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Fish Flake Hill rises steeply from the edge of Beverly Harbor. The most pro-
minent street inthe district is Front Street which extends along the side of the hill
from Bartlett Street on the east to Cabot Street on the west. Daivis and South Sfereets
enter Front Street on its northern side.

The 24 structures bordering Front Street are seclose together on small lots
and all are within ten feet of the two-lane street. Occasional vacant lots are green
with weeks or are hard topped for parking. The land behind the buildings on the
south side of Front Street drops steeply; that on the north rises gently.

Most of the buildings on Front Street are dwellings; currently, three are vacant,
one is an antiques shop, and three are garages. Front Street contains the most
important and typical examples of the architecture of Fish Flake Hill. Twelve of
these buildings, all typical of Colonial and Federal periods, have been documented
by chiiBev”irly Historical Commission to 18th century construction dates; one
belongs to the raid 19th century. The Commission dates another building, now
altered, to 1641. The remaining buildings were constructed in mid to late 19th
century and inthe American vernacular.

All the buildings on Front Street are constructed of wood and range from 1 1/2
to 3 stories in height. Most [lave pitched roofs although 4 are gambrel and 2 are
hipped. A majority of the buildings have been altered in some way. Most have had
additions, whichinclude ells, wings, porches and dormer windows. A few have had
entrances added or changes in roofs or in chimney size.

Three houseton Front Street, two colonial and one Federal style, are architect-
urally significant. At the northwest corner of Davis and Front Streets isa 2 1/2
story cottage, with style and proportion characteristic of the 1764 construction
date assigned to it by the Beverly Historical Commission. It has a wide gambrel
roof and a large chimney, placed slightly off center. The front facade of they 5
bay house is covered with modern siding, but narrow clapboards remain on the
gable ends. The entrances is unfortunately a very modern colonial. This elaborate
and oversized feature and a narrow row of widely spaced dentils under the eaves
are the only decorative elements on the building.

Next door is a 2-story, hipped roof house built in the late Colonial Period and
presently being restored. The most distinctive feature of the 5-bay house are the
plain pedimented center entrance which surrounds a slightly recessed door with
transom lights and the row of widely spaced dentils under the eaves.

The third noteworthy building, at 48 Front Street, is a 3-story Federal residency
with a hipped roof and two interior chim”r|ys. Althoughit is covered with asbestos
siding, the orginal proportions and architectural features remain. The windows
on both the 5-bay front and 3-bay side facades are graduated in size. Narrow
cornices extend across the tops of those on the first tv/o floors, echoing the deeper
cornice which surmounts the entablature of the pilastered entrance. Two one-story
wings attached to the rear of the side facades were used as a chaisehouse, smoke
house and wood house. According to the Beverly Historical Commission, the inter-
ior of the house contains much orginal material, includingthe wainscoting and
panellings, some mantels and delft tiles surrounding the fireplace.

The area is in deteriorated condition. Most of the buildings have been convert-
ed to tenement or commercial use. Five of the houses on Front SJr*et have been
or are being restored and a couple of later buildings have been moderately kept up.
The Beverly Historical 1 *svelopment Foundation, Inc. is currently attempting to
preserve three vacant buildings: the Captain Thomas Bridges House, a 2 1/2 story
gambrel roof residence built in 1789, Captain High Hill's Family House, a2 1/2
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story gambrel with rear leanto, built i n1783.; and t he 17”~1 Captain Livermore

Whittredge House, a 3 story pitched roof house t owhich another story was
added i n 1850.
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The Fish Flake Hill Didtrict is the eighteenth century fishing center of Beverly,
Massachusetts. The area derives its name from the "flakes' or drying tables of
the fish drying yards which were found here until the late 19th century. Thovigh
the district was settled in 1636, its major developmentdid not begin until 17,0 when
several sea captains brought quarter-acre  wharves and built hoja'3s on the hill
overlooking the harbor. The Fish Flake Hill District and Front Sreet, its most
prominent street, dill contains the homes of fishermen, sea captains, and Revolu-
tionary War privateers. 4

Because of its wharves, Fish Flake Hill was the focus of Beverly's busi“tjess
section. From Front Street, one could see blacksmith's shops which did metal
work for ships, coopers' shops makingbarrels totransport fish, water and rum,
at least two ships' chandleries, drying houses for salt fish, shipwrights' offices
and ships' stores where owners and captains could outift their ships or sell off
goods from the last voyage. In 1810, Captain High Hill's chandlery was converted
into one of the first soap and candle factories inthe United States.

Fish Flake Hill became the center of Beverly's Revolutionaig' War activity, tin
the orders of George Washington, the Hannah was outfitted at Oneral John Glover's
wharf and sailed on September 5, 1775, to become the first ship in Washington's
New England Fleet. Nearby was the property of Captain William Bapflett, who
became M'Washington's first naval agent in October, 1775. Bartlett's'wharf was
the headquarters for the distrib ition or sale of ships and goods captured by
Beverly's many privateers/ private captains inthe service of the Colonial Navy.

In the course of the RevoJition, these men brought some six hundred ships
into the wharves at BeveHy.

