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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

The Presidents Mansion is a three-sjtory brick Greek.Revival mansion, 
stuccoed over and painted white. It is composed of a full basement at 
ground'level and two floors above. The loggia was constructed with five 
arched openings, the middle one in the center of the double winding front 
stairs, giving access to the main floor. The double curved stone steps 
with wrought iron guard-railing meet on the raised portico over the center 
arch facing the main floor doorway.

J3ix Ionic columns support the roof of the two-story veranda- The cornice 
has heavy boxlike dentils. A wrought iron balcony supported by__nine„heavy 
brackets decorates the iron wall. Access to it is provided by three full- 
length windows on the second floor.

All three levels of the structure have the same general floor plan. There 
are two larger rooms on each side of a wide central hall which exits onto 
a rear porch with an outside stairway. An interior spiral staircase from 
the main floor to the top floor is located at the back of the hall. A 
smaller flight descends from the first to the ground level.

The windows on the first floor opening onto the portico are full length. 
Those on the sides and second story, except balcony windows are conventional 
with recessed panels between floor and window sill. Ornamental frescoes 
and medallions in the double parlors were molded by skilled slave labor. 
The medallion motif is repeated in simplified form in the hall.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE.

The President's Mansion on the University of Alabama campus at Tuscaloosa 
is a Greek Revival structure which was built insLS^l,) ten years af tigr 
the university had begun conducting classes. Dr. Basil Manly was its 
first occupant.

William Nichols, who had designed the earlier buildings on the campus, 
came back to design this house after he achieved national fame for his 
work on the Mississippi State Capitol.

The wife of President Landon C. Garland is credited with saving the house 
from burning by troops under command of Union General John T. Croxton 
in 1865. The fire had already been kindled in the hall when Mrs. Garland 
insisted that only public buildings were to be burned. She demanded 
that the men extinguish the fire, which they obligingly did.

After the war, plans were made to use the ground floor of the house for 
classrooms, but only one student made application. Classes were not 
resumed until 1870 when buildings had been constructed.

This house is still used by presidents of the University of Alabama 
at Tuscaloosa.
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