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CONDITION
Excellent
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Fair | | Deteriorated | | Ruins f~l UnexposedGood

(Check One) 

Altered Q Unaltered

(Check One) 

Moved |C] Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL ( if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Only two structures remain from the era when Knik was the largest community 
on Cook Inlet. These are what is now the Knik Museum, a two-story baloon 
frame building that once served as a roadhouse and later a store, and a 
small log cabin,

The first floor of the museum is furnished with period objects, while the 
second is used to display equipment, .etc,, associated with sled dog trans­ 
port and racing. The cabin is used as a storage building by a Knik 
resident. Both buildings have been altered a little but still reflect 
their period of construction.

The area of the site has, however, been considerably altered by recent 
road construction which now cuts the museum and cabin off from the shore 
of Cook Inlet and the old cemetery.

This nomination includes only the area of the museum and cabin.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Knik, a site associated with transportation patterns in Alaska prior to 
railroad construction, is a significant regional example of this facet 
of the State's history.

From about 1898 until 1919, when the Alaska Railroad opened a townsite 
at Wasilla, Knik served as a trading and transporation center for the 
gold and coal mining regions of southcentral Alaska. During this time, 
Knik was the distribution point for water-borne freight transshipped to 
Cook Inlet mining towns such as Hope and Sunrise and the hub of trails 
such as: the Watson Coal Trail (Knik to the Moose Creek mines via 
Cottonwood): the Blakely Trail (Knik to Susitna Station); the, Klondike 
and Boston Company summer trail (Knik via the beach to Cottonwood and 
then to Grubstake Gulch); the Klondike and Boston Company winter trail 
(via Knik, Three-mile, and Big Lakes to Grubstake Gulch);, the Carle 
Road (to the gold fields east of Hatcher Pass); and the Dalton Trail 
(branching from Carle Road as it entered Little Susitna Canyon and then 
east to the coal mines). In 1911, Knik also became a waystation on the 
Iditarod Trail (Seward to Nome via Iditarod). Travel was so heavy that 
in one week on November 1911 more 1 than 120 mushers passed through Knik 
and out from Iditarod. Inbound freight and gold seekers to the Innoko- 
Iditarod fields passed outbound shipments such as the 1916 "Iditarod 
Gold Team" with 3,400 pounds of gold hauled by 46 dogs.

Knik's role as a transshipment point for water-borne freight all but 
ended when the Alaska Railroad reached the site of Anchorage and goods 
began to be shipped to Seward by steamship and from there to inland 
points by rail. This occurred in 1916. Then, as the railroad, was 
extended north, Knik also lost its usefulness as a trail head to the 
Matanuska, Susitna and Innoko River valleys.

In August of 1919 when, as noted, the railroad reached Wasilla and a 
townsite was established there, gold and mail teams came to meet the 
train at that point. Knik was virtually abandoned and many buildings, 
as well as people, moved either to Wasilla or Anchorage , , ; ;



Potter, Louise 
1967 Old Times on Upper Cook's Inlet, the Book Cache, Anchorage
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