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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Constructed by slave labor in 1858, this one-story frame house is 
elevated on piers. Repeating a___d_istinct T-plan, its square-piered gallery 
follows the front of the building from one end pavilion to the other. In 
addition to side lights, the double-door entrance has a rectangular transom 
The four windows across the front are floor length, and have wooden shutters

The front hall is flanked by the parlot on the east and the master 
bedroom on the west. The original dining room was the big center room 
back of the hall. A second parlor adjoins it connecting with the front 
parlor by sliding doors. The east end of the rear extension houses a bed 
room. Two additional chambers, the dining room and bedroom, are on the 
west end. An enclosed staircase ascends from the dining room to the garret 3 
lighted by two dormers at the rear, and a second flight leads from here up 
to the peristyle surmounting the roof_. This peristyle or cupola with its 
square columns and wooden balustrade is in perfect proportion to the main 
house, echoing its symmetry. rn 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Cato Home was the setting for some of the most influential seces 
sionist meetings held in AlaBama during the late 1850's. It was the scene 
of a great celebration when Alabama seceded from the Union.

Lewis Llewellen Cato, an attorney at law and solicitor in chancery, 
was known as "the great secessionist." A friend of Yancey's, he was a mem 
ber of the Eufaula Regency. Lewy Dorman in his Party Politics in Alabama 
from 1850 through 1860 states, "The most advanced step looking toward 
secession came from^the fire-eaters of Southeast Alabama under the leader 
ship of the Eufaula Regency. It was composed of a strong Southern rights 
group, principally lawyers from Eufaula." He continues, "They were the 
most consistent secessionists in the State."

The home was built by Catq__pn land bought from the Creek Indians. The 
house has been owned by the Cato family for the greater part of its exis 
tence. After the death of Lewis Llewellen Cato, the house was sold to 
E. B. Young. In 1905 Dr. Julius Cato, a son of Lewis L. bought the house, 
and Catos have lived there ever since. Miss Annis Cato, a granddaughter of 
Lewis L. lives there now.

The Cato Home is one of the featured attractions of the Eufaula pil 
grimage.
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NAME AND TITLE^ Warner Floyd, Executive Director, Alabama Historical Commissior 
Mrs.. Carl Strane, Eufaula Heritage Association
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