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1. Name of Property

historic name \OTth Hgh Street Historic District (Boundary Increase)

other names/site number.

2. Location

street & ri.mhpr 233-411 High Street not for publication
city nrtnwn Holyoke vicinity

state. Massachusetts codeJ | ~ county Hampden code 013 code 07040

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify that this » nomination

* request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of

Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

* nationally « statewide [3 locally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

kature of certifying Official/Tite JUdI”~'~b. I"CUOnOUglDate ExeCUti Ve Di reCtOr

Isachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer
State of Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property * meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. (D See continuation sheet for additional
comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification fcterea | nW
hereby certify that the property is: Sigpature of the Keeper Date of Action

i3”ntered in the National Register.
+ See continuation sheet.
n determined eligible tor the
National Register
+ See continuation sheet.

n determined not eligible for the
National Register.

O removed from the National
Register.

n other, (explain:)
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Name of Property
5. Classification

Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)

Category of Property
(Check only one box)

e private * Dbuilding(s)
public-local 13 district
e public-State « site
e public-Federal - e structure
e« oObject

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Commercial
Institutional

Residential

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

LATE MCTQR AN Gothic, Second Enpire,

Queen Anne, Ronanesque Revival, Renai ssance

Revi val

LATE 19th & BARY 20th C RRMVALS ( assi cal

Revival, Tudor Revival
NDHERN NOANEN:  Art Deco

Narrative Description

Hanpden County, MA

County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do notinclude previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
36 1 buildings
sites
structures
objects
36 11 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

1 (City Hall NR:1975)

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Gonmer ci al
Institutional
Resi dent i al

Mterias

(Enter categories from instructions)

foundtion STONE granite; CNIEIE
/dls BREK SIOE COEE

roof . SIOE slate; ASRAT

ot her.

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

O™ A Property is associated with events that have made

a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons

significant in our past.

[XI C Property ennbodies the distinctive characteristics

of atype, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,

information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations

(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:
B A owned by a religious institution or used for

religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E areconstructed building, object, or structure.
F a commemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance

within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References
Bibliography

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)
Previous documentation on file (NPS):

preliminary determination of individual listing (36

CFR 67) has been requested

previously listed in the National Register City Hal 1
previously determined eligible by the National NR: 1975
Register
designated a National Historic Landmark

recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey

recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Hanpden Qounty, MA

County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

ACH TEOURE
CCDNARRE
CORINTY RANNNG & [(BH DN

Period of Significance
1871-1930

Significant Dates
N/A

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

UA

Cultural Affiliation
NA

Architect/Builder

A derman, George PB; Qough, Janes A;
Aiens &l lens; Johnson, PB;

Kilburn, HE; Reid, V\B

Primary location of additional data:

Kl State Historic Preservation Office
e Other State agency
» Federal agency
e Local government
« University
e Other
Name of repository:

Massachusetts Hi storical Gonmnssi on
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Name of Property County and State

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property 9.8 acres

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

1LLJ 16]9/7]|5/8|0] 14i6|7 5|26, 0 I118] |6]19]7]4]18|0| 4|6|7|5]|2|0|0
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

4 [L8J |6]9|7|3]|0|0| |4|6]7]|4|9]6|0|

2 LL8] 16|99 7|5i00 14i6l75 1s O See confinuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundarx Justificati |on

(Jé!'(pla|n why Fr)]e E)oun aries ¥\Iere selected on a continuation sheet.) . . .
Margaret Hepler, Gregory Farmer and Bonnie Marxer, Senior Planner, Pioneer Valley

nameftitle Planning Commission with Betsy Friedberg National Register Director, MHC

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date November 1992
street & ntjimher 80 Boylston Street telephone (617) 727-8470
city or town BOSton state zip code 02116

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or-15 minute series) indicating the property's locatjgn.. , u,ji., .

A Sl(etch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

various
name.

street & number, telephone.

city or town state. zip code.

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 efseq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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7.  DESCR PTI ON

The three blocks of High Street i n Holyoke between Dwight Street and Essex
Street are an extensionof the existing North High Street Historic District
They are anchored by the towering, granite City Hall (Atwood/Kilburne, MC
#101, Mp #1, 1871-1876) and occupy a central position in Holyoke's downtown
business district. This section of High Street was an important retail and
banking center between 1880 and 1930, the time of Holyoke's peak prosperity
and growth, and the time i nwhich nost of the present commercial buildings
were erected. The various facades display the fashion of those years: ornate
brownstone and brick of the 1880s, |ight-colored Beaux Arts cast stone of the
turn-of-the-century, masonry i n Renaissance Revival, and flatter, nore
simplified styles of the early 20th century. Mst of the commercial buildings
in the district extensionare of pre-1940 construction, although many of the
store fronts have been renodeled at street level. The increasedboundaries
include 233-411 High Street, as well as the City Hall Annex, located hext to
City Hall on the corner of Newton Place and City Hall Court, behind the
comercial row facing High Street

Hi gh Street runs along the edge of a terrace above Hol yoke's mill district

encl osed ina bend of the Connecticut River. Downhill and parallel to High
Street are three canals, drawing river water from above a dam and powering the
city's industrial mlls. My of the large red brick mill buildings survive
though few remain active i nthe paper, fabric, and machine-nmaking of Holyoke's
turn-of-the-century heyday. Also on |ower ground is Main Street, a second
business district important in the early decades of Hol yoke's devel opment, but
today a less active retail area than High Street. Wst of High Street on the
terrace isa Catholic institutional conplex and an area of mxed commrercial
and residential use that has suffered nuch demolition. Still farther west on
the higher ground of a second terrace are the Highlands, a residential area
built by industrial owners and managers and the entrepreneurs of the business
districts.

The original district isnorth of the proposed boundary increase on High
Street fromLyman to Dwight Streets. | tconsists of several blocks of
comercial structures dating fromthe 1850s to the 1880s, which were listed on
the National Register in 1986 as the North High Street Historic District. The
majority of the North High Street District's buildings was erected before

1880, while the High Street Extensionwas built largely between 1880 and

1920. Taken together, they forma sequence of commercial architectura

devel opnent i n Hol yoke.

(continued)
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Stylistically, the original North High Street Historic District is dom nated
by Italianate and French Second Enpire buildings and nmost of the buildings
were constructed inredbrick. The buildings inthe boundary increasepick up
with the Romanesque Revival, Beaux Arts and Renaissance Revival styles, and
building materials include cast stone, cast iron and yellow brick, in addition
to red brick. Trimmaterials expand to include terracotta, brownstone, and

|i mestone.

Like the original district, the proposed boundary increase between 233 and 411
High Street consists of an almst uninterrupted row of commercial buildings
linked with party walls and built flush to the sidewal k without setbacks. The
City Hall, by contrast, is set back fromthe street, surrounded with grass,
shrubs, and tall deciduous trees; a granite retaining wall separates wal kways
fromplantings. Bisecting the east side and perpendicular to High Street is
City Hall Court, a passageway park designated as a Korean Veterans Menorial.
The City Hall Annex, behind the eastern comercial row, has doors facing City
Hal | Court and Newton Place, another pedestrian way parallel to High Street.

Several types of business blocks survive inthe proposed district extension.
O the west side of High Street are four narrow, four-story red brick
buildings dating fromthe 1880s (245 High St., Mp #26, MC #93, ca. 1885;
249-251 High St., Mp #27, ca. 1900; 281-283 High St., MC #95 Mp #31, ca.
1884; 285-287 High St., MC #96, Mp #32, ca. 1890). The simplest of these
structures with arched wi ndow frames has mnimal stone trim (249-251 High St.,
Myp #27, 1881) while the nore el aborate Romanesque Revival buildings are
embel | ished with carved and rough-faced brownstone trim parapeted dormers,
and mansard roofs (245 High St., MC #93, Mp #26, ca. 1885, 281-283 High St.,
MC #95, Mp #31, ca. 1884). Three of the four have visible cast iron colums
at street level (249-251 High St., 281-283 High St., and 285-287 High St.

