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The Thonas Hi |l house i s a good exanple of an early Italianate house with sone G eek
Revival elenents. |tsmgjor inportance, however, isthat it was built for and was the
residence of one of W&l thams nost fanous nineteenth century citizens, Rev. Thonas Hill,
The house was owned by Hill throughout his active career, from his graduation from Harvard
Divinity School in 1845 to his death in 1891, and is the Wl tham property nost closely
connected with his life. |t possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials,
wor kmanshi p, feeling and associations, and neets criteria B and C of the National Register
of Historic Places.

ARH TECTURAL S GNH CANCE  Describe Inportant architectural features and evaluate in terns of
other buildingswithin the conmunity.

Set at the back of a | arge expanse of lawn in a residential area of nineteenth and
twentiethcentury houses and garden apartments, this house i s a good exanple of an early
[talianate with sone Geek Revival elenents. [tsltalianate characteristics include the
three-by-two bay profile with a center entrance, two narrow ridge chi meys, w de
overhanging eaves with brackets, roundhead wi ndows i n the gables, cornerboards, and
bracketed canopied w ndow heads on the first floor. Geek Revival elenents are evident in
the pedinented attic, full entablature and the entrance with sidelights. There is a
substantial ell on the north, also with an entablature and brackets. The glazed east sun-
porch on fieldstone foundation appears to date to the early 20th.century. The front ver-
andah with i tsltalianate bracketed cornice appears to have been rebuilt at the sane time
& i tdisplays Tuscan colums and a promnent fieldstone base.'

HSTCRCAL S QN HCANCE Explain the role owers played inlocal or state history and how the
building relates to the devel opnent of the conmunity.

This house was built in 185 by Thonas Hill, the new m nister of the First Parish
Church.  Hill was born in 1818 in Nw Brunswick, N, and decided at an early age to be a
mnister. H entered Harvard in 1839 and graduated second in his class in 18"3. having
done exceptionallywell in mathematics and been offered the directorship of the National
Cbservatory i n Washington, which he declined. 1In 18"5 he graduated fromHarvardDiyinity
School, preached five Sundays i n V&l thamin July and August, and then was offered the
mnistry of the First Parish Church. H was married in Novenber 1845 and by the
begi nning of Decenber was |iving in Wl tham presumably in this house.

According to Hill's own account, his nost significant contribution while in Vltham
was to the public schools; he served on the School Commttee from 1845 to 1859 and was
cjiairmn for nuch of that time. During his tenure the per-pupil expenditure increased and
his ideas on teaching, simlar to those of Horace Mann, were adopted to the extent that in
1850 the VMl tham schools were considered the best in the state.
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H STORICAL SIGNIFICAI\CE (cont'd) g
Hill left Vlthamin 1859 t o succeed Horace Mann as president of Antioch College; the
college wasin serious financial difficulties and most of his time was spent raising noney
to cover operating expenses. 1n1862 Hill was elected president of Harvard Col | ege an”®

remained i nthat post until heresigned i n1868. Hereturned t oVl thamin 1869 and |ived
there until 1873, when he becane the m nister of theUnitarian Church i n Portland, ME H»
received aDD from Harvard ini860 and anL.L.D from Yale i n 1863-

In additiontohis contributionstoeduction and theology, Hill continued hla
interest i nscience. Heinvented a calculator, called anarithnometer, that was used by
the Smthsonian Institute tocalculate thesolar eclipse of 1858. He published poetry as
wel | asscientific and theol ogi cal works and was a founder of the Wl tham Sentinel i n
1856. Hill'died inWlthamin 1891 while still mnister i n Portland.

It isdifficult todetermne wholived i nthis house when Hill was not i n residence,
t hough apparently Arthur Lyrman lived here from 1884 t 0 1886. After Hill's death the house
was owned by his sonand a son-in-law and i ntheearly twentieth century was acquired by
James S Robinson, areal estate and insurance agent. Frederic |. Robinson, alsoi n
insurance, still owns and resides at the house. n

Staple t oTnventorv form at botton



HPS fom 10400*

(MO

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number

Page

Nane Wal t ham MRA

State

M ddl esex County. MASSACHEETTS

Nom nation/ Type of Review

|/\1_

A2,

43.

