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The site of the weck of the NewHanpshire i slocated onthe ocean side of Graves |sland
which i sjust of fthecoast of Manchester, Massachusetts. The weckage lies ona sandy
bottom i nabout thirty-five feet of water at its deepest.

The New Hampshire was one of nine ships t orate not less than 74 3ins each as authorized
by Congress i n1816. Her keel was laid i nthePortsnmouth Navy Yard, NewHanpshire, i n
1819, and she i s said t ohave been designed by Wl liam Doughty of Philadelphia. She was
first nanmed t he Al abama i nhonor of that state's entry into the Union.

The New Hanpshire (anane shereceived on October 28, 1863, and by whi ch she i s nbst com
monly known) was a square rigged, three masted ship-of-the-line. She neasured 196feet 3
inches by 53 feet, weighed 2,633 pounds, and had a draft of 25 feet 6 inches. The New
Hanpshire had 74 guns and was capabl e of carrying a crew of 820.

O May 23, 1921t he New Hanpshire caught fire and sank at her pier i nthe Hudson River.

Her hill was sold onAdgust 19, 1921t othe Mil holland Machi nery Corporation, and she was
refloated i nJuly 1922 andtaken in' towt othe Bay of Fundy. Qhthe way t hetowline parted
and she again caught*fire and sank.

Today the NewHanpshire |ies underwater i nvarious pieces. About six of herribs protrude
fromthe sandy bottom where t hegreater part of her wooden structure i s found. The copper
and brass fittings androlled copper sheathing aresaid t ohave been forged i nPaul
revere's foundry, andarestill present throughout the remains of the wreckage.

LCtAyily  -igs'.,  eedr.
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STATEMENT - S GN A CANCE

The New Hanpshire i ssignificant as one of t helast wooden bhattle ships t obe constructed
before thedevel opment of steam and speed. The weckage i ssignificant in Massachusetts
because i ti sone of thefewvisible in New England waters.

At theend of the Vér of 1812, nost of t he American Navy's warships were wel |l wornout
and beyond repair. The increased activity of piracy i ntheCaribbean and other devel op-
ments called for the building of a newefficient Navy.

The American Navy had no so-called "ships-of-the-line" until after theVéar of 1812. A
ship-of-the-line nay be defined as a "ship of war large enough t o have a place i nthe line
of battle," or nore precisely as a ship which carried from 70 t o 140 guns on two or nore
armmred decks. The ship of thebattleline was t hebackbone of bhattle fleets and could

hit thehardest blows and take t henost punishment i nconflict.

The New Hanpshire was one of nine of these ships torate not less than 74 guns each
authorized by Congress i nApril 1816. Three years later shewas built i nthePortsmuth
Navy Yard in New Hanpshire. Her design i ssaid tohave been by Wlliam Doughty of Phi-
| adel phia who was t heprincipal advisor i nship design and construction for the Board

of Navy Conmissioners. At thetime of her construction i n1819, she was naned t he Al a-
bama since i twas theyear that state was admtted t ot he Union.

Even though ready for launch by 1825, there was no i mmedi ate need for t heAl abana and she
remai ned on t hestocks for preservation until theCivil War. As a battleship she was out-
dated before she sawhattle. As iron and steamreplaced wood and sail, theold ships-of-
the-line were no match for t he speed and deadly efficiency of t henew warships. Therefore,
the Al abama whose name was changed t ot he New Hanpshire i n 1863, was relegated for use
as a stores and depot sh/p of theFederal Blockading Squadron during theCivil War. Wth
Commodore Henry K That cher commandi ng, she sailed from Portsmuth i n1864 t o Port Royal,
South Carolina where she served until theend of theCivil War. Afterwards she served as
a receiving ship i nNorfolk, Virginia, and later as a flagship i nNewport, Rhode |sland
for thenewy formed Apprentice Training Squadron, marking t he cormencenent of the first
effective apprentice training programfor theNavy.

. . Y, i
Al though she was useless for her original purpose, theNew Hanpshire continued t oplay an
important role i nnaval history. | n1891she served as a receiving ship i nNew London,
Connecticut and i n1892 was |loaned as a training ship totheNew York State Naval Militia
which was t ofurnishnearly a thousand nen totheUS Navy during t he Spanish-American Vér.

The New Hanmpshire was renamed t heGranite State i n1904tofree t he nane of New Hanpshire
for a newy authorized battleship. Stationed i ntheHudson River, she continued training
service through theyears leading t oWrld VWr | when state naval militia were practically

continued
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the only trained and equipped nen available totheNavy foriinmediate service. These
nmen were nusteredinto theNavy as National Naval Volunteers. The Granite State served
the New York State Militia until she caught fire and sank i n 1921. Her hull was sold
and she was taken i ntowt ot heBay of Fundy. The towline parted during a storm and she
again caught fire and sank off Graves Island.

Today t he New Hanpshire i srenenbered as t heship-of-the-line tosurvive thelongest and
one which, although amisfit by thetime of her launching, was an excellent exanple of
America's first and only experience with this type of design. Today t hew eckage has
further significance i nthat it i sanmong thefewsites not conpletely covered by the
shifting sands of New Engl and waters.

The site of t heweckage has been visited by three MassachusettsHistorical Conmi ssion
staff menbers, two of whomhave examni ned t he New Hanpshire underwater.
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PR (Bill Lebovich) LOW Date 7/12/76

Although within the three (3) mile limit controlled by the State, the vessel remains j
Federal property and as such is subject to the provisions of the Federal Antiquities
Act of 1906 (34 Stat. 22b), Its archeological potential appears to be rather minimal.
If the present version of the nomination's "statement of significance" is correct, |
submit the vessel is of national significance also. The necessity for underwater
archeological investigations are unwarranted at this point intime. Should available
documentation regarding rigging, deck design, and/or general structural plans be
unrecorded, perhaps such investigations would be warranted in the future. | highly
suspect that full plans exist with the Department of the Navy and/or Mulholland
(presently in archives) which fully document the vessel's entire construction cycle
including original phases and subsequent modifications over the years.

Charles M. cKinney
Archeolof Pl
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