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DESCRIPTION

(Chec* One)
Excellent . Good . Fair . Deteriorated 0 Ruins . Unexposed
CONDITION
(Check One) (Check One)
Altered . Unaltered . Moved (3 Original Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Fort Pickering i slocated ontheeastern and southern side of Wnter
Island. This 38 acre, hmle long island i ssituated onthewestern side of
Sal em Harbor and i sconnected t o Sal em Neck by a causeway. The fort site,
whi ch occupies roughly two acres, commands t hewestern approach totheHar-
bor. The present structures were built i n1863 by t he Department of Vér
and aregenerally i na ruinous, but restorahle, condition.

\The original defenses, set up at thesite i n1644 or before, were similar
to others i ntheBay Colony. They were simple, unsophisticatedearth and
wood structures, which received sporadic attention duringthe seventeenth
century. By 1706 t hefort was rebuilt under thedirection of theroyal
engi neers who had originally been sent by King WilliamIlIl tofortifythe
col oni es.

The first full description of theeighteenthcentury fort site was given
in 1794 after Congress had passed legislation for inmproving coastal defenses
Engi neers' plans of that date indicate that Fort Wlliamwas irregularin
shape with dinmensions of 155" x 165 . |t contained separate structures for
barracks, magazine and | odgement for thecaptain of thefort. The nain
bhattery of five heavy pieces faced t heharbor behind a parapet of |oose
stone and earth. \

\ In Cctober, 1794, Salem ceded t hearea of Port WlliamtotheUnited
States. A new fort was immediately begun under thedirection of S Roche-
fonta*e, theengineer i ncharge of fortifications i ntheNew England area.
This fort was constructed of masonry and sods with a brick citadel for the
garrison tolive in,under which were a powder house and a bonbproof. Never
garrisoned, thefort deteriorated until 1799 when it was repaired andre-
naned Fort Pickering. \An engineer's repoift from 1811 describes Fort Pick-
ering as an enclosed work of masonry and sods nmounting six heavy guns,
covered by a block house, a brick nagazine and barracks for one officer and
thirty nen.

Once again thefort deteriorated andi n1861thegovernnent allocated
monies torepair it.

The outline of thepresent site of Fort Pickering strongly resenbles that
of the1794 plans by Rochefontaine. The main structures are an earth-cov-
ered block house, which ispartially surrounded by a stone wall, and an
earthen enbankment. The enbankment walls, approximately 4' high, are
covered by earthen revetments and are i nexcellent condition i nsome places,
notably at t hesouthern end. The block house has two brick vaults, openings
of which areoutlined i ngranite; a well preserved granite wall, approxi-
mately 8 high, runs thelength of its western side. About 20 yards south
of t heblockhouse i sa rectangular mound 20" high, containing a vault inits
sout hwestern corner. The location of this structure corresponds to the
barracks location i nRochefontaine's drawings. Conplete enclosure o
fort isprevented by an access way t o a nearby Coast CGuard facilit
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SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD (check One or More as Appropriate)
I I Pre-Columbian | o 16th Century B 18fh Century . 20th Century
15th Century S 17th Century S 19th Century
SPECIFIC DATEIS) (If Applicable and Known) 1644, 1794, 1864, 1898
AREAS OF  SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Abor iginal [ | Educati on . Political- m Urban Planning
[ 1 Prehistoric IK} Engineerirvg . Religion/Phr- « . Other (Specify)
Historic [~] Industry losophy
I 1 Agriculture [ 1 Invention 0 Science
I 1 Architecture I 1 Landscape Sculpture
Art Architecture [ 1 Socio I/Human-
Q Commerce Q Literature itarian
[ I Communications XL Military ( | Theater

[-1 Conservation . .
Music [3] Transportation

S\T7TEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Fort Pickering i stheoldest remaining fortifiedsite i nSalem and oneof
ihe ol dest i nMssachusetts.”>" Although t he exact date of itsconstructioni s
lot known, thefort was i nexistence by 1644. The fort was named for King
Wliliam i n1699; i twas renamed f or Queen Anne i n 1704 but throughout the
eighteenth century was known locally as Fort Wlliam |1 nl1774, Fort Wlliam
served as a garrison for theb59th British Regiment under t he command of
Col onel Hami'iton; this regiment later participated i ntheBattle of Bunker
Hill, During theRevolution, thefort was garrisoned and protectedthe
large fleet of privateers operating out of Sal em Harbor.

\ Fort Wlliamwas ceded totheUnited States governnent i n 1794 and was
rebuilt at that time. |ts nane was changed i n1799 t o Fort Pickeringi n
honor of Timothy Pickering, a resident of Sal emwho was Secretary of Var
and then Secretary of State under President Washington and agai n under
President Adans. | nthesane year, thefanous frigate Essex was built
under t heprotection of Fort Pickering's guns. The fort was still con-
sidered important t o coastal defenses i n1854, when i twas again rebuilt by
the federal governnment t oinclude powder magazines and additional earth-
works. | twas garrisoned during the Spanish Amrerican Vér i n 1898 but was
| ater abandoned. \.
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July 7, 1972
NATIONAL F
REGISTER "Yc
Registration AMQS Branch
National Register of Historic Places
Room 3207-A
1100 L Street, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20005 Certified Mail

Attention: Miss Mary Means
Dear Sirs:

Enclosed are National Register submissions for:

1. Essex County. Wenham, Claflin-Richards House.
2. Essex County. Beverly, The John Balch House.
3. Essex County. Salem, Fort Pickering.

These have been declared eligible for submission by the Massachusetts
Historical Commission, the State Review Board, and have been signed by Secretary
of the Commonwealth, John F. X. Davoren, Chairman, Massachusetts Historical
Commission and designated the State Liaison Officer.

Sincerely yours,

JIneh chil M(MJy
Richard W. Hale, Jr./

Acting Chairman
M assachusetts Historical Commission

RWH/akc
enclosures
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Br\<**:0l County

Also Notified
Kon. Edvrard M. KsincKiy
Hon. r:2var- J.>0hG

Stai:-.! jiAiLM: Officii:
Ljx". Jo":'s Z. n:it/or«dii

Ch:ir-.;;».1, Mas;;uchus>cttc Historical
Ton. f-r<i> Z, eeeliiu-is

Director, Morth',?ast Region
AHR NRowland mm 2/8/73



