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1. Name of Property
historic name catboat "Witrh "
other names/site number "Gypsy" CrowninshidH Design #149, " r w"

2. Location

street & number IS T ydia Island Road not for publication
city or town Wareham . vidinity
state M assachnsetts . code MA county Plymouth code 023 zip code 07.1\

.State/Ferieral Anenr.v Certifir.ation

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this B'nomination
« request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
0"meets » does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

y nationally Bstatewide H'locally. (e See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Brona Simon, State Historic Preservation Officer Date
Massachusetts Historical Commission

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property « meets »« does not meet the National Register criteria. (* See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification

I, hera™y certify that this property is: Signature of the Keeper Date of Action
>"entered inthe National Register A .
* See continuation sheet. A < (y)S

« determined eligible for the
National Register
« See continuation sheet.
« determined not eligible for the
National Register
« removed from the
National Register
« other (explain):
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Name of Property

5. Cla.c;.«iifiration
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
X private _ building(s)
_ public-local _ district
_ public-State _ site
_ public-Federal JL structure
_ Object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

RFrRF ATTON TT TT .TT TRF.- r.iitHr>nr rer.reatinn

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

rathnat

Narrative Description

Plymnnth, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing

.building
sites

, Structures
objects

Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed

in the National Register
N/A

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

RF.rRF.ATTON ~ rTTT.TTTRF.- oiitHnnr rer.rpatinn

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)
foundation

walls

roof

other WnnH (ceHar, mahogany, nak), hrnnze,

copper, steel, Dacrnn

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

brass,
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7.NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

The Witch, awooden catboat now named Gypsy, is one of four identical sailing vessalsbuilt in 1900 to the same
design by nationally known nava architect Bowdoin Bradlee (B. B.) Crowninshield. Designed for recreationd
sailing and racing, the Witch, as originally congtructed, had the following dimensions.

Length overdl: 22 ft. 4in.

Length water line: 14 ft. 2in.

Draft: 1ft.6in.

Beam: 7 ft. 9in.

Forward overhang: 3ft. 9 in. w )
Areasdls 311 & ‘e

The origina contract, congtruction plans, specifications and performance calculationsfor Crowninshield Desgn #
149 are hdd & the Pesbody Essax Museum in Sdem, MA, and provide awesalth of detail describing the vessdls
characterigtics. The boat was built on CgpeCod a the A.C. Howland Co. boatyard in Monument Beach, Boume,
MA, inthe winter of 1900-01. The following description is informed by a study of the Witch and its plans and
specifications performed by Maynard Bray, a noted marine engineer, historian and author.

The Crowninshield # 149 is characterized by a"skimming dish" profile common to boatsbuilt between 1880 ad
1905 under the influenceof the Seawanheka Rule. Seawanheka, a "'length-and-sail-ared’ rule favoring a short
waterline, long over-hangs, a large sail areg, and a scow-like hull shgpe, was employed to confer aracing
advantage” Common to most catboats, the Witch hes a centerboard rather than a fixed ballast ked; intemd balast
in the form of leed was used to increase stability under sail. A baanced rudder shown on the origina drawings is
not in evidence. A sketch of the deck plan with the present deck hardwareis included (sse Appendix I).

The Witch hes the graceful lines of an Edwardian design with a gpoon bow, low freeboard, and long overhangs
rising out of the water foreand aft. The hull is built of white cedar planks on a Seam-bent frame of white osk.
The shear drakes (topmogt planking on the sdesof the hull) were replaced with cypress, and feature carved cove
and scroll work. The hull is fastened with copper rivets, the mog durable of al boat fasteners. The wedge-shaped
deadwood below the ked is hard pine (longleaf yellow ping). The boat's backbone assembly and floor timbers

(continued)

' The Seawanhaka Rule, named after the Seawanhaka Corinthian Yacht Club in New York tried to balance a
boat's sail area with its length at the waterline, the two basic featuresthat control the speed of a sailboat.
Commonly used between 1890 and 1905, the Seawanhaka Rule was replaced by the Universal Rule in 1905.
Thus, the Seawanhaka Rule had some modest influence in the design of Crowninshield #149.
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are of white oak, chosen for its strength, ability to hold fastenings, and durability. Somee was used for the bilge
dringers and deck beams (not including the four major beamsof oak). Diagond drgpsof ged were employed to
keep the deck from wracking under the twisting forceof the rig. Hackmatack (balsam poplar), harvested in right
angles of "tenson wood," was usad for the boat knees. The origina white pine deck was later replaced with
marine plywood covered with canveas. The seetsand bulkheaed are mahogany.

Clear osk, deamed to the required ova shepe, was originally usad for the coaming, which rims the cockpit.
Rounded aft coaming, rarely ssen today, was common insailing boatsin the late 19¢ and early 20* centuries. The
0ak coaming was later replaced with mahogany and was raised %" ebove the original for comfort.

The med is Sitka goruce and when the boom wias replaced, the original boom was usad for the topmest of the
owner'sflagpole. The gainless ged daysinclude abowsprit gday, aforestay, three sayseach onthe port and
darboard Sdesof the mag, ajumper day (at the top of the mast) and aback gay. The Saysdaefrom the
ingtalation of the present magt in 1960. Some have been replaced due to wear and damage

The Witch, when catboet-rigged, featured atypical catboat deck plan. Currently, athree-foot bowsprit extends
from the extreme bow. A chak islocated on ether Sde of the bow. Aft the bow isahatch, and between the hatch
and the cockpit isthe magt assambly. Themedt restsin abronze tabernacle behind abrassjib traveler. A plate
holdsfast each of the three days on the port and sarboard sde decks. Aft the Sde days are Genoatracks and
pairsofjib deats Jud aft the reer coaming isamainsail traveler. The Witch's dem features aventilator opening,
arear day tang, adeck clegt, and aflagpoleholder. Originaly, white pineweas used for the flat transom; because
pine does not hold fasteners well, the specifications called for "suitable cleats," or boundary pieces screwed to the
transom'’s face.