A second building type i srepresentedby the Beaux-Arts fronts found on three
clustered md-block buildings on the west side of High St. (253-257 High St.,
#28, ca. 1912; 259-271 High St., MC #94, Mp #29, 1899 and 1901; and

273-279 High St., MC #194, Mp #30, ca. 1912). Creamcolored masonry is
nearly obscured on these fronts by lavish cast-stone pilasters, entablatures,
and cartouches. The Steiger Building (259-271 High St., MC #94, Mp #29,
1899 and 1901) initiated the style in 1899.

A third type, the Renaissance Revival building, executed inyellow brick with
el aborate cast-iron cornice, is found intw exanples on the east side of High
Street (270-276 High St., MC #195 Mp #3, 1906; 288-290 High St., MC #197,
Mp #6, 1908)

(continued)
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Both were built in the first decade of the 20th c. Qne, the eight story J.S.
Smth Building (270-276 High St., M #195 Map #3, 1906), is one of Hol yoke's
tallest buildings. A nore nodest exanple is the four-story Curran Block
(288-290 High St., MHC #197, Map #6, ca. 1908). These buildings have
roundheaded upper w ndows, pilasters spanning several stories, and

quoi n-accented corners.

A final group of three buildings, related to the Renaissance Revival pairi n
their symmretry andclassical decoration, hasflatter facades, undecorated
rectangul ar w ndows, sinple masonry cornices, and nore restrained
ornamentation. These buildings are located onboth sides of High Street
(233-243 High St.. MHC #193, Map #25, ca. 1920; 284 High St., MHC #196, Mp

#5, facade ca. 1910) andonCity Hall Court (City Hall Annex, Map #2, 1913)

and are constructed of yellow andpainted brick or faced with cast stone. The
group washbuilt between 1910 and 1920.

A nore detailed description of the individual buildings in the boundary
increase is provided bel ow

VST SIDE GF H (H STREET: FIRM DWQAT STREET TO SUHFAQLK STREET

Begi nning onthe southwest corner of Dwight andHigh Streets, across High
Street fromthe City Hall, the four-story masonry MAuslan and Wakelin

Buil ding (233-243, MHC #193, NMap #25, facade ca. 1920) has a pale cream
sheathing of cast stone with low-relief, restrained classical ornamentation in
the form of rosettes, a nmolded cornice, flat panelling, and pilasters that
frame a central wi ndow bay. I'ts windows are metal replacements. The facing,
applied by MAuslan and Wakelin, a department store, ca. 1920, joins two ol der
brick buildings into asingle unit. Street-level remodelling hasreduced the
size of display windows with brick infill andrelocated the entrance t othe
ground-floor retail area t othe building's corner facing Dwight Street. Some
bl ocked wi ndows are |ocated above a second entrance at 560 Dwi ght Street that
leads to upstairs offices.

Adj acent, t othe south, is the nost elaborate of the four story red brick
Romanesque bl ocks, the Russell-Osborne Building (245 MHC #93, Map #26, ca.
1885). Although i tis smaller in scale, the Russell-Osborne Building relates
to the Cal edonian Building in the North High Street Historic District; both
share a level of high-style design that sets the standard in their respective
blocks. This 25 wide, four-bay, symmetrical building has a slate mansard
roof with parapeted dormer, andarched frames above pairs of second-floor

wi ndows. Originally owmed anddesigned by architect James A Clough, the

(continued)
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block i sfancifully embellished with carved brownstone animals and plants and
red terracotta tiles with foliate designs. Rough-faced brownstone quoins,
colums, lintels, sills, andbeltcourses decorate thelargely intact upper
stories. Elaborate lizard and insect figures on t hekeystones of second-floor
arches, however, have been broken. The roof i sdecoratively edged with
brownstone cordons and a rowof carvings along thecrest; thedormeri s
adorned with a tabbed roundheaded pair of windows, a circular w ndow, and
beltcourses. The first floor has been refaced with new redbrick laid with
pink mortar, framng arched openings, one filled with a Colonial Revival
mul ti pane wi ndow with fanlight. [Inset i nanother arch i stheentrance to the
offices of current occupants. These alterations have disrupted an otherwise
wel | -preserved and notable facade.

The next west side building (249-251, Myp #27, ca. 1881), the Mayberry
Building. i sanother narrow four-story redbrick structure. This i s the

ol dest building i ntheproposed district, built about 1881. Mich sinpler than
the Russell-Osborne block, theMyberry Building has flat gray stone lintels
and sills and masonry ornamentation limted tosegmental brick arches over
groups of third-story windows and rows of bracketlike bricks beneath sills.
The five-bay building appears t ohave been three stories inheight originally;
bricks of a different kind surround fourth-floor w ndows, and their brownstone
lintels and sills deviate from t he sandstone trim of [ower windows. The
narrow metal cornice i sa departure from theelaborate brick cornices of nany
1880s buildings. Flutedhalf-roundcast iron colums frame first-floor

di splay windows. Large second-floor windows are replacements.

The three-story Woolworth Building (253-257 High St., Map #28, facade
1912/1923) i sthenorthernmost of thethree buildings with creamcast-stone
Beaux Arts facades. The facade unified a former double redbrick building
with two shops. A three-bay symmetrical front i sdivided with panelled
pilasters topped with acanthus-decorated, garland-draped capitals. The
building's cornice, also cast stone, i selaboratewith dentils and eggand
dart designs. Fluted, scrolled keystones adorn third-story w ndows, and
carved sills thesecond floor windows. Street-level modifications have
unified theSteiger (259-271 High St., ML #94, Map #29, 1899 and 1901) and
Wool worth display areas. A common al umi num edged canopy hung with metal
supports covers thesidewal k. Both buildings currently have bl ocked wi ndows
and ar e unoccupi ed.

The four-story Steiger Building (259-271, MC #94, Myp #29, 1899 and 1901),
m d-block on thewest side of High Street, faces City Hall Court. The |argest
and earliest of thelight-colored Beaux Arts buildings, this i salso

(continued)
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the nmost el aborate exanple designed by GP.B Alderman. Pale creamcolored
brick walls arenearly obscured by extensive cast stone and terracotta
ornaments of thesane color. Theasymetry of thefour-bay front reflects

Al bert Steiger's purchase of thesouthern 25" portion two years after the
northern part wasbuilt. Two-story fluted Corinthian pilasters separate
second- and third-story windows and frame thebuilding. Bold, round, and
segmental terracotta keystoned arches crown third-floor w ndows, and lavish,
fine-textured terracotta egg and dart moldings frame fourth-floor rectangul ar
wi ndows. Thebuilding's ornate iron cantilevered cornicewith dentils andegg
and dart moldings i sbhordered with a garland-festooned frieze. Cartouches
enbl azoned with "S' are festooned, beaded, and crown-topped. Rows of
rosettes, panelling, and geometric ornaments band thefront between stories.
Like theWolworth Building (253-257 High St., My #28, ca. 1912), Steiger's
at street level has concrete and bl ack marble-faced piers between boarded-up
di splay wi ndows, and a canopy over thesidewalk. Thebuilding i scurrently
unoccupi ed.

The Tilley-Childs Building (273-279 High St., M #194, Map #30, 1888, facade
ca. 1912)(Photos No.36¢c7) i sa four-story, three-bay building with Beaux Arts
cast stone ornanents applied over pale creambrick walls. Abovethe
storefront, nowoccupied by American Discount Stores, where only rusticated
corner piers remain fromtheearlier front, panelledpilasters with lonic
capitals hung with floral sprays divide wi ndow bays. Between segnmental-arched
fourth floor windows, piers arerusticated. Anelaborate cornice i sbordered
by scrolled, festooned brackets and modillions. @n thecrowning parapet, a
cartouche with "Childs" i nthecentral panel indicates thefacade was redone
after Thomas S Childs' purchase of thebuilding fromJohn Tilley, its
builder, i n1911. Second- and third-story windows areset i n rectangul ar
frames; thelower set, with large panes, may be replacements. Fan-shaped
muntins decorate thecentral third-floor w ndow.

