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7. DESCRIPTION

CONDITION

(Check One)

Q Excellent Good Q Fair □ Deteriorated 1 1 Ruins O Unexposed

(Check One) (Check One)
^ Altered 1 1 Unaltered 1 1 Moved Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (Uknown) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

- ’^^The massive nine-story Powers Building o^upies the major 
portion o£ a city block in downtown Rochesterl^ The building 
measures approximately 165' on West Main Street and 171' on State 
Street and is laid out around a large open stairwell in the cente

' On the exterior the ground floor has undergone Twentieth 
Century remodeling probably replacing cast iron store fronts.
The next four stories have two different treatments of stone 
facing. The seventeen-bay corner is a series of arched windows 
and vermiculated stone quoins. The remaining sixteen bays on the 
State Street (east) facade and ten bays on the West Main Street 
(south) facade are framed with flattened arches and slender cor.- 
inthian columns. The large expanses of glass relative to stone 
are a visual indication of the buildings metal structure. A 
bracketed cornice divides the first five stories from the three 
upper ones which are a series of "roofs." The first mansard roo 
is original to the building and the second and third were added 
in 1872 and 1874 respectively and were constructed of riveted 
steel plate. All three stories are faced with light rose colored 
sLingles in contrast to the gray stone of the lower stories. The 
windows of the first two mansard roofs have heavy window hoods 
unlike those on the final story which have simple stone moldings 
The three-tiered tower is off center on the West Main Street's* 
(south) facade.

The interior of the Powers Building reflects the same inven 
tive quality characteristic of the exterior. Most notable is thd 
interior court where the ornate cast iron stairway is located. 
Marble wainscoting is found throughout the public spaces, and th^ 
corridor floors are marble or tile. The doorframes on the first 
four floors are marble while those on the upper floors are wood.
A marble plaque commemorates the architect and craftsmen who 
worked in the building. It reads:

\ t'*-- •

Powers'
Commercial

Fire-Proof Buildings 
1869-1870

A.J. Warner § Co., Architects 
W.H. Gorsline, Mason 
J.C. Wagner, Carpenter 
Architectural Iron Works, New YorliH^ 
Heniy S. Hebard, Marble 
Peter Pitkin, Stone Front 
Whitmore, Carson 8 Co., Medina Ston^ 
John Siddons 8 Son, Plumbing 
Sherlock 8 Sloan, Gas 8 Stream 
A. Ernisse, Painting M. Briggs 4 Son, Iron Vaults ‘
W.G. Frutchey, Slating 
M 8 E Huntington, Plate Glass
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,; q~'The massive nine - story Powers Building o~ upies the major 
portion of a city block in downtown Rochester. The building 
measures approximately 165' on West Main Street and 171' on Stat 
Street and is laid out around a large open stairwell in the cent r. 

\ On the exterior the ground floor has undergone Twentieth 
Century remodeling probably replacing cast iron store fronts. 
The next four stories have two different treatments of stone 
facing. The seventeen"bay corner is a series of arched windows 
and vermiculated stone quoins. The remaining sixteen bays on th 
State Street (east) facade and ten bays on the West Main Street 
(south) facade are framed with flattened arches and slender cor~ 
inthian columns. The large expanses of glass relative to stone 
are a visual indication of the building~ metal structure. A 
bracketed cornice divides the first five stories from the three 
upper ones which are a series of "roofs." The first mansard roo 
is original to the building and the second and third were added 
in 1872 and 1874 respectively and were G6ristru~ted of riveted 
steel plate. All three stories are faced with light rose colore 
~hingles in contrast to the gray stone of the lower stories. Th 
windows of the first two mansard roofs have heavy window hoods 
unlike those on the final story which have simple stone moldings 
The three-tiered tower is off center on the West Main Street '
(south) facade. 

The interior of the Powers Building reflects the same inven 
tive quality characteristic of the exterior. · Most notable is th 
interior court where the ornate ~ast iron stairway is located. 
Marble wainscoting is found throughout the public spaces, and th 
corridor floors are marble or tile. The doorframes on the first 
four floors are marble while those on the upper floors are wood. 
A marble plaque . commemorates the architect and craftsmen who 
worked in the building. It reads: 
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Whitmore, Carson & Co., Medina 
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Abor jginol 
I I Prehistoric 
I 1 Historic 

I 1 Agriculture 
jC1 Architecture 
XD Art

Commerce

CD Communications 
CD Conservation

CD Education 
^ Engineering 
CD Industry 
I I Invention 
CD Londscape

Architecture 
CD Literature

□ Military

□ Music

CD Political 
CD Religion/Phi- 

losophy 
I 1 Science 
I I Sculpture 
I I Sociol/Human* 

itarian 
CD Theater 
CD Transportation l

CD Urban Plonning 
□ Other (Specify)
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STAT EMEN T O F SIGN! FIC ANC E ' C Lj /

The Powers Building, architecturally innovative £o^r its 
day due to its scale and metal structural system, has been the 
keystone o£ Rochester’s downtown commercial area SThce its 
construction in 1869-70.