On the bagsof his investigation of the Witch and his own boat-building experience, engineer and marine higtorian
Maynard Bray dateswith certainty that the boat was condructed in a manner typical of high-quality vessdsof her
dze and type. Framing, planking, smoothing, caulking, and painting took place while the boat was supported
upside down; the boat wastumed over for the interior and deck work. Alternatively, the boat may have bean built
using amethod employed a the nearby Crosby Yard a Ogterville in which the backbone and frames were
ingaled in the upright position, and the boat was then tipped from one sde to the other while the planks were
fitted and hung. Crowninshield's unusualy detailed specifications and ingtructions provided guidancefor
Crowninshield #149's boat shop on particulars such as how to terminate the forward lower frame ends, and how
to use arosin-and-oil mixture to prevent water collection in bilge crevices. Three coatsof paint or vamish were
specified ingde and out, and the bottom was to be painted in green copper paint.

(continued)
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As designed, the Witch was a gaff-rigged catboat with an optiona bowsprit andjib. A catboat, or cat-rigged
sdlboat, isasailing vesd characterized by asingle mas carried well forward, awide beam, and traditionally gaff
rigging. Although the Witch was converted to an aerodynamicaly efficient Marconi doop sometime between
1939 and 1945, the original mag sep for acat rig was in place in the hull until the boat was renovated in 1976-77.
Rare brass sail tracks were usad, and the boat featured a unique centerboard-raisng device and sail dides onthe
megt and boom. While sail dides were to become common later in the century, mogt boats of the period laced
their sdlsto their booms and atached the sail |uff to magt hoops

Alterations mede to the Witch dnce 1949, when the boat was acquired by its present owner Marjorie O'Brien, are
well documented. Professional boat builder David Peterson, reporting on the vessal's condition in 2004, noted
that changesprior to 1949 included replacement of anumber of planks. In 1960, enhancing the advantage of the
earlier conversion to the Marconi rig (ca. 1939- 45), ataler mag made by Pigeon Spar Company weas indaled to
provide a higher agpect sail; the old goar now srvesas a flagpole.  The centerboard and centerboard tmnk
were replaced in 1969. Extensve strengthening was undertaken during the winter of 1976-77 to enable the Witch
to continue negotiating the choppy waters of Buzzards Bay. Seet risers were replaced with heavier hogging
timbers, floor timberswere added near the present meag Sgp and under the aft deck, and sgter ribs were added to
the hull. A double-planked transom was subgtituted for the original, which was moved to the boathouse for
gdorage. Using recycled mahogany from the old seets where possible, the coaming was rebuilt and a foredeck
hatch added. The s=ets were replaced with new mahogany and anew tesk and mahogany, cockpitfl oorwas
ingaled. A new plywood deck was ingtalled, along with cockpit beams A three-foot bowsprit, half the length of
the optiona one shown on Crowninshield's plans, was atached to allow for alight-wind Genoa. More recent
changesinclude anew centerboard winch in 1989 and atwo laminated sigter ribs in 1994.

Despite these modifications, the Witch retains approximatdy 30-40% of its original materia, including the ked,
deadwood, clamp, bilge stringer, rudder, many floor timbers and ribs, and the bronze deck fittings. According to
Peterson, itisin fair condition structurally and good condition cosmeticaly. When not being sailed, the Witchis
dored in ashed on the property of owner Marjorie O'Brien on Lydia Idand in Wareham, Massachusdits It hes
bemn sdled in Buzzards Bay every summer but two from June 1949 through 2007.

During the sailing ssason (usualy early June to early November), the Witch, now known as Gypsy, isdocked & a
private dock on the west shore of Lydia Idand a 35 Lydia Idand Road in Wareham. In the off-season, it isstored
in a concrete and shingled boathouse (1978) on the west Sde of Lydia Idand not far from the dock. The dock is
built of ged beamssat on concrete caissons Thefl oats,wakway, and gangway have awood deck. The
boathouse is congtructed of a poured concrete base, concrete block and partial wood shingle sheething and an
agphdt shingleroof The boathouseis VA gories with aloft to gore the mast, boom and other nautica
memorabiliaBuilt specifically to housethe Witch (Gypsy), itis40 ft by 20ft. Frank O'Brien, brother of the
current owner, designed both the dock and the boathouse. Neither isapart of the present nomination

(end)
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Name of Property
8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

X A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

x_C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D acemetery.

E areconstructed building, object, or structure.
F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

Plymouth, MA
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Recreation/entertainment
Social history

Architecture

Period of Significance
1901-1958

Significant Dates

ca. 1939- 45 Marc.nni main  jih arrangement

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

Cultural Affiliation

Architect/Builder
Rnwdnin Rradlee (R.R ) Crowninshield

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

JL. State Historic Preservation Office
_ Other State agency
_ Federal agency
_ Local government
_ University
_ Other
Name of repository:
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8. SIGNIFICANCE

The catboat Witch, a unique vessd that epitomizesthe gport of recreationa yachting & the tum of the century, is
eligible for listing in the National Regigter of Historic Flaces under criteria A and C, with significance & the local,
dateand national levels. The period of significance for the Witch extendsfrom 1901 to 1958, which alowsfor the
typical 50-year cut off. The boat is significant under Criterion A for its association with the socid history of
recregtiona sailing and racing in Massachusattsand the nation; its design and construction were strongly
influenced by the boating trend gpawned by the growth of summer communities on Cgpe Cod, Massachusdtts

The Witch is strongly associated with the history of American sailing through the innovative yacht design legecy
of nava architect B. B. Crowninshield (of the family well-known for its eminencein the Sdem-based China Sa
trade), and the shipbuilding and marine merchant heritage of the Witch's first owners, the Howes family.

