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The Weymouth Landing Post Office is located on one of Weymouth's main 

traffic routes, Washington Street. Over the years i t has become a focal 

point for the shifting commercial district to the north. The once 

privately-owned residences around it have been converted to storefront 

properties, creating a small-scale commercial strip for the town. The 

building is set back from tbe street to not only give i t a pleasant approach 

but also to Integrate it's masslveness within tbe local context. 

The building and its grounds are in good condition. The Post Office is 

on the front portion of the lot with a paved vehicle maneuvering area to the 

rear and a driveway on the right side. The site is landscaped with lawn and 

shrubs. In plan, the building is fronted by the public lobby with the 

Postmaster's office to the right. Behind the service screen is the workroom 

with a separate building volume for the mail vestibule and platform beyond. 

Seven granite steps with wought-lron railings, which terminate with 

electric lampposts, create the main approach to the building. The front 

(northeast) elevation is a five-bay structure that uses simple projecting 

pilasters to create a three-bay central entrance. Tbe elevations are 

composed of seam-faced Weymouth ashlar granite with a projecting ashlar 

base. A wood entablature with a denticulated cornice surrounds the building, 

conforming to the changing planes of the pilasters. The windows are 

double-hung, wood framed with 12/12 lights, granite lintels and s i l l s . 

Granite recessed panels extend down to the base. The entrance, in a 

segmental arched opening using granite voussoirs, contains quartered plain 

wood pilasters and engaged fluted Doric colvimns, both with a small granite 

base, supporting a denticulated frieze. A rectangular fanlight appears over 
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the replacement aluminum and glass entry doors. The tympsinum has an eagle In 

bas-relief. A pitched slate roof runs parallel to the street, covering the 

f i r s t third of the building; the back two-thirds are topped by a f l a t roof 

and a parapet wall. Perched on top i s a cupola with a wood cornice and base, 

fixed metal louvers, lead coated copper roof, and copper weathervane. 

The northwest and southeast side facades are similar i n detail to the 

front elevation. There i s a half-circular window centered within each gabled 

end. The rear (southwest) elevation has the mailing platform. 

One enters through an original vestibule of mgdiogany and glass, with 

side doors and brass handles, into the public lobby. This space has a 

terrazzo floor, pale green i n color with a black freuning s t r i p , walls 

divided into thirds (the bottom being an It a l i a n marble wainscot with a 

black marble base, the middle stained m£ihogany, the top plaster), and a 

plaster ceiling. 

_ART_ 

On the right (northwest) wall of the lobby i s an o i l mural on heavy 

canvas entitled "Landing of the Weston Company." Measuring twelve feet by 

five feet, i t has been inserted i n a recessed space of duplicate size above 

the Postmaster's door, as i f a frame was planned to surround i t . 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Built in 1940-1941, the Weymouth Landing Post Office in an area characterized by 
parking lots, low rise 19th/early 20th century houses. Architecturally i t is sig­
nificant as a structure which reflects nation-wide trends in government building 
design and construction during the 1930's and 1940's. Its compact form contains an 
efficient arrangement by public and work areas - economy, standardization and function­
al ism are important components in their building's plan. Local granite, rather than 
a more expensive imported stone was used in i t s construction in an effort to bolster 
the local economy. The choice of Colonial Revival rather than Classical Revival for 
i t s design may represent an historical reference to an early English settlement 
located in Weymouth during the early 1620's. Although this building is not yet 
50 years old, i t would appear to be eligible for National Register of Historic 
Places status based primarily on i t s architectural significance. This building 
possesses a highly symmetrical main facade with Colonial Revival entrance treatments 
and a distinctive cupola at the center of i t s gable roof. 

Although blueprints date back to 1938, constrfuction began November 30, 1940. The 
cornerstone was laid on May 15, 1941 and reads "Frank C. Walker, Postmaster General; 
John M. Carmody, Federal Works Administrator; W. Englebert Reynolds, Commissioner 
of Public Buildings; Louis A. Simon, Supervising Architect; Neal A. Melnick, 
Supervising Engineer,,1941." Constructed at a cost of $78,000.00, the dedication was 
held on October 23, 1941. I t was the f i r s t Federal building erected in Weymouth. 
Funding for this building was secured by Congressman Richard Wigglesworth (1891-1960). 
Born in Boston, he was educated at Milton Academy and Harvard (1912). He represented 
Weymouth in Congress from 1928-1958. 

The Weymouth Landing Post Office building was the f i r s t of three Federal projects 
erected in Weymouth during the early 1940's. These buildings included a Navy 
Derrigiblebase in South Weymouth and a housing project in North Weymouth. The 
construction of this Weymouth Landing Post Office provided a boost to the town's 
economy. Local "seam-faced granite" was used in i t s construction. For nearly 185 
years, "seam-face granite" had been commercially quarried from the granite p i t 
straddling the Weymouth-Hingham granite p i t straddling the Weymouth-Hingham town 
line on Washington Street. The quarrying of these materials in Weymouth reached 
i t s peak in 1920 when more than 200 people were employed in the trade. Nearly 500,000 
square feet of seam-face granite was shipped annually from the East Weymouth railroad 
yard. CB. Kevitt in Weymouth Massachusetts, a New England town notes that "Weymouth 
seam-face granite w i l l be found in many commercial and public buildings throughout 
the Eastern part of the United States." 
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The Weymouth Landing Post Office represents a la t e r addition to the town's 
col l e c t i o n of seam face granite structures. The oldest seam face granite structure 
i n town i s the Bela Pratt House (1804) on Washington Street near the Hingham l i n e . 
Other important local examples of seam face granite construction i n Weymouth include the 
Fogg Library i n South Weymouth, the Tufts Library on Broad Street, and the Central 
Fire Station i n East Weymouth. The Weymouth Post Office buildings construction 
during the early 1940's helped to temporarily revive the quarrying industry. In general 
Weymouth economy had seen more productive days. Shoe manufacturing, the town's major 
19th century industry, had been reduced from a high 775 factories to only 3 factories 
by 1930. 

