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SUMMARY

The Edgar L. Ferran House was built in 1910 as the home of Edgar L. Ferran, a merchant and civic
leader in Eustis, Florida. Constructed in the Italian Renaissance Revival style in the American
Foursquare typology, the Edgar L. Ferran House is a locally-significant architectural site. A two-story
concrete masonry house featuring a large, elaborate wrap-around porch on its northern facade with
decorative columns, quoining on its corners, as well as a second-story balustrade and dormer, the
building clearly communicates its Italian Renaissance Revival style. The house’s interior is divided into
four main rooms on both floors, with a large additional space on the south which consists of a kitchen on
the first floor and a sun room on the second floor.

SETTING

The Edgar L. Ferran House is located just east of the city of Eustis’ historic downtown on East Orange
Avenue, one of the main thoroughfares of the area. Eustis is situated in northern Lake County, and is a
city which had a population of 18,558 in the 2010 Census. The city is built on the eastern shore of Lake
Eustis, and the Edgar L. Ferran House is located a quarter of a mile east of the shore. The house marks
the northwestern end of a residential district within the city, and the surrounding houses are primarily
large, some of which are historic. The Edgar L. Ferran House retains integrity of setting, as development
has not significantly impacted its surroundings and it retains its original proximity to the commercial
downtown district.

NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION
Exterior

The Edgar L. Ferran House is built in the Italian Renaissance Revival style, with most of its elaborate
decorative features concentrated along its front elevation, the northern fagcade. The house is made of
concrete blocks with the appearance of stone, with quoining on each corner. It has a hipped composition
shingle roof, with a central dormer on three of its elevations. The majority of the house’s windows are
single-hung and each are topped by a thin lintel. The house’s front porch wraps around from the
northern facade to the eastern and western sides of the building. There is an additional porch at the
building’s southeast corner.

The northern fagade of the house (Photo 1) is the elevation most designed to be seen and admired by the
public. It is symmetrical with its most characteristic feature being the wide wrap-around porch. It has a
central arched entryway accessed by a five-step staircase and topped by a balustrade. The central
archway’s piers are made of the same concrete as the rest of the house while the arch and balustrade are
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made of wood. The roof of the porch slopes away from the base of the second floor’s window level. The
roof of the building projects outward over the porch roof, with decorative brackets supporting the eaves.
The porch itself has five bays, the center one being the previously-mentioned arched entryway. Two
bays extend outward from each side of the entryway, each characterized by a concrete piers and a
decorative masonry block railing topped by two wood columns. The main doorway to the house has a
surround with five small windows, three on the top and one on each side. On the first floor, there are two
evenly-spaced windows on each side of the doorway and one small square window near the eastern
corner of the facade. The second floor has three evenly-spaced windows. The dormer on this fagcade has
three tall windows.

The eastern facade of the Edgar L. Ferran House (Photo 2) continues the design of the northern facade.
Its wrap-around porch, which continues halfway down this side of the building, contains two bays
matching those on the front of the house, with the decorative masonry railing and columns being
retained as well. Part of the southern bay’s railing has been removed to make way for a small staircase
providing another means of access into the building. The porch ends with a doorway leading into the
house’s first floor sun room, the wall of which is flush with the porch wall. The western fagcade of the
building contains the house’s concrete chimney, which is located at the northern end of the elevation.
This facade has two windows on the first floor, a small one at the southeast corner of the porch, and a
pair of large windows looking into the sun room. The second floor has two windows, one for each of the
bedrooms on that side of the building. There is also a dormer emerging from the roof, centered on the
facade.

The southern facade of the Edgar L. Ferran House (Photo 3) contains the least decorative elements of
any of the facades, being the elevation least visible from the public view. This part of the house includes
the elements which interrupt the square shape containing the majority of the house’s spaces. The facade
originally had two rear porches, one at the western end and one at the eastern end, but the western one
has since been enclosed to add a utility room onto the house. The utility room retains the shape of the
original porch down to the roofline, but necessitated the construction of a wooden wall as part of the
enclosure. The utility room is accessed by a small staircase leading to a wooden door. The utility room
enclosure also added a small window just to the west of the entry door. The porch on the eastern side of
this facade retains its original form and is accessed by a small staircase. The central section of the
southern facade contains the kitchen on the first floor and a sun room on the second floor, and has a
single window on the first floor, a wide array of four fixed windows within a pentagonal shape on the
second floor. An identical shape and window configuration is placed on the western and eastern walls of
the second story sun room, and above the western and eastern utility room and porch are single windows
for each of the bedrooms which adjoin the southern wall of the building.
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The eastern facade of the Edgar L. Ferran House (Photo 4) mirrors the western fagade, with one key
distinction. While the overall appearances of the two facades are nearly identical, with the same style of
wrap-around porch, roofline dormer, and second-story windows, this side of the house does not have a
room mirroring the sun room on the western facade of the house. Instead of the porch (Photo 5)
terminating at an entry point into the house, it ends with a small staircase, matching that of the utility
room on the western side of the southern facade. The staircase is overhung by an arched entryway, and
this side of the house has a doorway leading into the house’s foyer located at the southern end of the
wrap-around porch.

