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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Westfield Municipal Building (State Normal School) i s located at 59 court 
Street i n downtown Westfield. The property comprises 3h acres, and is surrounded 
primarily by commercial structures. 

The 3h story L-shaped building was designed by the Boston f i r m of Hartwell and 
Richardson, i n the RiehardsonianfrRomanesque s t y l e . I t was b u i l t by the Darling Bro- ' 
thers of. .Worcester i n 1889-92. I t i s a simple rectangle with gable ends constructed of 
brick with brownstone tr i m and a granite foundation. A wide brownstone block band links the 
l i n t e l s of the basement windows. A molded brownstone stringcourse defines the 
second story f l o o r l e v e l . A p a r t i a l l y molded brownstone course marks the entabla- ' 
ture of the bu i l d i n g . The slate t i l e d ridge roof has three large chimneys. 
Fenestration i s varied. Most of the windows, although of contrasting scale, 
are 2/2 with m u l t i - l i g h t transoms. Others are round arched, or small and large 
s ingle casements. 

The symmetrical, 11 bay wide facade faces south. The center, f i v e bay wide sec­
t i o n i s two stories t a l l . This i s flanked by three bay wide, 3h story t a l l i n t e r ­
secting gable sections on the eastern and western ends. 

c 
Two round arched entrances occupy the ends of the center section. Between these 
are three 2/2 windows with tramsoms, headed by the wooden Westfield Municipal 
Building sign. The second story of the center section has t a l l 2/2 windows with 
transoms. The middle window i s headed by a clock face, and crowned by a Romanesque 
dormer containing a roimd arched doi:ible 6/6 window. The two gable ends each have 
small basement windows. The f i r s t story has a grouping of four small Greek Cross 
casements nearest to the t:wo entryways. These are headed by double casements with 
a t r e f o i l ornamented panel on the second story and an arched 1/1 window and 
round arched architrave molding on the t h i r d story. The eastern and western ends 
of the gable sections are o f f s e t paired 2/2 windows with tramsons on a l l three 
stor i e s . The two gables themselves each contain a t r i p l e 6/6 window separated 
by double engaged Romanesque columns and headed by a wide brownstone panel. Above 
th i s i s a segmentally arched brownstone block band topped by a p l a i n band i n each 
gable peak. 

The east elevation is 13 bays deep. The bays are arranged i n alternating groups of 
3 sections of 3 bays each divided by 2 sections of 2 bays each. The two divi d i n g 
sections have a f u l l a t t i c f l o o r and a gable pierced by a long round arched window. 
Fenestration on t h i s elevation i s 2/2 with m u l t i l i g h t transoms. The gable windows 
are 8/2 with round arched cornices. The ground f l o o r of the divi d i n g sections 
contain round arched entrys. There i s a 3 story brick rectangular addition on 
the southern most end of the elevation. The addition i s windowless. I t i s used 
for vault space. 

The west elevation i s seven bays deep. F i r s t story windows are t a l l 2/2 with 
transom. Second story windows are alternating 6/1 and 2/2 with transom. Third 

1 
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story windows are 2/2 with transom. The central bay i s accented by a dormer con­
taining a round arched window flanked by engaged Romanesque columns, and headed 
by r e l i e f work i n the peak. .• , 

The north (rear) elevation has a f u l l y exposed basement story. There i s an entrance 
with a triangular pediment. This i s flanked by window on either side, and headed 
by four windows on the f i r s t and second stories with three hip roof dormers over­
head, and a skylight i n the roof. The western end of the elevation i s an i n t e r ­
secting gable. I t has three windows on the basement, f i r s t and second stories, 
and f i v e windows on the t h i r d story. The gable pediment centalrs a ro\ind arched 
Palladian style window. 

The building wing projects from the eastern end of the rear elevation. I t i s 
six bays deep by six bays wide. The west elevation of the wing has two windows 
on a l l four stories i n the northern end, with two smaller windows on each story 
to the r i g h t of these. The southern end of the wing elevation has a t a l l round 
arched window which runs from the second to the t h i r d story. The north (rear) 
elevation of the wing has a one story b r i c k addition used f o r storage and vault 
space. There are two windows remaining on both the basement and f i r s t stories. 
The second story has four windows. The t h i r d story has six windows, and the gable 
pediment has a roiind arched Palladian s t y l e window. 

The i n t e r i o r of the building was altered during the conversion to the present 
Municipal Building i n 1959. The only alterations t o the exterior consist of the 
two brick additions, one on the east and one on the north elevation. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Westfield Municipal Building (formerly the State Normal School) i s s i g n i f i c a n t 
as the former home of the second oldest public teacher t r a i n i n g school i n the nation. 
I t i s an i n s t i t u t i o n which played an important role i n the history of western 
Massachusetts. The Municipal Building i s also a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t . I t i s 
a structure characteristic of the wave of im i t a t i o n that followed the great H. H. 
Richardson's death. Hartwell and Richardson's building uses elements of H. H. 
Richardson's work at his best: materials, s o l i d i t y , heavy rounded arched, Roman­
esque motifs and d e t a i l s , arched set w i t h i n rectangular panels, and the high 
pitched roof. 

