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1. Name

higoric 'THE ROGKLAI*"D AlJVISHOUSE (preferred)

and/or common The Almshouse

2. Location

dreg & numbe 198 Spring Stg»64r- j*y*"  not for publication
daty, toan Rockland vidnity of iaaaUiMPN
date M assachusetts ocode 025 county  Plymouth ocode
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
district A public . occupied X. agriculture museum
X _ building(s) private unoccupied commercial X park
structure both X worit in progress educational private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object U/A in process X yes: restricted government scientific
being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military J(_other: recreat

4. Owner off Property

name Town of Rockland

dregt & number 2k2 Union Street

dty,ton Rockland h/A vianity o date IAA 02370
5. Location off Legal Description

courthouse, regdry o deads etc. Plymouth County Registry nf needs
dreg & numba  Court Street

dty, tomn Plymouth date MA
6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Inventory of the Historic Assets
titte of the Commofiwealth, f~I has this property bean daerminad digible? yes  X.no

date federal X state county local
depogtary for survey records M assachusetts Historical Commission

. Boston
aty, tomn state



7. Description Rockland Almshouse, 198 Spring St., Rockland, \p

Condition Check one Check one
__ excellent deteriorated unaltered X original site N
"good - ruins [, X altered, ... . moved date
fair unexposed MM an  addition,
1899)

Doscribo the present and original (f known) physical appearance

The Al mshouse property enconpasses i t soriginal 6 acre | ot and includes
The Al mshouse as well| as four ancillary structures: a barn,"tramp house"
and two chicken coops. The open expanse of land i s bounded on the east

by French's Stream and undevel oped woodl and, on the north and south by
private abutters and on the west by Spring Street. Topographically, the
area i s characterizedby a mxture of wetlands and hi?her dry areas.
Historically, land use has been primarily agricultural including vegetable
gardening, cow grazing, and poultry and livestock raising; at presenti t
contains the Community Garden Plots of the Rockland Garden Club and two
playing fields. The Al nshouse buildings are currently not i n use.

Functional in conception and design, the Al nshouse is an L-plan building
exhibiting the distinctive characteristics of vernacular, transitiona

G eek Revival/ltalianatedesign: broad proportions, regular fenestration

and spare decoration. Originally, the structure was huilt as arectangular

2i story alnshouse with clapboard exterior, gable roof and side (flank)
entrance. This portion remains virtually intact today. A major and

simlar infirmary addition was appended to the southeast corner in 18991
completing the present form The following description discusses the building
as a single unit.

The Al mshouse rises 2" stories froma full basement. The foundationis
original: brick above grade painted red, and rubblestone below.  \Wall
construction i s wood frame, sheathed in clapboards and trimmed with narrow
corner boards. The gable roof(s) with returns at the end, which cap the
building are currently covered by asphalt shingles; wooden gutters and
metal downspouts allow water runoff. The original, now non-functioning,
central brick chimey of the 1876 sectionremains; an additional exterior
brick chimey, centrally located on the north elevation serves the furnace

The south elevation of the 1876 sectionpresents the nost formal appearance.
The original 1-story entrance porch with turned posts and railing and
decorative sawn brackets runs the length of the symmetrical 5t»ay facade.
The primary central entry retains it s6-panel double doors with 2 [ight
transom above; a secondary entry accesses into the 1899 ell at the east
end of the porch. Abuttingthis main facade, the west elevation of the
1899 el lis |ikewise 5-bays wide, although |ess symmetrical. Gable ends
(west and south) are also simlar: 3 bays wide with paired windows in the
gable fields; central fire doors and fire escapes on the second story.

