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1. Name of Property

 Historic name Versteeg-Swisher House
Other namelsite number _041-0020-0227

2. Location

 Strest & number 506 South Campbell B ‘|:|<not for publication
Cityortown " Abilene T . Dvrcrnrty

State Kansas - Code KS County Dickinson = Code 041 ,', - ,Z|p code 67410

3. StatelFederaI Agency Certlfrcatron

As the deS|gnated authonty under the Natlonal Historic Preservatlon Act, as amended l hereby cerlrfy that this [X] nomrnatron

{1 request for determrnatron of: eligibility meets the documentatron standards for regrsterrng properties in the National Register of -
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requrrements setforth in'36 CFR Part 60: In my opinion, the property
‘X meets [] does not meet the National Register criteria. | recommend that this: property be considered significant

[ nationally (7 statewrd . locally. (I:I See continuation sheet for addrtlonal comments )

Oszﬁm__ | C‘/n predey AL s vau, },_'QHW) February 2, 2005

Signature of certrfyrng ofﬂ0|aI/T e ‘ Date
Kansas State Historical Socrety ' '

State or Federal agency*and bureau

In my opinion, the property I___] meets {_] does not meet the Natronal Regrster cntena EI See continuation sheet for addrtronal
' Comments ) .

Signature of commenting‘ofﬁcial Title E ‘ E Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4 National Park Service Certfication

entered in the National Regrster
[ See continuation sheet.
[ determined eligible for the Nationat
Register : = ~
“[] See continuation sheet. ~ . ST , ' )
[ determined not eligible for the S oo
National Register =
- [ removed from the National -
. Register
* [C] other, (explain:)




" Versteeg-Swisher House
Name'of’ property

Dickinson County, KS
County and State '

5 Classification

Ownership of Property

- Category of Property
(Check as many-boxes as-apply) . ‘

X pr'rvate‘k'f 5

(] publicdocal [ district
(] public-State - [(Osite
- [ public-Federal ([ structure
s I:] object

N . Name of related multrple property listing

" (Enter "N/A" if property is not part ofa multrple property Irstrng )
g NIA

(Check only one box) -

building(s) -

Number of Resources within Property
(Do notinclude previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing -
1 ' ___ buidngs
S - - sites’ »
- structures
objects
1 » L < fotal

Number of contrrbutmg resources prevrously Irsted
in the National Regrster ;

. 0
6. Function or Use "
Historic Functions Current Functions

(Enter Categorres from mstructrons)

Domestic: single dwelling

(Enter categones from rnstructrons)

, DOmeétic: éingle dwelling

'7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

* Late Victorian: Gothic

Materrals
.. (Enter categones from instructions)

" foundation Stone: limestone

waIIS' Brick

Narrative Descrrptron

ro'c:>f" Asphalt

other

(Descnbe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more contrnuatron sheets. )



Name of Pfoperty Versteeg-Sw;sher House

County and Siate

Dickfnson County,: KS ’

8. Statement of Slgmflcance

Appllcable National Register Criteria
(Mark "X" in one or more boxes for the criteria quallfylng the
property for Natonal Reg|ster »

(3 A Property is associated with events that have made a

_ significant.contribution fo the broad patterns of our
history

[ B Property is associated with the lves of persons

significant in our past.

(X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
-of a type; period, or method of construction or
-represents the work of a master, or possesses

high aristic values, or represents a significant and

distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

(] D Property has yielded, or likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

I:l Aownedbya rellglous institution or used for
rellglous purposes

I:l B removed from it original location.

[dca birthplace or grave. |

[:I D'a cemetery.

CEa reeonstrueted building, object, or stru(:ture.

[(JFa commermorafive property.

[] G less than'50 years of age or echieved 3ign‘iﬁcance .

within the past 50 years

Narrative Statement of Significance
- (Explain the significance of the property on one or more |
continuation sheets ) ,

Areaé of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Architecture

" Period of Significance

1888

Significant Dates
1888

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

NA

Cultural Affiliation

N/A

Architect/Builder

Unknown

- 9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibliography

(Clte the books, artlcles, and other sources used in prepanng thus form on one or more oonhnuatlon sheets.)

Previous documentatlon onfile (NPS); Primary location of additional data:

[ preliminary determination of mlelduaI lising (36 CFR 67)
~~ has been requested
O Previously listed in the National Register
[ previously determined eligible by the National Register
[(designated a National Historic Landmark
[] recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey -

# ’

" [0 recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

[X State Historic Preservation Office
[0 Other State agency

[0 Federal agency

[ Local government -
[ University
[ Other

~ Name of repository:




Name of Property Versteeg-Swisher House ‘ Ceu‘nt‘yfand State  Dickinson County, KS:

10. Geographical Data

© Acreage of Property Less than one acre

UTM References :
" (Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet) = . :
1 - . : ‘ i » 3
14| [efs|s|7]s|o T2 3]o]s|1]3]o] | | 1 L T 111
Zone Easting .- . Northing T Zone Easting i Northing
2 e ; 4 ng. L
l I I [ I | | 1] |

. [ See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description ) :
(Describe the boundanes of the property on a continuation sheet))

i Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundanes were selected on a contmuatlon sheet. ) )

11. Form Prepared By

 Additional items.