Interior

The interior of the Edgar L. Ferran House (Figures 1 and 2) follows the American Foursquare typology,
with the majority of the house’s interior rooms organized in a central cubical two-story block with
approximately four rooms per floor. The first floor of the home is used for public-facing rooms, and the
second floor is predominantly bedrooms. The doorways and windows in the house have classically-
inspired surrounds.

The first floor of the Edgar L. Ferran House predominantly has wooden floors and has six entrances
across the various facades of the house. Its main entrance, centered on the northern side of the building
and accessed through the front porch, leads into the foyer (Photo 6), which primarily serves as an
entryway into the house’s other spaces. This room contains a staircase leading to the second floor, which
is located directly to the east of the entrance. The staircase’s banister is classically inspired, with its
posts having a column-like appearance. Under the stairway along the eastern wall of the room is a
doorway which leads out to the porch on the east facade. The foyer has doorways leading into two
rooms, a living room to the west and a dining room to the south. While the foyer is entered at the center
of the house’s width, the room serves as the northeastern corner of the building, with the wall between
the foyer and living room located immediately to the west of the entrance door. A small chandelier
hangs over the center of the foyer. The room has three windows, two on the northern wall and one on the
eastern wall at the northern corner, along the staircase’s ascent.

The living room of the Edgar L. Ferran House (Photo 7) comprises the northwestern corner of the
building’s central square section. A sliding pair of pocket doors separates the foyer and the living room.
The room extends further south into the building than the foyer does. The living room has a wooden
floor. The northern section of the western wall of the room contains a historic brick fireplace with a
classical dentiled mantel. The room has two windows, one centrally-located on the northern wall and
one just to the south of the fireplace on the western wall. A doorway leads into the sun room at the
house’s western side.
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The dining room (Photo 8) is a small room with wooden floors and a centrally-located chandelier. It
comprises the southeastern corner of the building’s first floor. The walls of the room are decorated with
plaster and wood panel wainscoting, topped with shelving. A doorway at the southeastern corner of the
room leads outward to the rear porch. The dining room has two windows along its eastern wall. A
doorway in the southwestern corner of the room leads west into the pantry, a small narrow room with
three exits. A northern door leads into a small hallway with a servant’s staircase to the second floor, a
bathroom, and a doorway leading into the house’s first floor sun room. The pantry also has two doors on
its southern side, a western one leading to a utility room, and an eastern one leading into a kitchen.

The kitchen (Photo 9) has a wooden floor and a single window on each of its southern and eastern walls.
An exit door at the southeastern corner of the room leads out to the rear porch. A western doorway leads
into the utility room.

The second floor of the Edgar L. Ferran House primarily consists of bedrooms (Photo 10) accessible
form a central hallway (Photo 11). The floors are made of wood. Two staircases lead upward to the
second floor, and emerge from the east and south into the central hallway. A western staircase leads up
into the attic. A sun room is located at the center of the southern section of the building, directly above
the kitchen. Each bedroom on this floor has two windows, one on each of the exterior walls adjoining
each room.

ALTERATIONS

The Edgar L. Ferran House has had few alterations since it was constructed (Figures 3, 4, and 5 show
the original appearance), with its American Foursquare typology being overall amenable to modern
living. The one significant alteration to the building was the enclosure of a porch at the southwest corner
of the property, a section of the house not easily viewed from the street. The porch was incorporated into
the house’s interior as a utility room, marking the necessary alterations with the development of
domestic technology. The windows on the second floor of the southern elevation originally combined to
form a pentagonal shape, but the fenestration was enclosed to allow for the inclusion of rectangular
windows. The original pentagon is still visible, however, even if the windows do not conform to it as
they originally did. The kitchen has also been remodeled at some point, but retains its original shape.

