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1. Name of Property
historic name  Old Rockport High School

other names/site number The Rockport Community House

2. Location

street & number 58 Broadway N/A not for publication
city or town_ Rockport N/A  vicinity

date Massachusetts code MA  county Essex code 009 zip code 01966

3. state/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this B mination
» request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Hisjeric Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
O”eets « does not meetthe"National Register Criteria | recommend that this property be considered significant

+ nationally « statewide”zTocally. (¢ See continuation sheeticr additignal €gmmeRnts.i

certifying official/Title (w'a H. Metz, Executive Director Date n ~ '
tts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property « meets ¢ does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)
Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification
I, heimjy certify that this property is: 3ia®uraolthe Keeper Date of Action
[entered in the National Register
» See continuation sheet.
» determined eligible for the
National Register
» See continuation sheet.
» determined not eligible for the
National Register
» removed from the
National Register
» other (explain);



Name of Property Old Rockport High School

5. Classification
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
_ private X building(s)
_X public-local _ district
_ public-State __ site
_ public-Federal _ structure
_ object

Name of related multiple property listing

(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.;

N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Education: School

Social: Clubhouse

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Mid-19"* Century/Late Victorian: Italianate

Narrative Description

County and State Essex, MA

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
1 0 building
sites
structures
objects
Total

Number of contributing resources previously list
in the National Register

N/A

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Social: Clubhouse

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)
foundation Granite Block

walls Wood Clapboard

roof Asphalt Shingles

other

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)



?IFS Jem | b>WM-> OMB Appravd Na 1«14-Mlt
&

United States Department of the Interior
Nationd Pak Savice

Nationa Regider of Historic Haoes
Continuation Shet S A AT

Rockport (Essex), MA
Saionnumba 7. Page i

7. DESCRIPTION

The Old Rockport High Schoodl isa2/2 gory, wood frame sructure built inthe Itdianate
dyle. The building dts on a 7,000-square-foot lot thet is flanked by aresidentiad Sructure
on the southwest, residentia sructures and a shared driveway to the rear of the property,
and a church on the northeest. The property is lined with shrubs on the southwest and
northeaest. The building hes shrubs dong sde it on the southwest elevation and faBade. A
paved walkway beginning inthe front of the building runs dong the northeest Sde of the
property to the rear of the building. Infront of the building isalawn, with plantings and
two mature trees. A cannon from the U.SS Conditution is pogtioned on the front lawn
as well (photo #12). The schoadl is located on Broadway, amajor thoroughfare, neer a
busy intersection knownlocally as Five Corners. The building is surrounded by primarily
amadl-scae, wood-frame residentia dructures in aneighborhood that hes undergone few
changesthrough the years. The Old Rockport High Schoadl is part of the Broadway
Historic District.

Today the building hes assumed a shape configured by the original block dating from
1865 and a number of additions congtructed from 1869 though 1908 (see sketch plan).
The building is primarily arectangular, front-gable structure with three additions. a
recessed, two-story sSde addition and two rear two-story additions. It is a wood-frame
dructure clad in dgpboards on a granite block foundation. Although described as an
Itdianate-style building, decorative dements are minimal. The symmetrica main block
of the Sructure (the original one-room schoolhouse with 1869, one-story addition) hes
corner boards on the front and rear, and the facade of the building isafront gable with a
gable return (photo #1). Centered under the gable inthe attic story isthe only arched
window inthe building. The two outer windows of this main feBade were the origina
boy's (on one sde) and girl's(on the other 9de) entrances. Presently they are windows.
Today's main entrance, located in the recessed, two-story sSde addition, is marked by a
door hood with aplain board support (the original support gopearsto have bean removed)
and apainted sgn over the door reading "Community House, Built 1865." The entrance
doors are double wood panded doors with top lights. In 2000, aSde door inthis addition

(continued)
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was converted into ahandicgpped entrance through the construction of a wooden
whedchair ramp. The sde entrance door hes a door hood supported by origind jigsaw
brackets with pendants (photo #2). A third entrance on the southwest eevation of the
building has a smple plank surround and is flush with the surface of the building (photo
#6). Windows ae large and symmetricaly arranged on the faBade and Sdesof the main
block. The rear addition is hot squared but & an oblique angle, which may be due to the
configuration of the lot or the damandsof interior goece rather than concern over exterior
gopearance (photo #3). Rear addition windows are grouped in twos and threesand ae
aso symmetricad (photo #4). All windows are wooden, and 6/6 with smple molded
surrounds. Doors ae origina double, wood-panded with lights on the top.