The southern neighbor of thethree Beaux Arts buildings i stheTaber Block
(281-283 High St., MHC #95, Map #31, ca. 1884), ahbuilding resembling
Russel | - Osborne bl ock (245H gh St., MHC #93, Map #26, ca. 1885) withits
mansard roof, central steep-pitchedparapeted dormer with circular wi ndow,
Romanesque arches, and brownstone trim (attributed t o Holyoke architect GP. B
Al derman). Thesymmetrical front of thefour-story building i sdecorated with
three tiers of arched wi ndows above t heshopfront: onthesecond floor,
rough-faced, brownstone segnental arches crown pairs of windows, onthethird,
blind round arches with brownstone cordons join pairs of roundheaded wi ndows,
and onthefourth-floor, a series of smaller roundheaded cordoned windows! i e
close tothecornice. Spiral pineapple finials atop bracketed bosses ornament

(continued)
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the slate mansard roof's corners. Round iron colums frame display w ndows on
the first floor, space nowoccupied by the Celery Stalk Deli.

Anot her four-story red brick and brownstone building from the sane period, t he
Bi shop Bl ock (285-287, M #96, Mp #32, ca. 1890), also has a symmetrical
four-bay front. Unlike its neighbor, the Taber Block, this building's trimis
flush andnmore conservative andat the roofline displays a crenelated brick
cornice, less fashionable than a slate mansard with dormer, but a type conmon
at the time. Thelarge second-floor wi ndows appear to be replacements, but
third- andfourth-floor wi ndows have brownstone sills andcrowns; semcircular
keystoned arches on stone corbels top evenly spaced fourth-floor 2-over-2

wi ndows, andpieced flat stone lintels on stepped brick corbels crown 2-over-2
third-floor windows with small-paned transoms. At street level, two inset
doorways flank central display w ndows. Metal pilasters mark the outside
corners of the building onthe first story.

The next building, onthe corner of Suffolk andHigh Streets (289-297 High
St.e MHC #198, MNhp #33, ca. 1910), formerly tw buildings, has a post-1940
brick facade. O der brickwork onthe back of the building indicates the new
facade was applied tothe older buildings. Two stories in height, the
building appears taller because of a parapet along both High and Suffolk
Streets. Ametal band circles the building above |ower metal-framed wi ndows
that are narrow andvertical along Suffolk Street andlarge facing High Street
Square; regularly spaced second floor windows have metal lintels.

EAST SSIDE OF H (H STRET: FROM DWGHT STREET TO SUFHFALK STREET

(n the southeast corner of High andDwight Streets, the High Victorian Gothic
City Hall (Atwood/Kilburne, M #101, Nap #1, 1871-1876) stands on a green | ot
bounded by a granite retaining wall planted with grass, foundation shrubs, and
trees. This elaborate andinposing granite building is the only structurei n
the proposed district already listed in the National Register (NR1975).
Extravagantly embellished with ornate cresting, striped, multi-colored slate
on its steep-pitched roofs, stained glass, andcarefully crafted cut stone
detailing, the City Hall is anotable symbol of civic pride. Because High
Street has becone a nore inmportant thoroughfare than Dwight Street, t he

sem -circular walk andpavilion onthe west side of the building are nore
heavily used today than the Dwight Street entrance. Behind the building on
Dwi ght Street is atwo-tier parking area. @ the northwest corner of the | ot,
a granite Gothic drinking fountain erected in 1901 by the Vénen's Christian
Tenperance Union exhorts passersby t oavoid strong drink when quenching their
thirst. Qn the southwest side of the |ot, onthe part of City Hall Court next

(continued)
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to High Street, a Korean Veterans Menorial is a shady paved quadrangle with

benches.

Facing City Hall across City Hall Court, behind the commercial row on east

side of

High Street, the City Hall Annex (Mp #2, 1913) is a yellow brick

five-story building with classical symretry and ornanents, and |arge
Sullivan-type windows. The Annex has the regular, rectilinear design of steel
frame construction, sheathed on the foundation with rough-faced granite and on
the first floor with yellow sandstone ashlar. Quoins and w ndow trim on the
brick stories above a nolded beltcourse are also sandstone. Above a cornice

mol di ng,

a parapet is punctuated with extensions of pilasters that separate

| ower wi ndow bays. The large rectangular w ndows are tripartite with
transoms, set in panelled wooden wi ndow frames. A door is centrally placed on
the five-bay front-facing City Hall, topped with a bracketed balustrade and
urns over an inscribed panel. O the east side facing Newton Place where the
annex is eight bays wide, a second door is simlarly decorated, and several
vehicle doors once used by the police department open onto the wal kway.

The

1906)

eight-story J. R Smith Building (270-276 High St., MC #195 Mp #3,
is the northernmost building of the commercial row between the City Hal

and Suffolk Street on the east side of High Street. (e of the tallest
Hol yoke buildings, itsyellowbrick and cast stone walls beneath an ornate,
cantilevered metal cornice have a three-part arrangement and Renai ssance

Revi val

ornaments. A rusticated base of the lower tw stories includes an

arched entrance to the offices of the upper floors. Sem-circular arcaded
w ndows with keystones on the sixth floor crown a four-story tier; piers

accented with brick quoins frame a cutaway corner bay. Above a cast stone
mol di ng another two-story tier beneath the cornice has arched and keystoned
ei ghth-story w ndows; fluted pilasters divide w ndow bays on the sides, and

ashl ar

pilasters frame the corner. Cast-stone spandrels above the large

arched entrance on High Street are decorated with ruffled ribbon designs. A

met al

replacement door and infilled arch, tiled flanking piers, and alum num

framed-di splay windows that project beyond the cutaway corner of upper stories

alter

the character of the lower part of the building. Sone of the older

facade is preserved on the first floor along City Hall Court

A two-story building with post-1940 facade (278-282 High St.. Mp #4, facade

ca.

is the second building from City Hall in the east side row Thi's

noncontributing building with yellow brick front has a wi de panelled
brown- pai nted parapet and metal-framed windows. Brick piers divide
second-floor windows with slightly arched lintels of vertical bricks. A red
brick pier that appears to be an addition since the facade was conpleted

(continued)
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divides thecurrent pair of street-facing businesses: Going Places Travel and
the Col ony Restaurant.

The only building on theeastern side of High Street between Dwi ght and
Suffolk Streets tohave survived with sone visible evidence of an 1880s origin
is theWlie and Perkins Block (284High St., MC #196, Myp #5, 1886, facade
ca. 1910). Framing theshopfront of thewhite-painted, brick, two-story
building are thenost ornate cast iron colums i ntheproposed district,
incised with bullseyes and scrolled designs, andwith fluted and
rope-patterned bases. Sinple panelling on a brick parapet and above
second-floor windows are Neo-classical features of a second-floor addition
nmade about 1910. Three second-floor windows areinset i na single panelled
frane and have shutters, probably added t omatch Colonial Revival nultipaned
display windows at street level. A lozenge-patterned transom over the |ower
w ndows and doors i syet another turn-of-the-century decorative layer. The
surround of an inset door beside theshop, leading totheupstairs, i s
currently being renodel ed with wooden panelling. The building's current
occupant i s Downtown Desserts.

The four-story Curran Building (288-290 High St., MC # 197, Myp #6, ca.
1908), built by Joseph Laliberte, resenbles thetall J. R Smith Building
(270-276 High St.) i nits Renaissance Revival features, brick color, and

el aborate projecting cast-iron cornice. An arcade of windows on thefourth
floor of thethree-bay front have sem -circular upper panes with fan muntins
beneath brick arches. Yellow cast stone fornms sills, cordons, keystones,
mol ded beltcourses, and panelled pilasters that frame thefront on t he second
and third floors. \Woden wi ndow franes are finely dentilled. Third-floor
rectangul ar windows aretopped with transoms, while a series of six
second-floor wi ndows are surrounded with panelling. The shopfront has been
remodel l ed with alum numfranmed display w ndows, a projecting prowof
signboard, and deeply inset door.

h thenortheast corner of High and Suffolk Streets, a three-story building
(292-300 High St.. Myp #7, facade ca. 1963) with a post-1940 facadei s
considered noncontributing totheproposed district increase. Faced with
yellow brick along Suffolk Street, and by an aluminumgrid filled with
conmposite panels and plate glass on High Street, thebuilding's redbrick rear
alley side has a wooden bracketed cornice and second floor stained glass

wi ndow pointing toa turn-of-the-century date for thebuilding beneaththe
facade. Wndows on the Suffolk Street side are framed i nalunmnum and grouped
with conposite panels. A sign with clock, mounted perpendicular tothebrick
wal |l on theSuffolk side, advertises thecurrent occupant and owner.

