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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Confederate Armory complex at Holly Springs was
comprised of several buildings, one of which was large enough
to contain six rooms, each 200 feet long. Also on the site
were several smaller structures, referred to as "outhouses"
by the medical officer in charge of the Federal hospital.

After General Earl Van Dorn's troopers burned the
buildings, the rubble was left as it had fallen until August,
1971. At that time the site was cleared for the erection of
portable buildings to be utilized in a local Headstart project,
but the buildings were subsequently relocated as a result of
the efforts of the Marshall County Historical Society. During
the grading work, foundation walls and a brick floor were
uncovered., Among the debris removed from the surface were
numerous particles of Civil War medicine bottles melted by
the burning of the building.

The base of the huge foundry chimney remains in
place, and evidence of the ponds which held water for the
plant operations is still discernible., Much of the site is
still covered by silt and a thick growth of underbrush.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Jones-McElwain and Company Iron Foundry was
established in 1859 at Holly Springs, Mississippi. EEiQr
to the Civil War, the company manufactured iron railings,
plantation iron, ornamental iron for the fronts of stores
and homes, as well as fences and railroad forgings. 1In 1861,
the firm became an armory, accepting a contract with the
Confederate government to produce 20,000 rifles of the
Mississippi rifle design (U.S. Model 1841) and 10,000 muskets
of the U.S. Model 1842 design., The company also contracted
with the State of Mississippi for the delivery of 5,000 rifles

An advancement of $40,000,00 from the Confederacy
was made to the JonesMcElwain and Company in order that
it could purchase the necessary machinery for the production
of these arms., While this machinery was being obtained, the
firm accepted thousands of sporting and old military arms for
repairing and converting for military use,

There are no known arms bearing the markings of
Jones-McElwain or Holly Springs existing; therefore, it is
believed that the firm was only able to repair and convert
arms, before they were in danger of being overrun by the
Federals after the Battle of Shiloh, Tennessee. In view of
this danger, the machinery was sold to the Confederate Gov-
ernment for the sum of $150,000,00 and moved to Macon, Georgia,
with the arms on hand being sent to Grenada, Mississippi.

On November 13, 1862, the Federal forces moved into
Holly Springs. Federal Medical Director Horace R. Wirtz
utilized the large buildings of the armory for a Fede¥al base
hospifal and for storage of the vast medical supplies of
the Federals.,

Earl Van Dorh's Confederate cavalry made a daring raid on the
town for the express purpose of destroying the millions of
dollars worth of United States supplies stored in Holly Springs,

Agédawn on the morning of December 20, 1862, General
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Medical Officer Wirtz said in his report of this raid

eeee"I took a building that had been built for an armory by the
Confederates, consisting of six large rooms, each 280 feet long
and numerous outhouses, and after two weeks incessant labor I
had everything prepared for 2,000 patients....On the morning of
December 20, one of the most completely furnished and extensive
hospitals in the army was just ready to receive its sick.... On
that morning the town was taken by the Confederates under General
Van Dorn....lI repaired to the headquarters of the Rebel general
near town and made a formal request that the armory hospital
should not be burned....I returned to my quarters, but had not
been there an hour when I was informed the building was on fire.
Thus this fine structure....was soon in ashes.,"

. Van Dorn's raid altered the strategy of General U, S.
Grant, who had planned an attack on Vicksburg by way of the
Mississippi Central Railroad in support of General Sherman who
was fioving down the Mississippi River. Grant was now forced to
retire to Memphis, while Sherman suffered a crushing defeat at
Chickasaw Bayou on the Yazoo River north of Vicksburg.

The archaeological remains of the foundry have re-
mained intact through the years and provide an ideal setting
to interpret the history of the company, as well as the impact
of Van Dorn's raid. They also afford an excellent opportunity
for the first industrial archaeological study in Mississippi.

The Marshall County Historical Society, which recently
prevented destruction of the remains, plans to acquire the site
and to initiate plans for its development.,

9.

The War of Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official Records

— "of the Union and Confederate Armies. Washington, D, C.:
Government Printing Office, 1889. sSeries I,:Vol XVII,
Part 1, pp. 508-510; Part 2, p. 463. pg I

it

RS o e
—/ 0 Y .
/' -/ 5 '?1 ! \"\}

[
i i/ . o
CE\V /I«. i, Ly L
,’ (I "\ ) - /,
e . Y
/\/ S




POTTS CAMP
NEW ALBAN

_\

(POTTS CAMP 1:62 500)
3153 11

7
/

&
Mi.

0.7 MI. TO JUNC. MISS. 4
OXFORD (VIA MISS. 7) 28

VFRAzwy

SCALE 1:24000

1
2

6000

0

3001

00

10

5000

4000

00!

1000
=

KILOMETER

1
i

R.3W.27/30"

S MEAN SEA LEVEL

CONTOUR INTERVAL 10 FEET
DATUM |

IMILS



