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ENTRY NUMBER DATE
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COMMON: o~
The Powers Building RiTIN
AN D/OR HISTORI C: | El
lgy b2
2 LOCATION Zi
STREET AND NUMBER: HATONAL N
Northwest corner of t d4«iftT&Rd/Eate Streets
CITY OR TOWN:
Rochester
STATE CODE CODE
New York Mnn*roA fy ~
3. CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
OWNERSHIP STATUS
(Check One) TO THE PUBLIC
| | District Building = PU.bliC Public Acquisition: Occupied yes:
D Site Q Structure Private 1 In Process I | Unoccupied ht Sestri;:t.e::id
| | Object | | Both [ \ Being Considered | | Preservation work nrestricte
1 No

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate;

| | Agricultural | i Government [ Park

Commercial I 1 Industrial [ | Private Residence
| | Educational i | Military 1 Religious
I | Entertainment I I Museum I | Scientific

[4. OWNER OF PROPERTY

JjbwNER-S N AME;

Powers Building Inc.

STREET AND NUMBER:

116 West Main Street

CITY OR TOWN;

[irtocATfON ofTegalﬁge%ré?%E?orn

COURTHOUSE. REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC:

STREET AND NUMBER:

39 West Main Street

CITY OR TOWN:

Rochester
6. representation IK EXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE OF SURVEY:

DATE OF SURVEY: AUgUsSt 1968 E Federal

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

Library of Congress

STREET AND NUMBER:
CITY OR TOWN;
Wa5%h 1 ngtnn

Rep. Barber Conable Jr.
27th Conares<ional Di<trict

in progress

r~} Transportation

Q _Other (Specify)

1 Comments

Offices
&
S
o
CODE 1
New York

2
County Clerk's Office, Monroe County Courthouse 3

New York

CONTTNTTATTON SHEET

Historic American Buildingf?"Survey Photo-Data Proie Zt

[ State

1 County 1 Local

CODE

New York 11



7. DESCRIPTION

(Check One)

Q Excellent Good Q Fair 1 Deteriorated I | Ruins O Unexposed
CONDITION
(Check One) (Check One)

- Altered | | Unaltered | | Moved Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (Uknown) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

- ™The massive nine-story Powers Building o”upies the major
portion of a city block in downtown Rochesterl® The building
measures approximately 165" on West Main Street and 171' on State

Street and is laid out around a large open stairwell in the center,

* On the exterior the ground floor has undergone Twentieth
Century remodeling probably replacing cast iron store fronts.
The next four stories have two different treatments of stone
facing. The seventeen-bay corner is a series of arched windows
and vermiculated stone quoins. The remaining sixteen bays on the
State Street (east) facade and ten bays on the West Main Street
(south) facade are framed with flattened arches and slender cor.-
inthian columns. The large expanses of glass relative to stone
are a visual indication of the buildings metal structure. A
bracketed cornice divides the first five stories from the three
upper ones which are a series of "roofs." The first mansard roo
IS orlgmal to_the building and the second and third were added
in 1872 and 1874 respectively and were constructed of riveted
steel plate. All three stories are faced with light rose colored
sLingles in contrast to the gray stone of the lower stories. The
windows of the first two mansard roofs have heavy window hoods
unlike those on the final story which have simple stone moldings
The three-tiered tower is off center on the West Main Street's*
(south) facade.

The interior of the Powers Building reflects the same inven
tive quality characteristic of the exterior. Most notable is thd
interior court where the ornate cast iron stairway is located.
Marble wainscoting is found throughout the public spaces, and th”
corridor floors are marble or tile. The doorframes on the first
four floors are marble while those on the upper floors are wood.
A marble plague commemorates the architect and craftsmen who
worked in the building. It reads:

Powers'
Commercial
Fire-Proof Buildings
1869-1870
A.J. Warner § Co., Architects «
W.H. Gorsline, Mason
J.C. Wagner, Carpenter DEC 5 1972

Architectural Iron Works, New YorliH" national co

Heniy S. Hebard, Marble register

Peter Pitkin, Stone Front

Whitmore, Carson 8 Co., Medina Ston”

John Siddons 8 Son, Plumbing
L Sherlock 8 Sloan, Gas 8 Stream

it BrYgser 568 vauls

W.G. Frutchey, Slating

M 8 E Huntington, Plate Glass

T
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6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

STATE

New York
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iPR 3 *

New York State Historic Trust Statewide Survey-

1967 State

Division of Historic Preservation, South Swan Street Building

bany New York

1

GPO 92T-724
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te- SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD (Check One or More aa Appropriate)
( I Pre-Columbion i CD 16th Century CD 18th Century | | 20th Century

1 | 15th Century C] 17th Century CX 19th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(S) f//idpp/fcaWe ancfJCnoxvn; 1860Q-70 1872 1874

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More ae Appropriate)

Abor jginol CD Education cD Political CD Urban Plonning
I | Prehistoric -~ Engineering CD Religion/Phi- 1 Other (Specify)
I | Historic CD Industry losophy
I 1 Agriculture | | Invention | 1 Science
jC1 Architecture CD Londscape | | Sculpture
Architecture
XD Art I | Sociol/Human*
Commerce CD Literature itarian & 0£a
CD Communications 1 Military CD Theater
CD Conservation 1 Music CD Transportation |
STATEMENT OF SIGN! FIC ANCE "CLj/

The Powers Building, architecturally innovative £or its
day due to its scale and metal structural system, has been the
keystone of Rochester’s downtown commercial area SThce its
construction in 1869-70.

