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NAIIUNAL KtUibltK L K i l t K l A ilAILMLNI U t applicable) 

The Thomas H i l l house is a good example of an early Italianate house with some Greek 
Revival elements. I t s major importance, however, is that i t was b u i l t for and was the 
residence of one of Waltham's most famous nineteenth century citizens, Rev. Thomas H i l l , 
The house was owned by H i l l throughout his active career, from his graduation from Harvard 
Divinity School in 1845 to his death in 1891, and is the Waltham property most closely 
connected with his l i f e . I t possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials, 
workmanship, feeling and associations, and meets c r i t e r i a B and C of the National Register 
of Historic Places. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe Important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the community. 

I Set at the back of a large expanse of lawn i n a residential area of nineteenth and 
* twentieth century houses and garden apartments, this house is a good example of an early 
i Italianate with some Greek Revival elements. I t s Italianate characteristics include the 
' three-by-two bay profile with a center entrance, two narrow ridge chimneys, wide 

overhanging eaves with brackets, roundhead windows in the gables, cornerboards, and 
bracketed canopied window heads on the f i r s t floor. Greek Revival elements are evident in 
the pedimented a t t i c , f u l l entablature and the entrance with sidelights. There is a 
substantial e l l on the north, also with an entablature and brackets. The glazed east sun­
porch on fieldstone foundation appears to date to the early 20th.century. The front ver­
andah with i t s Italianate bracketed cornice appears to have been rebuilt at the same time 

j as i t displays Tuscan columns and a prominent fieldstone base.' 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. 

This house was b u i l t in 18^5 by Thomas H i l l , the new minister of the First Parish 
Church. H i l l was born i n 1818 in New Brunswick, NJ, and decided at an early age to be a 
minister. He entered Harvard i n 1839 and graduated second i n his class in 18^3. having 
done exceptionally well in mathematics and been offered the directorship of the National 
Observatory in Washington, which he declined. In 18^5, he graduated from HarvardDiyinity 
School, preached five Sundays in Waltham in July and August, and then was offered the 
ministry of the First Parish Church. He was married in November 1845, and by the 
beginning of December was l i v i n g in Waltham, presumably in this house. 

According to Hi l l ' s own account, his most significant contribution while in Waltham 
was to the public schools; he served on the School Committee from 1845 to 1859 and was 
cjiairman for much of that time. During his tenure the per-pupil expenditure increased and 
his ideas on teaching, similar to those of Horace Mann, were adopted to the extent that i n 
1850 the Waltham schools were considered the best i n the state. 
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HISTORICAL SIGNIFICAi\CE (cont'd) 

H i l l l e f t Waltham in 1859 to succeed Horace Mann as president of Antioch College; the 
college was in serious financial d i f f i c u l t i e s and most of his time was spent raising money 
to cover operating expenses. In 1862 H i l l was elected president of Harvard College an^ 
remained i n that post u n t i l he resigned i n 1868. He returned to Waltham in 1869 and lived 
there u n t i l 1873, when he became the minister of the Unitarian Church in Portland, ME. H» 
received a D.D. from Harvard in i860 and an L.L.D. from Yale in 1863-

In addition to his contributions to eduction and theology, H i l l continued hla 
interest i n science. He invented a calculator, called an arithmometer, that was used by 
the Smithsonian Institute to calculate the solar eclipse of 1858. He published poetry as 
well as scientific and theological works and was a founder of the Waltham Sentinel in 
1856. Hill'died i n Waltham in 1891 while s t i l l minister i n Portland. 

I t is d i f f i c u l t to determine who lived i n this house when H i l l was not in residence, 
though apparently Arthur Lyman lived here from 1884 to 1886. After Hill's death the house 
was owned by his son and a son-in-law and i n the early twentieth century was acquired by 
James S. Robinson, a real estate and insurance agent. Frederic I . Robinson, also i n 
insurance, s t i l l owns and resides at the house. ^ 
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