(continued)
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VEEST SIDE OF H (H STREET: FROM SUHFQ K STREET TOAPPLETON

The Conway Bl ock (301 High St., MHC #199, Map #34, ca. 1885) is a four-story,
red brick commercial block andone of the earliest comercial buildings inthe

district. I toriginally housed a nunber of businesses, including the American
Express Co. (1885) andMartin P. Conway, a dealer i npianos and organs
(1895). 1 tis aneight-bay square structure with nost of its architectural

details intact. The storefronts with cast iron details have been restored.
The upper levels feature segmental -arched windows with stone sills. A
corbeled brick cornice termnates the building andhides the flat roof.

Two adjacent ol der buildings (311 High St.. Map #35) have been united and
renodeled i nrecent years and, as aresult, have lost most of their
architectural integrity, andtherfore are considered noncontributing. The
current GOscar Bail & Go. incorporates anarrow four-story building anda small
two-story building. Both are sheathed i nwood andsynthetic panels.

The commercial blocks at 317-319 & 321-323 High St. (MHC#200, Map #36- 37,
remodel ed 1914) reflect the common modification of earlier buildings tosuit a
changi ng econony. The two-story, blond brick facade of 317-319 High Street
features a three-part fixed wi ndow above the storefronts. The two-story, red
brick facade of 321-323 High Street features cast metal trim Atlases reveal
that four-story brick buildings occupied both these sites from 1889t o 1914.
The excess space may have proved uneconom cal andthe buildings were partially
denolished andrenodeled t otheir present form

The one-story, cast-concretecomercial block at 325-331 High Street (MHC
#201, ca. 1930) i s one of the few buildings t osuggest the Art Deco style.
While nost of High Street hadbeen built upbythe 1930s, when the style
became popul ar, the owner of this parcel may have renodeled anolder building
and added the rounded linear details t othe newcast-concretefacade.

The small commercial buildings at 333 & 337 High Street (aretail storeand
the Holyoke Credit Union) are noncontributing buildings erected or modified
about 1970. Both are sinple, onestory, brick storefronts with later
additions.

The Rigali Building (341-343 High St., MHC#97, Map #41, built 1887) is one of
the keybuildings onthe block. The ornate, four-story, painted brick

buil ding was designed i n the Romanesque/ Queen Anne style by CGeorge P.B

Al derman, a Holyoke architect. The owner, L. J. Rigali, was a whol esal eand
retail dealer incigars andtobacco. Thebuilding is unusual for its
asymmetrical facade, projecting bay, andpartial turret topped by a metal

(continued)
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finial. Theflat portion of thefacade features a series of arches

termnating i nametal cornice anda slate roof. Despite sone alterationto
the storefront andsecond story, thebuilding retains nmost of its original
decorative features.

The three-story painted brick building with well-proportioned arches i n the
facade was horme t o both t he Young Men's andt he Young Vénen' s Christian
Association i nthelate 19th ca. (345-347 High St.. MHC #98, Map #42, built
1884-1889). The graduated arched bays separated bybrick pilasters lead to a
slate parapet andanintersecting pediment. Thestorefront has been modified
in typical fashion, but theupper levels are intact.

The City Marketplace (355High St., M #43) i sanore recent intrusion dating
ca. 1950. It isatwo-story nmodernbuilding constructed of metal and gl ass.
[t maintains theconsistent Hi gh Street pattern of party walls andno setback.

The Hairdressing School (357-369 High St.. Map #44, ca. 1950) i s anot her
nmodern intrusion with recent modifications. 't isatwo-story buildingof
metal, tile, andglass that fills thecorner parcel. Mny of the openings
have been covered with corrugated panels.

EAST SIDE OF H GH STREET: AROM SUHFQLK STREET TO APPLETON STREET

The People's Bank (302High St., Map #8, built ca. 1970) occupies t he

prom nent corner location at High and Suffolk Streets. |t i sa nobdern
four-story building of brown brick andcast concrete with fixed single-paned
W ndows.

Peopl e's Bank has also incorporated thebuilding formerly occupied by the
Young Men's Hebrew Association (316 High St., M #337, Map #9, built 1917).
The six-story, blond brick building i sone of thetaller buildings in the
district (nmost arefour stories). Thestreet level hasbeen conpletely
enclosed i ncast-concrete panels, but t heupper levels reveal keystone arches,
cast-concrete detailing, andthestandard divisions based onthe proportions
of base, shaft, andcapital of lonic colums. Prior totheYMH#A a fire
station occupied the |ot.

The comercial block at 320-322 High St. (Map#10, ca. 1890) i sa four-story,
red brick Victorian structure. Twobays wide, it hashbrick arches i nrelief
with brownstone springings andseveral rows of terracotta rosettes beneath a
mousetooth brick cornice t oenhance theupper |evels.

(continued)
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The Cuyott Block (324-326 High St., MC #100, 1892) is a four-story building
with a rough brownstone exterior and a steep slate roof. The facade is
enhanced by Rormanesque arches, vine carvings, and figural masks. Like severa
other buildings inthe district, the Guyott Block was designed by George PB
Al derman.  The Cuyott Block and the Rigali Building together with the Steiger
and Taber buildings are good exanples of the imaginative level and stylistic
range of his design work which finds its earlier equivalent inthe Caledonian
Bl ock i nthe North High Street district

The Guyott House Hotel (328-330 High St., MC #203, 1886) i s another bold
exanpl e of the Romanesque style. The three-story, red brick building features
a corbelled brick cornice and a conplex pattern of half-round and
semi-elliptical arches enclosing the varied windows. Historic photographs
reveal that the small corner tower formerly had a pyram dal roof and that the
wi ndow above the front entrance was a secondary door leading to an iron

bal cony. The east side of High Street is interrupted just south of the
Guyotte House by Division Street, a small street which now |eads to a parking

deck.

The Ross Building (344 High St., Mp #13, ca. 1960) stands at the southeast
corner of High and Division Streets. | tis an unassumng two-story building
of concrete block and cenent that maintains the consistent line of frontage on
High Street. |t sinmediate neighbors are Lorraine's Fashions (352 High St.

Mp #14, ca. 1960) and Hol yoke Underwater Supply G. (356 High St.. Mp #15,
ca. 1970). Both are recent intrusions inthe formof narrow, one-story brick
buildings with modern storefronts

The brick commercial block at 358-364 High Street (ML #204, Mp #16, built
1886) is nmore typical of the Victorian comercial blocks along High Street
It isa four-story, redbrick building with a date (1886) inpressed inthe
facade. The cast-iron storefronts and |eaded gl ass transoms have survived
without substantial alteration. The w ndows on the upper stories are set
under brick arches with stone trim  The pressed metal cornice features
realistic lion nmasks.

The four-story commercial block at 366-368 High Street (ML #205, Mp #17,
built 1880) is a redbrick building with unusual trim of rough-faced granite
(brownstone i s nore conmon i n Hol yoke). The storefront has been altered in
typical fashion, but the upper levels retain bold granite arches, corner

quoi ns, horizontal bands, and a well-preserved metal cornice.

(continued)
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The Curran Block (370Hi gh St., MH #206, Map #18, built 1886) represents t he
relatively sinple form of theearlier buildings onHigh Street (before 1890).
The four-story, redbrick structure features arelatively flat facade enhanced
with corbelled anddecorative brick patterns and a nodest use of brownstone
trim  These features arefound i nseveral of thelater comercial blocksi n
the North High Street district andprovide continuity between the two
districts. Thebuilding was occupied by a drugstore i nthelate 19th century,
but thestorefront has been conpletely nmodernized with metal andglass panels.