Designed by Andrew Jackson Warner® a prominent upstate
New York architect, the Powers Building ranks with Buf££alo's
old City Hall (now the Erie County Hall, built 1872-5) as the
most important buildings of Wagner’s career. The Powers Buildihg
was acclaimed as the £irst £ire-proo£ structure in Rochester and
at the time, the only buildin west of New York CitP]/ eqélipEped
with elevators.l Cast iron £or the building was purchase rom
Daniel D. Badger’s renowned Architectural Iron Works in
New York City.

The building’s sophisticated engineering characteristics
and architectural embellishments are inextricably linked to its
history as they were dictated by the whims and aspirations of
its remarkable owner, ulaniel Powers (1826-1897). The multiple

mansard roof£s and tower raised twice in £our _Ye_ars reflect . v
Powers’ determination to own the tallest building In the city”™

Danibll Powers’ life history resembles that described in an
Horatio Alger novel. Born in Genesee, New York, he moved to )
Rochester 1n 1838 at the age of twelve. He worked £or and liveli
with Ebenezer Watts, a hardware dealer. In 1850, he opened the
Powers Banking O££ice in the Eagle Block, the same site where
his building was to go twenty years later.

Powers was a director of the Industrial School of Rochesteir
the Rochester City Hospital and building commissioner £or the
pgeﬁ_entl_(ﬁ‘,ity Hall. His bank and-io££ice building was the dream
0 iIs life.

Not only did Powers make a £ortune, but in his role as
patron of the arts he accumulated a signif£icant art collection
which was on display in ;his building £or twenty-two years.

C

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET
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8. SIGNIFICANCE

Today the building has continued to be used for offices with
some interior modernization. Despite the unsympathetic renovation
of the ground floor exterior the Powers Building remains one of
Rochester's most architecturally and historically significant
commercial blocks and of major importance to the downtown
streetscape.

"Henry F. Withey et. al., Biographical Dictionary of American

Architects (Deceased). Hennessey and Ingallis Inc

Los Angeles:
1970, pT634.

GP 0 921-724
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1. NAME

COMMON AND/OR HISTORIC NUMERIC CODE (ABBlgned by NPS)
The Powers Build-ing APR 8 «*

2. LOCATION

STATE COUNTY TOWN
New York Monroe PnrTS ¢
Northwest corner of WFit Main Street

3. MAP REFERENCE

SOURCE

DOT Rochester Quadrangle .

7.5 series Planimetric 1952 revised 1968

REQUIREMENTS: PRQPSR.TY BOUNDARIES. WHERE REQUIRED. AND NORTH ARROW

SIrs
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Additional Documentation: 2019






National Register of Historic Places
Memo to File

Correspondence

The Correspondence consists of communications from (and possibly to) the nominating authority, notes
from the staff of the National Register of Historic Places, and/or other material the National Register of
Historic Places received associated with the property.

Correspondence may also include information from other sources, drafts of the nomination, letters of
support or objection, memorandums, and ephemera which document the efforts to recognize the
property.






NEW YORK STATE mPARKS & RECREATION South Swan Street Building, South Mall, Albany, N.Y. 12223

Alexander Aldrich
Commissioner

November 20, 1972

Dr. William Murtagh

Keeper of the National Register

Room 3209

1100 L Street, N.W. 37
Washington, D.C.

Dear Dr. Murtagh;

As the State Liaison Officer, | am forwarding th
enclosed nomination to the National Register of Histor\pfe>,
Places:;

The Powers Building, Rochester, New York

The above nomination has been reviewed and approved
by the Governor's Advisory Committee on Historic Preser-
vation in accordance with the criteria outlined in Section
2.2 of the Grants Guide.

The staff of the State Board for Historic Preservation,
the officially designated Preservation Agency, would welcome
the opportunity to discuss this submission with your office.

Sincerely,

ALEXANDER ALDRICH






Advisory
Council On
Historic
Preservation

1522 K Street, NW
Washington, DC 20005

June 17, 1981

Ms. Suressa H. Forbes
Assistant City Manager
City of Rochester
City Hall

30 Church Street
Rochester, NY 14614

Dear Ms. Forbes:

On June 8, 1981, the Council received your determination that the rehabi-

litation of the Powers Building. Rochester, New York, would adversely
affect that National Register property. In accordance with Section

800.6(a) of the Coxincil's regulations (36 CFR Part 800), the Executive
Director does not object to your determination.

As provided in Section 800.9 of the Council's regulations, a copy of

your determination of no adverse effect, along with supporting documentation
and this concurrence, should be included in any assessment or statement
prepared for this undertaking in compliance with the National Environmental
Policy Act and should be kept in your records as evidence of your compliance
with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act and the
Coxmcil's regulations.

Thank you for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

JotdJb E. Tannenbaum. ‘
O&ty Eastern D?\%Slon of'

Project Review
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Advisory
Council On
Historic
Preservation

1522 K Street, NW
Washington, DC 20005

June 26, 1981

Ms. Suressa H. Forbes
Assistant City Manager
City of Rochester
City Hall

30 Church Street
Rochester, NY 14614

Dear Ms. Forbes;

On June 8, 1981, the Council received your determination that the rehabi-
litation of the Powers Building, Rochéster, New York, would not adversely

affect that National Register property. In accordance with Section
800.6(a) of the Cotincil’s regulations (36 CFR Part 800), the Executive
Director does not object to your determination.

As provided in Section 800.9 of the Covincil's regulations, a copy of

your determination of no adverse effect, along with supporting documentation
and this concurrence, should be included in any assessment or statement
prepared for this undertaking in compliance with the National Environmental
Policy Act and should be kept in your records as evidence of your compliance
with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act and the
Council’s regulations.

Thank you for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

JoiJdA E. Tannenbaum
ChiW, Eastern Division of 1881

Project Review
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