-Namettitle Melissa Fisher Isaacs
’ Qrganization Kansas State Historical Society‘ ~ Date May 2004
Street & number 6425S.W.8th . ' ‘Teuleph‘c.)ne |
City or town Topel;a B L ‘ State - KS - | Zipcode __ 66615

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps
- A USGS map (7.5 or 15 mlnute serles) |nd|cat|ng the property's locatlon

A Sketch map for hlstonc dlstrlcts and properhes having Iarge acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs
: Representative blaek and whlte photographs of the property.

: (Check with SHPO or FPO for any addmonal |tems)

Property Owner
name Ed and‘VeIda‘Becker
street & number 506 S. C‘a'rnpbelly : ~ felephone  785-263-3039
cityortown ~_Abilene - __state _KS . Zipcode 67410

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement This information is being c‘ollected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to.nominate properties for listing or .
determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amendexisting listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the Natlonal Hlstonc

Preservatuon Act, as amended (16) U S C. 470 et'seq.).

- Estimated Burden Statement: Public repomng burden for this form is estimated to average 8.1 hours per response-including time for reviewing instmctions, gathering and
maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of this form'to the Chief, Administrative Services
Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Off ice of Management and Budget Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024001 8),

" Washington, DC 20503



NPS Form 10-900-a . ‘ ) . - OMB Approval 1624-,0018
(8-86) . - . . Tt L

United States Department of the Interlor
National Park Service

: .,vaatlonal Reglster of Hlstonc Places
;Contmuatlon Sheet

Section number __7 1»',Pa,gejv 1

| VersteengWisher House
Abilene, Kansas
. Descrlptlon

~ The Versteeg—Sw1sher House (c 1888) located at 506 South Campbell Street in Abllene
Kansas, is a two-story brick Gothic Revival house with an asphalt-shingled center gable roof and

~ anative limestone foundation. The spmdle work on the entrance and side porches displays a

.Queen Anne influence. The wide cornice brackets and bay window reflect Italianate 1nﬂuences
' The house stands on a rectangular, north-south footprint with a centered ell extending east.
- Clapboard-clad, shed—roofed add1t10ns project from the north and south elevatlons of the ell.

The house is made of a soft red bnck which is believed to have been made on the property The
brick is sealed with paint and seems to always have been so to protect it from erosion. The house
‘is now painted in the bold, intense earth colors of the petiod in which the house was built. The
facade is painted with a satin terra cotta which is close in color to the actual brick that lies
beneath it. The ornate trims, windows and doors are painted amber, deep green, and dark
cranberry. A 1900 photograph, although in black-and-white, suggests several shades of color
used on the porch and windows. Paint scrapings indicate that at one time the house may also

- have been painted whlte with a black trim. The roof was reshmgled in 2000 in shades of reddlsh- :

brown.

The front, west-facing facade features a center gable over a spindle work, front-gabled entrance

~ porch. This porch is flanked on either side by a double-hung window topped by a brick hood -
mold and underscored by a native limestone sill. A similar window beneath the center gable
‘provides illumination to the second floor; square panels of decoratlve brickwork are located on
either side of this window, and a ziggurat of recessed brick surmounts the hood mold of this -

“window. The center gable is further augmented by gmgerbread gable ormament and brackets and

- trefoils at the cornice line.
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: The south-facmg elevation is characterlzed on the west end by a bay Wmdow Wlth brackets at the
cornice line. Each of the three windows that make up the bay is surmounted by a brick hood

- mold, and all three are underscored by a continuous native limestone sill. Above the bay

window, a pair of windows shares a brick hood mold and a native limestone sill. These windows

 are flanked on either side by small square panels of decorative brickwork, and above them is a

ziggurat of recessed brick. Brackets with trefoils mark the bottom of the gable verge. A

clapboard-clad, shed-roofed addition dominates the east end of the south-facing elevation. This

addition is pierced on the west end bya door and on the east end by a single double-hung

wmdow

The east- facing elevation features two double-hung windows topped by brick hood molds and

underscored by native limestone sills on the first story, and a similar single window on the
“second story. Brackets and trefoils ornament the bottom of the gable verge. The brick, shed-

roofed addltlon which has been appended to the ell’s north elevatlon Jjuts forward from the wall
) plane of the cast elevatlon :

