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JPH S CAL AFFEARMNCE

The V@ynout h Landing Post Office i slocated on one of Véynouth's nain
traffic routes, Wishington Street. Qrer the years i t has becone a f ocal
point for the shifting conmercial district tothe north. The once
privately-owned residences around it have been converted to storefront
properties, creating a small-scale commercial strip for the town. The
building i s set back fromthe street tonot only give i t a pleasant approach
but also tolntegrate it's nasslveness within the |ocal context.

The building andits grounds are i n good condition. The Post Cfficei s
on the front portion of the | ot with a paved vehicl e naneuvering area to the
rear andadriveway onthe right side. Thesite i slandscaped with |awn and
shrubs. In plan, the building isfronted by the public |obby with the
Postmaster's office to the right. Behind the service screen i s the workroom
with a separate building volune for the mail vestibul e and platform beyond.

Seven granite steps with wought-lron railings, which termnate wth
electric lanpposts, create the nmain approach t othe building. The front
(northeast) elevationi s afive-bay structure that uses sinple projecting
pilasters to create a three-bay central entrance. The el evations are
conposed of seamfaced Véynouth ashl ar granite with a projectingashlar
base. Awood entablature with a denticul ated cornice surrounds the buil ding,
conformng to the changing planes of the pilasters. The w ndows are
doubl e-hung, wood franed with 12/12 [ights, granite [intels and sills.
Qanite recessed panels extend down to the base. Theentrance, ina
segnental arched opening using granite voussoirs, contains quartered plain
wood pilasters and engaged fluted Doric colvirms, both with a small granite
base, supporting a denticulated frieze. Arectangular fanlight appears over
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the replacenent alumnumand gl ass entry doors. The tynpsinumhas an eaglel n
bas-relief. Apitched slate roof runs parallel tothe street, covering the
first third of the building; the back two-thirds are topped by a flat roof
and a parapet wall. Perched ontopisa cupolawth awood cornice and base,
fixed nmetal |ouvers, |ead coated copper roof, and copper weathervane.

The northwest and southeast side facades aresimlar indetail to the
front elevation. There i s a half-circular window centered within each gabl ed
end. The rear (southwest) elevation has the mailing platform

(ne enters through an original vestibule of ngdiogany and gl ass, with
side doors and brass handles, into the public |obby. This space has a
terrazzo floor, pale green incolor with a black freuning strip, walls
divided into thirds (thebottombeing an Italian nmarble wainscot with a
black marble base, the mddl e stained n&ihogany, t hetopplaster), anda
plaster ceiling.

R

Qh the right (northwest) wall of the [obby i sanoil mural on heavy
canvas entitled "Landing of the Wston Gonpany."” Measuring twelve feet by
five feet, it has been inserted i na recessed space of duplicate size above
the Postmaster's door, asif a frame was planned t osurround it.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Buil't i n1940-1941, the Wynouth Landing Post Office in anarea characterized by
parking lots, lowrise 19th/early 20th century houses. Architecturally it i ssig-
nificant as a structure which reflects nation-wde trends i ngovernment building
design and construction during the 1930's and 1940's. |t sconpact form contains an
efficient arrangement by public andwork areas - econony, standardization and function-
al ism areinportant conponents i ntheir building's plan. Local granite, rather than
a nore expensive inported stone was used i nits constructioninaneffort tobolster
the local econony. The choice of Col onial Revival rather than Classical Revival for
its design may represent anhistorical reference toanearly English settlenent
located i1 n Veynouth during theearly 1620's. Although this building is not yet

50 years ol d, it would appear tobeeligible for National Register of Historic

Places status based primarily onits architectural significance. This building
possesses a highly symetrical main facade with Col onial Revival entrance treatnents
and a distinctive cupola at thecenter of its gable roof.

Al though blueprints date back t 0 1938, constrfuction began Novenber 30, 1940. The
cornerstone was laid on My 15, 1941 andreads "Frank C Wl ker, Postmaster General;
John M Carnody, Federal V@rks Adm nistrator; W Englebert Reynol ds, Comm ssioner

of Public Buildings; Louis A S non, Supervising Architect; Neal A Melnick,

Supervi sing Engineer,,1941." Constructed at a cost of $78,000.00, t hededication was
held on Cctober 23, 1941. | twas thefirst Federal building erected i n Véynout h.
Funding for this building was secured by Congressnan Richard Wgglesworth (1891-1960).
Born i n Boston, he was educated at MIton Acadeny and Harvard (1912). He represented
Wynout h i n Congress from 1928- 1958.

