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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

William Randolph constructed a combination home and inn of notched 
logs in 1816. A separate brick kitchen and dining room was built 
nearby. The house originally consisted of two rooms on the ground 
level connected by a dog trot. Corner stairways in each of the 
rooms led to a half story above. The two upstairs rooms served as 
the ladies 7 and gentlemen T s sleeping quarters for the inn which was 
a stop on the Gallatin, Tennessee, to Hopkinsville, Kentucky, stage 
route.

In 1830 Captain William Villines bought the inn and remodeled it 
extensively. He enclosed the dog trot, raised the roof, added the 
two front porches and had the log structure covered with clapboards 
The ground level porch was constructed of brick.

A room was added to the east end of the house circa 1900 to serve 
as a store and later as a post office. When it was built the 
original logs were left exposed in the room.
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7. DESCRIPTION (cont.)

The one-story frame cottage immediately to the west of the 
William Randolph House is the only similar building in the area. 
It has handsome bracketing around the front porch columns. 
However, it would be very difficult to justify its significance 
as a separate nomination to the National Register, and there are 
not enough buildings to nominate a district.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The William Randolph Home was the first building in Cross Plains, 
Tennessee. It served as a stop on the Gallatin, Tennessee, to 
Hopkinsville, Kentucky, stage route. The Cross Plains post office 
was located in this home from 1828 until 1969. This house is 
typical of the early dwelling that served as residence, tavern, 
inn, post office, and stage stop. As it was remodeled from time 
to time, it took on the appearance of the clapboard Tennessee 
vernacular house with the two-story porch which was so popular in 
the state in the mid-nineteenth century.
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tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
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8. SIGNIFICANCE (cont.)

The nomination was submitted as one of local significance only, 
and there is no history pertaining to the building other than 
the fact that it was the first building erected in Cross Plains, 
it served as a stagecoach stop, and later served over 1M-0 years 
as a post office. It is a very important landmark for the small 
town of Cross Plains and for Robertson County. Its place in the 
development of the area for over 150 years, serving as a residence 
tavern, inn, stage stop, and post office, is certainly signifi­ 
cant to the area, although no events of major historical 
importance occurred there.
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