The south gable end of the 1899 el | contains an additional fire door at

the first story level. A conparable balance between academ c symetry and
functional irregularity characterizes both the north and east elevations
iVindows throughout are 6/6 double hung sash and surmounted by" sinple

shoul dered architraves, the majority on the second story retain wooden

shutters. : :
(continued;






8. Signifficance dockland Almshouse, 198 Spring St., Rockland, MA

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric Narcheology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion
1400-1499 ~~archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 -J L architecture education military X _ social/
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian
_X_ 1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater
X ignn-1982 communications industry politics/government transportation
invention other (specify)
Specific dates 1876; 1899 Buil der/Architect Yieed and Kelley (draftsmen)!
Stat enment of Significance (inone paragraph) Hebberd and Anes (builders)

The Rockl and Al nshouse possesses integrity of location, design, setting,
materials, workmanship, feeling and association. |t stands as a representa-
tive virtually intact, and regionallﬁ rare surviving exanple of mdto late
19th century municipal almshouse architecture. Further, the conplex
retains historical significancethrough associationwith thecomunity
devel opment of Rockland and as a product of prevalent social/humanitarian
values of theperiod. Thus, theproperty neets criteria A and C of the

| Mational Register of Historic Places. I

Both t he al nehouses of the 19th century and their predecessors, the
poorfarms of theFederal period, represent early Public efforts tocope
with nenbers of society unable tocare for themselves. As these people
wer e dependent on t he community, thecomunity i nturn provided housing,
food and medical treatment at t heal nshouse until they were able t o support
thensel ves or be transferred el sewhere for specializedcare. | nthe 20th
century, thelocal municipal alnshouse system gradually faded and was
superceded by state sponsored institutions and by thenational welfare
system

Arrangements for constructionof an al nshouse was one of thefirst issues
addressed at town meeting following incorporationof thetown of Rockland
from part of Abington i n1874; this concern was second only tothe erection
of a school house. The Rockland Town Reports of 1875, '76, and '77 report

in detail thebuilding of theA nmshouse as well as thecitizen's concern

for thepoor and indigent and t helogic behind theplanning of the
structures. The decision i nand of itself tobuild a new al mshouse structure
is notable for this period. GComronly, towns, poorer ones in particular,
continued the practice of purchasing existing farms rather than going to

the trouble and ex,oense of constructinga specially designed burlding.

At this time, Rockland was participating i na burgeoning local footwear
manufacturing econony. The Al nshouse may thus be interpreted as a
reflection of growing economc prosperity and increasing populationi n

the newy formed town.

h May 5i 1876, the Sel ectnmen purchased six acres of land including a
barn (still standing) from Horatio Baker. Construction proceeded quickly
and t he Al mshouse opened October 1, 1876, under thesupervision of M.
and Ms. Col unbus Al ger. Subsequent caretakers were M. and Ms. Charles
I£ Sanders (1897-1913) and M. and Ms. Charles W Watt andfamily
(1913-1979). —

n i"ovenber k, 1876, a small "tranp house" was erected on theproperty
at an expense of $160. This was necessary due toan increase of indigent

(continued)


















8. Signifficance

summary paragraph
completeness
clarity

eapplicable criteria

justification of areas
checlted

relating significance to
the resource

context

relationship of integrity
to significance

justification of exception
other

9. Major Bibliographical Refferences

10. Oeographical Data

11, Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Offfficer Certiffication

e ls:
. tacm'’

13. Other

Maps
Photographs
Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Signhed Date

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached

Phone:
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272 -3504
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Board of Selectmen

242 UNION STREET +« ROCKLAND, MASSACHUSETTS 02370
TEL. 871-1874

Ciitliunrii- M. Yotiii)
GeoilLc K. lijiljrd

r\:-

Februar 22, 1983
y nr.

Valerie Tal mage, Executive Director
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion

294 Washi ngton Street

Boston, MA 02108

Dear Ms, Tal mage:

V¢ areproud t osupport thenom nation of the Rocklajid
Al mshouse t ot he Nati onal Register of Historic Places.

The Al mshouse has made a significant contributiont o
the history of our community, therefore, we feel it i s
worthy of preservation.