The Witch is significant under Criterion C for its distinctive catboat desgn characterigtics and its exemplification
of the one-design mode popularized a the end of the 19th century. Its physical characterigicsae representative of
the catboat type and method of construction, and demondratethe work of a mager boat designer. Its unique
features reflect adgptation to the racing rules of the timeand B.B. Crowninshield's reputation for designing
handsome, innovative, race-worthy boats. The converson from a gaff rig to aMarconi rig (ca 1939-45) reflects
an adoption of the latest sailing technology for racing yachts that had gpopeared in intemational sailing competition
(the Americas Cup) in 1930. Thisqualified the Witch to compete again on a par with the latest recreationd racing
boats. The Witch is dso significant under Criterion C for its association with a distinguished nava architect from
a powerful and influential family tied to the China Sa trade. The Witch may represent the oldest surviving B. B.
Crowninshield boat design, and is one of the very oldest actively sailed yachts of any design in the United States
For over a century, the boat hes served its origina purpose, providing family recreetiond sailing. The Witch
retainsintegrity of design, setting, materias, workmanship, feeling, and association.

Commission for the Witch

The Witch's design was commissioned in 1900 by CharlesHenry Davis, awedthy engineer and visonary
trangportation advocate who founded the National Highways Association. Davis and three of his summer
neighbors on Bass River, in Y armouth, Massachusetts, took delivery of the only four boats to be congtructed from
the one-dass design drafted by nava architect B. B. Crowninshield. Davis was owner of the first catboat, Hun,

and Osborne Howesl |, a grandson of the founder of Howesand Crowell Shipping Company, received the Witch
(known today as Gypsy). Two affluent Howes in-laws, the Donald and Henry families, owned the Merwin and
Hossie G,, respectively. Notably, the four Crowninshield # 149s dated from the same year that Crowninshield's
innovative Independence was built to defend the Americas Cup.

A single contract (Design #149 in the Crowninshield Papers archived at the Phillips Library, Peabody Essex
Museum, Salem, MA), served for all four vessels. The January 1901, agreement stated that the boat owner was to
pay the boat builder, A.C. Howland & Co. of Monument Beach, the sum of $375.00 for construction of aboat, per
the Crowninshield plans and specifications. While it isdifficult to state unequivocally which of the four boats
made to Design #149 isthe one named the Witch, the chain of ownership and other historical evidence make a
convincing claimthat the boat owned by Marjorie O'Brien was previously known asthe Witch.

(continued)



NPS Form 1 10-900-a > ' , OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet catboat " 7/Y1"

Wareham (Plymouth), M A
Section number 8 Page 2

Bowdoin Bradlee Crowninshield. Naval Architect

Nava architect Bowdoin Bradlee Crowninshield (1867-1948) was a member of the Sdem family dynasty that
ganed wedalth and prominence in the 19* century as shipbuilders and merchants in the Eagt Chinatrade. Two
vessdsowned by B. B.'s great uncle George Crowninshield, J., are consdered to be the first recorded yachts in
America— the doop Jefferson built in 1801, and the legendary hermaphrodite brig that replaced the Jefferson in
1816, Cleopatras Barge. Son of Benjamin Crowninshield and born in New Y ork City, B. B. Crowninshield
moved with hisfamily to Marblehead and grew up racing smad craft on Massachusetts Bay with hisbrother,
Francis. Hewas educated a Massachusatts Indtitute of Technology and a Harvard and served in World War| as
an ambulance driver. After initial ventures in real edatein Montana and then Boston, he sarted his marinedesign
career in 1896 as adraftsman with John R. Purdon of Marblehead. Crowninshield |eft the firm the following year
and edablished hisown practice with a partner, John Tandy. For the balance of his career, Crowninshield was
involved in avariety of marine-reated activities, including design, constmction, brokerage, insurance, and
personnd and property managemen. '

A prolific, innovative, and versatile designer, Crowninshield is best known for two vessds — the sevenrmagted
schooner Thomas W. Lawson, the only seven-magter ever built and the largest sailing vessd (385 feet) inthe
world when it was launched in 1902, and the 1901 America's Cup contender Independence. There are conflicting
dories on the fate of the Independence. Crowninshield'sNew York Times obituary in 1948 reported that the owner
of the Independence, financierThomas W. Lawson, refused to comply with the entry rules for the race and was
denied permission to compete; it was said that he later had the yacht destroyed. Another source dated that the
vessd, dthough highly innovative, had numerous faults and suffered a series of mishaps that prevented it from
winning the role of Cup Defender.

Crowninshidd desgned vesdsof al types and dzes, including commercidl, fishing, and racing schoonerswith a
remarkable range of from two to seven mags Among these, the cargo schooners Hedter (1917) and Luther Little
were built a the Crowninshield shipyard in Somerset, MA. They were familiar sghts along the Wiscassst, ME,
waterfront for 50 years. Other notable boats of his desgn included the Grand Banks fishing schooners Tartar and
Stranger. Severd modds of Crowninshield's Gloucester "Grand Bankers' are on display a the Smithsonian
Institution.

Crowninshield's One-Design Boats

Crowninshiddd moved eedily back and forth between the design of very large vessdsand amaller craft. Concurrent
with hiswork on larger vessdlswas a series of designsfor smdler racing boats that indulged Crowninshield's
own racing passon and bumished his reputation for designing competitive racers. In the late 19¢ century,
Crowninshiedld embraced the "one-design” boat trend that had svept the New Y ork and Boston yacht clubs. The
Rudder megazine reported in 1890 that the concept of building anumber of boats of f the same plan reaulted in
more democratic racing, where "it isthe best man whowins' rather than the "one man, having outbuilt the fleet

(continued)
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by having the longest pocketbook, [who] is dways sureto win." The dandardized gpproach was cogt effective,
requiring only asingle designer, asingle builder, and asingle mold. One-design racersalowed agroup of friends,
auch as Charles Henry Davis and his neighbors, to come together and agree upon atype of boat, its particulars,
price, and ddlivery schedule.

