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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The house rises up like a fortress on a hill, more pronounced
since a previous owner removed all trees from the slope, but
inherent 4in the heavy and extensive retaining walls;-they
sezve.as structure of house and the extensive terraces sur-
roundlng it. The house is a heavy, dense textured mass., The
material is 16" square concrete block cast with an ornamental

pattern.

The entrance from the street is through automobile and pedes-
trian gates of steel wrought with Maya motifs; the door to
the two-level house (W) faces a large motor court; the front

door 1is teak w1th a glass panel covered with a cast bronze grllle

in 1 Maya motlfs& The entrance level (hall, powder room,utilit
room and unfinished basement) is the same except the basement

=T

wn
has been finished as a billiard room, On the second level m
(1iving room, library, dining room,kitchen, service, master
bedroom, guest room, powder room) the Maya motif is carried oit™
in the exposed textured concrete block, a grille at the top —
of the main stair and a bronze plate over the fireplace in thp »
dining room, o

-]

A terrace on the north, off a long gallery, contains a swimming

pool. a bridge links this terrace with the servants® quarters
above the garage in the motor court., A south terrace has bee
roofed (unsympathetically) by &¢he owner. There are small
balconies on the east and south off the 1living room. A
terrace on the south exxists on the entrance level,

-
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Many small changes have been made in the house over the
years, repairs unskillfully made, but the house follows the
original plan except for the roofing over of the second level
south terrace,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Frank Lloyd Wright's textile block houses eexist only in
California, and are of a period unique in his work, one

in which surfaces were ornamented heavily. The material

for the four California 'textile block houses was concrete
block cast in an ornamental pattern; the total impression
of the blocks is an overall textile pattern. This series of
houses (Millard, Ennis, Freeman and Storer) carried forward
Wright's preoccupation with common materials which began
with the Imperial Hotel, Tokyo (1916-1922); Wright writes

of lifting material from underfoot (lava stone) for the
hotel, and lifting concrete block from the gutter and making
of them noble materials.

Wright felt that concrete block was suitable for the semi-
arid climate of Southern California, and was a 'modern version
of the indigenous adobe block. He drew from the Maya culture
many motifs for these houses, and his method of using ornamen
resembles in several ways that in the Maya temples of Yucatan
The insloping walls of the Ennis house is a structural prac-
tice borrowed from the Mayas.

The Ennis house is the most formidable of the textile block
houses, but the plan was devised for comfortable, informal
living; all of the plans have a spatial flow but the Ennis
plan is especially interesting because of the device of a
long gallery on the east into which various rooms flow.

The series of textile block houses represents a variation
on a structural theme which offers an insight into the
creative process of America's foremost genius in the field
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register.

in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set ; 74——- 5; @ﬂﬁl/’ W
TALALL A4 / .

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended ,

level of significance of this nomination is:

National [] J.’State O Local [X® OCT’14 mn
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’ /ﬂ - Date

ATTEST:

Date Qctober 16, 1970 Date JUL 29 1971

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Pregetvati}\,

V.J, Scully,"American Architecture and Urbanism," Praeger, N.Y.1969
Gebhard-Winter,"A Guide to the Architecture of Southern Californja,"
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