The Wynout h Landing Post Office building was t hefirst of three Federal projects
erected i nVeynouth during theearly 1940's. These buildings included aNavy
Derrigiblebase i n South Weynouth and a housing project in North Wynouth. The
construction of this Wynouth Landing Post Office provided a boost tothe tow's
econony. Local "seamfaced granite" was used i n its construction. For nearly185
years, "seamface granite" hadbeen comercially quarriedfromthe granitepit
straddling t heVWynout h-H nghamgranite pit straddling theVeynout h-H nghamt own

line on Washington Street. Thequarrying of these materials in Véynouth reached

its peak i n1920 when nore than 200 people were enployed i n thetrade. Nearly 500,000
square feet of seamface granite was shipped annually fromthe East Véynouth railroad
yard. CB. Kevitt in VWynmouth Massachusetts, a New England town notes that "Véynouth
seamface granite will be found in nany commercial andpublic buildings throughout

the Eastern part of the United States.”
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The Weéynouth Landing Post Office represents a later addition tothetown's

collection of seamface granite structures. The oldest seam face granite structure

in town i stheBela Pratt House (1804) on Washington Street near theH ngham line.

Other important local exanples of seamface granite construction i nVWynmouth include t he
Fogg Library i nSouth Weynouth, t heTufts Library on Broad Street, and t he Central

Fire Station i nEast Weyrmouth. The Wynouth Post Office buildings construction

during theearly 1940's helped t otemporarily revive thequarrying industry. | ngeneral
Veynout h econony had seen nore productive days. Shoe manufacturing, thetown's major
19th century industry, had been reduced from a high 775 factories toonly 3 factories

by 1930.

In addition, theWynouth Landing Post Office contains a mural by Qi Pene du Bois,
an internationally acclaimed artist. He was also an art and music critic and writer/
editor for Arts and Decoration Magazine. The Wynouth Landing Post Office mural

was painted i n1942 and was funded by t he Treasury Departnent's Section of Painting
and Scul pture. It depicts Pilgrims landing on Vynouth's shore i n1622. Dubois
attended t heschool of art i nNew York. Hiswork i srepresented i nthecollections

of nuseuns across the country.
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Signed. Date Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet



Revi ew Comment s

USPO - Véynout h Landi ng, Norfol k County, M\

Al though not yet 50 years old, thel9fO United States Post Office
at Weynout h Landi ng possesses exceptional historical and artistic
significance for its lobby mural entitled "First Landing at
Weynmout h, " created 1 n191”2 by internationally acclaimed artist
Qy Pene du Bois under theauspices of the Treasury Department's
Section of Painting and Scul pture. The mural depictingthe

| anding of thePilgrims on Weynouth's shore i n1622 i s an

i mportant regional representative of artwork installed i nFederal
buildings during the1930s and 40s i nan effort thebring artto
the public and tovisually inrmortalize significant historical
events. (This mural i slisted i nthePark and Markowitz
Appendi x;  Section Murals and Scul pture by State and t he artist
is mentioned regarding other works).

Blueprints for the Weynouth Post Office were extant i n 1938,

however construction did not begin until 19*"0. The Post Office
was thefirst Federal building erected in Weynmouth. The Post

Office 1 salso significant as a fine exanple of seamfaced

granite construction, an important Jlocal building material, in
the Colonial Revival node. For nearly 185 years, the quarryin
of seamfaced granite has been an important commercial activit
in Weynmout h and adj acent Hingham  The construction of t he Pos
Office during theearly 19*03 helped t otemporarily reviveth
quarrying industry and provide enploynent for theeconomcall
depressed town.
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FIELD REAL ESTATE AND BUILDINGS OFFICE
P.O. Box 324
Lexington, MA 021730324

I
August 20, 1985

The Honorable Francis E "iirEhy

Qairman, Board of Selectman, Ibwn of Véynouth

Wynout h Tcwn Hal | "
75 M ddl e Street ‘
Wynout h, MA 02188

Dear Chairman Mirf*iy:

The US Postal Serviceincaijunction with the Massachusetts State Historic
Preservation Officer i nBoston has evaluated the Neiin Rsst Office i n Vynout h
and has determned it i ssignificant frcmanhistorical viewpoint.

In view of the above evaluation, the US Postal Serviceintends to ncmnate
this building t othe National Register of Historic Places. Ve would, priorto
our taking formal action, appreciate receiving your concurrence.

I'f youcoicur with our proposed action, kindly return a signed copy of this
letter inthe enclosed envel ope.

Sincerely,

Gegory Gillelakd
Ceneral Manag”

Cecncur:
Ehcl osur es

IPCI 1
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UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE
475 L'Enfant Plaza, SW
Washington, DC 20260

April 9, 1986

wl-

Ms. Carol D. Shull ~
Chief of Registration -,
National Register of Historic Places'

National Park Service A

Departnment of Interior , , -
Washi ngton, DC 20240-1002 , !

Dear Ms. Shull: A -\ o
The Postal Service hereby submts a nomnation for the post
office located at 103 Washington Street, Norfolk County,
Veynout h, Massachusetts.

| you have any questions concerning this nom nation, -
please call ne at 202/268-3107.

Sincerely, P NN

[/ John S Sorenson _
\ /Realty Specialist, Senior
Office of Real Estate

Encl osure

Iff. .

AR 17 13



