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Golden Gate Villa was built in 1891 as a summer home by Major Frank W. 
McLaughlin, who named it after one of his mining ventures in Oroville, Butte 
County/ California. It was designed by Thomas J. Welch of San Francisco and 
constructed at a cost of between $25,000 and $30,000 by Swain and Hudson of 
Marysville, California. It has three stories, a full basement, an attic, 
two full towers and one half-tower. The main tower was the highest point in 
Santa Cruz at the time of the villa's completion and was dedicated to the 
fathers of Mission Santa Cruz.

Because of an assortment of rooflines, the house has a lively exterior 
which, Qxcept for enclosing a carriage entrance and one tower, has remained 
relatively unchanged. It reflects the eclectic fashion of the day, but is 
principally Queen Anne, with an interesting use of siding materials. The 
first story is of 3'x3" shiplapping, the second is of redwood shingles in a 
sawtooth pattern, and the shingles on the third story overlap in straight lines. 
The rear facade is broken by gables, projections, porches, bays and dormers.

The villa measures 72'x80', contains 10,500 square feet, and has 22 
rooms representing different styles and periods. One room is decorated in 
elephant hide that was given to Major McLaughlin by President Theodore Roose­ 
velt. Another, the Gold Room, is modeled after a room in Versailles and 
features gilt dadoes, hand-carved lintels, balustrades and mouldings, an 
onyx fireplace, and two large Austrian stained glass windows. There are 
seventeen such sindows in the villa, all of them remarkable for their jewel-cut 
and stained glass. McLaughlin's stepdaughter, Agnes, is depicted in a window 
on the grand staircase that is valued at $30,000.

In the late 1930s, the villa was made over into apartments, which in­ 
volved enclosing some rooms with removable partitions, replacing the down­ 
stairs kitchen fixtures, and adding a bathroom on the second floor. The 
changes have been slight and do not detract from the original integrity 
of the major common rooms. The villa's owner intends to restore the building 
to its orginal floorplan.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Golden Gate Villa is an outstanding example of the eclectic Queen Anne 
style, and recalls the opulence of Beach Hill as a resort area in early Santa 
Cruz. The district boasted several such villas and hotels, among them the 
Sea Beach Hotel, before the turn of the century; however, only the Golden 
Gate remains as a reminder of an era and an architectural style.

In addition to the architectural significance of the villa is that of 
its original owner, Major Frank W. McLaughlin, who was known in financial, 
political and mining circles in the California of his time. A protege of 
Thomas Edison, he came to Oroville, California, with $500,000 of Edison's 
money to purchase black sand areas around the town, thinking that the material 
would provide the necessary filaments for Edison's electric light bulb. When 
tungsten proved more efficient, McLaughlin was instructed to invest the money 
in surrounding gold mines.

McLaughlin began construction of a $12 million "Chinese Wall" along the 
Feather River above Oroville, with the intention of diverting the river to 
reach the rich deposits of gold which supposedly lay beneath its waters. 
In pursuit of this project, he sailed to England, was received at the Court 
of St. James, and returned to the States with the necessary financial backing. 
Overnight, Oroville became the mining center of the world. A tremendous 
electric plant, the first large scale commercial plant of its kind in the 
world, was installed with Edison's assistance, so that the men could work 
night and day. However, once the waters had been diverted, it was discovered 
that the river had already been mined of its gold during the '49 Gold Rush, 
and in 1897 the project folded in bankruptcy.

James Lenhoff, writing in the April, 1962, issue of Stone Magazine, 
described other of McLaughlin's projects, among them a tunnel nine miles long 
for the Big Bend project; the Miocene Hydraulic Mine with its thirty miles of 
flume; and the United States Hydraulic Mine at Cherokee, with its inverted 
siphons and nine inch nozzles that sprayed 40 million gallons of water a day 
against the mountainside.

With McLaughlin's death by suicide, one of the most colorful eras in 
gold mining came to an end; however, his magnificent villa remains as his 
lasting achievement.
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