INTEGRITY

The Edgar L. Ferran House retains integrity for listing on the National Register of Historic Places. It has
maintained its integrity of location and setting, having not been moved, and with its surroundings in a
residential area just east of Eustis’ historic downtown having overall kept their historic character. The
house has overall maintained its integrity of design, materials, and workmanship, with the majority of its
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original decorative features having been kept. The most impactful alterations to the property, the
enclosure of a back porch at the southwest corner of the building as an interior utility space, does not
significantly impact the building’s integrity, and represents a necessary accommodation for use of the
historic building in the modern era. The house maintains its integrity of feeling and association, with the
building having kept its historic appearance overall, easily recognizable from the surviving historic
photographs.
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SUMMARY

The Edgar L. Ferran House is significant at the local level under Criterion C in the area of Architecture.
Built in 1910 as the home of Edgar L. Ferran (1846-1923), a business and civic leader in the City of
Eustis, Florida, the house is a notable Italian Renaissance Revival style residence of the American
Foursquare type. The house was built toward the end of Ferran’s life, and represents the high station he
had achieved within the community. Its front wraparound porch with an arched entryway, classical
detailing, and symmetrical design demonstrate an embrace of the Italian Renaissance Revival style, with
its interior organization being a model Foursquare residence. The period of significance for the Edgar L.
Ferran House is 1910, the year in which the building was constructed.

HISTORIC CONTEXT

History of Eustis, Florida

Eustis is located in northern Lake County, just over 25 miles northwest of Orlando in the center of the
Florida peninsula. The city is built on the shores of Lake Eustis, with both the lake and city named after
General Abraham Eustis, who was an American military leader during the Second Seminole War.
Florida became a United States territory in 1821, but the forced migration of the Seminoles southward in
the wake of the First Seminole War did not mark the end of conflict between the United States and the
native tribe. The Second Seminole War, which lasted from 1835-1842, flared up when a number of
prominent Seminole chiefs refused to acquiesce to government demands they move west of the
Mississippi River. The Seminoles had been granted a reservation in Central Florida, and the demands to
abandon that reservation and leave the territory of Florida were too much to bear. General Eustis led a
column of troops through Central Florida, notably the area containing the city and lake which would one
day bear his name. The United States won the Second Seminole War, agreeing to peace on the terms that
the Seminoles move their settlements further southward.* Central Florida was thus more tightly
incorporated into the Florida territory, and Florida became a state on March 3, 1845.

Within a few decades, the American settlement of Central Florida had begun in earnest. The 1860 Land
Settlement Act had made it legal for much of Florida to be settled by interested and motivated people.
The vast swathes of land made available by this law created an opportunity for enterprising land agents
to capitalize on others’ ambitions. John A. MacDonald, a Jacksonville resident, aggressively advertised
land in Central Florida to residents of the northern United States. MacDonald was very successful at
presenting the land which would one day comprise Eustis to interested buyers, emphasizing the climate

! Diana J. Godwin and Murray D. Laurie, Survey of Architectural and Historic Resources, City of Eustis Downtown Historic
District, 2002, 11.
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and cheap land to Northerners who would be accustomed to the cold. In 1875, he began selling large
plots of land to homesteaders, who began to form the basis of a community.?

One of the early settlers was A. S. Pendry, a leader in the mold of many Central Florida town founders,
who built a hotel that would greater spur the growth of Eustis’ population. The hotel, named the
Ocklawaha Hotel after the nearby major river, served as a focal point for tourism to the city. Eustis was
initially named Pendryville after the hotel owner, whose initial land purchase contained present-day
Eustis’ city center, but its name changed multiple times before the city’s incorporation in 1883 with the
name finally ending up as a reference to the lake upon which the growing city was built.® The arrival of
the railroad in that year directly encouraged incorporation, providing the means for trade to commence
and be facilitated from the small community, which was from the outset and would continue to be
dependent upon the two industries of tourism and citrus.*

As a community focused around resource extraction and tourism, the business class of Eustis was
pivotal to its early development. The city was centered around its Atlantic Coast Line Railroad depot,
which was located downtown at today’s junction of Magnolia Avenue and Bay Street.® While the depot
has since been lost, the commercial buildings which once surrounded it make up the heart of the Eustis
Commercial Historic District (NR Listed 2005, FMSF #LA2940). The Edgar L. Ferran House is located
three blocks away from the site where the city’s railroad depot once stood.

