Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM
(Type all entries —complete applicable  sections)
flI> NAME
C OMMON:

Elm Park

AND/OR HISTORIC:

2. LOCATION

STREET ANDNUMBER:

See Continuation Sheet attached

CITY OR TOWN:

W or cester

cou

M assachusetts 20

3- CLASStFICATION

CATEGORY

OWNERSHIP
(Check  One)

?C] District . Building 3 Public Public Acquisition:

Site . Structure Private I 1 In Process

Object Both

PRESENT USE CChec/t One or More as Appropriate)

K] Pak

i 1 Private Residence

I I Agricultural rn  Government

1 1 Commercial I | Industrial

Q

Entertainment il

11
Q

Educational Military r~| Religious

Museum \ | Scientific

H. OWNER OF PROPERTY

OWNER'S NAME:

City of Worcester

STREET ANDNUMBER:

City Hall
CITY OR TOWN:
W or cester

LOCATION OF"LEGAL
COURTHOUSE,

4tten: Park Coaaniason

[5. "DESCRIPTION

REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC:

Regi stry of Deeds,

Sr1 Kic.E1 A,MD NUMBEI -

Worcester County Court Houae

CITY OR TOWN:

W or cester

6. REPRESfINTATIAN IN EXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE OF SURVEY:

M assachusetts Historical

DATE OF SURVEY; 1QosS
DEPOSITORY FORSURVEY RECORDS:

Federal

W or cester

I 1 Being Considered

NN ssachusetts

COUNTYT

W or cester

FOR NPS USE ONLY
ENTRY NUMBER

o/ N PVAY

NTY:

0:-17

ACCESSIBLE
TO THE PUBLIC

STATUS

Al Yes:

Occupied

Unoccupied Restricted

I 1 Preservation work A\ Unrestricted

in progress No

(1
Other

Transportation I | Comments

(Specify)

STATE:

Mass. 20

M ass. 20

CoHunlsson State Inventory

|~

State . County . Local

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Office of Secretary

STREET ANDNUMBER:

State House, Beacnn Strp”t.

CITY OR TOWN:

Boston

STATE:

CODE

20

Mass.

aN

NO



|7. DESCRIPTION

(Check One)

Excellent E Good . Fair . Deteriorated . Ruins . Unexposed
CONDITION
(Check One) fCftec* One)
Altered " Unaltered Moved E Original Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Park consists of twoparcels, theoriginal Park, bounded by E m
Russel |, Highland and Park, deeded t othe City by Levi Lincoln

and John Harmond i n 1854, and t he 60 acre 1888 addition of the
area called Newton Hill, fromwhich was cut 20 acres for the
Dougherty Hi gh School and about 8 acres for street w dening.

It was purchased i n 1854, devel oped i n 1874, and enlarged i n 1888.



SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD CChecfc  One or More as

Pre-Columbian 1

15th Century

SPECIFIC DATE<S) (If  Applicable

AREAS OF  SIGNIFICANCE (Check

Appropriate)

16th Century

17th Century

Known)

or JWore as Appropriate)

18th Century

3 19th Century

20th Century

Abor iginal r~] Education Potiticol £2 Urbon Plarmtng
i 1 Prehistoric I [ Engirteering Religion/Phi- Other CSpecifr>
n Historic I t Industry losophy

[ I Agriculture (t invention { i Science

I | Architecture " Landscape [ 1 Sculpture

Art

(I Commerce
[

jcH

Communicotions

Conservation

Architecture [

Literature
Mititory

Music rn

Social/Human-
itarian
Theater

Transportation

STATEMENT

OF SIGNIFICANCE

The claim that KimPark is thefirst public park in Arerica naturally
turns' ondefinitions of first, public (acquired andadm nistered by
a-nmunicipality), andpark (exclusively recreational). Though this
claimis nade by a plaque in the Park, onthe basis of land
acquisition nade and conpleted in 1854, Central Park in New York
counters with aland acquisition begun in 1853, though not conpleted
until 1856, sind other clainms are nade el sewhere. But the historic
inportance of KimPark i s not only an arguable claim to national
priority and a positive onet ostate priority but itslocal inp<rt-
ance as a | andmark i n park devel opnent. Edward Wnal cw Lincoln,
Comm ssi oner of Shade Trees, 1870-1885, of Parks, 1885t ohis

death in 1895, rade B mPark a nodel, with ponds, wal ks, m xed

use of native andforeign trees andshrubs. Wen Newton HilL

was “dcled t oEl mPari™it, too, becarae a nodel park, itstree-covered
drumin contrasting with the original lowIlying section. Qut of
this original p™chase of 28 acres grew a park system of over

1000 acres, inwhich the citizens of Wrcester take great pride.