Designed by Andrew Jackson Warner.^ a prominent upstate 
New York architect, the Powers Building ranks with Bu££alo's 
old City Hall (now the Erie County Hall, built 1872-5) as the 
most important buildings o£ Wagner’s career. The Powers Buildihg 
was acclaimed as the £irst £ire-proo£ structure in Rochester and 
at the time, the only building west o£ New York City equipped 
with elevators.1 Cast iron £or the building was purchased £rom 
Daniel D. Badger’s renowned Architectural Iron Works in 
New York City.

The building’s sophisticated engineering characteristics 
and architectural embellishments are inextricably linked to its 
history as they were dictated by the whims and aspirations o£ 
its remarkable owner, ulaniel Powers (1826-1897). The multiple 
mansard roo£s and tower raised twice in £our years re£lect v 
Powers’ determination to own the tallest building in the city^

Danibl1 Powers’ li£e history resembles that described in an 
Horatio Alger novel. Born in Genesee, New York, he moved to 
Rochester in 1838 at the age o£ twelve. He worked £or and live|i 
with Ebenezer Watts, a hardware dealer. In 1850, he opened the 
Powers Banking 0££ice in the Eagle Block, the same site where 
his building was to go twenty years later.

Powers was a director o£ the Industrial School o£ Rochesteir 
the Rochester City Hospital and building commissioner £or the 
present City Hall. His bank and-io££ice building was the dream 
o£ his li£e.

Not only did Powers make a £ortune, but in his role as 
patron o£ the arts he accumulated a signi£icant art collection 
which was on display in ;,his building £or twenty-two years.

C
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STATEMENT OF siGNIFI CANCE C:. fST£R "":j 
The Powers Building, architecturally inn~vative fo;/its 

day due to its scale and metal structural syst t~ h s; li'een the 
keystone of Rochester's downtown commercial area since its 
construction in 1869-70. 

Designed by Andrew Jackson WarneL a prominent upstate 
New York architect, t he Powers -Building ranks with Buffalo's 
old City Hall (now the Erie LCounty Hall, built 1872-5) as the 
most important buildings of Wagner's career. The Powers Buildi g 
was acclai.med as the first fire-proof structure in Rochester an , 
at the time, the only building _ west of New York City equipped 
with elevators.I Cast iron for the building was purchased from 
Daniel D. Badger's renowned Architectural Iron Works in 
New York City. 

The building's sophisticated engineering characteristics 
and architectural embellishments are inextricably linked to its 
history as they were dictated by the whims and aspirations of 
its remarkable owner, 'naniel Powers (1826-1897). The multiple 
mansard roofs and tower raised twice in four years reflect 
Powers' - determination to own the tallest building in the city. 

Banielli Powe~s ~ life history resembles that described 
Horatio Alger nove½. Born in Genesee, New York, he moved to 
Rochester in 1838 at the age of twelve. He worked for and live 
with Ebenezer Watts, a hardware dealer. In 1850, he opened the 

• Powers Banking Office in the Eagle Block, the same site where 
his building was to go twenty years later. 

Powers was a director of the Industrial School of Rocheste , 
the Rochester City Hospital and building commissioner for the 
present City Hall. His bank and ,1office building was the dream 
of his life. 

Not only did Powers make a fortune, but in his role as 
patron of the .arts he accumulated a significant art collection 
which was on displ~y in !his building for twenty-two years. 
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Sturges, W. Knight . The Origins of Cast Iron Architecture in 
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Withey, Henry I. et. al. Biographical Dictionary of American 
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Publ ic Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
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evaluated according to the cri te ria and procedures s et 

forth by the National Park Service. The recomme nded 
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I he reby ce rtify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 
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8. SIGNIFICANCE

Today the building has continued to be used for offices with 
some interior modernization. Despite the unsympathetic renovation 
of the ground floor exterior the Powers Building remains one of 
Rochester's most architecturally and historically significant 
commercial blocks and of major importance to the downtown 
streetscape.