VEST SIDE GF H (H STREET: FROM APPLETON STREET TO ESSEX STREET

The huge but conpact Second Congregational Church (395High St., MHC #113, Map
#45, 1884 & 1921) extends thefull length of theAppleton Street block between
Mapl e andHigh Streets. Themain entrances of t henmassive brownstone conpl ex,
nmade up of t hechurch, thechapel, andparish house, are on Maple Street and
Appl eton Street, but thebuildings areanimportant institutional anchor at
the southern endof thecentral business district. Thechurch buildingsand
City Hall provide balancing departures from theregularity of the comercial
blocks lining thestreet. Theconplex i sstylistically andphysically unified
by itsCGothic style andconstruction i nrough-faced ashlar brownstone. The
church itself was originally constructed i nt he Romanesque style by H F.

Kilburn of NewYork, after designs by P B Johnson of NewYork. |t was
heavily damaged by fire i n1919andwas rebuilt i ntheGothic style, designed
by Allen andCollens of Boston. |t follows thetraditional plan of along

nave andtransepts with a massive corner tower onthenorthwest side.

The Skinner Chapel (MHC#113, Map #45) al so designed by Allen and Col | ens, was
built adjacent tothemin sanctuary i n1912. |t follows a pure Gothic style
with intricate stained glass windows nounted i nelaborate tracery, asteeply
pitched roof over thenave, andpromnent spires with crockets tosetoff the
sem - hexagonal apse. |t i sconnected tothenmin building by a one-story
brownst one wal kway.

The Parish House (MHC#113, Map #45) i stheportion of thechurch conplex that
extends along High Street toward Essex. | ti salong, rectangular, two-story
structure inbrownstone with Tudor Revival details. Thecenter projectingbay
features anoriel w ndow, which contrastswith thepaired casenent w ndows and
stained glass roundels of thereminder of thefacade. A stone wall andiron
fence define thechurch property, anda small vacant parcel (Map #46)
separates theconplex fromthenext comercial building.

(continued)
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The LaFrance Block (405-411 High St., MC #211, Map #47, ca. 1909) marks t he
limt of theproposed district onthewest side of High Street. The
three-story brick building features a Ronanesque Revival brownstone facade
with stone piers, Frank Furness-1like squat colums, andmetal support posts.
The storefront has been greatly altered andthebuilding i snowvacant with
w ndows boar ded up.

EAST SICE OF H GH STREET: FROMAPPLETON STREET TO ESSEX STREET

The Senior Block at thecorner of Appleton andHi gh Streets (380H gh St., MC
#207, Map #19, 1898) i sa six-story Renai ssance Revival block whose two-story
base i sfaced with rusticated cast stone. A cast stone beltcourse separates
brick fifth andsixth stories anda broad metal entablature provides acap to
the building together with a w de cornice overhang decorated with overscaled
modi | lion blocks. Advancing towards curtain wall construction, this building's
exterior was being considered by it sdesigner as a base, shaft, and capital,
with windows expanding tofill thebays.

Less advanced stylistically i stheadjacent redbrick building at 382-384 High
Street. (MHC #208, ©Map #20, ca. 1895-1903). The McLean Block's six stories
articulate their load-bearing structure: each story i streated as a separate
layer stacked onthefloor belowit. Thefirst-floor storefront has been
completely altered;, however, second- andthird-story windows areunited by
full-height pilasters that support a full entablature. Arched windows at the
fourth floor, segmentally arched windows onthefifth, and double-arched

wi ndows onthesixth floor conplete thefenestration pattern.

The Renai ssance Revival Essex House at 400 High Street (MHC #99, Map #24,
1907) i sayellowhbrick building with stucco andmarble detailing, designed by
architect W B Reid. As was thecase at the Senior Block, thearchitectural
problem at the Essex House was t olink all itsstories i naunified whole, and
rather than treating thebuilding as a colum as di d thearchitect of the
Senior Block, W B Reid chose analternative approach that was also current
at thetime: unifying theeight stories by extending pilasters thefull height
of thebuilding andending i na rowof arched windows. Ornate floral plaster
reliefs i nthespandrels, keystones, andfigureheads i ntheheavy projecting
cornice are Sullivanesque details; quoins and brick stringcourses conpletet he
Renai ssance Revival features. This i sthefinal building ontheeast sideof
High Street within theproposed district boundary increase.

(continued)
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Archaeol ogi cal Description

Wiile no prehistoric sites arecurrently recorded i nthedistrict, it is
possible that sites arepresent. Eight sites arerecorded i nthegeneral area
(within one mle). The physical characteristics of thedistrict, a

wel | -drained terrace adjacent toa major riverine drainage and fall [ine
indicate favorable locational criteria for native settlement and subsistence
activities. I ngeneral, however, thepotential for locating significant

prehistoric survivals i slowbecause of intensive m d 19th through 20th
century urban devel opment i nt he area.

There i salso a |l owpotential for significant historic period survivals within
the district. Gven extensive historic period devel opment withinthe
district, thesmall amount of green space and |l ack of historic resources which
predate 19th-20th century industrial expansion i nthearea, a |l owpotential
exists for significant historic period survivals.

(end)

8. STATEMENT (F SI GN FI CANCE

The Boundary Increase totheNorth High Street District, Holyoke, also neets
criteria A and C of theNational Register as did theoriginal district.
However, theBoundary Increase also nmeets National Register criteria
consideration A for properties owned and used for religious purposes. The
Boundary Increase, like theoriginal district, i sof local significance. The
additional buildings, which stand on High Street between Dwi ght and Essex
Streets, areevidence of rapid downtown devel opment during theyears of

Hol yoke's greatest prosperity. Their addition tothedistrict extends the
period of nmost active building into the20th century. As theCity Hall itself
is a statement of Holyoke's aspiration tobecome a great industrial city, such
anbitious conmmercial structuresas Steiger's and thetowering Smth Building,
together with theinmposing canals and mills on [ower ground and entrepreneurs'
mansions i nt heHghlands (both outside theNorth High Street Historic
District), form a whole i nthesurviving streetscape that representsthe

| egacy of Hol yoke's industrial prosperity.

The devel opment of Hol yoke proceeded according toa plan drawn by t he Hadl ey
Falls Gonmpany, investors who, beginning i n1846, had bought up farmand to
realize avision of an industrial city, powered by thefall of Connecticut
River water through a series of canals and spillways adjacent totheriver's

(continued)
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natural falls. As early as Novenber 1848, when CGeorge and Cyrenius Wl cott
bought a | oti ntheproposed district, streets had been naned (many for the
conpany's investors) and laid out, parcel sizes established, and restrictions
designed toinsure fireproof walls and roofs and t oprovide roomfor

sidewal ks. The roads i nthevicinity were not yet conpl eted, however, i n 1855
when Erastus B Bigel ow, a Boston carpet manufacturer and investor, bought a
large tract that included land on t he east side of High Street.

As early cotton, woolen, and paper mills began production and a work force of
immgrant Irish, Scottish, English, and French Canadians crowded into
tenenents near themills and thedam land i ntheproposed district extension
remai ned undevel oped; thewest side of High Street was owned by t he Hol yoke
Vater Power Conpany (HWPCo), t he successor i n1859 of thefailed Hadley Falls
Conpany, while theeast side passed fromBigelowtoa pair of nonresident
investors, Joseph Lea of Philadel phia and John Fallon of Lawence. He sold
them t he parcel bounded by Dwi ght, High, Suffolk, and Front Streets i h 1865
for $3750.

By 1870 Hol yoke's industrial future |ooked bright. Local noney had succeeded
in establishing theHolyoke and Westfield Rail Road, an inexpensive transport
link for industrial goods. Planningwas under way for a municipal water
system  Several mills established i nthe 1860s were thriving, and the town
planned t o assune t hecharter of a city.

As Hol yoke grew, two major commercial districts developed. Qe was locatedi n
an area known as "the hill" along Maple and High Streets, theother on "the
flat" around therailroad depot. The business district that devel oped around
Depot Square spread west along Dwight Street, which by the 1880s was a solid
nmass of buildings. Only two of these structures survive above thecanals, and
these have been included i ntheNorth High Street District. The business
district that developed on thehill has retained a coherent group of

conmercial buildings fromthesecond half of the 19thcentury and intothe
twentieth century.

