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The Westfield Municipal Building (State Normal School) i slocated at 59 court
Street i ndowntown Westfield. The property conprises 3h acres, and i s surrounded
primarily by conmmercial structures.

The 3h story L-shaped building was designed by t heBoston firm of Hartwell and

Ri chardson, i nt he Ri ehardsoni anfrRomanesque style. It was built by theDarling Bro-
thers of, .Wrcester i n1889-92. | ti sa simple rectangle with gable ends constructed of
brick with brownstone trim and a granite foundation. A w de brownstone bl ock band links t he
lintels of t hebasement wi ndows. A nol ded brownstone stringcourse definesthe
second story floor level. A partially nolded brownstone course nmarks t heentabl a-
ture of thebuilding. The slate tiled ridge roof has three large chi meys.
Fenestration i svaried. Mst of thew ndows, although of contrasting scale,

are 2/2 with multi-light transoms. Others areround arched, or small and large
single casenents.

The symmetrical, 11 bay wi de facade faces south. The center, five bay wi de sec-
tion i stwostories tall. This i sflanked by three bay wide, 3h story tall inter-
secting gable sections on theeastern andwestern ends.

Two round arched entrances occupy t heends of thecenter section. Between these
are three 2/2 windows with transons, headed by t he wooden Westfield Municipal
Building sign. The second story of thecenter section has tall 2/2 windows with
transoms. The m ddl e window i sheaded by a clock face, and crowned by a Rormanesque
dormer containing a roimd arched doi:ible 6/6 window. The two gable ends each have
smal | basenment wi ndows. The first story has a grouping of four small Geek Cross
casenents nearest tothet:wentryways. These ar e headed by doubl e casenents with
a trefoil ornamented panel on t hesecond story and an arched 1/1 wi ndow and

round arched architrave nmolding on thethird story. The eastern and western ends
of thegable sections areoffset paired 2/2 windows with tramsons on all three
stories. The two gables thensel ves each contain atriple 6/6 wi ndow separated

by doubl e engaged Romanesque col ums and headed by a wi de brownstone panel. Above
this i sa segmentally arched brownstone block band topped by a plain band i neach
gabl e peak.

The east elevation i s13 bays deep. The bays arearranged i nalternating groups of
3 sections of 3 bays each divided by 2 sections of 2 bays each. The two dividing
sections have a full attic floor and a gable pierced by a long round arched w ndow.
Fenestration on this elevation i s2/2 with multi I|ight transonms. The gable wi ndows
are 8/2 with round arched cornices. The ground floor of thedividing sections
contain round arched entrys. There i sa 3 story brick rectangular addition on

the southern nost end of theelevation. The addition i sw ndowess. |t i sused
for vault space.

The west elevation i sseven bays deep. First story windows aretall 2/2 with
transom Second story windows arealternating 6/1 and 2/2 with transom Third
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story windows are 2/2 with transom The central bay i saccented by a dorner con-
taining a round arched wi ndow flanked by engaged Romanesque col ums, and headed
by relief work i nthe peak. . ,
The north (rear) elevation has a fully exposed basement story. There i san entrance
with a triangular pediment. This i sflanked by wi ndow on either side, and headed

by four windows on thefirst and second stories with three hi proof dormers over-
head, and a skylight i ntheroof. The western end of theelevation i san inter-
secting gable. |t has three windows on t hebasenent, first and second stories,

and five windows on thethird story. The gable pedi ment centalrs a rolind arched
Palladian style w ndow.

The building wing projects fromthe eastern end of t herear elevation. It is

six bays deep by si x bays wide. The west elevation of the wing has two w ndows
on all four stories i nthenorthern end, with two smaller wi ndows on each story

to theright of these. The southern end of thewing elevation has a tall round
arched wi ndow which runs fromthesecondtothethird story. The north (rear)
elevation of thewing has a one story brick addition used for storage and vault
space. There aretwow ndows remaining on both thebasement and first stories.
The second story has four wi ndows. The third story has si x wi ndows, and t he gabl e
pedi ment has a roiind arched Palladian style w ndow.

The interior of thebuilding was altered during theconversion t othepresent
Muni ci pal Building i n1959. The only alterations t otheexterior consist of the
tw brick additions, one ontheeast and one on t henorth elevation.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The WestfieldMunicipal Building (formerly theState Normal School) i ssignificant
as the former home of t hesecond ol dest public teacher training school inthe nation.
It isaninstitution which played an important role i n thehistory of western
Massachusetts. The Municipal Building is also architecturally significant. It is
a structure characteristic of the wave of imtation that followed the great H H

Ri chardson's death. Hartwell and Richardson's building uses elements of H H
Richardson's work at his best: materials, solidity, heavy rounded arched, Roman-
esque motifs and details, arched set within rectangul ar panels, and the high

pitched roof.