Yours very truly,

FOR THE BOARD CF SELECTMEN

Pauline A, Pigeon, (Chairman

PAP/ gn



Copy lo KelLkland liistorici:

COf*AMONWCALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
MASSACHUSETTS SENATE
STATE HOUSE. BOSTON 02133

COMMITTCESI
COUNTIES (VICE-CMAINMAN)
WATS AND MEANS

(VICE-CHAIRMAN)
SENATOR ANNA P. BUCKLEY RULEI*

FIRST PLYMOUTH DISTRICT POST AUDIT AND OvcntiiCHT

February 23, 1983

Valerie Talmage, Executive Director
M assachusetts Historical Commission
Office of Secretary of State

294 Washington Street

Boston, Ma. 02108

Dear Ms. Talmage:

| am writing to you in support of the nomination of the
Rockland Almshouse which is being considered by the State Review
Board as a candidate for the National Rcpister of Historic Places.

The Rockland Almshouse has baen a town landmark since it's
erection in 1876, and is a significant structure in that it was
one of the first public buildings built by the then newly incorporated
Town of R.ockland.

Two small additions and one larger addition have been made to
this building in the late nineteenth century, as well as some
modifications and wupgrading of the plumbing and electrical
systems. It should be noted that none of this construction has
altered the character or charm of this structure as care was
taken to use materials and procedures that v/ould not alter or
detract from the original Almshouse.

Anything that can be done to assist the Rockland ,Historical
Commission in their request would be greatly appreciated. Thank
you for kind attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

p. BuctHey /i
;nator
First Plymouth District






HISTORICAL SOCIETY lisc~1~P OF OLDABINGTON

ORGANIZED 1939

" mSSM tilSL GOMM
February 28, 1983

%s Val eri e Tal nage

Executive Director . .
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion
Gonmonweal th of Massachusetts

Office of Secretary of State

29" Washi ngton Street

Boston, Massachusetts 02108

Dear M. Tal nagel

The Historical Society of O d Abington serves and represents
the towns of Abington, Rockland and Wit man.

At our neeting on February 27, 1983, we discussed the
nom nation of The Rncklanri AirnhnnRP to the Nati onal
Regi ster of Historic Places. Menbers i nattendance
overwhel mngly supported this noinination.

Sincerely,
H STCR CAL SO ETY - QD AB NGICON

IAJLC

Fred N Kugel
Presi dent



EDWARD M.

KENNEDY

MASsACHUsnr*

'"ACmicb ~lctlch Aerxau

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20SI0

March 2, 1983 IAASS. HIST. COM A

M. Valerie Tal mage, Executive Director
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion

294 Washington Street

Boston, Massachusetts 02108

Dear M. Tal mage:

It isny understandin% that the Town of Rockland Historical
Conmi ssion has requested the State Review Board to nom nate

the Rockland Al nmshouse for inclusion inthe National Register

of Historic Places.

As you know, the Al mshouse is one of the first public
bui ldings still standing in the Town toda%. Constructed in
1876, i twas used continuously as an al mshouse for 103 years,
and as a hospital during 1918.

The preservationof this historic structure can be
ensured by national recognition in the Register. | trust
that you will give the Town's request every consideration.

Wth best wi shes.

2400 John F. Kennedy Federal Building
Boston, Massachusetts 02203



Tah d Rakdod
Jiistolical Commisson

242 UNION STREET « ROCKLAND, MASSACHUSETTS 02370

|-N -7 1938
March 3, 1983
MAS.. i-i. "T. com\.

Ms. Val erie Tal mage

Executive Director

Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion

Office of Secretary of State

294 Washington Street

Bost on, Massachusetts 02108

Dear Ms. Tal magel
The Tovm of Rockland Historical Comm ssion supports
with pleasure and appreciation, the nomnation of

The Rockl and Al mshouse t ot heNational Register of
Historic Places.

Sincerely,

TOM F ROOKLAND H STCRI CAL GOW SS ON

Fred N Kugel
Chai r man
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If AM)
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
i Office of the Secretary of State
MASSACHUSETTS 294 Washington Street
, h
HISTORICAL (I)B;_)itOo8n Massachusets MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY
COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of State

March 18, 1983

Carol Shul |

National Park Service

440 G Street

U S Dept. of the Interior
Washington, D C 20243

ATTENTTON  Bruce MDougal
Dear M. Shul |:

Encl osed i s a National Register nomnation form for theRockland Al nshouse,
Rockland, M\  This historically inportant conplex of buildingsi scurrently
threatened by demolition, and several articles relating toitsfuture will cone
before the Rockland Town Meeting on April 4, 1983.

W& woul d appreciate an expedited review of this nom nation, hoping thatthe
A nshouse can be listed before the Town Meeting takes place. Actual listing
woul d greatly enhance it sproponents defense.

The State Review Board voted unaninously i n support of this nomnation at their
meeting on March 9, 1983. The town, as owner, was notified 30 - 75 days before
the meeting and t heBoard of Selectmen sent a letter of support. Additionally,
letters of support were received from numerous individuals, organizationsand
poliitcal representatives. Al |l are enclosed.

W appreciate your attention tothis matter, and ook forward t ohearing from
your office before April 4.

Sincerely,

Candace Jenki ns
Regi stration Director
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion

Cl/ sac
encl osures



Massachusetts H storical Conmission
294 Vdshi ngton Street
Boston, Missachusetts 02108

W the undersigned, are proud to support the nomnation of THE
ROAND AMB-QOEEto the NWTOWL. RE3 STER - H STAR C ALAES
the Federal Gwernnent's official list of historic properties

* worthy of preservation.
NWNE ADHESS

3N %ANJZI2N P S BXrfIL. A

Listing inthe National Register provides recognition and assists

in preserving our Nation's heritage.



Massachusetts H storical Qonmassion
294 Vdshi ngton Street
Boston, Missachusetts 02108

W& the undersigned, are proud to support the nomnation of THE
ROKAND ANB-OS to the NWTOWL REG STER - H STAR CRAES

the Federal Governnent's official [ist of historic properties

worthy of preservation.
NN ATHRSS

Listing inthe National Register provides recognition and assists

in preserving our Nation's heritage.



Massachusetts H storical Gonmassi on
2 \dshi ngton Street
Boston, Massachusetts 02108

W theundersigned, are proud to support the nomnation of THE
RO AD ANB- QS to the NNTOW. REG STERG- H STAR C ALAES
the Federal Governnent's official [ist of historic properties

worthy of preservation.
NN ATHSS

I<£l.Ucly N1 No<r CMN ettt 971 - VK fS C-C/Cn xM

Listing in the National Register provides recognition and assists

in preserving our Nation's heritage.



Missachusetts H storical Gonmissi on

2 \dshi ngton Street
Boston, Missachusetts 02108

& theundersigned, are proud to support thenomnation of THE
ROHAND ANB-OUE=to the NNTOW. REG STERG- H STAR C ALAES
the Federal Governnent's official [ist of historic properties

worthy of preservation.
NAMVE QAOM [jINrf.An ADDRESS 9/Ho"m”hy CJcN-ScwWJr

hyiA

Listing in the National Register provides recognition and assists

in preserving our Nation's heritage.



Massachusetts H storical Gonmnssi on
29 Vdshi ngton Street
Boston, Massachusetts 02108

W the undersigned, are proud to support the nomnation of THE
ROHAND ANB-OHE=tothe NNITOW. REQG STERG- H STAR C ALAES
the Federal Governnent's official [ist of historic properties

worthy of preservation.
MNE ATRESS A

N ANt

Listing in the National Register provides recognition and assists

in preserving our Nation's heritage.



Massachusetts Historical Qnmission
294 \Vdshi ngton Street
Boston, Mssachusetts 02108

& t he undersigned, are proud to support thenomnation of THE
ROHAND AMB-OHE=t 0 t he NNTOW. REGSTER F H STARC ALATS
the Federal Governnent's official |ist of historic properties

worthy of preservation.
NNE ADTHESS

V'y U --ir/ -

Listing inthe National Register provides recognition and assists

in preservingour Nation's heritage.