In addition, the Weymouth Landing Post Office contains a mural by Guy Pene du Bois, 
an i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y acclaimed a r t i s t . He was also an art and music c r i t i c and w r i t e r / 
editor for Arts and Decoration Magazine. The Weymouth Landing Post Office mural 
was painted i n 1942 and was funded by the Treasury Department's Section of Painting 
and Sculpture. I t depicts Pilgrims landing on Weymouth's shore i n 1622. Dubois 
attended the school of art i n New York. His work i s represented i n the collections 
of museums across the country. 
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Review Comnents 

USPO--Weymouth Landing, Norfolk County, MA 

Although not yet 50 years o l d , the 19'fO United States Post O f f i c e 
at Weymouth Landing possesses exceptional h i s t o r i c a l and a r t i s t i c 
s i g n i f i c a n c e for i t s lobby mural e n t i t l e d " F i r s t Landing at 
Weymouth," created in 191̂ 2 by i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y acclaimed a r t i s t 
Guy Pene du Bois under the auspices of the Treasury Department's 
Section of P a i n t i n g and Sculpture. The mural d e p i c t i n g the 
landing of the Pi l g r i m s on Weymouth's shore in 1622 is an 
important regional representative of artwork i n s t a l l e d in Federal 
b u i l d i n g s during the 1930s and 40s in an e f f o r t the br i n g a r t to 
the pub l i c and to v i s u a l l y inrmortalize s i g n i f i c a n t h i s t o r i c a l 
events. (This mural is l i s t e d in the Park and Markowitz 
Appendix; Section Murals and Sculpture by State and the a r t i s t 
is mentioned regarding other works). 

B l u e p r i n t s for the Weymouth Post O f f i c e were extant in 1938, 
however c o n s t r u c t i o n did not begin u n t i l 19*^0. The Post O f f i c e 
was the f i r s t Federal b u i l d i n g erected in Weymouth. The Post 
O f f i c e i s also s i g n i f i c a n t as a f i n e example of seam-faced 
gr a n i t e c o n s t r u c t i o n , an important local b u i l d i n g m a t e r i a l , in 
the Colonial Revival mode. For nearly 185 years, the quarrying 
of seam-faced g r a n i t e has been an important commercial a c t i v i t y 
in Weymouth and adjacent Hingham. The c o n s t r u c t i o n of the Post 
O f f i c e during the e a r l y 19̂ *03 helped to temporarily revive the 
quarrying industry and provide employment for the economically 
depressed town. 
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FIELD REAL ESTATE AND BUILDINGS OFFICE 
P.O. Box 324 

Lexington, MA 02173O324 

.r 
August 20, 1985 

The Honorable Francis E. ^iirEhy 
Qiairman, Board of Selectman, Ibwn of Weymouth 
Weymouth Tcwn Hall 
75 Middle Street 
Weymouth, MA 02188 

Dear Chairman Murf*iy: 

• 1 * " . , . 

The U.S. Postal Service i n caijunction with the Massachusetts State Historic 
Preservation Officer in Boston has evaluated the Nfeiin Rsst Office i n Weymouth 
and has determined i t is significant frcm an historical viewpoint. 

In view of the above evaluation, the U.S. Postal Service intends to ncminate 
this building to the National Register of Historic Places. We would, prior to 
our taking formal action, appreciate receiving your concurrence. 

I f you coicur with our proposed action, kindly return a signed copy of this 
letter in the enclosed envelope. 

Sincerely, 

Ccncur: 

Ehclosures 

JPC/ljr 

f Gregory Gillelakd 
General Manag^ 
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UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE 
475 L'Enfant Plaza, SW 
Washington, DC 20260 

A p r i l 9, 1986 
••J.­

Ms. Carol D. Shull ~' ' 
Chief of Registration - , 
National Register of Histo r i c Places ' 
National Park Service ^ 
Department of I n t e r i o r , , -
Washington, D.C. 20240-1002 , ' ' 

Dear Ms. Shull: -4̂- ' - \: i ' -

The Postal Service hereby submits a nomination for the post 
o f f i c e located at 103 Washington Street, Norfolk County, 
Weymouth, Massachusetts. 

I f you have any questions concerning t h i s nomination, -
please c a l l me at 202/268-3107. 

Sincerely, ?• -̂̂  

/ John S. Sorenson 
\_/Realty Specialist, Senior 

Office of Real Estate 

Enclosure 

i-

Iff. . 

• . '.ii 

APR 17 1986 