The commrercial buildings i nthe Boundary |ncrease were built between 1880 and
1930 i na climate of speculation and booning |and values. The appearance of a
High Street trolley i n1884 helped toredirect thedevel opi ng downtown away
from Dwi ght and Main Streets totheblocks of High Street south of Dwi ght.
Because the City Hall was designed i ntheearly 1870s before theshift in
orientation, its front faces Dwight Street where today fewbusiness blocks
survive.

(continued)
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Devel oprment of the block of High Street south of Dwight was spurred by a My
1, 1871 town meeting vote that chose to take a 200" square | ot on the
sout heast corner of High and Dwi ght, then owned by the Newton brothers, for a

new City Hall. Only one of the 25 parcels on the block (the Wolcott lot, the
sout hwest corner of Dwight and High Sts.) had been purchased before that
date. Because the blocks of High north of Dwight were built by 1870, it had

been agreed to site the City Hall somewhere on High Street between Dwi ght and
Appleton Streets. The presence of businesses on Dwi ght gave weight to the
final choice.

In 1872 the two lots south of Wblcott's were purchased for $4800-5000 each
from the Hol yoke Water Power Conpany, owner of the entire west side of High
Street. During the 1870s, the conpany inplemented the devel opnent plan with
deed restrictions that requirednew buildings to have brick or stone walls and
incombustible roofing, to pave and curb 12 walks along High Street, and to
keep open rear alleys of specified dimensions for the laying of sewer', water,
and gas pipes. A birdseye view, nade in 1876 at the time of City Hall's

compl etion, shows no devel opment on the west side of the street inthis block,
and | ot sales halted until 1879, when three nore lots on the west side of High
were purchased after prices had dropped to $2000. The slowdown i n devel opment
my be attributed to the widespread depression of 1873,

Lots on the east side of the block, however, noved nmore quickly. Post mast er
Charles B Prescott sold all of themwithin a two-day period inthe spring of
1873 to five different local purchasers for $4000 per lot. A few weeks
earlier, inApril, he had sold the city a 40" x 200" strip next to the City
Hall [ ot taken from the Newtons; the previous October he had bought the whole
parcel between the City Hall | ot and Suffolk St. from Janes H Newton. (The
Newt on brothers, inturn, had acquired a large tract of land east of High
Street from Lea and Fallonin 1871.) The deeds from Prescott conveyed the
building restrictions that had been passed down i n deeds since the Hadl ey
Falls Conpany sold the land to Erastus Bigelow in 185. As on the west side
of High Street, they required stone or brick outside walls, incombustible
roofs, and alley provisions, though sidewal ks were not nmentioned. A new
restriction in the 1873 Prescott deeds created a 15 passageway between the
City Hall 1ot and the parcels to the south. The passage, to be maintained by
the town, has becone City Hall Court.

Construction as well as the sale of lots was slow in the 1870s. |n 1879 the
Wol cotts erected a block on the corner of Dwi ght and High Streets in which
George kept a boot and shoe store. (This building my survive beneath 20th
Century facing at 233-243 High St.) A birdseye view of 1881 shows a row of

(continued)
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smal |, gable-front, unconnected buildings onthe west side of High; this
evidence, along with an 1881 deed that noted unconveyed buildings on a
westside | ot would be renoved, indicates that sonme frame buildings had been
erected on HM® land in spite of the restrictions of the master plan. Qnthe
east side of High Street, athree-story brick block visible in the 1876
hirdseye view was gone by 1881, by which date there were some one-story
buildings onthat side. MNone of these 1870s buildings seens to have survived.

During the 1880s, the pace of property sales and building speeded dramatically
on the block, asthis part of High Street was chosen as a favored spot for
relocations of retail firms and for openings of new businesses. This partof
H gh Street was already seen as anextension of the North High Street blocks
bet ween Lyrman and Dwi ght Streets. The Holyoke Street Railway began to operate
in 1884, running cars along High Street with connections to the mill district
and the residential neighborhoods. A qui ckened econonic climate favored
specul ation and rapid property turnover. George H Allyn, a nmenber of a
fam |y promnent inreal estate and in the devel opment of the block, wote in
1912, "Never was a business street built upnore rapidly, and the rise in

val ues was phenonenal. Menwere nade wealthy by a single purchase on High
Street."

Ni ne remaining westside lots were all bought from the HH¥® by local investors
between May and July of 1881, for $2000 per lot. Only alley restrictions were
conveyed in these later deeds. W IliamH Mayberry speedily erected a plain
brick block (249-251 High St.) on his | ot and opened a trunk and harness

shop. Between 1883 and 1887, eight nore westside buildings were erected.

John Tilley built both a newbuilding for his furniture store (formerly on
Main St., nowat 273-279 High St.) and in 188 a |large three-parcel block next
to Wolcott (part of 233-243 High St.) that housed the newly organized People's
Savings Bank and Hone National Bank (on whose boards he served) aswell as a
retail shop.

Architect James A Clough built anelaborate block that advertisedhis design
capabilities (245 High St.); hekept his offices upstairs, and onthe first
floor, G E Russell operated ahardware store. By 1883 when Janes F. Allen
bought two lots for aclothing store, the | ot price had appreciated to

$5000- $5500 per | ot .

Frank Taber, awell-established jeweler, built a new block (281-283 High St.)
relocating from ablock farther north on High Street. W L. L' Esperance built
a block in 1883 (where 289-291 High St. stands). Joseph S Preston of South

Hadl ey built a block in 1883 to house his business onone of the three parcels

(continued)
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that |ater becane Steiger's (259-271 High St.). John G Bishop built 285-287
High Street i n 1885.

By 1889, buildings stood on all thewestside lots and all were occupied. O
these, four buildings survive today with intact upper facades (245, 249-251,
281-283,. and 285-287 High St.) and i ntheir 25 frontages, they retainthe
di mension of theoriginal parcels.

Buil dings stood on all but one of theeastside lots by theend of the 1880s.
Two four-story blocks on thenorth end of therowhoused Hubbard and Taber, a
printing and engraving firm and amilliner. A plumber, undertaker, and
wal | paper business occupied a tripartite one-story block totheir south.

Hei dner's variety store (284Hi gh St.), dealing i nsewing machi nes and musi cal
instruments, was housed i na one-story building erected i n1886 by owners
Wlie and Perkins. Jeremiah A Sullivan sold thema | ot for $5000 witht he
provision that within three nonths they begin construction of abuildingto
cost not Iess than $1000. (Decorative cast-iron colums flanking the present
building at 284 High St. aretheonly visible evidence of an east side
building's 19th Century origin.) Beyond an enpty | ot on thefar end of the
bl ock, i nanother one-story building, were two saloons, one runby Killegrew
and Regan, and agrocery.

In thelate 1890s, two dry goods stores, MAuslan & Wakelin and Steiger's,
nmoved t ot heblock between Dwight and Suffolk Streets and consolidated
adjacent buildings into larger units. MAuslan and Wakelin roved from Dwi ght
Street totheWlcott Building on High Street (onthesouthwest corner of High
and Dwight Sts.) i n1900, and later nmoved into thelarger Tilley Building next
door displacing two of three banks that were there i n1900. |1 n1903 the firm
bought theTilley building and i n1909 Al exander MAuslan bought the Wbl cott
Building. The light-colored cast-stone facade that links thetwo buildings
(233-239 High St.) was i nplace i n 1920.

Al bert Steiger, an immgrant from Al sace who had opened his first dry goods
store i nWestfield, bought three adjacent westside buildings containing four
street-level businesses (259-271 High St.). On thenorthern part (where a
5-cent store, ajeweler, and a cigar shop had been located i n1889, at |east
one of them a one- or two-story building), he built a four-story buildingi n
1899 i nthe Beaux Arts fashion popularized by t he 1893 Chicago Col unbian
Exposition. The elaborate facade was extended south after he acquired the
Preston Building i n1901. I ntheearly 1900s, the Steiger store wasthe

| argest commercial building on theblock, though it was dwarfed i n1906 with
the construction of Josiah Smith's eight-story building directly across High
Street (270-276 HighSt.).