B. B. Crowninshield crested numerous one-designsin addition to the Witch's Design # 149. Hishighly original
knockabout (asmall doop with amainsail, jib, and kedl, but no bowsprit). Mongoose, gained notoriety by racing
itsway to the dass championship in 1898. The following year, the racegbout (a small doop with the ked of a
knockabout but with finer lines and more sail) Pirate was described by The Rudder magezine as the mogt
accomplished design of itstype. In 1908, Crowninshield desgned #318, later known as the Dark Harbor 17 V2 for
the Manchester Yacht Club. Theinitial batch of 12 boasbuilt off Design #318 in 1909 increesed to a Dark
Harbor dassfleetof 100 by the 1930s In contrast, only four boats were built to the Camden knockabout one-
design of 1914. Indulging his own racing habit, and cognizant of the vaue of publicity, Crowninshield continued
to race the boatsof his creation long after his reputation was firmly established.

A.C. Howland Company/R. Bigelow Company Boatyard

The Witch and its three companion boats were built a the A.C. Howland Co. boatyard of Monument Beach,
Boume, MA, in the winter of 1900 - 01 during, or just prior to, transfer of the yard's ownership to Reuben
Bigelow. Bigelow, afourth-generation boat builder from Nova Scotia, purchased the boatyard sometime in 1901
after afire damaged the facility. Before Bigelow purchased the yard, he had worked for Howland and hed in all
probability bought into the business Building on the equity of the regpected Howland name, the yard continued to
be known as the A.C. Howland Co. boatyard for atime after the transition.

Reuben Bigelow's great-grandson, Michadl Bigelow, speculated in 2005 that the growing popularity of
recregtiona small-craft yachting among affluent summer resdents on the Bay attracted Reuben to Monument
Beach. The damand for plessure craft, and catboatsin particular, was sufficient a the tum of the century to
support five boat builders & Monument Beach, including A.C. Howland, CC. Hanley, W.W. Phinney, and
Frederick Dunn. Catboats were Reuben Bigelow's specidty, athough his yard produced top-quality dass boats,
doops, and work boats. One of the most famous was the 60-foot schooner Nina, aracing yacht built in 1928 that
won the Quean of Spain's Cup, the British Fastnet Race, and a 625-mile race from Newport to Bermuda

The design of the popular and enduring Wenaumet "Kitten" catboat is attributed by differing sources to ether
Reuben Bigelow or his son, Cecil. The R. Bigelow Boatyard tumed out 86 of the one-design racers, which in a
1995 newdetter of the Boume Historical Society were reported to be "still very much afavoritefor thedass
racing a local yacht clubs as well as being idedlly suited for pure pleesure in the usud southwest breeze of
Buzzards Bay." In 2002, Berkshire Wooden Boats was licensed to produce traditional Wenaumet Kittens onthe
Bigelow form.

(continued)
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Busness a the Bigelow yard continued to grow after Reuben's degth in 1933, and the operation wasled
successvey by his son Cecil, grandson Myron, and great-grandson Michaegl. The shop was moved to Phinney's
Point in 1954 after suffering virtual destruction by Hurricane Carol; mogt of its businessrecords, photogrgphs,

and modds were logt in the hurricane's 15-foot tidal surge The boatyard moved again in 1963 to MacArthur
Boulevard, where it operated until 2004. According to the yard's lagt owner, Michael Bigelow, the advent of
fiberglass in the 1950s substantially reduced the demand for wooden boats Of the five boat buildersa Monument
Beech inl900, only the Bigelow yard existed in 2004. By the mid-1990s, most of the boatyard's work wes in
hauling and repair, although boatswere still built on request. Ironically, the Witch was sored & the R. Bigelow

Co. yard from about 1969 until 1975 by owner Marjorie O'Brien, who a the time had no idea of the connection
between the yard and the catboat's early years. :

Recregtiond Sailing in New England

When Oshorne Howes |1 acquired the Witch in 1901, hisfamily and neighbors were participants in a nationwide
phenomenon - enthudasts engaging in one of many activities newly possible for aburgeoning dassof Americans
for whom leisure time had become aredlity. For mog of the 19 century, middle-class Americans worked six
daysawesk and kept astrict Sabbath. Recregtiond activities required time, acommodity that was not available
until industrialization and the end of the Civil War cregted anew work/play paradigm. According to historian
Llewellyn Howland, the last decedesof the 19* century witnessed scoresof "socidl, athletic, cultural, and
educationd organizations coming into being throughout the United Statesin regponseto the ambitions and
demands of anewly empowered middle- and upper middle-class”

Numerous sailing dubs were established in this period, including the Eastem Y acht Club, formed on Bogton's
North Shore in 1870 by dissdents from the venerable New Y ork Y acht Club. Eagtem Club racing rules required
boats of 30 or more feet in length, leaving smaller craft out of the field. The Beverly Y acht Club was founded in
1872 by an Eagdem Club member expresdy to provide avenue for smaler racers. Beverly had members from
both the North and South Shores and popularized smdl-boat baysde sailing. 1t ran itsfirst unionracein 1879 in
Buzzards Bay off Monument Beech, where breezes were rdiable and catboats were dready popular.

In 1885, agroup led by C.H. Foster and Benjamin Crowninshield (father to B. B. Crowninshield) organized the
Corinthian Yacht Club in Marblehead for boats between 16 and 30 feet & the waterline. Like predecessor
Corinthian dubsin other parts of the country, the club's objectiveswere to advance the design of amdl boats and
to promote racing by amateurswho sailed without a paid crew. The name" Corinthian” meansafan of amateur
goorts, especidly ayachtaman, and may refer to the sailing tradition of ancient Corinth. Within a short time of its
founding the club had hosted many important small boat races, and had contributed significantly to the dramatic
rise of amateur small boat racing on the East Coad. During the early 1900s the club introduced Marbleheed Rece
Week, afull week of racing that drew sailors from around the country and endures today .