The Municipal Building i s one of several structures i n the City of Westfield which 
have housed men and women preparing for careers i n elementary and middle school 
education. The State Normal School at Westfield (now Westfield state College) i s 
the second oldest i n s t i t u t i o n of i t s kind i n the nation and the oldest co-educational 
teacher-training school. Or i g i n a l l y established at Barre i n 1839, the State Normal 
School was intended to educate teachers for the common ( i . e . public) schools of 
Western Massachusetts. The school at Barre was closed i n 1842 due to the e f f o r t s 
of those advocating private school t r a i n i n g for teachers. However, the Normal 
School reopened two years l a t e r on September 4 and Westfield, i t s survival having 
been guaranteed by the work of two reformers i n the f i e l d of education, Horace 
Mann and james Carter. 

In 1887 James C. Greenough, p r i n c i p a l of the Normal School, i n i t i a t e d an expansion 
of the curriculum and the establishment of the kindergarten and a gymnastics 
program, i n order to accommodate t h i s expansion a new building was required. In 
1888 the General Court of Massachusetts appropriated $150,000 for the purchase of 
a s i t e and the construction of a new buil d i n g . In 1889 a t r a c t of land on Court 
Street was purchased f o r $12,500. A contract was made with the Darling Brothers 
of Worcester to construct the building, and the s o l i d granite foundations were l a i d 
i n the autunn of 1889. The Normal School Building opened i n A p r i l 1892 and was 
formally dedicated i n J\ine of the same year. The v i s i t i n g members of the Board 
of Education, Milton B. Whitney, Admiral P. Stone, and John W. Dickinson, noted 
i n the Annual Report o f 1891 (pp. 38) that the b u i l d i n g "has no large features 
added solely f o r ornament, but i t gains i t s e f f e c t from good proportion and s o l i d i t y 
of mass".* 

The State Normal School at Westfield was socially s i g n i f i c a n t not only for the 
region that i t served but for the nation as w e l l . The school has primarily served 
i n the t r a i n i n g of teachers f o r the public schools of Western Massachusetts, and 
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i t s influence has been largely i n t h i s area. As President Theodore Roosevelt 
t o l d a crowd of some 10,000 citizens gathered i n Westfield on September 3, 1902: 
" I t i s no small honor, no small d i s t i n c t i o n for a town to have wi t h i n i t s borders 
the second oldest of the i n s t i t u t i o n s which have accoirplished such a marvelous 
work" (W.P.A., The State College at Westfield, 1941, p. 66). The State Normal 
School has served the nation not only by providing teachers for the schools of 
Massachusetts, but also i n preparing two individuals for t h e i r work i n government 
and business. George B. Cortelyou, and graduate of the Normal School i n the 
la t e nineteenth century, became Secretary of commerce and Labor under Theodore 
Roosevelt and was elected the Chairman of the Rep\iblican National Committee. He 
was later appointed Postmaster General and ended his public career as the Secretary 
of the Treasury. A distinguished member of the faculty and a chemist, Lewis Benajal 
Allyn, discovered a means for detecting the presence of harmful chemicals i n food. 
Later, as a member of the Westfield Board of Health, he issued l i s t s of pure foods 
on the basis of what was lat e r termed the "Westfield standard". F i n a l l y , the State 
Normal School has also had an international impact. A Japanese student named 
Kanda, who earned his undergraduate degree here i n the lat e nineteenth century, 
ultimately became a member of the Japanese House of Peers and a key person i n 
the establishment of c h r i s t i a n education i n Japan. 
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BRANCH CHIEF 

KEEPER 

National Register Write-up Send-back 
Federal Register Entry ^. ? ^ Re-submit 

Entered MAR 8 1978 

I N T :2 I 0 6 - 74 

United States Department of the Interior National Park Service WASO No. 7 

























^ ifjO'mm&/i\ 

P A U L GUZZI 

/ / / 

September 12, 1977 

Mr. Charles Herrington, diief 
National Register of Historic Places 
OAHP 
National Park Service 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Charles: 

Enclosed please find nomination forms for the following properties: 

1. Duxbury, Captain Gershom Bradford House 
2. Westfield, Westfield Municipal Building 
3. Brookline, Devotion House 
4. Millbury, Asa Waters Mansion 

Thê e properties have been reviewed and voted by the State Review 
Board and signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer, Elizabeth 
Amadon. 

Sincerely, 

Patricia L. Weslowski 
Survey Director 
Massachusetts Historical Comnission 

PLW/ed 
enc. 



WASO-IM 0 . $• OEPARTMFNT OF THC INTF RIOR 0 » T C 

(Awgwt* 1971) NATIONAL PARK StKVICE • - •• 
Sent. 22. 1977 

TELCFHOHE REPORT 
T I M t O F C A L L 

AM 

11:15 
I. CALL [X) TO; FROM (Mam€) 

Joseph Orfant 

2. ADDRESS (Tml. No. i l n»rdcd) 

617-727-8470 

I . SUBJECT. PROJLCT NO.. ETC. 

Westfield Municipal Building; State Normal School 

4 . D E T A I L S O F D I S C U S S I O N 

Re name: • 
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was s i g n i f i c a n t because i t was was State Normal School (70 years), municipal 

building less than 20 years but he was adamant. Would reviewer care to take 

i t up with him? * • 
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Rowland 
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