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1. Name

historic Roebuck Tavenn

and/or common Roebuck Tavern

2. Location

street & number 21 Dedham St->ie4é&t N/A. not for publication
city, town Wrentham A vicinity of
state Massachusetts code N_e] county Norfol k code 021
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
district public occupied agriculture museum
X_building(s) _X private unoccupied commercial park
structure both L work in progress educational private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object in process X-yes: restricted government scientific
being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military X other:

4. Owner of Property

Roebuck Realty Trust

name
P.O. Box 754

street & number

aty, toan  Nawod N/A  vidnity of state Massachusetts

5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Norfolk County Registry of Deeds

street&number High Street

city, town  Dedham state Massachusetts

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

inventory ot the Historic Assets
tite of the Commonwealth HABS 1937 has this property been determined eligible? yes X no

January 1967 #14

date . federal state oounty local

depository for survey records Massachusetts Historical Commission

city, town  Boston state  Massachusetts



7. Description Roebuck Tavern, Wentham M

Condition Check one Check one
excellent deteriorated unaltered h. original site
good ruins X altered moved date NA
fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

Located inthe historic center of Wenthan, the Roebuck Tavern presently occupies k acre
of land and is set back twenty feet from DednamStreet. The | ot onwhich it stands is
unel evated; |andscaping features of note are four naple trees which serve as abuffer
between the house and a municipal parking |ot. The tavern itself consists of amain two
story, center entry section built ca 1795 and a one story rear ell built in two periods
during the 19th century.

Typical ly federal in design, the Main block of the Roebuck Tavern is a five bay, rec-
tangular plan structurewith twin interior chinneys. R si n% from a granite foundation,
the house is covered with clapboards and enclosed by a pitched roof. Fenestration
throughout the nain portion of the building is 12/12 sash.

The building's five bay symetrical facade (south elevation ) is franed by a nol ded
boxed cornice and narrow cornerboards. Its-fdeal e point iSthd center entry which is
framed by 34 side |ights and anel liptical fainlight. eee<i< o | o< qte K; o 1/

Two of the ,three remaining elevations %north and east) have fenestrationwhich is asy-
metrically aligned. The west end of the building, however, contains symetrical

bays consisting of a center entr(}/ and two fl ankingw ndows on the first story, three

w ndows on the second |evel, and twoon the third story. This elevation's entry features
a fanlight , but itis narrower than the one on the nain facade and i s capped by a hood
which is supported by sinple brackets.

Paced at aright-angle tothe nain section of the buildingis a rear one story clap-
boarded el | with a pitch roof pierced by asingle tall chimey. This additionwas

built intwostages, and although itsdate is not confirnmed, was nost'likely constructed
during the 19th century. The earliest portion is the two bay section which is closest to
the main house. The later addition includes a small enclosed.pavillion andwhat is nowa
one car garage at the northern end.  Fenestration on this wing i s asynmetrical con-

sisting of wndows of various size and sash configuration,' ° o

Qutbui I dings originally associated with the Roebuck Tavern are no |onger standing on
the property. Do

\>ir ...



8. Significance Roebuck Tavern, Wrentham, MA

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture. religion
1400-1499 X archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture . economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 X architecture . education . military social/
1700-1799 art . engineering music humanitarian
X 1800-1899 X commerce exploration/settlement philosophy - theater
1900- communications industry politics/government . transportation
invention . other (specify)
Specific dates ca. 1795 Builder/Architect nknown

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Roebuck Taven possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials, and
workmanship, as well as documented associations with the development of Wrentham during
the late 18th and 19th centuries. It is significant as one of the town's best preserved
examples of residential Federal period architecture and is also important for its re-
lationship with a prominent local family in the 18th and 19th centuries. The tavern
thus meets Criteria A, B, and C of the National Register of Historic Places.

Constructed .in: 1795- for David Fisher and his- family, the Roebuck Taven was loCated"a*d"-""
jacent to Wrentham's major Colonial Pferibti crossroads in ~the'tow\T"s historic centdr: '
More importantly, however, it stood on one of the Boston/Providence Turnpikes (Route |A)
which opened early in the 19th century. This new route spiirred a period of growth in *
Wrentham and had a great impact on the early use of the nominated property. During

this era the building served as a”“tavern, post office, toll collector's house, as well

as a family's residence. Although initially used for these various functions, the
building was best known as an inn and tavern and continued to be used in this manner
through the early 20th century.

