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Photos (3"x3" or 3"x5" black 
& wtilte) Indicate on back 
of each photo street addresses 
for buildings shown. Staple to 
left side of form. 
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Area Letter Form numbers In this Area 

7,8,9,10 

Washington, Mass.  
Town Washinaton MRA 

Name of Area ( i f any) Lower Historic 

District 

Present Use RpsidPntial/Agricultural 

General Date or Period ca. 1765-1803 

General Condition Good 

Sketch Map. Draw a general map of the 
area Indicating properties within I t . 
Ifeonber each property for which Individual 
Inventory forms have been completed. 
Label streets including route numbers, i f 
»iy. Indicate north. (Attach a separate 
sheet i f space here is not sufficient). 

Acreage Approximately 130 acres 

Recorded by Rpt<:y m - p d h p r g , Prpc:prx/atinn 

Planner 
O r g a n i z a t i o n Ma«;s. Hi«;t .orira1 r.nmmiq^inn 

Date June 1985 

See attached map and Assessor's Map. 
•''•••I ' :' ;< 

UTM REFERENCE 

ISGS QUADRANGLE 
SCALE 

A: 18/654950/4689780  
B: 18/655760/4688820  
C: 18/655690/4688580  
D: 18/655080/4688380  
E: 18/655410/4688680  
F: 18/654500/4689480 
Becket Quadrangle 
1:25.OQQ 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 
The Lower H is to r i c D i s t r i c t reta ins i n t e g r i t y of l o ca t i on , design, se t t i ng , 
mater ia ls , workmanship, f ee l i ng , and associat ion. The d i s t r i c t i s 
h i s t o r i c a l l y s i gn i f i can t as a re f l ec t i on of the town's e a r l i e s t res ident ia l 
development—in a l i near settlement pattern—along the slope of Washington 
Mountain. The d i s t r i c t ' s spare and scattered bui ld ings demonstrate an ear ly 
stage of development for a rura l h i l l t o w n , one t y p i c a l l y ob l i te ra ted by 
subsequent nuc leat ion. Here, however, an unusual remnant i s preserved. An 
inhospitable s e t t i n g , w i th rugged t e r r a i n , poor agr icu l tu ra l lands, and 
physical i s o l a t i o n , contr ibuted to the v i l l a g e ' s f a i l u r e to grow beyond the 
mid 19th century, thus preserving i t s ear ly resources. Four modest and 
wel l-preserved la te 18th/early 19th century houses are included wi th in the 
d i s t r i c t bounds. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe Important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other areas within the community. 

The Lower H is to r i c D i s t r i c t , located on a terrace on the southern slope of 
Washington Mountain (elevat ion 1 ,600 f e e t ) , contains four colonial and 
Federal-period res ident ia l bu i ld ings . The structures were a l l erected in a 
l i near arrangement facing Washington Mountain Road, and together represent the 
remains of an ear ly res ident ia l node tha t developed a l i t t l e over two miles 
south of Washington's i n s t i t u t i ona l core (Upper Histor ic D i s t r i c t , Area A) . 

The e a r l i e s t s t ructure wi th in the d i s t r i c t , and indeed the only 
Colonial -per iod bu i ld ing surv iv ing w i th in the town as a whole, i s the Wil l iam 
Mi l l i ken Farm. I t i s a 2 1/2 story s t ruc tu re , f i v e bays wide wi th a central J • 
entrance. The bu i ld ing is clapboard-sheathed, rests on a br ick foundation, -. ^ '̂ :_.-̂ /̂ 
and has a gable roof . The simple, f l a t boards that frame the doorway and 

(continued) 
HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain historical Importance of area and how the area relates to the 
development of other areas of the community. 

The Lower His tor ic D i s t r i c t represents the essent ia l ly i n tac t remnants of 
Washington's e a r l i e s t res ident ia l node, which developed at the same time as 
the modest i n s t i t u t i o n a l center 2 1/4 miles away at the mountain's summit 
(Upper H is to r i c D i s t r i c t , Area A). I t s ea r l i e s t dwel l ing was the home of 
Wil l iam M i l l i k e n , one of Washington's f i r s t ten propr ie tors . M i l l i ken ' s 
twenty- f ive acre grant, of which th is is the surv iv ing f ragnent, was awarded ^ 
him in 1763, and his house was erected short ly thereaf ter . This area of 
Washington Mountain Road became known as M i l l i ken ' s Corner. 

By the ear ly 19th century, three other farms--those of Hiram Savery, 
Dill ingham Clark, and Elkanah Richmond—had been established on t rac ts of 50 
to 100 acres. Savery i s known to have raised potatoes and corn. The land was 
rocky and not pa r t i cu l a r l y f e r t i l e , and farming was d i f f i c u l t . The four 
propert ies changed hands numerous t imes, while continuing in subsistent 
agr icu l tu ra l use. (Clark is also bel ieved to have b r i e f l y maintained a tavern 
w i th in h is residence). 