Significant interior details include 6/6 windows, wainscoting, vertical and horizontal
beeded board paneling in the 1900 stair hall and door surrounds with ca 1900 period
bulls-eye detailing (photos #10,11). The first-floor dassoom hes itsorigina date
blackboards, dthough a thistime they are covered up. Hoors throughout are origina
narrow board. The only modern additions to the building are itsacoudticd tile cellings,
fluorescent lights, linoleum floorsin the kitchen and handicgpped bathroom, and two
bathrooms in the 1900 gar hal addition. The first-floor typing room wes turned into a
kitchen. The entrance on the southwest Sde of the building was dso added. All of these
changesdate from ca 1940-1970. Morerecently, in 2001, a handicgpped bathroom weas
congructed in the reer classsoom. The front first floor dassroom contains handsome
wooden benches dating from the late 19" to early 20" century that were used in the
former Rockport Town Hall, which was demoalished in the mid-1950s (photos #8-9). The
first floor dso contains framed paintings that depict, in panoramic fashion and great
detail, downtown Rockport and its harbor in 1948. These were painted by local artist
Sewart Urquhart.

(continued)
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There are no extant outbuildings, dthough the location for privies may have been inthe
back of the school on the southwest sde. No well haes beaen found on the grounds
dthough the town did not provide water until 1895.

Archaeological Description

While no ancient Native American Stesare recorded on the school property or inthe
genad area(within one mile), Stesmay be present. Environmenta characterigtics of the
aeaindicate the presence of severd locationd criteria(dope, soil drainage, proximity to
wetlands) that are favorable for the presence of Native Stes. The schodl islocated on a
well drained, level to moderatdly doping landscape, formedin glacid till depodts. The
aeaislocaed within 1,000 feet of Mill Brook that drains northessterly to Back Harbor
and Sandy Bay. Ingenerd, however, the potentia for locating significant ancient Native
American resources on the school property islow. Any Native American resourcesthat
may have been located on the smdl schoadl 1ot (7,000 square feet) were likely destroyed
by school congtruction.

A low to moderate potentia exists for locating significant historic archaeologica
resources on the school property. Additional documentary reseerch combined with field
testing may locate structura evidence or archaeologica features rdated to outbuildings
and priviesthat might exist behind the school on the southwest portion of the property.
Archaeologica evidence of awell may dso exist Snce town water was not provided until
1895.

(end)
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8. Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria

(Mark "x"in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

X A Property is associated with events that have
made a significant contribution to the broad
patterns of our history.

_ B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the worl< of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x"in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

A owned by religious institution or used for

religious purposes.

removed from its original location.

a birthplace or grave.

a cemetery.

a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

a commemorative property.

less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

OTMMOOW

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

County and State Essex, MA

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Education
Community Planning and Development

Architecture

Period of Significance
1865-1954

Significant Dates

1865-1866

1869, 1890. 1900-04. 1906. 1908
1929

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A
Architect/Builder

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS): HPCA 11332

preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

previously listed in the National Register

previously determined eligible by the National
Register

designated a National Historic Landmark

recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering

Record #

Primary location of additional data:

_XState Historic Preservation Office
_ Other State agency
_ Federal agency
_ Local government
_University
__ Other
Name of repository:
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The old Rockport High School possessesintegrity of location, design, setting, materids,
workmanship, feeling, and association. It issgnificant for its associaion with the
devdopment of Rockport's school sysem, as an example of early wooden school
congtruction, and for its continuing use a acommunity meeting place in Rockport snce
the first quarter of the 20”* century. The building meets Criteria A and C for listing on the
National Regiger of Historic Hacesand is of local significance.

