


NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) 
The Ammidown-Harding House i s s i g n i f i c a n t f o r i t s a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h t h e 
s e t t l e m e n t p e r i o d o f S o u t h b r i d g e ' s h i s t o r y , t h e subsequent p e r s i s t a n c e 
o f i t s a g r i c u l t u r a l economy, and i t s r e g i o n a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t f o u r — b a y 
Cape Cod house form. I t t h e r e f o r e meets N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r c r i t e r i a A 
and C a t t h e l o c a l l e v e l . I t r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y o f s e t t i n g , l o c a t i o n , 
m a t e r i a l s , workmanship, d e s i g n , f e e l i n g , and a s s o c i a t i o n . The 
b o u n d a r i e s marked on t h e a t t a c h e d a s s e s s o r s map a r e drawn t o i n c l u d e 
t h e s u r v i v i n g c o n t r i b u t i n g r e s o u r c e s . 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the community. 

• The least altered pre-1816 
residence remaining i n Southbridge, the Ammidown-Harding Farmhouse i s a one-and-a-half story, 
four bay, central chimney farmhouse. Because pre-1796 maps are not available, i t i s d i f f i c u l t 
to determine the precise date of construction. Central chimney houses of t h i s type were common 
i n central Massachusetts before and a f t e r the Revolutionary War. Because of i t s small size, 
not a f u l l f i v e bay facade, and because of i t s t r a d i t i o n a l central chimney, an e a r l i e r date 
may be possible f o r t h i s structure. D i s t i n c t i v e o r i g i n a l features include overhanging gables 
on the sides, a t h r e e - l i g h t transom over the main entrance and a six panel door with moulded 
panels. Also of note i s the 19th-century bam at the rear with bracketed eaves, cupola and 
tongue and groove doors. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the conmunity. j a u uuw w.e 

Lebanon H i l l Road, o r i g i n a l l y an Indian t r a i l , was one of the e a r l i e s t roads i n Southbridge. 
Several of the town's remaining e a r l i e s t farmhouses are scattered along t h i s road. The 1796 
survey of Southbridge made into a map i n 1812 shows that several farmhouses, including one 
i n the approximate location of the Ammidown-Harding Farmihouse existed along the road at that 
time. To quote Lucius E. Ammidown w r i t i n g i n the Quinebaug H i s t o r i c a l Leafets: "The e a r l i e s t 
I can f i n d out about t h i s place i t was owned by Dea Cyrus Ammidown, and next by Dea Elbridge 
G. Harding." At that time, about 1901, Ammidown believed the house to be as much as 100 years 
old. 

Cyrus Ammidown, a member of one of the early families of Southbridge, and Thompson Kimberly 
were appointed the f i r s t deacons of the Baptist church i n March of 1817. Ammidown served 
i n that capacity u n t i l October 1821. 

Elbridge G. Harding i s known to have owned the property as early as 1855 and as l a t e as 
1870. He was the son of Joshua Harding, Jr., and Jemima Fisk, who l i v e d not far from here 
on a farm which i s now part of the Cohasset Country Club. As early as 1796 the elder Harding-
was active i n attempting to establish Southbridge as a separate town by combining parts of 
Sturbridge, Charlton and Dudley. Elbridge Harding married Nancy Mason i n 1821. Their children 
are recorded as having been born i n the 1820's and 1830's. I t seems l i k e l y that Harding 
would have acquired the Ammidown farm around the time of his marriage or shortly thereafter. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 
maps, atlases 
Holbrook, V i t a l Records to 1850 (Southbridge) 
V i t a l Records to 1850 (Sturbridge) 
Ammidown, H., H i s t o r i c a l Collections, Vol. I I , p. 51 
Quinebaug H i s t o r i c a l Leaflets, Vol. I , p. 17 
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