The records of the Park Conm ssion speak of El mPark, which Edward
Wnsl ow Lincoln "thought and wought” anddirect that it shall

be kept as he originally planned it. Lincoln's careful planning

of the 1870's was a nodel andaninspirationlater generations

have followed.






Form 10-300a UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Massachusetts

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES  c°ounMTY

Worcester
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

(Continuation  Sheet)

(Number all  entries)

Bounded by: El mStreet, Russell Street, Highland Street, Pleasant
Street, andprivate properties onthe Wst andNorth of Federal and
Marmon Pl aces, and excluding the property of the Wrcester H gh
School onHighland Street.

9.
Draper, Janes, "The Parks and Pl aygrounds of Wrcester."  The
Wrcester Magazine (April, 190l)
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Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE

(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Massachusetts
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES COUNTY
Worcester

N

PROPERTY MAP FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

7-ASTAV  1217))

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)

NAME

ElIm Park
AND/OR HISTORIC:
LOCATION

STREET AND NUMBER:

Sep Cnrt.-i nnati nn Sheet attached

CITY OR TOWN:

Worcester
Mass, 20 Worce St &j>-y 027
MAP REFERENCe
‘Lit:/ O ,'orcester-r:'irn FarK. ILaVE /,
SCALE: 1:100 , photo Sat ical 1V redneed hy 2fipr
DATE: | Of 4* " ' (-

REQUIREMENTS

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.
3. Latitude and longitude reference.









INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

Form 10-301 - UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

STATE

Massachusetts

NATIONAL REG!STER’ OF HISTORIC PLACES

COUNTY
Worcester

PROPERTY MAP FORM

- FOR NPS USE ONLY

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)

ENTRY NUMBER

720 0727

COMMON: Elm Park

AND/OR HISTORIC

STREET AND NUM BER

See Continuation Sheet 4ttached

CiITY OR TOWN:

Worcester

STATE: copE |COUNTY:

Massachusetts A Q

ter

CODE

SOURCE: . @—Lg@
USGS Worcester North, Mass. o 4.

LEn
scaLE: 1. 214.'.000 /< ¥ h)fpf'nlr'ﬂ f’i/)\
oare. 7 SEHYES]

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.
3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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Hon. John F X. Dtivorcu

Secretary of the ConrrfOiwedth
Cliciinnan

NSasocht;1ScttB il storlcal CodrjlJSdoa
Boston, 2-iassachusetts 02133

Bear |!r. Davoren:

Ue are pleased to inform you that the historic properties listed on
the enclosiure have been placed on the Ifetiocal Begister of Historic
Places. Senators Edward M. Kennedy and Mvard VJ Brooke and the
PTmroprtLfite K«=i-nresentntives have RIso 'be«n notified. Please with-
hold eny publicity onthis mtil you have received a carbon copy

of the Congressionial correopoadence.

Sincerely yours.

Ernest Allen Connally
Cliief, Office of Archeology
eai Historic Preservation

Enclosure

JUL 1 190
Errtered i n tiie Hatlonal Register

oCX
HR

EGaxgbcinra 6/2V 70 BASC FILE KCTABED EJHR



Properties added to the Katlonal Register of Historical Places

MSSAHEHE TS
Pitzliugh Lane House d oucester, Massachusetts
Trinity Chiurch Bost on, Massachusetts

Hn Park \Wr cest er, Massachusetts
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JL 14 ™

lioa. iSaroM B. Donaiiim
Houee of EereiHiint&tives
Wasaiiigtcai, B. G.
r«er Mr. De»ohu«:

ael pletised to Inftxrrsyou ~«tt]
ass been rHacdnated by the State | 4ai s« Officer appointed by the
Cloveacor I'or the li#l®Bmitatioaof th« Batioml Htatorlc Ircseryation
frogawm ia l4assacliusetta med has been entered into tri« .latioml
Kegister of Historic Klaeca. Sesatcars Mvard M. Kennedy and Edmrd W.
Brootoe liave also been provided with this infO3wati<ai. By copy of this
letter, t.ie State Liaison Officer, iioa. J*m F. X. Davoren, Secretary
of the Cocaoiwealtli, Chairftsmi, Jtossaclittsetts Historical C«i«iisBlaa,
Boston, Hsassacixisstts CM33, has likewise been notified, h leaflet

cxplainini the ]*itloml Begister is enclosed.

Sincerely yours,

("0) GEE 6. WRUOG R

DISTRctor

l[irloswe

: o N JUL 1
Mt<KP" in tt® mtic«jal Kcfii&ter

cc' it
Hon. John F. X. Davoren, Secretary of the CoMiionwedth, Chairnian,
Ivlassachusetts HIBtorical Comiission, Boston, mssacnusetts 0M33
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JUL U 190

Hon. rdwurd H. riennedy
United btatca L«natft
AiLiliinGton, C.