Edgar L. Ferran, the first owner of the Edgar L. Ferran House, was a guiding figure in the early
development of Eustis, having arrived in the city in 1883. The son of an English immigrant, Ferran was
born in Indiana in 1846. Having lost his mother and all seven of his siblings at a young age, Ferran at
age 16 began working at a general store in Acton, Indiana. He quickly rose to a managerial position, and
in 1871 married Lucy Mariah Avery. By 1883, the couple had had four children, and Ferran was still
working in the general store. Lucy had chronic bronchitis, and was told that she was putting her life at
risk by staying in Indiana’s cold climate. In this time period, Florida was a popular location for
unhealthy northerners to visit, much as Henry Flagler had done earlier in the decade with his ailing wife.
Drawn by a promotional brochure for the new city of Eustis, Ferran visited, and was immediately
interested in living there due to its beauty, and for the commercial potential in the new community. In
Eustis, he would have the opportunity to start his own store, using his decades of experience in a
managerial capacity.®

2 Ruth Downs Akright and Betty Slaven McClellan, Eustis, (Images of America, Arcadia Publishing, 2011), 7.

3 Ruth Downs Akright and Betty Slaven McClellan, Eustis, (Images of America, Arcadia Publishing, 2011), 8.

4 Brenda J. Elliott, Architectural and Historical Resources of Eustis, Florida Multiple Property Listing (not published, 1994),
Section E. Page 8.

> “Preserving Eustis History,” Eustis.org, http://www.eustis.org/residents/history/index.php, Accessed June 4, 2019.

& Betsy McGarity Holloway, “Reintroducing Edgar L. Ferran, Ferran Park’s Namesake, to Eustis, FL,” June, 2008.
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Ferran’s visit led him to move his family to Eustis almost immediately, and he started a dry goods and
clothing store in the city’s downtown. His wife’s health improved in Florida’s warmer climate. A decade
later in 1893, his store was successful enough to support a move and expansion to a building directly
across the street from the Atlantic Coast Line Railroad depot. The Edgar L. Ferran House was built in
19009, less than three blocks away from his store. Before Ferran’s death in 1923, he had assumed a very
important role in Eustis society and was active in civic and religious life. Ferran was an elder of the
city’s First Presbyterian Church, and served multiple terms on the City Council and as City Treasurer.
He was active in the city’s Board of Trade and Chamber of Commerce. Ferran promoted and sponsored
the development of buildings and roads, including the city’s public library. In 1918, a park along the
eastern shore of Lake Eustis, one block west of Ferran’s store, was established. Named after Ferran, the
park was listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1994 (FMSF# LA978).’

The Edgar L. Ferran House, built in 1909, reflects Ferran’s status in the last decades of his life as a
community leader, with its size, design, and proximity to the downtown commercial district reflecting
Ferran’s place in the community.

ARCHITECTURAL CONTEXT

The Edgar L. Ferran House is architecturally significant for its style and form. As a locally significant
example of the Italian Renaissance Revival style, the house was designed to be a grand and impressive
building owned by a community leader. Its interior form as an American Foursquare residence reflects

an efficient and period-appropriate use of internal space.

Italian Renaissance Revival Architectural Style

The Italian Renaissance Revival style, like most revival styles, seeks to emulate and encapsulate the
distinctive features and iconic elements of a region or period. Italian Renaissance Revival architecture
attempts to convey a sense of Italian architecture, embracing elements from the Renaissance period and
also the ancient world. The Italian Renaissance Revival style was most popular from the late nineteenth
century through the 1920s. Unlike the earlier Italianate style, which had embraced a mythologized
version of Italian architectural identity, Italian Renaissance Revival architecture attempted to hew closer
to the actual built forms in Italy, aided by greater access to photographs as well as scholarship on the
subject.®

7 “Lake County Biographies — Edgar L. Ferran,” Franmuse.com, http://franmuse.com/lake/Ichio/lcbiogf.html, Accessed June
4,2019.

8 “Italian Renaissance Revival Style 1890-1930,” Phmc.state.pa.us,
http://www.phmc.state.pa.us/portal/communities/architecture/styles/italian-renaissance.html, Accessed June 5, 2019.
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Common features of Italian Renaissance Revival buildings include masonry construction with frequent
use of classical details, most notably columns. Buildings will often visually distinguish the lower and
upper floors, with first floors often featuring arched elements, either fronting doorways and porches or
above windows. Italian Renaissance Revival buildings are usually impressive in scale, with grand,
symmetrical facades. Buildings will usually have low-pitched hipped roofs. Overall, Italian Renaissance
Revival buildings will convey a sense of grandeur through an Italian-influenced classical design.®

American Foursquare Type

The American Foursquare is an organizational pattern common in houses from the 1890s through the
1930s. American Foursquare houses are usually square with two stories. The fenestration of Foursquare
buildings is regular, with clearly-defined bays. The front facades of Foursquare buildings typically
feature a central dormer window. A Foursquare will have each of its floors divided into four spaces,
with the first floor containing communal spaces and the second floor containing bedrooms. Foursquare
houses usually are light on architectural detailing, apart from a distinctive front porch. The Foursquare
form is not intrinsically associated with any particular architectural style, and a wide variety of exteriors
can contain Foursquare layouts.°