' H (continued) 
BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

E l l i o t , History of Washington • . ' # 'ir.ic" \ ; v : :' ; 
Middle Berkshire Registry of Deeds , ; 8/85 
Town of Washinaton. Mass.. Record Book 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CGNMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

CaiBnunity: 
Washington, Mass. 
Washington MRA 

Fonn No: 

7,8,9,10 

Property Name lower Historic District 

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below 
NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA (CONTINUED) . , 

The Lower His tor ic D i s t r i c t thus f u l f i l s C r i t e r i a A and C o f the National 
Register of H is tor ic Places on the local l e v e l . 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (Continued) > 

a f i v e - l i g h t transom are a modern replacement of the e a r l i e r doorway (the 
l a t t e r v i s i b l e in turn-of - the-century photographs sheltered by a shallow 
l i n t e l ) . Narrow corner boards and a plain area cornice frame the bu i l d i ng , 
and the gable ends bear shallow cornice re turns. Fenestration includes 12/9 
sash on the f i r s t s to ry , 6/9 sash on the second, and i s o r i g i n a l . 
Second-story sash are set f lush wi th the cornice. A narrow chimney, on the 
r i dge l i ne s l i g h t l y o f f se t from center, may be a 19th century a l t e r a t i o n . The 
bu i l d ing has recent ly been res tored. 

The Hiram Savery House (#9) i s a 1 1/2-story cottage b u i l t ca. 1783-1802. I t 
i s a simple s t ruc tu re , three bays wide w i th a small side e l l . Like the 
Mi l l i ken Farm, i t s ornamentation is l im i t ed to narrow cornerboards and a 
simple cornice. The house has been shingled and received replacement 2/2 
windows. A small barn survives close by the house. 

B u i l t between 1788 and 1803, the Richmond Foster-Corey House (#7) is a fa r 
more elaborate 2 1/2 story bu i ld ing wi th an in tegra l lean to . I t s central 
entrance is f lanked by s ide l igh ts and topped wi th a simple l i n t e l . Although 
windows have been a l tered or replaced, the bu i ld ing is otherwise i n t ac t in 
form, f a b r i c , and s t y l i n g . 

The four th residence in the d i s t r i c t i s the Clark-Strong-Abbott-Pomeroy House 
(ca. 1799-1800, #8). I t too i s a f ive-bay wide, 2 1/Z-story bu i l d ing but wi th 
a deep 1 1/2 rear e l l in place of an in tegra l leanto . Fu l l - length s i de l i gh t s , 
narrow corner boards, and a simple cornice and window enframements are the 
s t ruc tu re 's only ornamentation. The garage is of recent const ruc t ion , and 
stands on the s i t e o f a smokehouse. 

Staple to Inventory form at bott om 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSiXCHUSETTS HISTORICAL CGM^SSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston I 

CoranTunity: 
Washington, Mass. 

Washington MRA 

Form No: 

7,8,9.10 

Property Namer^ower His tor ic D i s t r i c t 

Indicate each item on inventoiy foim v^iich is being continued below. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (Continued ' " . : 

Over the years, through the process of subdiv is ion, these farms' acreage has 
been subs tan t ia l l y reduced. The d i s t r i c t stands as the most i n tac t remnant of 
Federal-period rural l i f e in Washington. With the construct ion of the County 
Road in 1830, which traversed a less formidable path around the mountain, and 
the mid 19th century construct ion of the western ra i l road (both to the east o f 
Washington Road), the town's path of development, s t i l l modest, sh i f ted east 
as w e l l . As a r e s u l t , the Lower H is to r i c D i s t r i c t , l i k e the Upper H is to r i c 
D i s t r i c t , f a i l e d u n t i l recent ly to grow beyond the Federal per iod, thus 
preserving the evidence of ear ly rura l development. In the l a s t few decades, 
some modern construct ion has occurred in the v i c i n i t y of M i l l i k e n ' s Corner. 

LOWER HISTORIC DISTRICT 
DATA SH^EI 

Map # 

7 

8 ; 

8a 

9 

10 

Histor ic Name 

Richmond-Foster-
Corey House 

Clark-Strong-Abbott 
House 

Clark-Strong Abbott 
Barn 

Hiram Savory House 

Wil l iam Mi 11 ekan 
House 

Street 

Washington Mtn. 
Road 

Washington Mtn. 
Road 

Washington Mtn. 
Road 

Date of Style  
Construction 

ca. 1788-1803 Federal 

ca. 1799-1800 Federal 

Washington Mtn. 19th c. 

ca. 1783-1802 Federal 
cottage 

Washington Mtn. ca. 1765-1783 Georgian 

Staple to Inventory form at bott om 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCM ŜSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Canmunity: 
Washinaton, Mass. 

