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County Historical Society, and the Department of Highways of the State of 
Minnesota, is in Scott County and the city of Shakopee, and consists of the 
following portion of section 5, township 115 north, range 22 west* Beginning 
at a point in the center line of the West bound lane of T.H. No. 101, distal 
1671.07 feet (as measured along center line of saie lane) east of the west 
line of section 5; tfcence north at right angles a distance of 202 feetjthencs 
deflecting to the west at an angle of §7° £8' a distance of 67.75 feet,*thense 
deflecting to the north at an angle of 23° 38 f a distance of 1*03.1 feet;then;e 
north a distance of 130 feet more or less to a point 3Q feet north of the 
north bank of Mill Greek! thence easterly and parallel to said north bank to 
the Minnesota River; thence downstream or easterly along the southerly bank 
of the Minnesota River to the east line of section 5* thence south to high­ 
way #101 right of way; thence westerly following north boundary of right of 
way to its intersection with the line running north from the point of origii

The area of the restoration project occupies approximately 76 acres, 
comprised of largely wild, natural land. The land lifK flat to gently roll! 
over most of its area. The portion bordering the river drops to a swamp area 
on the northern edge before it reaches the river. A small portion of the eas|b- 
ern edge of the area has been used as a city dump.

" / The eastern area contains several unoganed Indian mounds estimated to
!jbe 1500 to 2000 years old. The area also includes an Indian campground,corn- 
ifi&ld and battle area*

On the western edge of the area is the site of the first grist Mil of 
'the area built by the Pond family* The mill is in need of repair and in pro­ 
cess of restoration.

The northern edges of the area contain the site of the Murphy House, an 
tjearly inn and ferry on the Minnesota River. The property is now in ruins 
from a fire. The site is basically undisturbed around the house.

The Faribault Holise, the first fur trader's cabin, has been moved to 
the district from its old site across the highway. The house was covered 
with new material inside and out. These coverings are now removed and the 
building is in the^process of restoration. / /

Also the Burger farm complex of 6 buinlings will be moved to the area 
to occupy a site similar to the original.
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located in thexShako-
pee Historical District. These mounds were built between 300

ex

Santee Dakota of the 
f

lyilajsdJi^^ early
___________ .storical records reveal that members of the Shakopee 
baiicThad lived along the Minnesota %ver Prior to l8007~TEey~were found at 
this location in Jj£3_by a** exploring expedition under Colonel Stephen H. 
I«ong. By 1839, warfare with the hostile Chippewa tribe had forced them to 
move to the site of Shakopee. Here they &^§cj^d^_bar^2^Mg&^in^IS^e plante 
their corn fields arid lived in the old, traditional manner. A chronic short 
age of game and periodic crop failure forced them to gradually become more 
dependent upon governmental aid.

An Indian farmer was sent to the village in 1839 to teach these people more 
modern agricultural methods. &is successor served there for many years. In 
18U6 Samuel W. Pond, a protestant missionary, moved there and served them 
for some years.

,______yjjJ.§jge_isjam In 
largevparty of Chippewa^^attacked them. This became known as the 

irBattle oJ^makopee." Much historical information is available concerning 
the Dakota_pJLthe_J>hakopee an(l,tfeM^.li£t..i]nJ^ From about 1800
onward visitors to the Minnesota River Valley met the successive chiefs 
named Shakopee and left a record of their visits. Thus there is plenty of 
information at hand to interpret their life at this historic location and 
its gradual transformation.

The |^6jbault-~H©use is historically and architecturally significant as the 
f ir&t house ^ constr.uQ,1tt4 ..ja&JShakopea, It was the home of Oliver^aribault wh 
came in l8UU/ne was the first settlers on the land that is now Shakopee and 
his house was the fijPgjb_bujj:t-_j1n_Sgj^t county. It was constructed of tamar­ 
ack logs and later covered with siding.

fur trader's cabin was u^edjag i n^yggej^j^jioase_.between the_ Sioux and 
first missionary to the area, before he con¥fruc;EeGr'I'"lomi 

and established the first mission a few rods from the site 6f this cabin. 
The structure possesses an integrity of design and workmanship and predates 
other structures in the area. It is culturally significant as it will help 
portray the setting of the early Indian/white culture as no other structure
could '
The architectural sj^le^^f^^ is typical of _
early German immigrant arch^ecture. Four buildings survive of those built 
by the Burger family. Two small out'buildings were destroyed prior to our



Two Volunteer Missionaries Among the Dakotas, S.W. Porid Jr.,Congrega­ 
tional Sunday School and Publishing Society, 1893.

A Sketch of Skakopee, Minnesota, William Hind, Editor-publisher, 1891. 

History of Minnesota Valley, Rev. Edward B. Neill.

Minnesota and Dakota Gazetteer and Business Director 188Q-8U. Page 66$ 

St. Paul Pioneer. tPreasy Amgttst? 1. -1926. ! n-vHb. v,-.•.,.•.,.,..-^ .^..-.••i-
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Minnesota

As the designated State Liaison Officer for.t-he Na­ 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: :' 

National H _ State gj[] Local Q

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

t^/A\
Chief, Office of Archeology and Historiet/Presetvation

Date

ATTEST:

Title Director. Minn. Historical

Date 4-15-70 Date

iLeeper of Thef/NKtional
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acquisition of the remaining four. In reconstructing the farm setting, two 
small out buildings of the same design will be placed in the same location 
to recreate the total farm scene.

The buildings of the farm complex used large timbers, squared and notched at 
the ends. There are but a few remaining structures illustrating the architec­ 
ture of this group of imi grant s. Those that do remain are mostly isolated 
buildings in very bad repair. A full history of the Burger family can be traced 
from the present Burger family living on the site to the original immigrant 
builder and thus present a full picture of this phase of the development of 
the area.

The PoiigjSrJijJLiSSilJ^^
grist ajip^ J^joji£j^^^ It was built in the summer of l§X£jby E.«J« 
al-tdTSTW, Pond, sons of Samuel Pond, the original missionary of the^area. The 
architecture of the mill is typical of the small mills which covered the area 
at the time. These small structures are rapidly disappearing to the point thai 
we shall soon have no representative structures of this important industry. 
The inclusion of this mill in the total restoration project is essential to 
depict the cultural atmosphere of the time. It represents a segment of our 
history of short duration between meager hand labor and the advanced mechanized 
handling of materials found in the early 1900's«
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8. Significance.

Both the Oliver FaribauXt..house _and_Jihe.
ved to the Shakopee Historic District^from their

~€Sre~£a8~Jl»€re@^ taken to preserve the integrity of the buildings 
in both instances, 3?he Shakopee Historic District will preserve and 
appropriate atmosphere for these and other structures of the same period, 
fhe preservation of these structures would be in serious doub£ if they 
were not moved to property reserved specifically for the interpretation 
of our heritage*

Monies have been reeieved through the Department of Housing and Urban 
Development for the restoration project at the Shakopee Historic District.
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