fen. 10-2C0

ATIGNALDEGISTER OF HISTORICFLACES

W0t

o ' 10/"‘,5.)53,5

UNITEDSTATES DEPARTMENT OF TiZlNTl’.R!OR

NATIONAL PARK SEAVICE

INVENTCLY -- NOMINATION FCOM

SEE i nSTﬂdC"IONC 1IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FOR'AS
1€S -- COMFLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS

TYPE ALL ENT

t sNAME

ISTORIC

Ideal Building or

AKD/OR COGMMON

Colorado Federal Savings Building
_'LOTATION
STREZT & NUMBER
221 17t Streest
C:TY. TCWi N

—NOT FOR PUBLICATION

TNt an
PRVET

-_— VTINTY OF

CONGRE SS]ON»LD STRICT

STATE [ eie 3 COUNTY COD_
Catareis 33 Denver °3
»
C.,AC SIFICATION
CATEGORY O¢/HERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
—DiSTRITT —PLBLIC X occurien —AGRICULTURE ~_MUSELM
—~SUILDING 3 ZprIvATE —UNOCCUPED Xcommerciat __PARK
~STRUCTURE —BOTH ~—~WORX IN PROGRESS ~EDUCATIONAL —PPRIVATE PZSIDENCE
—STE PUELIC ACQUISITION ACCES3IBLE —ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS
—CBJECT _INPPCCESS —NES RESTRICTED —GOVLKNMENT  _SCIENTIFIC
—BEING CONSIDERED — YES: UNRESTRICTED —INDUSTRIAL —TRANSFORIATION
—NO —~MIUTARY —OTHER
! a r© T 4
OVWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME N . ~ .
Colorado Feceral Savings and leoan Association
STREET & NUMBER ' o - A e ey £, 22l
£21 17th Streat R RO R I
CITY. TOWN STATE
Tenver \IEUNITY OF Colorezc 890232
t.3LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRI2ZTION
COJURTHOUSE.
REG!3TRY OF DEECS, ETC Registzvj of Ihe,\-}s
STREET & NUMBER
City and Comnty cf Denver
CITY. TCAN STATE
Denven - Colorado

¢ ZREPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

TTLE
Colorade Inventory of Historic Sites
CATE
On~Zcing —FECERAL X STATE _COUNTY _10CAL
TISCITIe/ ez
@-a.svezccaos  StaTe Historizal Socisty cf Colorado, 200 1tth Avenue
TETLAM

STAYS

Coizra




E sl

PUSPRG, e N TR = PRESE « 1 J N

-

1 e ,;- 5w
3 J E ot i ¢ .) ﬂOV
az nd
CONDITION CHECK ONE . CHECK OME
EXCELLEMT __OETERIORATED __UNALTERED KonginaLsite
X oo0 —RUINS ZALTERED —_MOVED  CATE
—FAIR . UNEXPQSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN! PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Iceal Builiding, located cn the northeast corner of 17th and Champa Streets, is

an eigh: story symmetrical siructure with a ninth story "penthouse". The roof

.. of the building is flat and there is no cormnice. With its unadermed vertical lines
5 and its arched windows, the building shows influence of both the Comrnercial and
Sullivanesge styles of architecture.

The building is constructed of concrete inad is reportedly the first major multi-
story cineret2 building to have been built wast of ihe Mississirpi. On the exterior,
the fivst two floors eve faced ,atn large blocks of dressed travertine rarble from the

cuarriosnear Cotopaxd, Colorade. The remaining six floors were originally brick,but
since tw 1820's the brick has e—_n covared with a neutral cclored stucco. The
ninth fiocr, in contrast, is ccv with a light cclored tile.

Flat lintel windess are arranged in groups of twd separated by vertical piers

that bezin at gromnd level amd terninate just below tha ninth floor. In coimpariscn,
1gzed in groups of

—~—

on th2 ninth filoor tha windsis have roz:n"f*" tcps and are arman
thres.
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at a rinimom c;nd reminiscent of Sullivan, is
tha HSHrst flcecr windows and in tha horizontal concrete

5 "*.bro< e3th the ssoond floor windows. The design is organized

J.\N

¢ paettems utilizing circles and curved lines to form®

The ronumental, two story hizh entrance is rowund arched and outlined by a twisted
rope effect in cast concrere. This Is bordered by altermaving blocks of smooth and
Zeccratel ocnerete.  Thare

ere & largs American eagls beystcne dasigned by Lenver
arvist Mrs. Clara S. Dieman. The notable fzaturesof the ent ance are the two cast
bronze doors, each weighing ¢ra tun. Anothar local ar 1st, Mrs. Nena ZdeBrennecke,
Cesizned the soulptured panels irndocrs cdapioting authentic Indian dances.