45,

46.

47,

48.

49.

50.

| in thi

Hal |, Henry C, House

Hammond, Ephrai m House
I 1 ubstaative Bevisw

House , 4v«

Rk SR | RSt er

Harmond, Jonat han,

Har dy, Nahum House

yym-ei I nihd-

Entered in t.ie

Harrington Bl ock Hati onal Bagi ster

Harrington, Samuel, HousM/AAAA 'the
Hatiooal Begister
Hill, Rev. Thomas, Housefritered In the

national Begister

Hobbs Brook Basin Gate House

' --y la ttft
itttdli(.:iv. i".fiiat,iX

Holbrook, Richard, Houses A 14
(-ng—yred m tne
national Beglater
AV-

Johnson, Edwin C, House

[ frepex MZARM-MINIApNS A

0448 Afifmtl  No 102*4014

AG2 1190

Multiple Resource Area
Thematic G oup

Dat e/ Si gnature
Keeper #

At t est

K eeper
i
Attest

/deeper £2/MMN4| 12 ANMNZix=g=AN AN

Attest
Keeper

JAAA7

Attest
/\/\eper ZA/\_'/\_/\ A/\/\

Attest

?IMA

K eeper”;
Attest
| AMAS
Attest
77Nepex N ZAIAN
Attest
(yceepex yZ AN-"M--MWAKAN - IANWN
Attest
eepe

Attest



UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE | NTERI OR
NATI ONAL PARK SERVI CE

NATI ONAL REGI STER OGF HI STORI C PLACES
EVALUATI OV RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTI ON: NOM NATI ON

PRCPE Hill, Rev. Thonas, House n
NAME

MULTI PLE WAl t ham MRA

NAME .. [

STATE & GOUNTY: NASSACHUSETTS, M ddl esex

DATE RECEI VED: 8/ 21/ 89 DATE GF PENDI NG LI ST: 9/ 05/ 89
DATE CF 16TH DAY: 9/ 21/ 89 DATE OF 45TH DAY 10/ 05/ 89

DATE OF WEEKLY LI ST:

REFERENCE NUMBER 89001528

NOM NATCR  STATE

REASONS FCR REVI EW

APPEAL: N DATA PRCGBLEM N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N

OTHER N PDI L: N PER OD: N PROERAM UNAPPROVED: N
REQUEST: N SAWPLE: N SLR DRAFT: N NATI ONAL: N
GOMMENT WA VER N ,
A 10/ / Entered In tha
t -1 QOCEPT RETURN REJECT [/~~~ n~ b~ A Mational Jleglfltfl?

ABSTRACT/ SUMWARY COMMVENTS:

RECOM / CRI TERI A
REVI EVER

DI SCI PLI NE

DATE

DOOUMVENTATI ON see attached comments YYN see attached SLR Y/ N



CLASSI FI CATI ON

count resource type

STATE/ FEDERAL AGENCY CERTI FI CATI ON

FUNCTI ON
historic current
DESCRI PTI ON
architectural classification
materials

descriptive text

S| GNI FI CANCE
Peri od Areas of Significance—Check andjustify bel ow
Specific dates Bui | der/ Architect

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

sunmary par agr aph

conpl et eness

clarity

applicable criteria

justification of areas checked

relating significance totheresource
cont ext

relationship of integrity to significance
justification of exception

ot her
Bl BLI CCGRAPHY
CECERAPH CAL DATA
acreage verbal boundary description
U\ " boundary justification
ACCOMPANY1 NG DOOUMENTATI QN PRESENTATI N
sketch maps NBD naps phot ogr aphs presentation
OTHER GOMMENTS

Questions concerning this nomnation nay be directed to

Phone

Si gned Dat e





















VAELTHAM M NRA

Rev. Thonas Kill House
130 Church Street

1" =100

1975; updated t o 1987
Vil t ham Engi neering Dept.

lot #51-8-2



Please refer to the map in the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Nunnber: 64000301