(continued)
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Grocer and baker Josiah Reed Smith had purchased t hesouthern of a pair of
four-story brick buildings on theeast side of High Street i n1892, and opened
a grocery there. After buying Hubbard and Taber's corner block i n 1904 where
they had operated a printing and engraving business. Smth had amassed a
two-parcel ot for his newbuilding. Qe of only two eight-storystructures
in Holyoke, thebuilding housed Smith's grocery i na corner, street-level
store; seven floors of office space above becarme available for rent. I n 1900
the building at 320-322 High Street was built and occupied by W T. Dean for
artists' supplies, paints, and wallpapers. Dean occupied thebuilding until
1912 when t he Senior Brothers Clothiers and Hatters moved i nand operated
their business on thefirst floor until 1928. 1 n 1915 t he Chanber of
Cormrer ce, Hol yoke Masterbuilders Association, Traffic Bureau, and Merchants
Association of theBoard of Trade rented offices, along with many professional
and small business tenants. A final consolidation about 1900 was t he
conversion of thetripartite, one-story building on thenortheast corner of

Hi gh and Suffolk Streets, formerly two saloons and a grocery, into a branch
store of theSpringfield hatter and clothier, Besse Mills (292-300 High St.).

About 1910 a nunber of facades on ol der buildings were redone i ncurrent
taste. The small store (284High St.) where Frederick A Heidner had done
busi ness was purchased i n1907 by Frank Beebe, a baker and confectioner, who
proceeded toadd a brick Neo-classical second story. The Tilley furniture
store nmoved t o Maple Street, and Thonas S Childs bought thebuilding (273-279
High St.). Following theprecedent of neighbor Albert Steiger, Childs

| avished his store with Beaux Arts cast-stone ornaments. Beaux Arts
remodeling also changed t he doubl e-gabled redbrick front of thebuilding
north of Steiger's (253-257 High St.) about this time.

In 1908 and 1913, two additional buildings were constructed i nthe district.
288-290 High Street was built by James J. Curran t ohouse the Goodall Drug
Gonpany, a whol esale and retail firm he operated with his brother along with
another drugstore on Main Street, Curran Brothers. The Renaissance Revival
building with metal cornice built for himby Joseph LalLiberte filled the last
enpty | ot on theblock between Dwi ght and Suffolk Streets. Curran paid
$35,000 for thelot i n1907; i t had sold for just $6500 i n 1889.

The City Hall Annex was built i n1913 t ohouse police and t heoverflow from
crowded municipal offices. Q1 thebuilding'ssite i n1889, there had formerly
been rowhouses for local workers.

In 1915, theupstairs rooms of conmercial buildings i nthedistrict were
meeting places for such fraternal groups as theQld Fellows, Masons, GAR,

(continued)
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and Knights of Colunbus. The Hol yoke Republican Club and the Eagle Lodge, an
association of machine tenders fromthe paper mills, also nmet i nupstairs
rooms. Small business people like hairdressers, a wignmaker, and a billiards
roonkeeper, as well as doctors, dentists, and |awyers, were also tenants.
Sone upstairs roons were rented as residences by paper company enployees,

wi dows, and |aborers.

Bet ween 1920 and 1940 the blocks of High Street between Dwi ght and Essex
Streets underwent few physical changes. Departnment stores and clothiers

dom nated retail business, but there were butter and egg shops, abookstore,
jewelry and confectionery shops, and a hardware store as well. Shops that
began as milliners, like Reilly's (located at 278-282 High St. and |ater at
270-276 High St.) and Besse MilIls (at 292-300 High St.) tended to becone
clothiers during this period. Steigers, MAuslan & Wakelin, Childs' shoe
store and Wolworth's were stable, long-lastinghbusinesses. The Ailing Rubber
Gonpany occupied the storefront and supplied sporting goods at 320 High Street
from 1928 to 1966. There were very few vacancies i nthe seven floors of
offices intheJ. R Smth Building (270-276 High St.) until about 1940, when
twenty-six offices were enpty.

The Masons and Knights of Colunbus built their ow buildings el sewhere, but
nany fraternal organizations continued to neet i nupstairs halls inthe

busi ness blocks during the 1920s. New organizations on High Street in this
period were the American Legion and VAW the Loyal Order of Mbose and a Red
Men' s association met i nan upstairs hall inthe Curran Building (288-290 High
St.). St. Jerone's Tenperance Hall i nthe Bishop Block (285-287 High St.) was
a meeting place for Catholics. By 1930, directories no longer listed the
presence of these organizations inthe district. Also indecline by 1930 was
the presence of residents i nupper roons of the buildings; between 1915 and
1925 a nunber of laborers, mill enployees, and wi dows had residential space
above shops.

Since the Second World War, the downtown business district i n Holyoke has been
in decline as mills have closed, population has dropped, and a new shopping
mal | has drawn shoppers away fromthe city center to a peripheral location
next to an interstate highway. Vacancies inthe buildings between Dwi ght and
Essex Streets on High Street have been high since 1950, peaking about 1970.
Long-lasting retail firms such as Steiger's, Wolworth's, MAuslan & Wakelin,
Besse Mills, and Childs' closed their buildings, and today many storefronts
are boarded up. Discount and second-hand stores on the block today aim at
shoppers of low incone, and banks, small restaurants, and offices of insurance
and real estate brokers, accountants, and |awyers now fill buildings inthe

(continued)
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former thriving retail center. However, nobst upstairs space still remains
unoccupi ed.
4

(end)

9. MR Bl BLI OGRAPH CAL REFERENCES

City of Holyoke, Assessors Records (1848-present).

Sanborn Insurance Maps (1880-present).

Hol yoke City Directories.

Hanpden County Regi stry of Deeds.

Birdseye Views of Hol yoke.

Hol yoke Tel egraph & Hol yoke Daily Transcript Special Editions,

10. CGECGERAPH CAL DATA
UM Ref erences: (cont.)

18 697280 4675000

)

) 18 697230 4674960
) 18 697210 4674970
) 18 697220 4675010
) 18 697200 4675040
10) 18 697260 4675080
11) 18 697280 4675070
12) 18 697420 4675320

Verbal Boundary Description:

The North High Street Historic District Boundary Increase continues south on
H gh St. two-and-a-half blocks from thecorner of Dwight St., crossing Suffolk
and Appleton Streets, andcontinuinghalfway along theblock towardthe
intersection of Essex Street. The boundary on thewest side i sfornmed by the
alley that separates thebuildings that front onHigh Street from those that
front onMaple Street. The boundary ontheeast side i sformed by t he alley
that runs behind theH gh Street buildings, marking thelimt of the glacial
terrace andseparating thecomercial buildings from theindustrial and
residential structures farther down the hill.

(continued)
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Boundary Justification:

The Boundary Increase includes all thebuildings that remain within Holyoke's
prime business district. Beyond theboundary tothenorth lies thebendi n
the Connecticut River, totheeast lies thelower district of power canals and
mill conjplexes, tothesouth |ie nunerous vacant lots and a nmi x of high
density residential and smaller conmmercial buildings, and tothewest liesthe
Mapl e Street corridor of institutional, comrercial, and residential buildings.

