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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Phil Sheridan Post G. A. R. Hall is a two-story brick building 80' x 35'.

Its gable end faces the street, the point of the gable decorated with band-sawn
wooden ornament. Beneath this '"gingerbread' is a sandstone block set into the
brick with the letters "G. A. R.' carved into it. Two double-hung sash windows
on the second floor are directly above a similar window and door on the first
floor. Segmental arches with carved keystones top each opening. The upper
sashes in the windows are less than half as high as the lower ones, making

them correspond to the transom over the door.

Similar windows light the long axis of the building, which is basically
divided into two meeting halls, one on each floor. Small anterooms are located
on each floor at the ends of the building, as are front and back stairways. The
ceiling of the upstairs rooms are coved to conform to the roof, giving about a
foot of extra ceiling height. | |

The building is very close to its original form. Electricity and plumbing
were added in 1897, when the building was five years old, and thg‘/qlfl fixtures

remain.
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STATEMENT_OF SIGNIFICANCE

Since the Grand Army of the Republic was officially disbanded in 1949, and the
last member died in 1956 at the age of 109, the organization of Union veterans
of the Civil War has passed into history. There are very few tangible re-
minders left in American communities of an organization that once had more
than 400, 000 members. Although a number of posts of the G. A. R. across
the country once had buildings of their own, this is one of the last still in the
hands of veterans' organizations as late as 1973. It was sold this year to a
private individual who plans to preserve its exterior and adapt the interior

to commercial photography.

Architecturally, the building is not imposing, but has character worth
preserving in a community which has lost many structures of the same period
to urban renewal. The builder was a contractor, William H‘O)u{, whose

previous experience was largely in Idaho's mining camps where he built mills,

hotels, and other large timber structures.
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