~ The north—facmg elevation features a gable end plerced on the first floor by two' double—hung
- windows and on the second floor by a single double-hung window. A one story, shed-roofed
‘spindle work porch, recreated by the current owners from a circa 1900 photograph extends from
thls elevation. e

A door through the west-facing wall of the brick addition that has been appended to the north- -
facing elevation provides access to the house’s interior; this wall is also pierced by a smgle
double-hung window. The addition’s north elevation features two double-hung windows. The
east elevation receives illumination through a single double-hung window. Clapboard cladding
" has been affixed to the addition’s southeast corner. Siding on the east elevation of the addltlon
also extends from the roof- wall junction to ]ust above the hntel of the wmdow

The house is an example of a center-hall plan. A walnut stalrcas'e‘ ﬁlls the narrow entrance hall, a
- square newel post accentuates the unit. Much of the original woodwork has been painted white.
Four rooms feature original doors and wmdow surrounds with bull’s eye corner blocks



NPS‘Form 10-900-a » = i OMB Approval 1024-0018
,(s 86): . . ,

Umted States Department of the Interlor

~National Park Service

| NatiOnal‘Reg‘ist'er of ,'Historic'PlaCes |
Continuation Sheet R

SettiOn' number __7 : Page 3

The house has been moderately altered by its succession of owners. A double-doored closet was
added to the northwest bedroom at some point prior to 1980. Oak hardwood floors salvaged from
another Abilene residence were installed in the kitchen, dining room, and hallway in 1980. Also
in 1980, the ceiling in the upstairs master bedroomn was vaulted. The kitchen, which suffered _
significant water damage in 1998, was gutted and completely remodeled in a style sympathetlc to
the house’s Victorian origins. The porch on the northwest side of the house, which had
deteriorated, was restored to its original appearance using a circa 1900 photograph of the house
asa gulde A door providing access to the parlor from the south porch was removed and the
opening was covered with drywall. Desplte these changes, the Versteeg-Swisher house retains
 the integrity of 1ts design, and continues to clearly illustrate the Gothic Rev1va1 style. l
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Statement of Significance

, The Versteeg—SWiSher House (c. 1888) is signiﬁéant under Criterion C. Constructed in the late
'1880s by Dutch brickmaker Nicholas Versteeg, this house is an excellent example of the Gothic

. ,Rev1va1 style The house integrates stylistic influences from both the Queen Anne and Italianate,

- representing a vemacular 1nterpretat10n of the Gothic Revival style '

- Nicholas Versteeg and his wife Gertrude purchased the property on which the Versteeg-Swisher
House stands in 1887. The February 9, 1888, edition of the Abilene Reflector announced that

Verstegg [sic]land Koopman will erect the necessary buildings etc., for opening up a
brickyard a half mile east of the Rock Island Depot. Verstegg [sic] and Koopman '
thoroughly understand their business, and claim they have found superlor quality clay at
that pomt

Nicholas Versteeg : and C.C. Koopman, both natives of Holland, had prev10usly operated a
brickyard in north Abilene. Two of Versteeg’s sons, John and Jacob, were also brick makers in
Abilene and were likely involved in both brickyards. The Versteeg-Swisher House, while also
prov1dmg a residence for the family, was a means of advert1smg the high quality brick bemg
created at the new brickyard.

By Februa;ry 23, 1888, the Abilene Daily Gazette was reportlng that the Abllene pottery works

“are now in running order and trying the clay deposited near the works, which has been found to
answer all requirements.” Businesses such as the Versteeg and Company bnckyard were
unportant to frontier Kansas towns such as Abilene, showing prospective citizens in the East that
the community was permanent, respectable, and growing. By 1888, Abilene had grownto a
population of 3,500, and was looking to attract an even larger population.

* Speculation was dnvmg up land values in Abllene and houses were being built in anticipation of
an influx of new immigrants to the city. On April 25, 1888, the Abilene Commercial Club hosted
“a capital removal convention. Town boosters, who argued that the state capital in Topeka was
~ too far east to be truly representative of Kansas, brought in prominent speakers, local bands, and

held a parade in support of moving the state capital to Abilene. The movement was effectively
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shut down when the Associated Press editor in Topeka failed to publish any mention of the
convention. By the fall of 1888, the bottom had fallen out of land values, and a number of
industrial concerns, 1nclud1ng the pottery works, had gone out of business. The Versteeg famlly,
~out of busmess and in debt, left Abllene for lTowa.

k Although the Versteeg and Company brick-making venture was short-hved and tell-tale brick
rubble on the property is all that remains of the business, the house that Nicholas Versteeg built