Leur Senator <enadyt

Vj? A” pleaced to Infom you that t~e hlatctrlic propetie/= listed on .
the cncdosxare have been narJjaated by ti:e Stot« Liaison Ofricer
appointed by the Govrmor for the I2xilcrr jetrtatlon of the Z~ational id.
[lietcrlc Prcsc2'.'atlon Provisraa | n Itoasachusetta eid i“ve b«en cntcr «i
into the liatioiail Begister of Klstorlo Pisces. Ccnator Hivi*rd V.
BrcKjl;e and the cpproprlute Beprescntativea have also been provided
vith this inrctr.jatlosa. Ly copy of this Ict'tcr, the Gtote 1JLaison g
Officer, Jfen. John F. X. Iwvceren, E.ccretary of the Cocnionvealtht 1
Chertaan, Jfeao& axUfletta Hizjtarical Co;:ii-J.83lon, Bonton™ K acsachusctts

02133, haa IU:<svise betai notified. A leaflet explaining the IJational

ScclBter In enclosed.

Sinccj-dy  yours, -

Blrcctcr

Baclodur ea

intcred in the |Jatlwial BeMloter

cc: .

Hon. John F. X Davorea, Eccretary of the Cocnonweal th, Chalrcian,
MasoachuDctts Historical Corrulaaion, Boston, Maasnchui setta 02133

Duplicate letter sentto: Hon. Ecluard W Brook© it

Ualted Ctates Senate ~ZI1Z"
Vdshl n£;ton, D C

NAAFAIN teef-AL APTINIAXE! AT L



fi-operties added to the rational r... .

Tltz-his® Lace :lou3«
Trinity Church

-"Tixonai Register of Historleai Pl -

Gloucester, Massachusetts
Loctoa, |,toccach«”.tt3
V,orcester, |-lasoachusetts
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Tdegam Fhotc by RCHARD F. OVENS
The view from the Russell Street side of ElIm Park.

pa
&S rmiecmntotim rgi1?

Worcester's Elm Park, sad t(i dese of land for z public park | After tlie EIm Park area was
be the first land st adde for'in the United States," according !desded to Worcester in 1834 the;
d public pak in the United:to a plaque locaed near thelparks wes desgned ad devd-|
Saes, was placed an the naj RusHl Strest entrance. Clamslopad by Edward Window Lin-1
tiond Reggde o Higoiica that the park was actudly the'coir.,, Worceser's commissoner:
Raoss duly 1, officids o the first public park in the country o shede trees, in 1874, accord-
Nationd Park Service in Wedr have ben chdlenged by chamt ing to information supplied by
ington said yedterday. pons o Centrd Pak iniSav Massschusdts when it nomi-
This listing will protect thcj York ad the Bogon Common. trgt%ntr;ﬁglirﬁgr f;jreral pro-
nrca from highway and urban’ T 110N atiOnal Georghie year.
renewa project, or ay projects Magezine hes ranked 1 Jodoa . Bxpended In 188
financed by federa funds or li- Cammon the oldest, saying it Tlie park wes expanded with
censd by the govenment in wes st adde for pul.c pegture tlio induson of ® acresdf Noa-
Washington, Park Savice offi- infIDC4)According to tlie Amari- jton Hill land in 1853 Doherly
cids sad. cart-Antiquarian Sodiety, Can High Schod wes built on New

The city's acquidition of Elm tral Park wesnt established un- ton Hill inlecent years, opening
Park in 135 "wes tlie first pur- til 1858 in 1955



1. Town Wo7-cester

Name of -irea (if any) "AL rark

2. Photo (3x3- or 3x5
St:;le 10 left side oi f-'Aim
photo i;amber

3. General dare or period 1854, 1888

4. 1? -irea uniiorni (e>rplain):
in style? n/a®
in condition ? Y
in t>-pe of ownership? y”s
in use ? yes

5. Map. Use space below to draw a general map of the area involved. Indicate any historic
properties forwhich individual reports are completed on Forms B tliru F, using corres-
ponding numbers. Show street names (including route numbers, if any) and indicate north.
Indicate -.nth an "x- existing houses not inventoried on Form B.

Tiiis area is Listed in the National "Register of Historic Places; please refer
to the nomination form

DO NOT WRITE IN THIS SPACE 6. Recorded by Richard Hale
USGS Quadrant
Organization Mass. Histoorical Commission

MHC Photo no.
Date 1970

(over)

A.j-'h 1465









Please refer to the map in the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000304



