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C O U N T Y r 
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E N T R Y N U M B E R 

fl> NAME 
•/ • ̂ : PV^ Y 

C O M M O N : 

Elm Park 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

2. LOCATION 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

See Continuation Sheet attached 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Worcester 

Massachusetts 20 

C O U N T Y : 

Worcester 0:-l7 
3- C L A S S t F I C A T I O N 

U 

OC 

Z 

CATEGORY 

(Check One) 

?C] D i s t r i c t • B u i l d i n g 

• Site • S t ruc ture 

• O b j e c t 

OWNERSHIP 

3 Public 

• P r i v a t e 

• Bo th 

Pub l i c A c q u i s i t i o n : 

I I In P rocess 

I 1 B e i n g Cons ide red 

STATUS 

A ] Occup ied 

i I Unoccup ied 

I I P rese rva t i on work 

i n p r o g r e s s 

ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC 

Y e s : 

R e s t r i c t e d 

A \ U n r e s t r i c t e d 

• No 

PRESENT USE CChec/t One or More as Appropriate) 

I I A g r i c u l t u r a l 

1 1 Commerc ia l 

1 I Educa t i ona l 

Q En te r ta inment 

r n Government 

I I I ndus t r i a l 

Q M i l i t a r y 

i I Museum 

K ] Park 

i 1 P r i v a t e Res idence 

r~| R e l i g i o u s 

\ I S c i e n t i f i c 

( 1 Transportation 

• Other (Specify) 

I I Comments 

H . OWNER OF P R O P E R T Y 

O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

City of Worcester 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

City Hall 4tten: Park Coaaniasion 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Worcester 
[_5. L O C A T I O N O F " L E G A L " D E S C R I P T I O N 

S T A T E : 

Mass. 20 

C O U R T H O U S E , R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S , E T C : 

Registry of Deeds, 

CO 
CD , » • 
o 
CD 
a> 
r i -
c+ 
Cfl 

S r K fc. E 1 A ,M D N U M B E i -

Worcester County Court Houae 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Worcester 

6. R E P R E S f i N T A T I d N IN E X I S T I N G SURVEYS 

Mass. 20 

T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

Massachusetts Historical CoHunlssion State Inventory 
D A T E OF S U R V E Y ; I Q o S • Federa l | ^ State • County • L o c a l 

D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission, O f f i c e o f Secre tary 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

Sta te House, Beacnn Strp^t . 
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|7. DESCRIPTION 

C O N D I T I O N 

(Check One) 

• E x c e l l e n t E Good • Fa i r • De te r i o ra ted • Ru ins • U nexposed 

(Check One) 

• A l t e r e d ^ U n a l t e r e d 

fC f tec * One) 

• Moved E Original Site 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The Park consists of two parcels, the original Park, bounded by Elm, 
Russell, Highland and Park, deeded to the City by Levi Lincoln 
and John Hammond i n 1854, and the 60 acre 1888 addition of the 
area called Newton H i l l , from which was cut 20 acres for the 
Dougherty High School and about 8 acres for street widening. 
I t was purchased i n 1854, developed i n 1874, and enlarged i n 1888. 



SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD CChecfc One or More as Appropriate) 

• P r e - C o l u m b i a n 1 • 1 6 t h C e n t u r y 

• 1 5 t h C e n t u r y • 1 7 t h C e n t u r y 

• 1 8 t h C e n t u r y 

3 1 9 t h C e n t u r y 

• 2 0 t h C e n t u r y 

SPECIFIC DATE<S) (If Applicable and Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or JWore as Appropriate) 

A b o r i g i n a l 

i 1 P r e h i s t o r i c 

n H i s t o r i c 

[ I A g r i c u l t u r e 

I I A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• Art 

( I C o m m e r c e 

[ I C o m m u n i c o t i o n s 

j c H C o n s e r v a t i o n 

r~] E d u c a t i o n 

I [ E n g i r t e e r i n g 

I t I n d u s t r y 

( t i n v e n t i o n 

^ L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

I I L i t e r a t u r e 

• M i t i t o r y 

I 1 M u s i c 

• P o t i t i c o l 

• R e l i g i o n / P h i ­

l o s o p h y 

{ i Science 

[ 1 S c u l p t u r e 

[ I S o c i a l / H u m a n ­

i t a r i a n 

r~ l T h e a t e r 

r n T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

£ 2 U r b o n P l a r m t n g 

• O t h e r C S p e c i f r > 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

U 

The claim that Kim Park is the f i r s t public park i n America naturally 
turns' on definitions of f i r s t , public (acquired and administered by 
a-municipality), and park (exclusively recreational). Though this 
claim is made by a plaque i n the Park, on the basis of land 
acquisition made and completed in 1854, Central Park i n New York 
counters with a land acquisition begun in 1853, though not completed 
u n t i l I856, sind other claims are made elsewhere. But the historic 
importance of Kim Park i s not only an arguable claim to national 
p r i o r i t y and a positive one to state p r i o r i t y but i t s local imp<>rt-
ance as a landmark in park development. Edward Winalcw Lincoln, 
Commissioner of Shade Trees, 1870-1885, of Parks, 1885 to his 
death in 1895, made Elm Park a model, with ponds, walks, mixed 
use of native and foreign trees and shrubs. When Newton HilL 
was ^dcled to Elm Pari^ i t , too, becarae a model park, i t s tree-covered 
drumlin contrasting with the original low-lying section. Out of 
this original p'̂ '̂chase of 28 acres grew a park system of over 
1000 acres, i n which the citizens of Worcester take great pride. 
The records of the Park Commission speak of Elm Park, which Edward 
Winslow Lincoln "thought and wrought" and direct that i t shall 
be kept as he originally planned i t . Lincoln's careful planning 
of the 1870's was a model and an inspiration later generations 
have followed. 
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Massachusetts 
C O U N T Y 

