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NN QML RE3 STER (R TER A STATEMENT (I f appl i cabl e)

The Hopkinton Reservoir Damand Spillway is significant for its associations with the Sudbury
River water supply, the second source tapped by the Metropolitan Water Board. The damand
spillway are good e.xanples of |ate 19th century water technol ogy anddesign. Thespillway is
particularly outstanding. Constructed of large granite blocks andstones, i tis sculptural
in effect and almost appears to be a stream running through the woods. The damand spillway

possess integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship and associations. | t
meets criteria Aand Cof the NRHR.

ARHTEOU. SGNHCAINE Describe inportant design features axd eval uate in terns of other
structures wthin the conmunity.

The Hopkinton Damand Spillway i s located in the Hoplinton State Park i nthe southwest corner
of the town of Ashlknd "' i tis south of the three Fram ngham Reservoirs (3-2, 3, 4) with
which i tis functionally and historically associated. Thedami s an earthen enbanknent with a
core wall of concrete resting on bedrock. That core i s covered with earth and plastered, on
the upstream side, with Portland cement. Theentire structure i s 20' wide. Thedamis 20
at the top and onthe water side i s berned, at 13' below the top of the dam with a 6 wide
full-length bermand riprap below the berm Fromthe bermto the top of the enbanknment, the
dam i s covered with granite blocks laid on broken stone. Theouter slope has a 6' wide, 32
high bermand the entire'slope i s covered with 14" of |oam

The spillway begins at the west endof the damwith a 30" overfall. Thespillway is 650" |ong
and proceeds down hill via a series of substantial granite paved steps. Thesidewalls are
covered with rounded granite coping. The spillway has an unusual and handsone scul ptural ook
that while nmannade, has al most a natural |ook rem niscent of a brook coursing through the woods.

HSIGRCGL SGNHCANE Explain historical inportance of structureand howthe structure relates
to the devel opnent of the conmunity.

The Hopkinton Reservoir Damand Spillway was built in 1891-94 as part of the Sudbury River

supply and storage system begun i n the 1870s with the three Fram ngham Reservoirs (3-2, 3, 4)
and the Sudbury Aqueduct (Area B). TheAshland (4-3), Sudbury (see Area F) andHopkinton Res-
ervoirs and dans were constructed i nthe 1880s and 1890s as dans #4, 5, and 6 respectivelyto
augunent that system  The Hopkinton Damwas built across Indian Brook, formng alarge reser-
«;0ir to the south. The damincorporates two gate chanbers and a spillway e.xtending eastward.

The west gate chanber was connected to a 48" pipe which discharged water from the bottom of the
reservoir into the overflowchannel. Theeast chanber discharged water into filterbeds viaa
J6" pipe. A36" pipe was also addded to the east gate chanber in the anticipated 1927 water
energency, but never used. Oddly enough there i s noevidence that gatehouses were ever built
over the gate chanbers. A 1910 photograph shows the damand the gate chanber without a super
structure. Filterbeds designed by Desnond Fitzgerald were originally located at the base of

the dam but have long since been denolished; the area i s nowa sandy beach. Thereservoir was
turned over to the Commonweal th (Department of Environmental Managenment at present) for use as

a state park. Thedamand spillway were renmoved from service at that time.

VERBAL BONDARY DESCR PTI QN AND JUSTI FI CATI ON

The boundary of the dam spillway is confinedto the structures themselves and does not include
any of the surrounding land. Large passive reservoirs such as the oneforned by this damhave
not been included for nomnation dueto their large size and lack of readily perceivabl e nan-nade
features. The boundary i s shown inred onthe attached map. Plan of the South Sudbury Watershed,
Metropolitan District Water Supply Conmission and Dept. of Public Health. 1937. Scale 1" = 800

Bl BLI OGRAPHY and/ or REFERENCES

Internal Report. Desnond Fitzgerald to F. Stearns onthe Sudbury River Wrks, 15June 1898. ' ™
pp. 19-21

House Docunent 948, 26 January 1927, pp. 2-3, 6, 11-12.

Boston Vter Board, 31 January 1895 p. 7.

Metropolitan Water Works, Sudbury Departnent, Photographs Vol 1, 6207-7651. 1907-1920.
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