Rockport was originally part of the First Parish of Gloucester, and not permanently
settled until 1690, primarily byfishermen.The first schodl to serve the Rockport areawas
built in 1725. In 1794 gpproximately 700 people lived inthe parish supported by the
maritime trades. By 1804 Gloucester had been divided into even school districts, three
of which were located inwhat would eventudly become Rockport. In 1827, the town's
ssoond maor industry, that of quarrying granite, began and in 1840 the town of Rockport
wes incorporated. At that time the population sood a 2,650 and the town contained six
school digtricts primarily serviced by small, one-story wood frame structures. I1n 1855
Rockport abolished its existing district school sysem and adopted agraded system.
Because of this, it was necessary to establish ahigh schoal. Previoudy, a high schoal,
begun in 1849, had met inthe vestry of the Congregationd Church. In 1857 a public
high school was organized, but it was not until 1865 that abuilding was congructed just
for high school sudents. By 1870, Rockport's population hed increesed to 3,904, a47.3
% increase, due primarily to Irish and Canadian immigrantswho had arrived to work in
the quarrying industry. By 1885 as the population steadily increased, there were fourteen
schoals in Rockport. In 18935 the town had 5,289 resdents including local Y ankees, Irish,
and Canadian immigrants as well as othersfrom Scandinavia, Russa, Gresat Britain, and
Scotland. Around the turn of the 20™ century, the quarrying and fishing industries
declined and tourism began to grow. The naturd beauty and rocky shoresinspired many
writers and artigts, as well as wedthy families, to come goend their summearsin Rockport.

(continued)
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Large tourist hotds as well as family edateswere condructed. By around 1915 the
town's populafion had declined to 4,351. Y et the tourism industry and Rockport's artistic
colony continued to grow and the town began its transformation from working dasscity
to artistic haven. Today the town, with a population of 6,338, isamagor North Shore
tourist destination and features an active arts colony.

The Old Rockport High School served as aschool from 1866 through 1926, when anew
high school was built and the old structure closed. 1n 1929, through the efforts of the
newly formed Rockport Garden Club, the building was reopened as the Rockport
Community House, agathering place for local groups in the town. The building still
srvesthat function today.

While mogt of the early one-room schoolhouses were demolished or sold by the town, the
old high schoal originally condructed in 1865, survived, abeit dramaticaly dtered. The
building was originally built as asmall, wood-frame, one-story, one-room, schoolhouse.
In 1869, due to overcrowding, the building was expanded by raising it up about twelve
feet and constructing anew first floor below the original one. Thiscan be seen inthe attic
where the larger, front gabled roof was smply built over the smdler origina roof that
still survives to this day. Although built a a high school, a various times the building
housad primary (grades 1-3), grammear (grades 7-9), and high school (grades 10-12)
dases

In 1890, overcrowding became a problem again. Further adding to the goece crunch was
the introduction of Chemistry and Physics to the high school curriculum, necessitating
laboratory space. A two-story addition with no attic or besemeant was congructed a the
rear of the building (eech story containing one room). The first floor was ussd for
additional dassroom space, the seoond for aminimal laboratory goece that was probably
limited to teaching demondrations until the 1908 addition was completed. In 1894, a
small, triangular piece of land, off the southwest dde of the property, was sold from the
origina lot.

(continued)
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By 1900 the town, and school, were not in compliance with the Sate sanitary and school
laws. The building did not have indoor plumbing or insde toilets; the Sudents and staff
ussd outhouses. It was dso overcrowded and had poor ventilation. Over afour-year
period, from 1900 to 1904, these conditions were corrected. In 1900 work was begun on
anarrow addition built on the northeest sde of the building to housea gtairhal. This
solved the overcrowding problem by moving the sairway out of the main block of the
building, thereby gaining additional cassroom goace Two satsof dairs were constructed,
one behind the other. The front st is actualy the old 1889 daircase, recycled. The two
entrances on the front of the building were turned into windows and the main entranceto
the building was relocated to the new stairhal wing. In 1902, asmdl room was enclosed
a the top front of the stairhall to make an additional, abeit very smal dassroom.
Between 1901 and 1903 aventilation, heating, and plumbing system were added; this
required excavation of the basament to a uniform eight-foot depth, and it was hereinthe
besament that indoor bathrooms were constructed.

Unfortunately, the schoal still did not function well, due to overcrowding, even after the
renovations. By 1908 asmadll, two-story, wood-frame addition was congtructed behind
the 1900 stairhall. Thefirst floor was usaed as atyping room; the second becamethe
chemigtry laboratory. Electric lights were added in 1912 and 1913. By 1919. again, more
overcrowding resulted in dassesbeing held in rented goecesthroughout the town.
Physicd education dassesnewly introduced into the curriculum aso necessitated renting
Soace By 1922, dasseswere held inamorning and afternoon sesson. Findly, in 1920, a
new high school was proposed s amemorid to those who hed fought in World Wer |. 1t
was finally congtructed in 1926 (listed on the National Regiser 5/30/1997)) and the old
high school dosed the same year. It remained empty until 1929 when the newly formed
Rockport Garden Club led the effort to have the town designate the building as a
community meeting soece Soon they were joined by the aso newly formed Sandy Bay
Historical Society which opened their first mussum in the building.