^Henry F. Withey et. al., Biographical Dictionary of American
Los Angeles:Architects (Deceased). Hennessey and Ingallis Inc 

1970, pT634.
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Today the building has continued to be used for offices with 
some interior modernization. Despite the unsympathetic renovatio 
of the ground floor exterior the Powers Building remains one 0£ 
Rochester's most architecturally and historically significant 
commercial blocks and of major importance to the downtown 
streetscape. 

1Henry F. Withey et. al., Biographical Dictionary of America 
Architects (Deceased). Hennessey and Ingallis Inc., Los Angeles: 
1970, p.634. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Requested Action : Additional Documentation 

Property Name: Powers Building 

Multiple Name: 

State & County: NEW YORK, Monroe 

Date Received : 
8/9/2019 

Date of Pending List: Date of 16th Day: Date of 45th Day: Date of Weekly List: 
8/28/2019 9/12/2019 9/23/2019 

Reference number: AD73001204 

Nominator: 

Reason For Review: 

X Accept Return __ Reject 9/13/2019 Date 

Abstract/Summary Additional documentation to BC 100004417 
Comments: 

Recommendation/ 
Criteria 

Reviewer Alexis Abernathy 

Telephone (202)354-2236 

DOCUMENTATION: see attached comments : No 

Discipline Historian ------------

see attached SLR : No 

If a nomination is returned to the nomination authority, the nomination is no longer under consideration by the 
National Park Service. 
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Correspondence 
The Correspondence consists of communications from (and possibly to) the nominating authority, notes 
from the staff of the National Register of Historic Places, and/or other material the National Register of 
Historic Places received associated with the property. 
Correspondence may also include information from other sources, drafts of the nomination, letters of 
support or objection, memorandums, and ephemera which document the efforts to recognize the 
property. 
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NEW YORK STATE ■ PARKS & RECREATION South Swan Street Building, South Mall, Albany, N.Y. 12223

[i , .

Alexander Aldrich 
Commissioner

November 20, 1972

Dr. William Murtagh
Keeper o£ the National Register
Room 3209
1100 L Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. ■^37

enclosed nomination to the National Register of Histor\pfe>, 
Places;

Dear Dr. Murtagh;
As the State Liaison Officer, I am forwarding th

The Powers Building, Rochester, New York

The above nomination has been reviewed and approved 
by the Governor's Advisory Committee on Historic Preser
vation in accordance with the criteria outlined in Section 
2.2 of the Grants Guide.

The staff of the State Board for Historic Preservation, 
the officially designated Preservation Agency, would welcome 
the opportunity to discuss this submission with your office.

Sincerely,

1

ALEXANDER ALDRICH

r >
I ■ ' ■

• South Swan Street Building, South Mall, Albany, N. Y. 12223 

Alexander Aldrich 
Commissioner 

Dr. William Murtagh 
Keeper of the National 
Room 3209 
1100 L Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Dr. Murtagh: 

November 20, 1972 

Register 

As th_e State Liaison Officer, I am forwarding t 
enclosed nomination to th_e National Register of Hist 
Places: 

The Powers Building, Rochester, New York 

The above nomination h_as been reviewed and approved 
by the Governor's Advisory Committee on Historic 1'reser
vation in accordance with the criteria outlined. in Section 
2.2 of the Grants Guide. 

The staff of the State Board for Historic Preservation, 
the officially designated Preservation Agency, would welcome 
the opportunity to discuss this submission with your office. 

Si~~ 

. ALEXANDER ALDRICH 

l 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE NEW YORK 

Date Entered 

Name 
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APR 3 

Jumel Terrace. 1-Iiztor.fo D.hitri.ot 

75 Hurray Streat n-.1 ilding 

l ~ Powors iluilding 

Stockade F.istoric Dici:rict 

Cc-ntral re,.,, Ynrl:. 'I;;"lepho:-. & 

~rel·:· ·::;-c.,x,Ph :r.u.i.ldir!g 

Also Notified 

. :or1 . J:- ... ~~ I,. . ·UC' .1 .~~'t 

} 4.C;7'~ • J \,,.6~ :t i~:!_.J 

Le ...... J ... t..,: .. ~ ~. C::':J·:~= , Jr. 
1:ca. :.,.11u E'. ~: -:ury 
l!'Jn. l!.~.r .. ,.1r Cona:-::1~, J:r. 
Pan . Carl .Lo;1 J . Ki.1g 