(end)



MP # ST. ADDRESS

Hi gh Street: East

(Dwi ght St. crosses)

1

NORTHH GH STRET H STAR C O STR CT' (BAUNDARY | NOREASE)
HLYOE
D STR CT DATA SHET

H STCR C NAME

City Hall

(City Hall plaza crosses)

2. rear
3. 270-276
4, 278-282
5. 284
6. 288-290
7. 292- 300

(Suffolk St. crosses)

8. 302
9. 316
10. 320- 322
11. 324- 326
12. 328-330
(Division Street
13. 344
14, 352
15. 356
16. 358- 364
17. 366- 368
18. 370

(Appleton St. crosses)

19. 380
20. 382- 384
21. 388
22. 392
23. 394
24, 400

City Hall Annex
J.R Smith Block
"The Col ony"

Wlie & Perkins Bk

Curran Building
City Co-op Bank

Peopl e's Bank

Young Men's Hebrew

Commerci al Bl ock
Guyott Block

Guyott House Hote

Crosses)

Ross Building

Lorraine's Fashions
Hol yoke Underwat er

Commerci al Bl ock
Commerci al Bl ock
Curran Bl ock

Seni or Bl ock
McLean Bl ock
Commerci al Bl ock
Commerci al Bl ock
Wal ker Bl ock
Essex House

MHC #

#101

#195

#196
#197

#337
#202
#100
#203

#204
#205
#206

#207
#208

#209
#210
#99

STATUS

Q

C)C)C)C)E; E;C)C)g;ﬁ o

OOO%%%

OO0 000

page 1 of 2

M\

STYLE

Renai ssance Revi val
Renai ssance Revi val

Renai ssance Reviva
Renai ssance Revi val

Ronmanesque Revi val
Ronmanesque Revi val

Renai ssance Revi val

Renai ssance Revi val

DATE

1871- 1876

1913

1906

ca. 1940

ca. 1886/1910
ca. 1908

1963 facade

ca. 1970
1917
ca. 1890
1892
1886

ca. 1960
ca. 1960
ca. 1970
1886
1880
1886

1898

ca. 1895-1903
ca. 1880
1900

1915

1907

Wm0 Wwm @ s v vevvilvs) W w

WWWWwWwW



NP #

High Street: West Side

(Dvd- ght

25.
26.
27

28.
29.
30

31.
32.
33.

(Suffolk

34.
35.
36.
37

38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44,

(Appleton St. crosses)

45.

46.
47.

ST. ACCRESS

St. crosses)

233- 243
245

249-251
253- 257
259-271
273-279
281- 283
285- 287
289- 297

St. crosses)

301
311
317-319
321- 323
325-331
333
337
341- 343
345- 347
355
357- 369

395

405-411

TOTAL RESOLRCES
36 Contributing Buildings
11 Noncontributing Buildings

* City Hall

H GH STREET H STCRI C DI STR CT  ( BOUNDARY | NCREASE)

H STCR C NAME

McAusl an- Wakel i n
Russel | - Osbor ne
Mayberry Buil ding

Wool wor t hs Bui | di ng
Steiger's Building

Chil'ds Building
Taber Bl ock
Bi shop Bl ock
Commerci al Bl ock

Conway Bl ock
Bail & Son
Commer ci al
Commercial Bl ock
Commercial Bl ock
Retail Store
Credit Union
Rigali Bldg.

YW WA

City Market

Bar ber Schoo

Bl ock

Second Cong. Church

Ski nner Chape
Pari sh House
Vacant | ot
LaFrance Bl ock

NR 1975

HLYCKE MA
DI STRI CT DATA SHEET

MHC # STATUS STYLE
#193 C Renai ssance Reviva
#93 C Rormanesque Reviva
C Ronmanesque Reviva
C Beaux Arts
#94 C Beaux Arts
#194 C Beaux Arts
#95 C Rormanesque Reviva
#96 C Rormanesque Reviva
#198 C
#199 C
NC
#200 C
#200 o
#201 C
NC
NC
#97 C Romanesque/ Queen Anne
#98 C Rormanesque Reviva
NC
NC
#113 C Romanesque Revi val
#113 C Got hi ¢ Revival
#113 C Tudor Revi val
V
#211 C Ronmanesque Reviva

page 2 of 2

DATE

1920

ca. 1885
ca. 1881
ca. 1912
1899/ 1901
ca. 1912
ca. 1884
ca. 1890
1910

1885
alt. ca.
1914
1914
1930
ca. 1970
ca. 1975
1887
1884
ca. 1950
ca. 1950

1884/ 1921
1912
ca. 1910

ca. 1909

WWWWWwWWwWwW

B

19508

WO WWTWTW @

W wmw



UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT CF THE | NTERI OR
NATI ONAL PARK SERVI CE

NATI ONAL REG STER CF HI STORI C PLACES
EVALUATI OV RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTI ON: BOUNDARY | NCREASE

PROCPE North High Street Historic District fBoundary Increase)
NAME :

MULTI PLE
NAME :

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Hanpden

DATE RECEI VED: 11/ 23/ 92 DATE CF PENDI NG LI ST:
DATE CF 16TH DAY: DATE CF 45TH DAY: 1/ 07/ 93
DATE OF WEEKLY LI ST

REFERENCE NUVBER 92001725

NOM NATOR STATE

REASONS FCR REVI EW

APPEAL.: N DATA PRCBLEM N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS N
Or'HER N PDIL: N PERI OD: N  PROERAM UNAPPROVED N
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: N NATI ONAL: N

COMMENT WAl VER: N
fatered In tIH

ACCEPT RETURN REJECT DATE

ABSTRACT/ SUMVARY CCOMMVENTS:

RECOM / CRI TERI A
REVI EVEER

DI SCI PLI NE

DATE

DOCUVENTATI ON see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/ N



CLASSI FI CATI ON

count resource type
STATE FEDERAL AGENCY CERTI FI CATI ON
FUNCTI ON

historic current

DESCRI PTI ON

.architectural classification
.materials
.descriptive text

S| GNI FI CANCE
Peri od Areas of Significance—Check andjustify bel ow
Specific dates Buil der/Architect

Statement of Significance (in oneparagraph)
.summary paragraph "
.conpl eteness —
.clarity
.applicable criteria
.justification of areas checked
.relating significance t othe resource
.cont ext
.relationship of integrity t osignificance
.justification of exception

ot her

Bl BLI OGRAPHY

CGECERAPH CAL DATA
acreage verbal boundary description
UThVs boundary justification

ACCOMPANYT NG DOCUMENTATI AV PRESENTATI ON
sketch maps USGS maps phot ographs presentation
OHER GOMMENTS
Questions concerning this nom nation may bedirectedt o
Phone

Si gned Dat e














































































|

£

S !

J
ey e By
Walian f u
[ . : ;

1 NoRTH Wl seeeT

Histoic pismUCT ),

N 4 BoONDRRY INCRESSE. | | 1 = T

...... = i = g | ; 1 B © | . ]

| 1”T§JLQ L A — o

H = i I EEEE - IBRE = = al

[ TFE ) = o] m=mm= | L[ T § L I
| 242320 1 Hﬂlxelw@% Hulzos 8 1654 3] | h 1 | '% ' f#

| r-1_—*——Jﬁk——~”—__f :cirt sq : k : ;5 ‘ i] [Il [] [E i] [I-

| | | \ ] —| |—=| |—<

SORNN e

-
< q
: 4
E!

=z

|

N S

( O front st
= S - L S e e e ek e e s ‘ :
] — |
: e — — s | e
3 | level L canal | [
— o — — ) — E 3 L——-) —

NORTH HIGH STREET HISTORIC DISTRICT

(BOUNDARY INCREASE)

HOLYOKE (HAMPDEN COUNTY)
MASSACHUSETTS

SCALE: 1" = 200'

L







NOV 23 192

REGISTER

November 16, 1992

Carol Shull
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Departnment of t he Interior

National Park Service

P.Q Box 37127

Washington, DC 20013-7127

Dear Ms. Shull:
Encl osed youwill find thefollowing nom nationform

North High Street Historic District (Boundary Increase), 233-411 High Street,
Hol yoke (Hanpden County), Massachusetts, 01040.

The nom nationhas been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been
signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer. Qaners were notifiedof
pendi ng State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the meeting and
were afforded theopportunity tocomment.

Sincerely,

Betsy Friedberg n
National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Conmi ssion

encl osure .

cc: Bonni e Marxer, Pioneer Valley Planning Commission
Thomas W | hem, Chair., Holyoke Historical Conm ssion
Ann Sinclair, Holyoke Planning and Conmunity Devel opnent Office
Joseph McGiverin, Chair., Holyoke Board of Selectnen
Mary Kates, Director, Holyoke Public Library

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Judith B. McDonough, Executive Director, Sate Historic Preservation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116  (617) 727-8470

Office of the Secretary of Sate, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary



