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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Grisso Mansion is located on a hill above Seminole to the north 
of what is now Highway 9. A Mr. Bob Kenyon of Oklahoma City was the 
architect and construction was started in 1926. The house is of brick 
in the magnificent Spanish tradition. It is said the mansion originally 
cost over $500,000.

The mansion has a roof of tile in bright earth colors. The brick 
is a golden beige. The front view of the home shows the two-story-high 
windows of the living room, arched at the top as are other windows of 
the front facade. The arches of the portico rest on Corinthian capitals 
atop spiral columns. The arches are Moorish in feeling with scalloped 
trim which is used above the windows, also.

The elaborate moulding about the front door is baroque in feeling 
and is flanked by niches repeating the scalloped trim. Beautiful grill 
trim surrounds the balcony. Of the four chimneys atop the roof, no two 
are treated alike. m

Beneath each window on the east and west sides, the rear, and 
looking into the courtyard are flower boxes resting on grill supports 
and adorned with urn, arabesque, and rosette motifs in the Moorish 
manner. The arched courtyard windows have brick arches above, in contrast 
to the scallop trim on the other arched windows. All windows are casement 
windows and those without arches still have the scallop trim. Above each, 
on the trim is a shield in relief.

Many types of torch and lantern lights are on all outside walls. 
These are beautiful grill and metal fixtures.

One of the most interesting things about the mansion is the doors. 
There are eleven doors opening onto the courtyard alone. These are each 
treated uniquely with mouldings in different designs. Carving and 
beveled glass are also used.

The mansion is presently just like it was in 1927, with the exception 
that central heat and air conditinning have been added.

There are 26 rooms within the house proper.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

William Edward Grisso came to, the Seminole area from Arkansas 
about the turn of the century before the great "boom" days of the ^O^s 
began. In 1909 Mr. Grisso married Maggie Rooker and the two became im­ 
portant members of the community. Mr. Grisso studied to become a doctor; 
however, finances prevented him from completing his studies and he thus 
opened the Seminole Drug Store.

At the end of the 1921 depression Mr. Grisso found himself, as did 
many others, greatly indebted. Yet he had a remarkable ability of turn­ 
ing anything to success. Thus, by the time the oil boom began, he was 
.already on top of the world again. He was doing well when the discovery well 
came in on his land. After the oil began to come in, Mr. Grisso became 
rapidly very wealthy and became president of the Grisso Oil Company.

Many of the early "oil baron" mansions of the United States are locate 1 
in Oklahoma such as the Marland, Phillips, Kerr mansions and others. The 
Oklahoma Historical Society hopes to provide a tour of these "oil mansions" 
as several of the original owners have given their homes to the State. 
Mrs. Grisso is in the process of giving her home, the Grisso Mansion, and 
all its furnishings with approximately 5 acres of land to the State of 
Oklahoma. She wants to announce the gift as Oklahoma opens its Bicentennial 
celebrations.

Every governor of Oklahoma has been entertained many times in the 
Grisso Mansion prior to Mr. Grisso f s death. At one time he was State 
Highway Commissioner and as such was responsible for State Highway 99 
construction through Seminole County, Oklahoma.

Mr. William Edward Grisso is listed in Who's Who in the South and 
Southwest, 2nd Edition, 1950.



Eberlein, Harold Donaldson, Spanish Interiors Furniture arid Details ,
Architectural Book Publishing Company, Inc., New York, 1940 

Tabdili, Mary Ann, Grisso Mansion, Seminole, Oklahoma, Highway 9,
May 7, 1969, historical research paper

Who's Who in the South and Southwest, 2nd Edition, 1950, page 392 
Mrs. W. E. Grisso and her daughter, Mrs. Pauline Martin
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