Hop. James M. Hanley 

Location 

F.'llicottville 
Ce.ttarat1guG County 

P,.;.r.t ' 1'! ".T"': (>l1 

Suffolk County 

Ne York 

~iew ¥ork 
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Ms . Ann Webster Smith , DOT 
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Advisory 

Council On 

Historic 

Preservation
1522 K Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20005

June 17, 1981

Ms. Suressa H. Forbes 
Assistant City Manager 
City of Rochester 
City Hall 
30 Church Street 
Rochester, NY 14614

Dear Ms. Forbes:

On June 8, 1981, the Council received your determination that the rehabi
litation of the Powers Building. Rochester, New York, would adversely 
affect that National Register property. In accordance with Section 
800.6(a) of the Coxincil's regulations (36 CFR Part 800), the Executive 
Director does not object to your determination.

As provided in Section 800.9 of the Council's regulations, a copy of 
your determination of no adverse effect, along with supporting documentation 
and this concurrence, should be included in any assessment or statement 
prepared for this undertaking in compliance with the National Environmental 
Policy Act and should be kept in your records as evidence of your compliance 
with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act and the 
Coxmcil's regulations.

Thank you for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

JotdJb E. Tannenbaum . .
ity Eastern Division of' 

Project Review

Advisory 
Council On 
Historic 
Preservation 

1522 K Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20005 

June 17, 1981 

Ms. Suressa H. Forbes 
Assistant City Manager 
City of Rochester 
City Hall 
30 Church Street 
Rochester, NY 14614 

Dear Ms. Forbes: 

N 

On June 8, 1981, the Council received your determination that the rehabi
litation of the Powers Building. Rochester, New York, would adversely 
affect that National Register property. In accordance with Section 
800.6(a) of the Council's regulations (36 CFR Part 800), the Executive 
Director does not object to your determination. 

As provided in Section 800.9 of the Council's regulations, a copy of 
your determination of no adverse effect, along with supporting documentation 
and this concurrence, should be included in any assessment or statement 
prepared for this undertaking in compliance with the National Environmental 
Policy Act and should be kept in your records as evidence of your compliance 
with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act and the 
Council's regulations. 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

Sincerely, 

~P.~~ 
Jo d E. Tannenbaum 
Chi f, Eastern Division of 

Project Review 
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Advisory 

Council On 

Historic 

Preservation
1522 K Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20005

June 26, 1981

Ms. Suressa H. Forbes 
Assistant City Manager 
City of Rochester 
City Hall 
30 Church Street 
Rochester, NY 14614

Dear Ms. Forbes;

On June 8, 1981, the Council received your determination that the rehabi
litation of the Powers Building, Rochester, New York, would not adversely 
affect that National Register property. In accordance with Section 
800.6(a) of the Cotincil’s regulations (36 CFR Part 800), the Executive 
Director does not object to your determination.

As provided in Section 800.9 of the Covincil's regulations, a copy of 
your determination of no adverse effect, along with supporting documentation 
and this concurrence, should be included in any assessment or statement 
prepared for this undertaking in compliance with the National Environmental 
Policy Act and should be kept in your records as evidence of your compliance 
with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act and the 
Council’s regulations.

Thank you for your cooperation.
Sincerely,

JoiJdA E. Tannenbaum 
ChiW, Eastern Division of 

Project Review
1881
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Advisory 
Council On 
Historic 
Preservation 

1522 K Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20005 

June 26, 1981 

Ms. Suressa H. Forbes 
Assistant City Manager 
City of Rochester 
City Hall · 
30 Church Street 
Rochester, NY 14614 

Dear Ms. Forbes: 

On June 8, 1981, the Council received your determination that the rehabi
litation of the_!pwers__»uiiding, Rochester, New_ York, would not adversely 
affect that National Register property. In accordance with Section 
800.6(a) of the Council's regulations (36 CFR Part 800), the Executive 
Director does not object to your determination. 

As provided in Section 800.9 of the Council's regulations, a copy of 
your determination of no adverse effect, along with supporting documentation 
and this concurrence, should be included in any assessment or statement 
prepared for this undertaking in compliance with the National Environmental 
Policy Act and should be kept in your records as evidence of your compliance 
with Section· 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act and the 
Council's regulations. 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

Sincerely, 

E. Tannenbaum 
, Eastern Division of 

Project Review 
s 
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