Upcn entering *"ze bu}l""‘q tavrornd zn entranco vastibule,
which ccntaing ccoublae staiiway c SCen
has a- eunbf*ot of dur-r rardle an

panels cdasigned by Mrs. Dieman.

there is an cuter lobby
g into the h:sa cnt level. This _obby
ce.‘"u with altematin g plain and czcorative

The main lstby }““ a soaring c2ilinz supportad by cclums, gquatrefoil shape, with
ﬁrizze oolor Tjzantine capitals, waich feature western rotifs such as cactus and
ufialo,

The colurs have the aso nce cf marble, but are in reality rolled steel and
painted to lock like '*arb;e. “hase cclisms susport t large expesed c2iling beams
which sgan the rocm. Jcha ThsTrsca Zscorated tha :2~"b in reds, blues, browns,
and golcs which cempliment t

“‘-; -~

T2 ztained glass skylizha®s in between.
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cf art in the rocm is the sculphiced frieze, which is

rozzanine level. Ammold Ponnebeak <Zasigned each panel to
wovy of renzy bezinning with the Chirase in 3000 B.C. ad

wiich 1s tresz=ntly in use as a restaurant, is the huge vault doer

3

LT 3 cmm g i TV A3 . — ey TNA LS T

nto the valt that was used when the building was ¢ewmed by Denver Naticnal
A

= :
lends a rest musual atmosthare to the reslawant and thz vawlt providss
and privare cdining spaces. '

%] aided to tre criginzd 57 foot deep building., It was desiged
Tectural fimm of Tlcher and Fisher and carrias cut rerfactiy the achi-
nes and materia’s cf the criginal building., The only diffazrerce Is thare

Ilzor or peanthowsz lavel, It was also at this time that thore ware
™ il ds cf the rnew bank. All ¢f the interior art work
as wall 33 *he entrance Casign and the entrance doors was done at that

Iy | N ! Da2rml vvgm e ; £3 lea E) LI R 3
“h2 Denver Yational Zank was cne of the first barks to adept a new thilosorhy about
o i . : iy PO . .
IzoitTies weve Zesimmed TO rer.zct this thiloscohy-that
: R S s e 3 -
50 of the Dank lcbhy did away with barred tailar
~Anmam = i b Y - b P = -~ F R R .o 3] e
cages and had 1w counters o land zn avesthere of friendiinsss and warmth batwsen
a1 - 3 v - e~ W A .. - s v - PRt - =
the tank erploree and the bank custorer. The richly decorated lctby was part of This

~ &
~ A
naw 1dea and haiped transmit the rarking rhilesothy to all who entered the tuildin

gy
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™eze, vhich is
1 Amold Ponnebeak i 2d each panel to
ict : i ning with the C" vinsse in 3000 B.C. and
ending with the Machine Az2.

in use &s a restaurant, is t.,- huze vault doer

iz . vhen the building was cumed by Denver Naticnal
B ig lends a ¢ a2 atmosghare to the restawrant and ths vault providss
i “ind :

'—:—-‘
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rthilosorhy abcut
:Hilcs::rv-*'za:
ctby did away with barred teller

friendiinsss and ar*‘::x l:-t'..-aw
y Cecoratad lctby w'as part of =his

to all who entere2 the building
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PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PPEMISTORIC  _ARCHEULUGY-PRERISTCS'C  __COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  __JELGION
—1400-1433 —ARCREOLOGY-HiSTCR:C —CONSERVATION —LAW __SCIENCE
—1530-1593 —AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —UTERATURE —_SCULPTURE
—1620-1693 Xarcuitecture —EDUCATION —MIUTARY —SOCIA UHUMANITARIAN
—1700-1793 —ART LENGINEERING —Muys:c —_THE-TER
--1800-1839 ZCOMMERCE —EXPLORATION'SETTLEMENT  __PHILOROPMY —TRAANSPORTATION
£ 1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POUTICS/GOVERNMENT —OTHE™ - PECIFN
—INVENTION .
SPECIFIC DATES 1907 BUILDER/ARCHITECT lentana Fzllis, John Sten 1507 -
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE wne E. Fisher ano Arthur A. risner
R T . - . 1927
The Ideal Puilding is significant beraxse it was the first muiti-lawel b’..llch.r ’
constructed of reinforczd conorete '—‘st of the MHeosissipnd, 5~d '”‘P building
has bzen and ccntinues to e z2n important center of financial activity in the

Vest.

The Idexl Building was cocmsoroctad in 1837 by the Doe InvestTrant C,"‘“"'"y to b2

b D o
the

the best office and bank t:ilding in Denver. Icne Investrent Company wis a hrlding

B N 3D
Fa js < ~ S e S £ - = s~ =} .
of T.C. Boniils, tha icwmier of tha Denver Post,and Clauda Reetstdnar, the pioiaar

financial tyccon.

-

The ccst was epproximately $250,030 to build., Tre concrete to build the structhne

was boush* frem Coloradd r'"':l:*.d Cement Compamy (1323), which thwough no coincidanca
was aico-a holding of Clau:ds Roettchor., The Colorade Portland Cerent Conpany wias

the corporate precdeceszor ¢f:  Cement Sscurdtizss (1321), Icd=31 Cement Conpany

(1921) and Ideal Rasic Indusiriss.

