


NITOW. REG STER (R TER A STATENENT (if appl i cabl e)

The Amm down- Hardi ng House i s significant for it sassociation with the
settlement period of Southbridge's history, the subsequent persistance

of i tsagricultural economy, and it sregionally significant four—bay
Cape Cod house form | t therefore meets National Register criteria A
and C at the local level. | t retains integrity of setting, location,
materials, workmanship, design, feeling, and association. The

boundaries marked on the attached assessors mp are drawn to include
the surviving contributing resources.

ARH IE:ILRDLSI H Describe inportant architectural features and eval uate in terns of
other burldrings v(\?\tlhln the conmoni ty. "o

. The least altered pre-1816
residence remaining i n Southbridge, the Amm down-Hardi ng Farnmhouse i s a one-and-a-half story,
four bay, central chimmey farmhouse. Because pre-1796 maps are not available, i tis difficult
to determne the precise date of construction. Central chimey houses of this type were conmon
in central Massachusetts before and after the Revolutionary Vér. Because of it ssmall size,
not a full five bay facade, and because of itstraditional central chimmey, an earlier date
may be possible for this structure. Distinctive original features include overhanging gables
on the sides, a three-light transom over the main entrance and a six panel door with noul ded
panels. Also of note is the 19th-century bam at the rear with bracketed eaves, cupola and
tongue and groove doors.

BTG rIPSE SRR o o SRy n ol o stare history [y
Lebanon Hill Road, originally an Indian trail, was one of the earliest roads i n Southbridge.

Several of the town's remaining earliest farmhouses are scattered along this road. The 1796

survey of Southbridge nmade into a nap i n 1812 shows that several farnhouses, including one

in the approximate location of the Amm down-Harding Farmhouse existed along the road at that

time. To quote Lucius E Ammidown writing in the Quinebaug Historical Leafets: "The earliest

| can find out about this place it was owned by Dea Cyrus Amm down, and next by Dea El bridge

G Harding." At that time, about 1901, Amm down believed the house to be as much as 100 years

ol d.

Cyrus Amm down, a nenber of one of the early families of Southbridge, and Thonpson Kimberly
were appointed the first deacons of the Baptist church in March of 1817.  Amm down served
in that capacity until October 1821.

El bridge G Harding i s known to have owned the property as early as 1855 and as late as
1870. H was the son of Joshua Harding, Jr., and Jem na Fisk, who |ived not far from here
on a farmwhich is now part of the Cohasset Country Club. As early as 1796 the el der Harding-
was active inattemptingto establish Southbridge as a separate town by combining parts of
Sturbridge, Charlton and Dudley. Elbridge Harding married Nancy Mason i n 1821. Their children
are recorded as having been born inthe 1820's and 1830's. |t seens |ikely that Harding
woul d have acquired the Ammdown farm around the time of his marriage or shortly thereafter.

B Bl Y and o  RFFEHENES

maps, atlases

Hol brook, Vital Records to 1850 (Southbridge)

Vital Records to 1850 (Sturbridge)

Amm down, H, Historical Collections, Vol. I'l, p. 51
Qui nebaug Historical Leaflets, Vol. |, p. 17
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