Washington MRA 

Form No: 

7,8,9,10 

Property Nanie:Lower His tor ic D i s t r i c t 

Indicate each item on inventory foim v^idi is being continued below.  

VERBAL BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION 

The bounds of the Lower H is to r i c D i s t r i c t were drawn to include the four 
surv iv ing dwellings that const i tu te Washington's e a r l i e s t res iden t ia l node. 
The four propert ies face onto Washington Mountain Road. The boundaries fo l low 
rear l o t l i nes except in the case o f l o t #10, an agr icu l tu ra l l o t wi th no 
standing structures under the same ownership as the Richmond-Foster-Corey 
House; in the l a t t e r case, the boundary fol lows a l i n e o f convenience. See 
assessor's map. Al l four bui ld ings were o r i g i n a l l y associated wi th 
ag r i cu l tu ra l use. Since subdivis ion and numerous changes in ownership have 
b lur red the o r ig ina l parcels, however, only the modern-day property l ines ' 
associated wi th the d i s t r i c t ' s four bui ld ings have been fo l lowed. , 

The d i s t r i c t i s bounded to the south by the Town of Becket and Shaker Mi l l 
Brook, Route 8 and the tracks of the Penn Central Railroad run one and 1 1/4 
mi le to the east respect ive ly . South Center School House (# 5) and St . 
Andrew's Chapel (# 4 ) , also nominated to the National Register, are 3/4 and 
1 1/2 miles northwest of the d i s t r i c t up Washington Mountain; another 3/4 mile 
beyond i s the southern edge of the Upper His tor ic D i s t r i c t . 

..'if; • ., * 

Staple to Inventory form at bott om 



.^/•-^ T r y * 

NPS Form 10-WO-* 
0*2) OMB No. 1024-0018 

Expires 10-31-87 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Regis ter of Historic P i a c e s 
inventory—Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet Item numt)er Page , ^ 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

dnr-11 

Name Ifashlngton M u l t i p l e Resource Area 
State Berkshire County, MASSACHUSETTS 

L 
Nomination/Type of Review 

1. Clark—Eames House 

2. Eames, P h i l i p , House 

Date/Signature 

Attest 

*' ^Keeper 

Attest 

3. LowgrJEIistoric Distjrict:,.' ^ i " ' ^ o ? i s t e r 

Attest 

4. Saint Andrew's Chapel 

5. Sibley—Cocoran House 

6. South Center School House 

^Keeper ( U j j j \ ^dh^ik IdjU/^ f / ^ / f ^ 

Attest / Q c f f ^ , ^ c t ( f % e j L , ^ / V < < 
Euters'I i n tfcs i j \ ~ ^~ 
Iational EegistefK eeper /T^-^.--^.-^^-.^--.^^ ^ 9A 

Attest 

-a^Bter T^^eper ^UM^^^^-^^^^^y^ -/ri 

7. Upper Historic D i s t r i c t 

8. Deming-Root-Messenger-
Schultz House 

Attest 

deeper ^ S idlwiMltlw lwl«^|Keeper ^(xhjA AADJA 

-(AAAL A"̂ ^̂  ^ ^ § ^ < ^ ^AA^ 

OOE/OWMER OBJECTIJOfittest ^^t^f^^SuiE^tdll^ 
Keeper 

10. 

Attest 

Keeper 

Attest 



WASO Form -177 
("R" June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

6 6 > o 0 7 - \ M \ 

Lower Histor ic D is t r ic t (Washington MRA)  
Berkshire County 
MASSACHUSETTS ; : - '^ ^'^--C'^ 

IZ3 resubmission 
O nomination by person or local government 
• owner objection 
CU appeal 

Substantive Review: • sample • request 

Working No. 
Fed. Reg. Date: 
Date Due: 

Entered I n tKi^«'0"= - ^ T A C C E P T .. 

J f t t i o a a l E e s U t i c R E T U R N . 
.REJECT. 

Federal Agency: 

• appeal im NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

. see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

EZI good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

CD ruins 

CZl unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

CU altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

CD summary paragraph 
CD completeness - ' ' 
CD clarity 
CD alterations/integrity , ; 
CD dates 
I I boundary selection 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

CD summary paragraph 
CD completeness A 
CD clarity 
CD applicable criteria 
CD justification of areas checked 
CD relating significance to the resource 
CD context 
CD relationship of integrity to significance 
CD justification of exception 
CD other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

CD Maps 
CD Photographs 
• Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed- Date Phone: 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 

G P O 9 1 8 - 4 5 0 



























9s: 

Washington Multiple Resource Area 
Washington, Massachusetts 

LOWER HISTORIC DISTRICT 
Sketch map derived from Real 
Property Map B, Washington, MA 

Scale: 1" = 600' 



Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000302 