(continued)
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When affordable internal combustion engines became available to small craft owners a the tum of the century,
yachting completed itstransformation from a sport of the elite to one accessible to Americansof more modest
means Historian Howland noted that Thomas Heming Day, founding editor of The Rudder magazine, hdped
popularize the sport with aseriesof how-to articles and inspiring narratives of cmises made by amateur sailors in
commeand of their own boats The sudden proliferation of affordable one-design boatsa the tum of century wasa
natura corollary to the Corinthian phenomenon.

The enjoyment and influences of recreationa small-boat sailing and racing were relatively fluid aong the Eag
Coad. This phenomenon went hand in hand with the advent of summer colonies, summer hotd's, and summer
vacations that lasted the entire season. City dwellers who could afford it relocated to the shore for the summer.
Escaping the heat, unsanitary conditions, and exposure to diseeses prevadent in the summer, families would
remain a the shore while the men commuted on the weskends, often by boat. While relatively homogeneous with
respect to socia dass (and income), these Eagt Coagt summer colonies and resorts did encourage the
intermingling of peoplewith similar interests from other dates and cities. The yacht clubs on Cgpe Cod by and
large consged of summer transplants. Thus, designers, boat owners, and competitorswere familiar with one
another's work and accomplishments.

During the 1880s and 1890s catboat racingflourished,especidly around Cape Cod and New Y ork. Prior to this
time, the catboat was familiar as aworking boat ussd by local fishermen. Itsability to navigete the shalow waters
of the Cape and to handle the choppy waters of Buzzards Bay meant it waswell adgpted to the local conditions.
Asareallt, it proliferated on Cgpe Cod as arecreationa boat as well. Its stability and simplicity so medethe
catboat popular from the Eadt to the West Coad. The Witch, Hun, Merwin, and Flossie G. exemplified the era
when the smdller recregtiona catboat was popular. They eech entered races a the Wianno Y acht Club intheir

first severd years competing againgt each other informally as well as a other venues. The ad hoc Bass River

Y acht Club daged regular Saturday catboat races beginning in the mid-1890s. The Bass River dassgrew from
three or four boats to alargef| eetthat hed to be handicapped due to the differences in length and the number of
sdls The proximity of the severd Monument Beach boat buildersto the Beverly Y acht Club on Wing's Neck and
many other summer sailing clubs on the Cgpe were thought to further popularizethe catboat.

According to the history of the BassRiver Yacht Club, "There was Seedy racing with severd dassesuntil 1910.
Charles H. Davisin this period had such famous boats as the beautiful doops ‘Atilla, 'Hun/' Hun P,
'Kentenia... " (all of which were designed by B. B. Crowninshield). Asin the case of the other one-design boats
gaining popularity with racers, the Crowninshield #149 reduced the variables, thus making sailboat racing atest
of skill. Inter-club sailing brought the competition of smal-boat racing to the next gep. The yacht clubs and
informal races offered the opportunity to sail againg alarger field of competitors. Charles H. Davis, it gppears,
was keen on competing as he won arace he skippered aboard Hun a the Riverside Y acht Club on Long Idand
Sound on July 7, 1907. Despite all of the interest, as well as organizationa, socia, and recregtiond ingtitutions
emerging to support this new pagime of the middle dass, there were undersandable declines in recrestiond
sailing and racing during the two World Wars as well as during the Great Depression. These periods 0 saw
fewer new commissons for yacht designers, however, interest still grew between these periods.

(continued)
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Outgrowths of the enthusasm for Corinthian sailing were summer sailing camps, which populated the Cgpein the
first half of the 20th century. I n Chatham, there was Avalon Sailing Camp. Orleans claimed 14 camps between
1905 & 1988, including Namequoit (opened 1925), Oweaissa (opened 1909; later renamed Camp Tonset), Viking
(opened 1929), Plessant Bay (opened 193 8), Sedore and Seameaid (both opened in the 1930s). Some of these
dosad by the end of World War 11, but others survived until the late 20* century. Cgpe Cod Saa Camps (founded
1922) are still operating in Brewgter. A large summer sailing camp on Mashnee Idand (cdlosed by 1941) used a
ramp aongdde the Bigelow Boat Y ard to come ashore, implying alikely connection between the two. In addition
to teaching sailing, the camps promoted competitive sailing among the camps, correating to similar junior sailing
programs & the yacht clubs.

The Witch's Career with the Howes

Osborne Howesl| | (1877-1934), who in 1900 partnered with two Howes family in-laws and Charles H. Davis to
acquire one of the four Sgter catboats built to Crowninshield's Design #149, was the grandson of Osbome Howes
|. Oshome Howes | (1806-1893) was aseacaptain, shipping merchant, and ship owner who acquired consderable
wedlth in the era of the China Sea trade. Howes co-founded the Howes & Crowell shipping company in Boson
with his brother-in-law, Isaiah Crowell. The firm was known for its collection offineclipper ships ad its
innovative ship sail dedgns.

Osbom Howes (1846-1907) was alawyer, merchant, editor of the Boston Heral d newspaper, and Jgpanee
Consul. Hisson, Osbhorne Howes 1, was astockbroker and possble owner of a sset on the Boston Stock
Exchange. Howes acquired the Witch soon after his graduation from Harvard in 1901. Married to Mildred Cox a
age 32 in 1909, he was father to two adopted daughters. In 1912 Howes purchasad the new 90-foot
houssboat/yacht Santanta, which was saled by his family in New England weters in the summer and Floridaiin
the winter. The Santantaiis active today as an excursor/dinner cmise vessd on the Panama Candl.

The Howes family lived in Brookline, Massachusetts and owned a summer home, dubbed "The Witch House" in
Y armouth, on Cgpe Cod. Seventeen-year-old Gretchen Howes (b. 1884), one of Odbome Howes IPs three
sblings, kept adiary during the summers of 1901 and 1902 that isrich with text and photographic references to
the Witch. An exuberant account of summer life on the Cape, the diary (dlso named "The Witch Housg") recorded
the comings and goings of relatives and friends and described their activities, including swimming contests,
pianola evenings, tennis matches, "rough houses” and sailboat racing.

