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Moved [3 Origir.al Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

LOCATION. SETTING AND GROUNDS:

This mansion house stands on an eminence commanding a fine view of the 
Kennebec River, which lies about 1100 feet below and to the east. This loca­ 
tion is set off from the residential area of Hallowell. The scene is pastora 
To the south of the house is a slream bordered with stands of virgin white 
pine. For purposes of protection, this nomination will concern only 25 acres 
of land about the house. A line beyond the stream, Vaughan Brook, will form 
the south boundary. To the east, downhill toward the river, is the Maine 
Central Railroad right-of-way; this will form the east boundary. The north 
boundary is the Litchfield Road and the west boundary lies across the fields 
in back of the house, summer house and barn complex. There are, interspaced 
on the lawns and between terraced garden areas, huge elms, oaks, pines and 
one very old sycamore tree. This is a landscape of surpassing beauty.

BASIC STRUCTURE AND BUILDING MATERIALS:

The house was built as a square two-story hip roof edifice. It had, and sti 
retains, four chimneys which provided large fireplaces for each of, the four 
spacious rooms on each floor. The building was sheathed in hand-split cedar 
clapboards which are in place today. At some point in the past, during the 
early 19th century, a two-story wing was added to the west side or rear of 
the house. A long veranda was added to the east or front side of the buildi 
These additions were brobably made during the active life of Dr. Benjamin 
Vaughan. At a later time, a second two-story addition in the form of an 
octagon was added to the west end abutting the wing. There are chimneys for 
both this addition and the wing. Later again, a two-story addition was 
built on the wing. Between the octagon addition and the wing's addition 
there is a small court yard enclosed by a lattice fence. The original and 
the additions are s heat Wd with clapboards. The mansion house is, today, 
painted white with black painted window shutters. The roof is, today, cov­ 
ered with asphalt shingles. The overall condition of the building is good, 
and it is properly maintained. It is, due to its age, a member of the land­ 
scape.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE /

The names of Benjamin Vaughan, M.D., LL.D., and Charles/^ajj 
must ever stand preeminent on the list of the founders \>f the town of 
Hallowell. Charles came to Hallowell in 1791; Benjamin in 1797; and the two 
brothers settled upon a large estate which they had inherited through their 
mother, Sarah Hallowell Vaughan.

Dr. Benjamin and Charles Vaughan were English gentlemen. They came to 
Hallowell to make permanent homes, and they devoted all their energies and 
resources to the material, social, intellectual, and religious upbuilding 
of the place. To the Vaujghans, more than to any other one family, Hallowell 
ow^s_Xts_early commercial prosperity, and the high social, mental, and moral 
standards that were at once esfabIished in the town. Their names stand out 
prominently in the records of the church, the schools, the libraries, and 
all public business enterprises.

Benjamin Vaughan, born in Jamaica on April 19, 1751, was the oldest son of 
Samuel Vaughan, a London merchant with interests in the colonies. Samuel 
married Miss Sarah Hallowell, daughter of Benjamin Hallowell, one of the 
proprietors of the Kennebec Purchase, for whom the town of Hallowell was 
named.

Benjamin Vaughan was educated in the Academy at Warrington and resided with 
and was totored by Dr. Joseph Priestly, the writer of Unitarian Theology. 
Dr. Priestly was the scientist who discovered oxygen. Benjamin later studied 
at Cambridge and became the private secretary to Lord Shelburne. At this 
point he fell in love with Miss Sarah Manning, the daughter of William 
Manning one of the wealthiest merchants in England. Manning would not con­ 
sent to the marriage until Vaughan mastered a profession. Vaughan then 
undertook studies at Edinburg and obtained the degree of M.D. He married 
Sarah Manning in i78!, and the merchant Manning made Vaughan a partner in 
his lucrative businesses. Vaughan soon entered the social circle of the 
best in English life. Benjamin Vaughan's father, Samuel, was an admirer of 
George Washington and Benjamin developed an affinity for the democratic idea 
as espoused by John Jay and Benjamin Franklin. Franklin and Jay were the 
United States' peace Commissioners sent to Paris in 1782 to resolve a formal 
peace with Great Britain following the American Revolution.

Vaughan went to Paris to consult with Franklin and Jay in regard to peace 
negotiations, and spent a whole year engaged in this mission. England, at 
this critical period, was insisting on treating with our country as colonies 
while Jay declared that peace could not be made until the colonies were
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Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
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recognized in the treaty as the United States of America. No progress was 
therefore made in the negotiations until Dr. Vaughan returned to England and 
by his personal efforts convinced Lord Shelburne of the necessity of accepting 
the terms proposed by the American commissioners. The treaty was then completec; 
and Dr. Vaughan, at Lord Shelburne's request, again set out for Paris, taking 
with him the royal messenger who bore the new commission recognizing in its 
wording the independence of the United States of America. Our country there­ 
fore owes to Dr. Benjamin Vaughan a perpetual debt of gratitude.

From 1783 to 1794 Dr. Vaughan resided in London and became a member of 
Parliament. Dr. Vaughan was "opposed to any attempt to disturb the existing 
form of government in his own country, but as the French revolution developed, 
the popular tide in England set strongly against those men who had shown sym­ 
pathy with its earlier stages, and more rigorous laws were demanded against 
those suspected of sympathy with what were called Revolutionary ideas. Vaughan, 
from his place in Parliament, was well known to Pitt as one of the active 
opponents of his administration. Under these circumstances, he decided to leave 
England for the continent until times had become settled, and accordingly in 
1794, he went to France and afterwards to Switzerland. While in France, he 
was several times suspected of being an English spy. In Switzerland he devoted 
himself to political correspondence and literary pursuits. He was assured by 
Pitt that he could return to England with safety, but he had become so much 
interested in republican principles that he determined to live in the United 
States."

Charles Vaughan, now active in Hallowell, had the mansion house built in antic­ 
ipation of Dr. Vaughan's arrival. Dr. Vaughan sent his family to Hallowell in 
the care of Mr. John Merrick. The family was reunited in Hallowell in 1797.

Charles Vaughan proved to be an activist in the public life and development of 
Hallowell and the region. In the meantime, Dr. Vaughan devoted his time to 
the pursuits of husbandry, scientific research and the arts. He collected a 
notable library, second only in New England to Harvard College. Dr. Vaughan 
was one of the founders of the Maine Historical Society. He continued his 
correspondence with the leading figures of the wbrld at that time.

But Dr. Vaughan was not only learned in the works of others; he was, himself, 
a thinker and writer. He was the author of numerous political, philosophical, 
and scientific papers, and of several historical treatises which he wrote at 
the special request of President Adams. His most important work was entitled 
The Rural Socrates." Mr. Vaughan also collected and published "The Political, 
Miscellaneous, and Philosophical Essays of Dr. Benjamin Franklin"; and edited 
memoir of Dr. Franklin.

Dr. Vaughan did not practice as a regular physician. However, in 1811 an 
epidemic of "spotted fever" prevailed in New England, and Hallowell did not 
escape the dread disease. Dr. Vaughan used his utmost efforts to check its 
progress and did save the lives of many people. 
Dr. Vaughan, closing his life at the golden age of Eighty-Five, died in Decembet 8, 

owe1836, and was interred in the family burial ground on the Vaughan EsTate in Ha
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