Note: This statement of significance was prepared by t heBeverly
Hi storical Conm ssion.
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The attached i slsliite House bulk mail and/or Secretary
mai | that conmes under your area of jurisdiction. W&
have nade a |ist of theattached with a, suspense date for the

reply on or before JUM « A

Your office i sresponsible forthefinal typing and signature

of the attached.

Pl ease send us a copy of each reply with inconinp afteri t

has been sipned.
lra Uiitlock, LS Jy » 5 |ff7

NOE Pl ease acknow edge receipt of Secretary and President
etters whenyou. respond.

Secretary's cc was sent toyou on 6/4/75
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The President , Vv
The O fice of the President

Washington, D C _——
M. President, " .ot *

: After careful consideration we have decided the proper re-
storation of our historic district outweighs personal feelings
and reservations on our part. W would like tobring to your
attention the Fish Flake Hill HistoricDistrict of Beverly, "J& "™
Massachusetts. e, TSN M A

At the present time this district i singrave danger of

>"y.y

being rehabilitatedi na nost destructive manner, even though
we have appealled toall theHistoric Preservation agencies we
have access to. This small district i spositively deserving
of better treatnent than i t i sreceiving. Beverly, M. was
settled inl626. This district isthesite of itsearly 17th
century seaport. | tistheport fromwhich thefirst conms-
sioned continental Navy gunboat was outfitted and sailed. The
/Ney:history of its seacaptains and patriots i slong, heroic, and
colorful. Itsallwell recorded nationally, aswell as on the
state and local levels. W arerestoring the Captain High Hill
house i nthis district. Captain Hill isofficially credited

wth the capture of 55 British ships, sone otf thecoast of

../\-:/\_y



England "nuch to the consternation of H's Mjesty, The King of
England". ( As stated on the captainS tonb.)

M wife and | find ourselves strugglingpractically alone
in our efforts toward proper restoration of what is probably the
the nost significant unrestored revol utionary seaport in the
United States. In light of General VMshington's conmm ssion of
the first Navy ship and other historic events, it would seem
that this historic district is of nore national inportance than
has been heretofor considered.

. Recently a historic house was denolished, another i s under
threat of denolition or inproper restoration, another is being
gutted of itspaneling to neet |ead paint requirements. Also
an auto body shop has received a variance to expand its building
in the small historic district this city has allowed.

> Legal expense and threats of |egal actions against us now
anount to several hundred thousand dollars. W are totally un-
able to stand against these things nuch |onger. Qur cause nust
be taken up by soneone nore able to cope with this situation.
Your aid inbringing this to the attention of the Departnant of
the Interior and the National Trust for Historic Preservation
woul d be greatly appreciated. Qur efforts to do so have failed

locally, as well as on the State and Federal |evels.

Sincerely Yours, 'l A

n LI R ] ] 1 lll/\l poy

o | Geor ge D Adans v

CCJ Janes Bi ddl e, Na t| onal Trust For Histaric Preservation
ccl Pmotnen % % e Interior, Park Service
cCl t Massachusetts, Secretary Paul Quzzi
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Advisory
Council On
Historic
Preservation

152 K Street. NW
Washington. DC 20005

March 3, 1981

M. WIilliam R Adans

Regi onal Admi ni strator

US Environmental Protection Agency
J.F.K Federal Building

Bost on, MA 02203

Dear M. Adans:

The Council has reviewed your draft environmental inpact statement for
relief interceptor sewers in Danvers andBeverly, Massachusetts, circu-
lated for comment pursuant t oSection 102(2)(C) of the National Environ-
mental Policy Act. V& note that oneof tw reconmmended alternatives
will affect the 18th century”Fish Flake Hill Historic District, a
property includedinthe National Register of Historic Places. V& also
note that anassessment of archeol ogical inpacts caused by other alternatives
has not been completed. Circulation of adraft environmental inpact
statement does not fulfill your responsibilities under Section 106 of
the National Historic PreservationAct of 1966 (16 US C Sec. 470f, as
anmended, 90 Stat. 1320).

Prior to the approval of the expenditure of any Federal funds or prior

to the granting of anlicense, permt, or other approval for an undertaking.
Federal agencies nust afford the Council an opportunity to comment on

the effect of the undertaking onproperties included inoreligible for
inclusion i nthe National Register of Historic Places i n accordance with
the Council's regulations, "Protection of Historic andCultural Properties
(36 R Part 800). Until these requirements are met, the Council considers
the draft environmental statement incomplete initstreatment of historical,
archeol ogical, architectural, andcultural resources. Youshould obtain
the Council's substantive comrents through the process outlined in36

R Sec. 800.9. These comments should then be incorporatedintoany
subsequent docunents prepared to meet requirements under the National
Environmental Policy Act. M. Joseph Hough nmay be contacted at FTS 254-
3495 for further assistance.

ely,

Jgrdan E Tannenbaum
Chi ef, Eastern Division
of Project Review






FISH FLAKE HILL (FRONT STREET) HIS
TORIC DISTRICT: CAPTAIN HUGH HILL
HOUSE (25-73-00044-00). Beverly, Essex Co.
Private (individual) ownership. Three-story
frame structure from the Federd period, 1780.
Restoration, including remova of 19th and 20th
century entrances, replacement of clapboards
on main blocks and wings, and stabilization of
stone. $5,000.00.