- has stood the test of time. The house combines the GothicvReVival style with elements of Dutch

 building traditions, such as a central chimney with a stove rather than a fireplace. The Gothic

~ Revival style, which originated in England was made popular in America by a series of plan
books promoting the style. Although Rural Residences, published in 1837 by Alexander Jackson
Davis, was the first American plan book to feature Gothic Revival architecture, it was Andrew
Jackson Downing who brought the style into fashionable prominence. Downing’s 1842 and 1850
pattern books, paired with his extensive lecture circuit, promoted the style as emmently suitable
for rural and suburban homes. ‘

The style, which drew its inspiration from a romanticized medieval architecture, was one of a
number of “Picturesque” styles, including the Italianate and Swiss styles, desrgned to harmonize
with the natural landscape. Popularized in the 1830s, the Gothic Revival style remained
prominent until the 1880s. The Versteeg-Swisher House’s centered gable, steeply pitched roof

- second-story windows that extend into the gables, one-story entry porch, and trefoil details mark
the house as clearly within the Gothic Revival style. The house also exhibits the brackets and
'segmented arch window crowns which are hallmarks of the Italianate style. Built late in the.
style’s period of prominence, however, the spindle work on the porches reflect the influence of
the Queen Anne style which succeeded the Gothic Revival. The brackets and bay windows show
the influence of the Italianate style.

- Several other families made their home at the Versteeg-Swisher House after it passed out of the
Versteegs’ ownership. In 1899, Isaiah and Sarah Swisher and their children purchased the ;
property Isaiah, a broom maker, raised broom corn and alfalfa and kept an orchard. Isaiah died

- in 1909, and his daughter Annie inherited the house. In 1916, Annie Swisher was found to be of
unsound mind, and was committed to the State Hosp1tal for the Insane. The house, referred to as
“A bnck residence which is in need of many repairs and is depreciating in value,” was sold in
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1923 to pay for Annie’s care and maintenance. In 1925 Reverend J ohn A. Dessenberger and his
wife Anna purchased the home. A number of later owners used the house as a rental property. -

Present owners Ed and Velda Becker bought the house in 1999 and have restored the home to its -
present condition.

Bibliography |
1885 Kansas State Census.
'.1“88'0‘ United States Census.
1890 United States Census. |
1900 United States Census.
1909 Sw1sher farmly photograph
Abilene Reﬂector 5 January 1888, 9 February 1888 23 February 1888,
, Becker, Ed and Velda. Draft rlormnatloh, 2003.
Goodwin, Judy. Oral interview with Ed and Velcia Becker.
 Kansas City Star, 12 June 1947. s _
Lacey, Pat. Qrdl interview with Ed and Velda Becker. |
Plat’ Book of Dickinson County. 1909.
- Property abstract.

a Whltworth Robert C. “Industnal and Busmess Hlstory of Abllene ? chkmson County sttorzcal
- Sketches, Volume 4.1962. - v



NPS Form 10-900-a “ : OMB Approval 1024-0018
(8-86)

, Umted States Department of the Interior
; Natlonal Park Serv1ce

Nat1onal RegISter of Hlstorlc Places;
Contmuatlon Sheet |

Section number 10‘,‘ 11: V‘P,age 1,1

Verbal Boundary Description
The property stands on the S. 12 Lot 3 and the N. 77.7° Lot 4 in Abllene Dickinson County,

Kansas. The property is bounded to the west by S. Campbell, to the north and east by adj acent
property lines, and to the south by Sixth Street.

Boundary Justification
The nommatlon property contams all land historically assomated w1th it.
‘ Photographs
" The following information is common to alI photographs: '
1. Versteeg Sw1sher House
2. Abllene Dickinson County, Kansas
3. Melissa Fisher Isaacs, photographer
4.22 March 2004 :
5. Orlgmal negatives located at the Kansas State Hlstoncal Soc1ety

The_followmg information i is specific to 1nd1v1dua1vphoto graphs:

6. View of west elevation.
7.#1

6. Deta11 of entry porch, camera facing east.
7. #2

6. View of south elevatlon
- T7.#3
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6. Detaﬂ of south- elevatlon—bay window. Camera facing north
7.#4 : v

6. View of north elevatlon camera facmg southeast.
7. #5 : :

6. Detall of north porch, camera facing east.
7. #6

6. View of east elévatio‘ri.v '
7.#7

| 6. View of mtenor—parlor Camera facing south
7. #8

6. View of interior—staircase. Camera facing north. |
7.#9

6. View of interior—dining room. Camera facing northwest
7.#10° :

6. Vlew of interior—second ﬂoor hallway. Camera facing west.
7. #11

6. View of interior—kitchen, Camera facmg east.
7.#12 ~