The Municipal Building i sone of several structures inthe City of Westfield which
have housed nen and wonen preparing for careers inelementary and m ddle school
education. The State Normal School at Westfield (nowWestfieldstate College)i s
the second ol dest institution of i tskind inthe nation andtheoldest co-educational
teacher-training school. Originally establishedat Barre i n1839, theState Nornal
School was intended t oeducate teachers for t hecommon (i.e. public) schools of
West ern Massachusetts. The school at Barre was closed i n1842 due t othe efforts
of those advocating private school training for teachers. However, the Nornal
School reopened twoyears |ater on Septenber 4 andWestfield, itssurvival having
been guaranteed by the work of tworeformers inthe field of education, Horace
Mann and james Carter.

In 1887 James C Greenough, principal of the Normal School, initiated an expansion
of thecurriculumandtheestablishment of the kindergarten and a gymastics
program i n order toaccommodatethis expansion a newbuilding was required. I n
1888 the General Court of Massachusetts appropriated $150,000 for the purchase of
a site and t heconstructionof a newbuilding. 1 nl1889atract of land on Court
Street was purchased for $12,500. A contract was nade with the Darling Brothers
of Worcester t oconstruct the building, and thesolid granite foundations were |aid
in the autunn of 1889. The Normal School Building opened in April 1892 andwas
formally dedicated in Jline of the sane year. The visiting nenbers of the Board

of Education, Milton B. Wiitney, Admral P. Stone, and John W Dickinson, noted

in the Annual Report of 1891 (pp. 38) that the building "has no | arge features
added solely for ornament, but i t gains itseffect from good proportionand solidity
of mass".*

The State Normal School at Westfieldwas socially significant not only for the
region that i tserved but for the nation as well. The school has primarily served
in the training of teachers for the public schools of Western Massachusetts, and
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its influence has been largely i nthis area. As President Theodore Roosevelt

told a cromd of sonme 10,000 citizens gathered inWestfield on Septenber 3, 1902:

"I't i sno small honor, no small distinction for a town t ohave within its borders
the second ol dest of theinstitutions which have accoirplishedsuch a marvel ous
work" (WP.A, The State College at Westfield, 1941, p. 66). The State Nornal
School has served thenation not only by providingteachers for theschools of
Massachusetts, but also inpreparing two individuals for their work i ngovernnent
and business. George B. Cortelyou, and graduate of theNormal School i n the

late nineteenth century, became Secretary of commerce and Labor under Theodore
Roosevelt and was el ected t he Chai rman of t he Rep\iblican National Committee. He
was |ater appointed Postmaster General and ended his public career as t he Secretary
of theTreasury. A distinguishednmenber of the faculty and a chem st, Lewis Benaj al
Al'lyn, discovered a means for detectingthepresence of harmful chemcals i nfood.
Later, as a nenber of theWestfield Board of Health, he issued lists of pure foods
on thebasis of what was later termed the "Westfield standard". Finally, theState
Normal School has also had an international inpact. A Japanese student naned
Kanda, who earned his undergraduate degree here i nthelate nineteenth century,
ultimately becane a nenber of t he Japanese House of Peers and a key person i n

the establishment of christian education i nJapan.
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I

Septenber 12, 1977

M. Charles Herrington, diief
National Register of HistoricP aces
P

National Park Service

VWashi ngton, DC 20240

Dear Charl es:
Encl osed pl ease find nomnation forns for the follow ngproperties:

1. Duxbury, Captain GershomBradford House

2. Westfield, Westfield Minicipal Building
3. Brookline, Devotion Huse
4 Mllbury, Asa Véters Mansion

The™e properties have been reviewed and voted by the State Review
Egg(rjd and signed by the State HistoricPreservation Officer, Elizabeth
on.

Sincerely,

Patricia L Vsl owski
Survey Director . o
Massachusetts Historical Commni ssion

A Wed
enc.
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was significant because i twas was State Normal School (70years), municipal
building less than 20 years but he was adanmant. Wuld reviewer care t o take

it up with hin * .
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Hon. Edward W Brooke
Boa. Edward M Kennedy j State Historic Preservation Officer
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. . . . nistorlcal Coimssion
Regional Director, North Atlantic Region 294I \iishi ngt on Str eet
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