
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES NOMINATION
NFS Form 10-900 USDI/NPS NRHP Registration Form (Rev. 8-86) OMB No. 1024-0018

Bossier City Municipal Building, Bossier Parish, LA Page 1
United States Department of the Interior, National Park Service National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

1. NAME OF PROPERTY

Historic Name: Bossier City Municipal Building 

Other Name/Site Number: Bossier Arts Council FEB I 5 2002

2. LOCATION

Street & Number 

City/Town 

State: Louisiana

630 Barksdale Blvd. 

Bossier City 

Code: LA County: Bossier

Not for publication: NA 

Vicinity: NA 

Code: 015 Zip Code: 71111

3. STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby 
certify that this _X_ nomination __ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation 
standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and 
professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property _X_ meets _ doe 
not meet the National Register Criteria.

Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 
Nationally:_ Statewide:_ Locally: X

does

Signature of CertiMng (imcikl/Title Laurel Wyckoff, 
LA SHPO, Dept dfCuleurW Recreation and Tourism

State or Federal Agency and Bureau

Date/

In my opinion, the property __ meets __ does not meet the National Register criteria.

Signature of Commenting or Other Official/Title Date

State or Federal Agency and Bureau
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4. NATIONAL PARK SERVICE CERTIFICATION

I hereby certify that this property is:

\f Entered in the National Register 
_ Determined eligible for the National Register 
_ Determined not eligible for the National Register 

Removed from the National Register 
toner (explain):

ofKeeper Date of Action

5. CLASSIFICATION

Ownership of Property 
Private: _ 
Public-Local: X 
Public-State: __ 
Public-Federal:

Number of Resources within Property 
Contributing 

1

1

Category of Property 
Building(s): X 
District: _ 
Site: _ 
Structure: _ 
Object: _

Non contributing 
_buildings 
_ sites 
__ structures 
__ objects 

0 Total

Number of Contributing Resources Previously Listed in the National Register: 0 

Name of Related Multiple Property Listing: NA
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6. FUNCTION OR USE

Historic: government Sub: city hall 
Current: recreation and culture Sub: museum

7. DESCRIPTION

Architectural Classification: Italian Renaissance 
Materials:

Foundation: concrete 
Walls: brick 
Roof: metal 
Other:
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Describe Present and Historic Physical Appearance.

The Bossier City Municipal Building (1926) is a two story brick institutional building incorporating 
city offices, an auditorium/council chamber, a jail and a fire station. The building has a romantic and 
evocative style that partakes of the Italian Renaissance and Baroque, although the effect is heavily dependent 
upon accent features rather than overall design. Despite some admittedly significant alterations over the 
years, the building retains the bulk of its original exterior character and would be easily recognizable to 
someone from the historic period. Hence it conveys its identity and historical significance as a "coming of 
age" for Bossier City.

The Municipal Building's Italian flavor can be seen in its villa-like asymmetrical massing under a low, 
broadly overhanging roof (originally clay tile) with widely spaced extended brackets. The asymmetry is 
minimal, but nonetheless convincing when seen from a three-quarter view. Massing takes the form of a 
large, low-pitch, gable-fronted main block with a one story projection on the east side and a two story 
projection containing the staircase on the west side. At the rear is a flat roofed fire station wing. The one 
story addition spanning the western elevation of the main block, behind the staircase "tower," dates from the 
historic period. Its brickwork and windows are identical to the original construction.

A series of great round arch windows on the second story facade and side elevations light what was 
originally the council chamber. Five of these windows span the facade. Above them, in the low gable, is a 
cast stone tablet with classical details identifying the building as "Municipal Building." The tablet is flanked 
by fasces (symbols of Roman justice). At the center of the first floor is a slightly protruding entrance 
pavilion with a round arch opening. The most richly detailed section of the building, the pavilion is accented 
with multiple cast stone scroll volutes and capped by an ornamental Baroque-style cartouche. The general 
Italian feel of the building is enhanced by the tapestry brickwork, which is laid up in Flemish bond with 
varying tones of beige, brown, tan and ochre. The overall effect is mottled honey color stone.

The building retains all of its original multi-pane metal windows. The most prominent are the large 
round arch windows previously mentioned. Other windows are square head and appear singly in a variety of 
sizes. Many are casement windows.

Most of the alterations to the Bossier City Municipal Building stem from its 1980s conversion into a 
home for the Bossier Arts Council. The interior is almost completely modern in character, including finishes 
and the floorplan. Individual city offices in the ground floor front have all been taken out to yield a large 
single gallery space. The upstairs council chamber originally featured an open trusswork ceiling with wood- 
encased steel members designed to resemble the ceiling of an Early Christian church. This treatment is most 
likely intact above the celotex ceiling of what is now a modern auditorium. Behind the auditorium some of 
the original jail cells are still intact. The floorplan of the rear fire station section survives (i.e., one large 
room) as do the old doors (which have been sealed off on the inside).

Modern alterations to the exterior (within the last twenty years) are as follows:

1) An extension, in dark tinted glass, was made to the entrance vestibule and a handicapped access ramp 
with a low brick wall was built to access said entrance. The low brick wall of the ramp is part of an 
overall reconfiguration of the entrance steps from a single flight to two flights with a contemporary 
sculpture between.



NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES NOMINATION
NFS Form 10-900 USDI/NPS NRHP Registration Form (Rev. 8-86) OMB No. 1024-0018

Bossier City Municipal Building, Bossier Parish, LA Page 5
United States Department of the Interior, National Park Service National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

2) Within the last few months the clay tile roof was replaced with a metal product which was intended to 
replicate the look of the original. Regrettably, such is not the case. The "tiles" are too low in profile 
and too wide, producing a flatter look. Also, clay tile roofs have a muted tone, while the present roof is 
bright in tone.

