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Department of Natural Resources vA.

STREET AND NUMBER:
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CONDITION
|~1 Excellent
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D Good
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S Fo' r
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1 I Deteriorated a Ruins f~l Unexposed
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S Moved | | Original S ite

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL ( if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Torreya State Park, whose rugged topography resembles 
more northernly east coast terrain, is located on the east 
side of the Apalachicola River in north Liberty County. The 
focal point of the park is Neals Bluff, where stands the 
beautiful .Gregory House of classic (SrBel Rei-a
The house is a basic box with tEe excepi"on
building attached by a cover ed^olunine^d^ajjcwa^y. A two-story " ~~
portico" is supported .by four massive columns, and haisimpe 
paneled detail^work. An attached second sFqry porch within 
the portico ~BfeaKs the "vertical line of the supporting "columns .

The house over looks s ix gun^ pi ts^ dug by the Confederate s 
during the Civil War, and a/ variety of wild flowers", shrubs" 
and trees representative of both subtropic and temperate 
climates. Some of these trees and plants have not been found 
in natural growth" anywhere else In the "world. """"^

Outdoor recreational facilities offered by the park 
include camp sites, picnic areas and boating facilities.

On a steep embankment overlooking the Appalachicola 
River are located six Confederate gun pits. The pits are 
situated on descending levels, in a terraced jarrangemen~€T, 
northeast"" of the "Gregory Mansion'." The" mansT<Jh~^rts"^TgH on 
the bluff and the pits are not visible even from the edge of 
the bluff. All of the pits are shallow recessions in the 
^ground with gradually sloping sides and an earth formed 
parapet at the front facing down to the river. A few timbers 
remain that were originally" used to hold back the earth, but 
olEnerwise' "rib building materials remain". Pits number one and 
two are the largest, measuring approximately 30 ft. across 
at the widest point and about four feet in depth at the front 
embankment. Pits numbered three through six are progressively 
smaller and shallower. The pits are placed a^pr^xjlinately^ fifty 
feet apart. Their positioning afforded a very good commanB^of 
the irive'if from a strategic point of view.

m 
m

33

<Z

n
H
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

During the Second Spanish Period, through the Territorial 
Period, and into statehood, the Apalachicola River continued 
to grow as a transportation link with the interior. In the 
183^5 's, Jason Gregory of North Carolina built his plantation
.^,— <jL.,.^ —— __ ..£«._......,„,.. ,.—_.-„...„ ..VR-.V." '•"--•"«*-— ;-v __ .;»_„...-..... - - -- • . •-' -"»-••-•.----• -.. .-..Jt-i.. ..„,•-..-»,.._„._ ^ ^

nahor at Ocheese_Lan<Hng, on the watery thoroughfare of the" 
Ap a tacH i c o 1 a .

With the coming of the Civil War, the Gregorys witnessed 
the placement of Confederate guns on the high bluffs across 
the river on the east bank to prevent Union gunboats using 
the Apalachicola. The violence of the war was little felt in 
this distant theater and the Gregorys never knew the scourge 
of occupation. However, in 1^873, they were forced to flee 
from_yellow fever. When the last""£amily'''"iii(einber'''di"^^iii~*1916, 
€fie"~ house "became a refuge for the riffraff oT

In 1935, the house was given to the Florida Board of 
Parks by the Neal Lumber Company of Blountstown. It was 
carefully dismantled, floated across, the. r.iver^ in sections, 
and "reassembled on Neals Bluff within Torreya State Park. 
Great effort was ; "made €b retain as much of the original wood 
as possible down to the wooden flooring pegs. Since that 
time, the Gregory House has been authentically furnished in 
the ̂prevailing fashion of the 1850-60 period to reflect the 
plantation prosperity in ~

The Confederate battery was located on a slightly lower 
elevation than the mansion. Six plainly traceable gun 
emplacements with connecting trenches and ammunition pits 
can be seen today.

Torreya, J>tate Park takes its name from a_ tree, (Torreya 
~?AIL!!ii&l.- A^scove^ed ̂ about r83!T"by a young '"planter , Hardy" 
Bryan q^oom. Groom sent specimens to the noted botanist, 
Dr. John Torrey of Columbia College, for whom the tree is 
named. It is only native to a strip several miles wide and 
2Q milesj^^^

Continued .
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STATE: CODE COUNTY

NAME AND Tl TLE:

Randy F. Nimnicht, Historic Preservationist
ORGANI ZATION

Division of Archives, History and Records Mgt 3/11/71
STREET AND NUMBER:

Department of State, The Capitol
CITY OR TOWN:

Tallahassee

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

National [^sU-l State [~~1 Local

Title State Liaison Officer

Date

Florida 12

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

^
tiiij.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
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Torreya State Park, Significance, page 2

Within the Jagunds,. of the^nominated property..
sites. Wil 1 ey noted a small ^|^erjd._cjQllection 
Period) from Torreya which is housed in €He 

eabody Museum, Yale University. In addition, several sites 
have been documented in the Florida Archaeological^Suryey and 
^await further study. ;
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