(continued)
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The Witch and her frequent interfamily races figured prominently in the summer activities of Gretchen, her
sblings, ad cousins 1n 1901, the Witch'sfirst sailing seeson, diarist Gretchen writes of the hgpless boat's
misfortunes and rare wins:

Sunday, e 30*: Took out the Witch - and aoddent No. 1 ocourred - her centerboard escgpad through the
battom - Howsey [Ohome Howes 1] came ad rescuad it i

Monday, July 1: Accident No. I1: We broke the Witch's boom! - and were towed up river by Dolly]
Wedhesthy, duly 3. The Witch isrebdlagted, and sails better - which isagreat 9uooess in oite of
thunderdhowers

Thursday, duly 4: The Dondds win the race, with Gordon, Mdcom and Halowel Gardiner as crew.
Acddet No. Il - the Witch, with Ken a the hdm, Howsey tending shest, and Gretdhen gragping the

centarboard rope, aomes in lagt. Each of the arew hes his (or her) explanation of how it al hgppened, ad
nesdess to sy, eechiswhally differentfromthe others

Friday, July 5: The Witch sails mighty well, and holds her own with the Hun.

r Saurday, July 13*: The Dondds win the race egain: we care in about aminute behind.
Sunday, July 14: A good wet race in the morning, in which we took our usud place:
Thursday, duly 18¢: The Witch hes a private rece with the Meawin, and bedts her.

SHurday, July 20: After setting the pece for the aother boets in the raoe, we content oursdlves with the third
place

Tuesdly, Aug. 6: Johmy Picket brings the Witch in legt in the "professond race™ The Merwin is dissbled,
but the Hun comes infirst. We dl follow in the launch.

Studay, Aug. 17*: Greet open rece a Wiano - boats dl care B.RB. & 6 odock ad rece to the Wianmo
pier. The Hun wins, and the Witch comes ssoond. We follow later inthe Amedee Therece isvay pretty -
even though the Witch did come inlag inbher dass

Although mogt of the Witch's races during the summersof 1901 and 1902 were informal contestswith the three
other catboats, the Merwin, Hun, and Flossie, severd diary entries and other references mention their participation
in larger racesa Wianno and Osterville. Frequent scheduled open races a Wianno and Hyannisport were run by
the unofficial BassRiver Yacht Club, aracing center that was organized in 1896 but operated without a formal
charter until 1931.

(continued)
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The Wianno Yacht Club's dubhouse and dock were inplace a leest by 1903, as documented by a podcar from
that year. Wianno purchased The Cotochesst House (a hotel) in 1916 to provide lodgings for its members Today
it serves as the dlubhouse. The former Osterville (formerly known as Oysterville) Yacht Club building, movedin
1931 to its present location in West Bay, is aso ssan inaWianno postcard, in the year of the move, the Osterville
Y acht Club mambers becoming members of the Wianno Y acht Club.

The Howes family kept the Witch until about 1926, when it was sold to Ted Frothingham, owner of the "Ship
Shore' marina on BassRiver. He sold it ayeer later to Edward Barus, a Howes relative and an employee of the
Croshy Yacht yardsin Osterville. The Witch sailed on Lewis Bay and was reportedly heavily dameged inthe
1938 hurricane; itis likely that its conversion to aMarconi doop rig occurred while orm repairs were being
meade. Adoption of the Marconi rig, with ataler, triangular sail, continued to makethe Witch competitive.
Beached for severd years, she was eventualy sold to an unidentified Boston owner around 1940-41. Presumably
the Bogton owner was the John P. Foley who sold the Witch, then named the Wren, to the O'Briens in 1949 ad
reported that the boat had come from Cape Cod about 10 years earlier.

Marconi Rig

The Witch's change to aMarconi rig ca 193945 corresponded to the latest in sailing technology, which held that
the Marconi rig (30 named for its nead for multiple stays, which reminded someof Gugliedlmo Marconi's radio
towers) was the optimal design as compared to the gaff rig for cdlose-haul sailing (sailing upwind). Early adoption
of the Marconi rig for racing included the Herreshoff S-Classboats. Desgned by Nathanid G. Herreshoff in
1919, they were introduced in 1920 and quickly became afavorite. Talk of converting existing racing yachts from
gaff rig to aMarconi rig gopeared a the same time. In 1919 there was discusson that the Resolute (A0 a
Herreshoff design), built to defend the America's Cup in 1914, was going to be changed to aMarconi rig intime
for the 1920 Americas Cup race the 1914 race having been pogtponed due to WWI. While Resolute won the
1920 Americas Cup againd the contending Shamrock 1V, it did S0 with agaff rig. The changeover did gopeer a
the 1930 Americals Cup contest, which featured J-Class boatswith aMarconi rig.

The Marconi rig'striangular main sail is eadly distinguished from the four-sided gaff-rigged sail. Among its
advantagesfor recregtiona sailing, the Marconi rig weighed less, it was eager to hoist and drop the mainsail with
no gaff to hoig, it was eader to reef with a shorter boom that did not extend out padt the stem, and it could be
sailed under the mainsail done when conditions were breezy or for simplicity. The advantagesfor racing were
universally accepted. The sailing communities in both the United States and Greet Britain believed that the
Marconi design was aerodynamically superior to the gaff rig, and therefore it becamethe preferred design for
racing. Wind tunnd tests and racing resultsin many dasses confirmed this hypothes's, followed by the
widespread adoption of the newer rig. 1t was shown that in light winds, the tall, narrow sail on ataller magt
characterized by the Marconi rig gathered in more brisk winds al oft than found & the oceen surface.

Additional research may reved details of the sailing and racing career of the Witch after 1905. The Witch
continued to sarvefor recreationa sailing and occasiond racing on the Bass River and farther eedt to

(continued)
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Ogterville. Itsearly association with the Wianno Y acht Club is documented in the Regaita "Committee Minutes of
the Wianno Y acht Club 1901 to 1905," and itsinformal recregtiona exploits are found in the diary of Gretchen
Howes from 1901 to 1902. The documentation verifies that the four Crowninshield # 149s commonly competed
agang each other and with other boatsofficially and unofficially, and a various times with ameateurs and
professionals & the helm. It aso suggeststhat the Witch wes sailed frequently inits early years. Through mogt of
the 19205 it seams that the Howeses and their son-in-law, Mr. Taylor, may have used the Witch less frequently.