Missachusetts H storical Gonmissi on

294 \dshi ngton Street
Boston, Massachusetts 02108

W& theundersigned, are proud to support the nomnation of THE
ROKAND AMB-OUE=to the NNTOW. REG STER(- H STAR C ALAES
the Federal Gvernnent's official |ist of historic properties

worthy of preservation.
NNE ATHRSS

LC 76 C

-y JISMU 11Jy™ay2y

Listing in the National Register provides recognition and assists

in preserving our Nation's heritage.



Massachusetts Historical Gonmission

294 Vdshi ngton Street
Boston, Massachusetts 02108

V€ theundersigned, are proud tosupport thenomnation of THE
FROKAND ANB-OVE=t ot he NNTOW. REGSTHR - H STARC ALAES
the Federal Governnent's official [ist of historic properties

worthy of preservation.

NN . ADHESS
AyiAN. r"cCoMA Ny  Vieeoh  S'eci- > cMnd.
"AIf_/\yAAyA . [PAAXANAN A y/\_r/\r_/\y/\\ r
t; /NNy Jhd? Mi ?:-c<!li;y

Listing i n theNational Register provides recognition and assists

in preserving our Nation's heritage.



Massachusetts Historical Conmassion
294 \Mshi ngton Street
Bost on, Massachusetts 02108

VE theundersigned, are proud to support thenomnation of THE
ROEAND ANB-QE=t 0 t he NATT OV REG STER - H STRCALAES
the Federal Governnent's official [ist of historic properties

worthy of preservation.

NNE ADHESS
AyNIJ VS- o Blyyli A-[TNYi-
QN ' < J /C yo:y.<4'/let/" XA\ "

Listing in the National Register provides recognition and assists

in preserving our Nation's heritage.



Missachusetts H storical Gonmnssi on

29 Vdshi ngton Street
Bost on, Massachusetts 02108

W theundersigned, are proud to support thenomnation of THE
RO AD AMB-QE=to the NNTOW. REG STERG- H STAR C ALAES
the Federal Governnent's official |ist of historic properties

worthy of preservation.
NN N ATHESS

L-NMUu MAMAN Mss -v](IAKI KcMJ'hp

H\ QQY™iJ» >SI™MVAO r - \ \\MI{™ LA

Listing in the National Register provides recognition and assists

in preserving our Nation's heritage.



Massachusetts Historical Gonmassion
294 Vdshi ngton Street
Boston, Massachusetts 02108

W& the undersigned, are proud to support thenomnation of THE
FROEAND ANB-QOE= t o t he NNITOWL. REG STER - H STAR CARAES
the Federal Governnent's official |ist of historic properties

worthy of preservation.
NNE ATHSS

2X

Listing in the National Register provides recognition and assists

in preserving our Nation's heritage.



Massachusetts Historical Conmassion
294 \Mshi ngton Street
Boston, Mssachusetts 02108

VE the undersigned, are proud to support the nomnation of THE
ROAD ANSQEto the NNTOW. REGSTER - HSTARC RAES
the Federal Governnent's official |ist of historic properties

worthy of preservation.
NINE /1 ADTHESS

A fohey[iN-A AAT TE6L:.-1 SIAE OUM U AAN,

Listing in the National Register provides recognition and assists

in preserving our Nation's heritage.



Missachusetts Historical Gonmission
294 \Mdshi ngton Street
Boston, Massachusetts 02108

W& the undersigned, are proud to support thenomnation of THE
ROAND ANBQVE=t 0 t he NNTOWL. REG STER F H STGR CHAES
the Federal Governnent's official [ist of historic properties

worthy of preservation.

NN ADFES
MANINU AN Avw ?2riu- AN ZIN ry,ML"
(1%7:ij{y;ly ATtnNJ-JJ.

Listing in the National Register provides recognition and assists

in preserving our Nation's heritage.