The Fisher Family, long associated with the tavet“n-and'owners'Of the' property until

1910, were among the community's early settlers in the mid 17th century. Serving as
selectmen in the founding years of the town, ttiey'were'influential figtfres in its develop-
ment. In the early 19th century, David Fisher, for whom the tavern was built, kept the
Fisher name prominent in the community. He acted not oniy-'as an' innkeeper and toll
collector, but also served as Wrentham's postmaster and ran one of the town's only
commercial stores - the West India and English Goods Store. George Fis-heir, grandson of
the tavern's original owner, was one of the family's most noteable members | the late
19th century as a professor and Dean of the Yale Divinity School, he was @ most disting-
uished historian and author in the field of New England church history and {neglogy.

In addition to its association with the growth of Wrentham Center in the early 19th
century and its relationship to the Fisher Family, the tavern is also an architecturally
significant structure representing an early and well preserved example of a residential
building in the town center which uses Federal period detail in a well articulated manner.
Because of these characteristics the building was recorded and documented by HABS in

its 1937 Massachusetts Survey.

The grounds surrounding the Roebuck Tavern should be considered as potentially sensitive
for the presence of subsurface cultural material deposits and structural features related
to the property's diverse uses throughout its history. Research oriented identification,
investigation and evaluation of these resources using archaeological techniques may
provide information relevant to our understanding of the past. Questions that may be
addressed include, but are not limited to, the development of Wrentham Center, trade
networks and commerce, and 18th and 19th century lifeways, particularly with respect to
multifaceted activities of the property as it changed through time.

[-'"z-"isr' .oe e . .



9, Major Bibliographical References

Historic American Buildings Survey Catalog, Library of Congress, Washington, D.C.
Fiore, Jordan D., Wrentham A History, 1673-1963, Thomas Todd Co., Boston, MA 1973.
Ewing, Alice Bennett, Program for the 250th Anniversary of Wrentham, A Brief History of
Wrentham, 1923.

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property 10> 800 square feet

Quadrangle name—Wrentham Quadrangle scale 1+« 25,000
UT M References . t
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Verbal boundary description and justification

Beginning on the northerly s,ide,.pf, Dedham Street In Wrentham at the Southeast corner of
land of the town of Wrentham thence running Northerly by said town land one hundred twenty

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state N/A code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

nameftile Kathryn Kubie, Preservation Planner with Mary Elizabeth Pyne

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date December, 1983
street&number 294 Washington Street telephone  (617) :;727-8470
city or town Boston state Massachusetts

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state X. local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by~ e National Park Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

State Historic Preservation Officer
title Masachusetts Historical Commission date ~//olly

For NPS use only
| hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register

Entered la tha date NIy lS-A

r of the National Register

Attest- date
Chief of Registration
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*9. Major Bibliographical References (Cont'd)

National Council of Congregational Churches of the U.S., Congregational Year Book, Fort
Hill Press, Boston, 1910.

Registry of Deeds, Dedham,

Duley, Doris, Wrentham Historical Commission, Notes and photos unpublished. Taverns and
Inns.

Interview, Roland Bainton, Professor Emeritus, Yale Divinity School, Author, Historian,
Biographer, 4/7/83.

Bruce Crowther, Secretary, Wrentham Historical Commission provided many details on
David Fisher's Life from deed research and Congregational Church records.

10. Verbal Boundary Description and Justification (Cont'd)

five feet to an angle thereof; thence Easterly by land of said town of Wrentham 86'% feet
more or less to land of Minnie Corcoran; thence Southerly by said Corcoran land 125 feet
to said Dedham Street, thence Westerly by said Dedham Street 85% feet more or less

to the point of beginning.
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MASSACHUSETTS

D resubmission

* nomination by person or local government

e owner objection
CU appeal

Substantive Review:

Reviewer's comments:

Nomination returned for:

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category

4. Owner of Property

e sample e request LU appeal
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Working No. AR | 8 1%

Fed. Reg. Date: . g2 .t» e
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Action: ANCEPT sSv/ 7/
Entered la™i" ? RETURN

Federal Agency:

CU NR decision

Recom./Criteria.

Reviewer
Discipline
Date

, See continuation stieet

.tectinical corrections cited tjelow
.substantive reasons discussed t}elow

Ownership Status
Public Acquisition ibie

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * vyes * no

7. Description

Condition
excellent
im good

o fair

Check one
| | deteriorated unaltered
CZl ruins im altered

unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

CU summary paragraph!
CH completeness

e clarity

» alterations/integrity
* dates

| I boundary selection

Present Use

Check one

original site
moved

iia-txonol Hs6 t«r— REJECT

date.

/



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

O summary paragraph

CU completeness

n clarity

EU applicable criteria

» justification of areas checked

» relating significance to the resource

+ context

n relationship of integrity to significance
HI! justification of exception

» other

9. Major Bibliographical References
10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name

UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state i

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

*  Maps
CU Photographs
e Other

Questions concerning this homination may be directed to.

Signed - Date

Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet
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