In the sscond half of itsfirst century, the Witch hes continued to be aprivately owned sailboat. From 1950
through the 1990sits owner, Marjorie O'Brien, hes generoudy invited neighbors and children from theloca
community to go sailing. There are many ingances of three generaions of familiesfrom the Onset Bay areathat
had their initial and repeat experiencesin sailing aboard the Witch and learned some badic sailing methods
Through thisand Marjorie O'Brien's practice of sailing throughout the summers, the Witch hes become a familiar
nautical landmark in the Onsat Bay areaand has been remarked by many passardoy onshore and on the water.
During this period, the Witch (now Gypsy) hes traveled frequently to Marthas Vineyard and infrequently to other
ports such as Newport, RI, and Nantucket.

The Howesss mogt likely berthed their Crowninshield #149 a& Osbome Howes dock on the Bass River, as shown
in an early photograph. When the Witch was sold to Ted Frothingham ca. 1926-28, it is assumed that the Witch
was berthed, stored, and moored & his marina. Edward Barus, another Howes in-law and the third boat owner ca
1932-34, mod likely kept the boat neer Osterville. Bams was said to be the foreman a the Crosoy boatyard. The
next owner, thought to be Mr. Foley (who changed the name to Wren), dated upon sellingitin 1949 that it hed
come up from Cgpe Cod about 10 years earlier. The Witch was purchased by Frank P. O'Brien from Mr. Foley in
June 1949 as a graduation present for his daughter Marjorie M. O'Brien, the current owner. From 1949-1973, the
Witch was moored a the family's private mooring just west of Lydia Idand, except for the summears of 1955 and
1956. Since 1973, it has been docked in the summersat the family dock on the west Sde of Lydia ldand. During
the winters of 1958-1960, the Witch was sored ashorea Lydia Idand, during the winters of 1961-1962 it was
dored & the Marion Boat Y ard, a the JaynesBoat Yard (now OBM) in Onset the winters of 1963-1964, and a
Bigelow's Board Y ard, Bourne, from 1965-1976.

It cannot be gated with certainty that Gypsy was originally the Witch, but it isunlikely that it wes either the Hun
or the Hossie. The Hun had alead ked added to the hull in 1901 and can be excluded; FHossie lacks photographs
or anecdotal mention after 1908. The possibility that Gypsy might have been the Merwin istenuoudy supported
by the fact that when the catboat was purchased, "Wren" gppeared on the sem inunusua haf-rounded metd
letters that might have been recycled from "Merwin.” A member of the Donad family, owners of the Merwin,
recadled that it hed <0 bean fitted with uncommon half-round letters; Merwin's later history has bean lost.

(continued)
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At the turn of the century, wooden boats were considered to have alifespan of 12to 15 years. A wooden boat
exceeding a century inageishighly unusual, and animpossibility unless the craft has been assiduously
maintained. The Witch's first owner was afamily of devoted sailors who, according to relative Ann Taylor
(Howes) Maxtone-Graham, "lavished attention onit." Subsequent owners were associated with the boatyard or
boat-building trades, and the current owner haskept the Gypsy seaworthy for 57 years. Itsvery survival and its
soundly documented history and owner chain strongly support Gypsy's former identity asthe Witch.

++ (end)
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Geographica Data

Boundary Description: Thelisting entails one catboat originaly named the Witch (now the Gypsy). The
boundary of the vesd isall of that areaendasad within its extreme dimensions, as follows:

Length overal: 22 ft. 4 in.

Length water line: 14ft. 2 in.

Draft: 1ft.6 in.

Beam: 7ft. 9in. '

Forward overhang: 3ft. 9 in.

Areasdls 311 f

Boundary Justification: The Witch (now the Gypsy) is listed a the property where it hes been owned and from
which it hes been sailed dnce 1949, a 35 Lydia Idand Road, Wareham, Massachusetts
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PHOTOGRAPHS
Photographer: Frank O'Brien, 2004-05

"Witch" at her mooring

At dock, view of deck and bow sprit

On trailer, view of bow

On trailer in boathouse, view of gem

Under the deck, looking toward the bow

Under the darboard seet, looking toward the bow
Under sall, view toward sem with owner

~No b WN R

HISTORIC PHOTOGRAPHSFROM COLLECTION OF MARJORIE O'BRIEN

1920s. Womean is Gretchen Howes Waldo, whose diary entries are quoted in Section 8.
1920s Y oung girls fishing from the "fFz/cA's" gaff

Early 1950s With wire-fix terrier " Skipper" a bese of mad.

1951 Shown with catboat mest and Bermudarig.

Early 20* Century. "Witch" isin background. Lo

ahwdheE



2. 1920s. Young girls fishing from the -Witch's" gatf.  (Collection of Marjorie O'Brien)



.1iSSI"."-

3. Eariy 1950s. With wire fox terrier "Skipper" at base of mast. 4.1951 Shown with catboat mast and Bermuda rig.
(Collection of Marjorie O'Brien) (Collection of Marjorie O'Brien)



5.. Eariy 20th Century. "Witch" is in background. (Collection of Marjorie O'Brien)



Deck Plan of

Hifkc/7

95 Lydia Island Road
Wareham, Massachusetts

Showing pivsent arrangement
of deck hardware fixtures (2008)

Notto scale
Frank O'Brien, del.






UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT CF THE | NTERI OR
2 NATI ONAL PARK SERVI CE ad

NATI ONAL REA STER G- HI STORI C PLACES
EVALUATI OV RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTI ON: NOM NATI ON .-y >
PROPERTY WTCH (catboat)

NAME:

MULTI PLE

STATE & GOUNTY:  NMASSACHUSETTS, Pl ymouth

DATE RECEl VED. 5/ 07/ 08 DATE GF PENDI NG LI ST:  5/23/08
DATE G- 16TH DAY: 6/ 07/ 08 DATE G- 45TH DAY: - 6/ 20/ 08
DATE O VEEKLY LI ST:

REFERENCE NUMBER 08000533

APPEAL: N DATA PRCBLEM N LANDSCAPE N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N
O'HER N PDIL: N PER CD N PROGRAM UNAPPROVEDE N
REQUEST: N SAWLE N SLR DRAFT: N NATI ONAL: Y
GOMMENT WAl VER N .

yACCEPT RETURN REJECT DATE

ABSTRACT/ SUMVARY GOMMENTS ' ee;'.".

YAMwvile <M\ eoMfA foWr. uMhjn

HHJse PAY -) - QM /AAAA A A A
RECOM/CRITERFA kcc”™ INiC V-7

REVI EVEER -xANLt  AVA/Vik<, DI SCI PLI NE tii™-j/n)tdl/y™
TELEPHONE DATE G| \S7-00"

DOOUMENTATI ON see attached comrents Y/N seeattached SLR Y/ N

[f a nomination i sreturned t othenom nating authority, t he
nom natiofM | § NO Ionger under consideration by t he NPS.
















































The Commonwedth of M assachustts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
M assachusetts Historical Commission

April 29, 2008

Mr. J. Paul Loether

National Regiger of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

1201 Eye Strest, NW, 8* floor
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Mr. Loether:
Endosad pleesefind the following nomination form:
Catboat "Witch", Lydia ldand Rd., Wareham (Plymouth), MA

The nomination has been voted dligible by the State Review Board and has been sgned by the
Sate Historic Presarvation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending Stete
Review Board condderation 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to comment. . A

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg
Nationa Regiger Director
Massechusatts Historical Commission

enclosure

cC Ledie Donoven, Lynn W. Smiledge, consuitants
Janes Mdlon, Wareham Higoricd Commision
Marjorie & Fank OBrien
Brada Eckdrom, Wareham Board of Sdedimen
Ranning Board Chair

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, M assachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470  Fax. (617) 727-5128
www. state, ma. us'sec/mhc



Kevin Foster To: Patrick AndrusAWASO/NPS@NPS

06/17/2008 04:28 PM 0o K" AN K .. AAKM -
Subject: Catboat Gypsy/Witch Nomination

Hi Patrick,

Enclosed are my comments on the nomination for the wooden sailing yacht Gypsy, which we discusses
last week.

The nomination is cleady written and makes a good case for listing the boat at the local and state levels of
significance. With a bit more context the nomination would also support listing at the national level. If we
ever do an NHL study of recreational boating this yacht should be considered for inclusion in the study.

| noted a few errors in the nomination but none that are particulariy troubling for listing the boat on the
National Register. |suggest adding a note to the documentation that includes the following comments:

The architect (naval) is listed on the form, but the builder was omitted. A.C. Howland should be added to
that section.

My unanswered question is the original name of the boat. As the previous names are not certain it may be
best to list the boat as Gypsy, and add some sort of specific note that boat is probably the Witch, b) Wren,
c) Gypsy. Iwould suggest what ever is the best format to allow the search function to turn up these other
names.

| have a reservation about the designation of this boat as a "catboat." A "catboat" in American small craft
usage has a meaning specific to a particular rig, and a small range of hull designs that carried that rig.
According to McEwen, W.A. & A.H. Lewis, Encyclopedia of Nautical Knowledge, Cambridge, MD: Cornell
Maritime Press, 1953, p. 75, a catboat is a sailboat with a single fore-and-aft sail set from gaff and a
boom, with the mast stepped well forward. De Kerchove , Rene, International Maritime Dictionary,
Second edition, New York: Van Nostrand Reinhold Company, 1961, defines a catboat as a centerboard
sailing boat characterized by a single sail, no jib, a small length-to-breadth ratio (they were quite wide), a
bow with a great deal of freeboard, and a large cockpit. The mast is "a very stout stick" with no shrouds,
set right forward in the bow. Gypsyhas not had a catboat rig since she acquired the marconi rig, moved
the mast (about 7-8 feet) aft, and later extended the rig by adding a genoa sail and a short bowsprit from
which it could be set. The changes in rig made her a sloop, i.e. a shoal draft, broad beamed,
centerboard-carrying, single-masted sailboat. That said, historically yacht owners and some of the people
who marketed them were often rather loose in their use of correct maritime nomenclature (it is notjargon).
It should also be noted that the rig change played a significant role in the continued use of the boat in
racing and happened during the period of significance. My question is should the nomination include
"catboat" as the descriptor: | might suggest "sailing yacht" instead.

It may also be useful to you to sum up my impression of the changes to the boat over time. During the
period of significance the boat was generally maintained by replacement of materials using traditional
methods and materials, such as the renewal of the centerboard and centerboard trunk. Other changes
allowed the boat to continue to compete in racing and include the entirely new rig (mast moved aft about a
quarter of the length, new mast, new boom, new style rudder, the original mast step removed and a new
mast tabernacle fitted, structural strengthening of the new mast area, and the addition of a bowsprit).
Some of the modern changes including additional structural strengthening, a new style of transom
planking, and a new hatch fall outside of the period of significance but are of the same sort of change
intended to allow an old boat to continue the rigorous activity for which it had been built. So even though
changed, the boat preserves a great deal of historic integrity and is an extremely rare survivor of
thousands of recreational racing yachts once common on American coasts. List this puppy!

One other tiny note, the name of the four masted schooner in Wiscasset, Maine alongside the Luther Little
is Hesper, not Hester, (section 8, p. 2) If I don't mention it some "down-easter" will.
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Kevin J. Foster

Chief, National Maritime Heritage Program
History Division

National Park Service

1849 C Street, NW; (2280)

Washington, DC 20240-0001

(202) 354-2260 fax (202) 371-2229