The prirary cbjnc*'zve cf constructing the Idzal 2uilding was to prooote the praciice

of buildinz with reinforezd concrete, and Tharedy the Coloradie Portizd Cerent Corpany.
On Cctober 24, 1937 the Idea} Puilding was examinad and tested by R. V. Willison, the
Denver Euilding Inspectocr. The Deaver Fost repirtad that "A sizh of the first floor,
five inches Thick, was lcads?d with Tremendo '-,“31’:}'.‘5 (53,033 253.). Imrediately
benes th in the basement, &n intenss fire was 1iz, and the Temperanre of t ’a:
raisad to 1,800 cde gve\,s ;i'm;hait. After an hour and a quarter of this treatuni,
the s,.ab was sudlenly cocled by water to 50 Cegress rahrenheit. It showed &b 2550 bc_ly
no crack or other ef;ec*:. vnder th2 v.-.mg.m, e flocr showed a ceflaccion of cnly
thres cne-hindredths of &t 3nch". The article continued b v inviting the pubdiic
observa the inspecticn tasts of tha buildingz anytize dixdnz the woooming waek.

The building inspection rricess had beccre part of the proooticn of the Ideal 2wilding

and Colorado Portland Cemen< Cerzany. '

The early tsnants included the Capital Naticnal Bark, Cclora" Portland Cerant

Corpany, s=weral brokerarcz fircs, real estate conpanies and r-.2m.n5 interestcs.
L4 - - -
e P‘eftta.ome used to be coczipied by a barbarshicn where presinant financiers,

i = Sl LAE DS
Wwno  were a_so enants cf the b *-a;ng would me2t in the worrdig to have their
riy day hours in en imcflicial meeting place.

— s

hair trimmed and spend thair ear
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Cne year after the building was completed, the real estate in the
Ye

ported in the Tenver Post business saction, had increased forty percent since

Pk O

T S e oy 7 Av— - S T =
TZeal Building was constructed. The Ideal =

~..L,

rieighborhoed, as

Zuiidinz had beccre, in reny ways,
thz comarstones of 17th Strest, Jenver's Wall Streat

—a .

E et l] - T = - - ~= < ~ oy - 3
In 1224 the I Czment Company was inccrporated, and ing came
oy - = la) = [BIa I pguy b T A% =S [l
o b2 InTwn as Cement Building., In 1325 The zank
R T A ~ B3 141 Fyyme ~ be = -—o Fal
pousht the I ment Bullding from the Deme InvesTren me haif
TV e, A-Y = Ak 4T ~A~a7 I Iy % 3
rdiiicn acllar at an additacnal cne hail TIliion h2 wing
Vg~ T < PR B LA T TS o~ “se g .
ong Thama £ additional cIfics spate. Th2 2 additicn
3 g N v 3 Vs 2 -
ard rerovatic r angd Tha wr ztinns 3 aé
=2 Th= - 735 =2 " 5 '
owrel The TliiiTs 1333 NzTiznal thhe U. S,
bl ammT Daels e 1 —~t e v T Do m Y D mei-
Hational ZarX DO I=zzome the Denver U. S. o lational Zank " gl Zzcessor of
< -~ e = - e h el -t Y IR A - - —~——
The Tmated Zamx ol Tenver.  Trom 1388 il 1378 Arbrese and Conpany oaned the
e 2T B -
- - — .. &
- - R S o - Y e A -— v "y e =
2 TRy IUNT malin 1SShy was endty and neglected for many ysars aftsr the Denver
Voot mre ) T oanl e S - 3V 34 e ERY 3 - s =, 3 F Tpmam )
HETICRE. Zan owsZ, til it was laased Oy T2 Jrexerage Iivm ol ez alitter and
——— e P T ha RN .y < e ey e ™ TS 3 3
Comperyy. wormiins with architact Fod Davis, the ewmscutivas of Dean Witter deoided
+~ - "n a3 PP | B hi 3 , - > PRy T At = + = -
not o "molamize™ tha lobly but to bring ths Ictbhy back to the giory It once had,
S in e PV S 3 .
LT WES &t e time.
T 7 - 32l 3 = T - . T2 3 < 33
1 The saTe TralitIiin the Broker restarant ceowtizd the basement in 1833, where
- s | 3 . hd . S 2 3~ M
Te cld varlt and trost department ware located. The restaurant Is designed in the
-.--‘»: DN T~ e b b3 Y - % .~ e
STUo2 o WRlch the satrons of the bank at the tum of the century must have been
|
S D -l .

czval Sa-pAe -~ ey e e 43 Y A5y
Zeral Zaings bteught the bullding
o~ T

$2,223,030 in removation 1o ths exserior

i ~ falal -~ - he -
$1,1023,000 and estimates

o s and interizr. The
rencvaticn plans Include saving all of the crizinal cak woodwork and marble that
1s pessible. o aZdition, new rartle slabs and wucdvon: will be added to restore
as rm.2h &3 aszitle the orizinal Gaccr and aticsthere of the building that was
cIinstrulted 10 be the best bank and office building in Denver. Thrcush it

NISTOYY Tre Tullrnz has bean and will continie T e a center for wastem tanxing,
finance and real estate as a comerstene of Jenver's Wall Street.

Lol
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THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THiS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: o
NAnOML sTaTeE X. o . U LocAU TE
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