In 1931 apractice cannon from the U.SS Congtitution was purchased by the Sandy Bay
Historical Society and placed in front of the building. The cannon sits on a wooden
cariage with iron wheds (photo #12). A dedication ceremony was held on 24 August

(continued)
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1931 with an addressby Rear Admiral LouisM. Nulton. The dedication plate atached to
the cannon carriage reeds 'This cannon from the U.SS Condtitution, "Old Ironsdes,”
was presented to the Sandy Bay Historical Society by descendentsof the first settler,
Richard Tarr, and dedicated August 20, 1931."

Soon after becoming a community meeting house, the Rockport Community Leegue was
formed to handle the adminigtration of the building. The old schodl is till actively used
& amedting place. The Sandy Bay Historical Society continues to hold its monthly
meetings inthe old schooal, but inthe 1980srdocated its museum to another building.
The Rockport Garden Club still usssthe building, as doesthe Community Chorus,
mesting inthe building snce 1933. Throughout the years many additiona groups have
usd the old school as well, and continue to do o today.

Archaeological Significance

Historic archaeologica resources described above may contribute important information
related to education and the socid, cultural, and economic characteristics of Rockport's
inhabitants from the mid-19"" through early 20" centuries. Detailed andys's of the
contents of occupationd related features (trash depodts, privies, wells) may identify
artifactsand other types of information and patterning related to methods and techniques
usd ineducation. Important information may dso exist related to the extra-curricular
activities and social, cultural, and economic characteristics of sudents and by
extrgpolation the larger Rockport population. Artifacts and occupationd related features
may aso contain evidence reated to architectura features of the school. Potentialy
dtratified deposits may key activitiesand artifactsto specific periods of use and activities
a the schoadl.

(end)
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(end)



Name of Property Old Rockport High School County, State Essex, MA

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property less than one acre

UTM References See continuation sheet.
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

119 366980 4723600 3.
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting

See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)
Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.;

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Jane Garolan, Preservation Consultant, with Betsy Friedberg, NR Director, MHC

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date  March 2004
street & number 220 Morrissev Boulevard telephone 617-727-8470
city or town  Boston state  MA zip code 02125

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:
Continuation Sheets
Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous
resources.
Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name Town of Rockport
street & number 34 Broadway .telephone 978-546-6786

city or town Rockport state  MA zip code 01966

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of
Historic Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing
listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act,
as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq ).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response
including the time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form.
Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division,
National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of Management and Budget,
Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.

Northing

Northing
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
Verbal Boundary Description

The nominated property occupies Rockport Town Parcd 18530 and includes
approximately 7,000 square feet. The exact boundaries are delineated on an attached
map.

Boundary Justification

The boundaries include the entire town lot that hes been historically associated with the
Old Rockport High School.

(end)

PHOTOGRAPHS

front devation

northeest elevation and rear of building
northwest elevation and reer of building
corner of rear and northwest elevation
northwest eevation

northwest elevation

northwest eevation

interior view, first floor front meeting room
interior view, first floor front meeting room
interior view of front entrance

interior view of hall saircase

ceremonial cannon from U.S.S. Constitution
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The Commonwealth of M assachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
M assachusetts Historical Commission

22PQ

March 29, 2004

Ms. Carol Shull

National Regigter of Historic Haoes
Depatment of the Interior

Nationa Pak Service

1201 Eye Street, NW, 8" floor
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Ms. Shull:
Endosed please find the following nomination form:
Old Rockport High School, 58 Broadway, Rockport (Essex), MA

The nomination hes been voted eligible by the State Review Board and hes bean sgned by the
State Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending State
Review Board condderation 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to comment.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Friedberg
National Regigter Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

enclosure

cC Jae Gadan, conaultant
Gwen Sephenson, Rockport Community House
Robata Paing Rockpart Higtoricd Commisson
ChadesClark, Rodkport Board of Sdedimen
Samud Coulboume, Rockport Hanning Boad

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.state.ma.us/sec/mhc



