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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Sheldon Carnegie Library is a one-story building in the Beaux Arts
style, 54' x 60'. The raised foundation is of rusticated limestone, the
building itself of yellow brick. A brick chimney is located at the west
rear of the tiled hip roof.

The symmetrical facade features a projecting entrance pavilion with classical
pediment. Its Ionic cornice has a full entablature, with a pulvinated
frieze, triple architrave, egg-and-dart molding and dentils. Two Tuscan
colums are set within rusticated sandstone pilasters. These frame a
semicircular doorway of rusticated ashlar.

The building itself has two windows in each side wall, and on on each side
of the front pavilion, all bearing label molds. A series of six narrow,
rectangular windows is placed across the back, with plain stone lintels.
There are modillion blocks on the cornice.

The floor plan is typical of Carnegie libraries. The entrance opens into
a large reception area; stack areas and reading rooms open off this area
on each side and at the rear, through arched entryways. Ceilings are 14'
high, walls are plastered.

A low, flat-roofed garage of concrete block is attachéd to the rear df
the building.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This library is an excellent example of the local adaptation of the Beaux Arts
style, taking a potentially massive design and reducing it to a scale more
appropriate to a small town. Care was taken, however, to preserve in the cornice-
work and other classical detailing many features typical of the style.

The importance of Andrew Carnegie's libraries to small towns such as Sheldon
is difficult to overestimate. Without the funds contributed by Carnegie, many
commmities would have found neither the resources nor the enthusiasm for such
a costly venture. Carnegie's generosity thus encouraged the accumulation and
use of intellectual resources, and sustained the belief that knowledge should,
and could, be accessible to all.
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