3) A one story room added to the rear of the fire station c. 1940 to provide sleeping accommodations has 
been removed.

Assessment of Integrity:

The foregoing alterations are admittedly notable. However, the building still retains the vast majority 
of its original character-defining features on the exterior, and there is no question that someone from the 
historic period would recognize the old municipal building. Hence the building meets the integrity litmus 
test for properties nominated under historical significance.
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Applicable National 
Register Criteria: A X B C D

Criteria Considerations NA
(Exceptions): A_ B_ C_ D_ E_ F_ G

Areas of Significance: 

Period(s) of Significance: 

Significant Dates: 

Significant Person(s): 

Cultural Affiliation: 

Architect/Builder:

politics/government

1926

1926

NA

NA

Architects: Jones, Roessle, Olschner & Wiener
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State Significance of Property, and Justify Criteria, Criteria Considerations, and Areas and Periods of 
Significance Noted Above.

The Bossier City Municipal Building is locally significant in the area of politics/government because 
its erection in 1926 marked a "coming of age" of municipal government.

Bossier City and its larger neighbor just across the Red River, Shreveport, trace their beginnings to 
the 1830s. But unlike Shreveport, Bossier remained a small village into the early years of the twentieth 
century. It was incorporated as a village in 1907, and as late as 1910 still had a population of only 775. 
That number had not grown much by the 1920 census, which reported 1,094 citizens. But in the 1920s the 
population almost quadrupled, as oil and natural gas significantly boosted the agriculture-based economy.

Both cities, Shreveport and Bossier City, saw unprecedented growth in the "Roaring Twenties" due 
largely to a major oil boom in the region. The first successful oil well was completed in Caddo Parish 
(Shreveport) in 1906, and in Bossier Parish, in 1909. The principal field in Bossier was the Bellevue Oil 
Field, where production started in 1921 at 6,000 barrels a day. A huge refinery with accompanying tank 
farm occupied a 225 acre parcel of land on the edge of Bossier City. By 1925 the refinery capacity exceeded 
25,000 barrels per day.

It is within this context that a new municipal building for Bossier was conceived. It was a major 
element in an overall pattern of municipal improvements as the community grew at such a rapid pace in the 
1920s (water system, road paving, etc.). The community incorporated as a village in 1907 had by the 1920s 
been accorded town status. The old town hall, a modest one-story structure of wood frame construction, was 
to be replaced with a large and impressive brick building of which every citizen could be proud. The fact 
that a fire had consumed much of the downtown in May 1925 undoubtedly fueled interest in a more 
"substantial" home for city services.

The $50,000 building was funded via a bond issue approved by voters in a special election held on 
March 30, 1926, and on November 13, 1926 the cornerstone was laid amid great fanfare and boosterism, 
including an opening parade. The front page news story in The Bossier Banner observed that "several 
hundred" citizens were in attendance. The same paper reported that for the May 1927 dedication the 
auditorium was filled before the opening number on the program and "scores were turned away." Speakers 
waxed eloquent about the "phenomenal" growth of Bossier in recent years and cited accompanying 
improvements such as "a modern fire system," street paving, a quarter of a million dollars in school 
improvements (although done at the parish level), and the new municipal hall.

In summary, within the context of a still small community (4,000 by 1930), the new municipal 
building must have seemed quite magnificent and a symbol of great progress and growth. And other than a 
school, it is the only substantial building left in Bossier to reveal the oil boom-driven prosperity of the 
Roaring Twenties. With the notable exception of the French-style Barksdale Air Force Base (1930s), Bossier 
City has a largely modern character.
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9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

The Bossier Banner. February 25, March 11, March 18, April 8, November 18, 1926; May 20, 1927.

Town of Bossier City Board of Aldermen minutes, various dates in 1926. Copies in National Register 
file, Louisiana Division of Historic Preservation.

Cardin, Clifton D. Bossier Parish History, 1843-1993, The First 150 Years (1993).

Franks, Kenny A. and Lambert, Paul F. Early Louisiana and Arkansas Oil, A Photographic History, 
1901-1946. Texas A&M University Press, 1982.

Jones, Roessle, Olschner & Wiener. Blueprints for Municipal Building dated 8/26/1926.

Previous documentation on file (NFS): NA

_ Preliminary Determination of Individual Listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested.
_ Previously Listed in the National Register, (partially)
_ Previously Determined Eligible by the National Register.
_ Designated a National Historic Landmark.
_ Recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey: #
_ Recorded by Historic American Engineering Record: #

Primary Location of Additional Data:

X State Historic Preservation Office 
_ Other State Agency 
_ Federal Agency 
_ Local Government 
_ University 
_ Other (Specify Repository):
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

Acreage of Property: less than an acre

UTM References: Zone Easting Northing
15 431400 3597600

Verbal Boundary Description: Lots 226 & 227, East Shreveport Subdivision, City of Bossier City,
Bossier Parish, LA

Boundary Justification: Boundaries follow property lines of parcel of land historically associated with
the candidate.

11. FORM PREPARED BY

Name/Title: National Register staff

Address: Division of Historic Preservation, P. O. Box 44247, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804

Telephone: (225) 342-8160

Date: January 2002

PROPERTY OWNERS

City of Bossier City
Office of the Mayor
P. O. Box 5337
Bossier City, LA 71171-5337