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE

The Edgar L. Ferran House is locally significant under Criterion C in the area of Architecture as an
example of Italian Renaissance Revival Architecture with an American Foursquare form. Built as the
home of one of the City of Eustis’ civic leaders, a man with means and status, the house was meant to be
architecturally distinctive and impressive. Its arched-entrance wrap-around front porch, featuring
compartmentalized flattened-arch bays separated by classical columns and masonry supports, as well as
a second-level balustrade along the front fagade give the masonry building an Italian Renaissance feel.
The quoined masonry gives the house a weighty impression. The house’s American Foursquare interior
layout (Figures 1 and 2) has been maintained since the building’s construction, with its overall square
shape and division of rooms and spaces being maintained. It retains the characteristic central front
dormer of the type, as well. The building has experienced very minor alterations, with a porch in the
southwest corner of the building having been enclosed to add a utility room onto the house. Overall, the
building maintains its ability to demonstrate its design and form, and to express the intentions of its
architect. The house is located on a very significant corner, at the very edge of the historic downtown
commercial area. Its Italian Renaissance Revival style and spacious, organized layout, served as an entry

9 “Italian Renaissance Revival Style 1890-1930,” Phmc.state.pa.us,
http://www.phmc.state.pa.us/portal/communities/architecture/styles/italian-renaissance.html, Accessed June 5, 2019.
10 Bill Kibbel, “The American Foursquare,” Oldhouseweb.com, http://www.oldhouseweb.com/blog/the-american-
foursquare/, Accessed June 5, 2019.
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feature for the residential area to the east of the historic district. Located on a popular local thoroughfare,
the Edgar L. Ferran House has stood for over a century as a stately and impressive home, owned by
members of the Ferran family from its date of construction through the 1980s.
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Verbal Boundary Description

The boundary encompasses the entire lot where the house is located, as described by the Lake County
Property Appraiser: EUSTISW 7 FT OF LOT 4, LOTS 5, 6, 7,8, N52 FT OF LOTS 9,

10, 11,12, E22 FT OF S80 FT OF LOT 12 BLK 63PB 1 PG 79

ORB 5163 PG 1621.

Boundary Justification

All of the historic resources associated with the Edgar L. Ferran House are contained within the above
boundaries.
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Additional Documentation (Figures, plans, historic photos)
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Figure 1: Main floor plan of the Edgar L. Ferran House. Source: Robert and Catherine Jones
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Figure 2: Second floor plan of the Edgar L. Ferran House. Source: Robert and Catherine Jones
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Figure 3: 1910s photograph of the Edgar L. Ferran House’s northern front facade. Source:

Florida Memory

Figure 4: 1910s photograph of the Edgar L. Ferran House’s southern rear facade. Source:

Florida Memory
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Figure 5: Edgar and Lucy Ferran on the front porch of the Edgar L. Ferran House in the 1910s.

Source: Florida Memory
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Submit clear and descriptive photographs. The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels
(minimum), 3000x2000 preferred, at 300 ppi (pixels per inch) or larger. Key all photographs to the
sketch map. Each photograph must be numbered in the order they are referenced in the manuscript, and
that number must correspond to the photograph number on the photo log.

Property Name:  E. L. Ferran House
City or Vicinity:  Eustis

Photographer:

Lake State: FL

Robert and Catherine Jones

Date Photographed:  April 2019

Description of photograph(s) and number, including description of view indicating direction of
camera:
1.

© oo NG wWD

Northern Facade, Facing South
Western Fagade, Facing Southeast
Southern Facade, Facing North
Eastern Fagade, Facing Northwest
Wrap-Around Porch, Facing North
Foyer, Facing East

Living Room, Facing West

Dining Room, Facing South
Kitchen, Facing South

10. Second Floor Hallway, Facing West
11. Bedroom, Facing West
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Multiple Name:

State & County:  FLORIDA, Lake

Date Received: Date of Pending List:  Date of 16th Day: Date of 45th Day: Date of Weekly List:
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Reference number: SG100004518

Nominator: SHPO

Reason For Review:

X ___Accept Return Reject 10/16/2019 __ Date

Abstract/Summary |A really good example of its type/period. Constructed of molded concrete block (three
Comments: different forms were utilized), the form of the house is the common "four square" wit ha
thipped roof, hipped dormers and a 4 over 4 floor plan. The detailing borrows from the .
‘Renaissance Revival - the broad porch, classical columns, palladian windows - well adapted
o the Florida climate.
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