Worcester 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

7- ^>7^V I?///?/) 
1. NAME 

Elm Park 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

2., LOCATION 

U 

m 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

Sep Cnrt.-i n n a t i nn Sheet a t t a c h e d 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Worcester 

Mass, 20 Worce St ,&j°--y 0 2 7 
3. MAP REFERENCe 

S O U R C E : , , . , . , , . . . r > 
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H30-aR 

Hon. John F- X. Dtivorcu 
Secretary of the ConrrfOiwealth 
Cliciinnan 
^5assocht;lScttB i i l s to r l ca l CosirjlJSsloa 
Boston, 2-iassachusetts 02133 

Bear l!r. Davoren: 

Ue are pleased to inform you that the his tor ic properties l i s t ed on 

the enclosiure have been placed on the Ifetiocal Begister of Historic 

Places. Senators Edward M. Kennedy and Mvard VJ. Brooke and the 

PTmroprtLfite K«=i-nresentntives have Rlso 'be«n n o t i f i e d . Please wi th ­

hold eny publ ic i ty on th i s m t i l you have received a carbon copy 

of the Congressionial correopoadence. 

Sincerely yours. 

Ernest Allen Connally 
Cliief, Office of Archeology 

eai Historic Preservation 

Enclosure 

JUL 1 1970 
Errtered i n tiie Hatlonal Register 

OCX 

HR 

EGaxsiblc:inra 6/2 V70 BASIC FILE KCTABED EJ HR 



Properties added to the Katlonal Register of Historical Places 

MASSACHUSEITS 

Pitzliugh Lane House 
Trinity Chiurch 
Hm Park 

Gloucester, Massachusetts 
Boston, Massachusetts 
Worcester, Massachusetts 
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JUL 14 ™ 

iioa. iSaroM B. Donoiiim 
Houae of Ee^reiHiint&tives 
Wasaiiigtcai, B. G. 

r«er Mr. Dc»ohu«: 

are! pletised to Inftxrrs you ^«tt j 

ass been rHacdnated by the State I 4 a i s « Officer appointed by the 

CJovercor I'or the li#l®Bmitatioa of th« Bat ioml Htatorlc Ircseryation 

frogawm i a I4assacliusetta mad has been entered into t*i«; . l a t ioml 

Kegister of Historic Klaeca. Seaatcars Mvard M. Kennedy and Edmrd W. 

Brootoe liave also been provided with th is inf03wati<ai. By copy of th i s 

l e t t e r , t.ie State Liaison Off icer , iioa. J^m F. X. Davoren, Secretary 

of the Cocaoiwealtli, Chairftsmi, Jtossaclittsetts Historical C«i«iisBlaa, 

Boston, Hsassacixissetts C^133, has likewise been no t i f i ed , h l ea f l e t 

cxplainini the ]* i t loml Begister i s enclosed. 

Sincerely yours, 

(^0) GEORGE 6. WRUOG. JR. 

DlSTRctor 

l i ^ l o s w e 

Mt<KP^ i n t t ^ mtic«jal Kcfii&ter 
JUL 1 

CC' jt 

Hon. John F. X. Davoren, Secretary of the CoMiionwealth, Chairnian, 
Ivlassachusetts HlBtorical Comiission, Boston, mssacnusetts 0^133 
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S30-SR 

JUL U 1970 

?4 
p 

t3t 

Hon. rdwurd H. riennedy 
United btatca L«natft 
^'i.:liinGton, C . 

Leur Senator .<.enncdyt 

Vj? A^ pleaced to Infom you that t̂ -;e hlatctrlc propertiev=> listed on .. 

the cnclosxare have been narJjaated by ti:e Stot« Liaison Ofricer 

appointed by the Govrmor for the l2;xilcrr.jetrtatlon of the Z^ational 

Ilietcrlc Prcsc2''.'atlon Prcvi;raa In Itoasachusetta eiid i^ve b«en cntcr«i 

into the liatioiail Begister of Klstorlo Pisces. Ccnator Hlvî rd V. 

Q BrcKjl;e and the cpproprlute Beprescntativea have also been provided 

vlth this inrctr.jatlosa. Ly copy of this Ict'tcr, the Gtote IJLaison 

Officer, Jfcn. John F . X. Iwvcrcn, E.ccretary of the Cocnionvealtht 

Chelrtaan, Jfeao&cixUfletta Hizjtarical Co;:ii-J.83lon, Bonton^ Kacsachusctts 

02133, haa lU:<svise betai notified. A leaflet explaining the IJational 

ScclBter In enclosed. 

Sinccj-dy yours, ^-

Baclodurea 

intcred in the IJatlwial Be^loter 

Blrcctcr 

' d H i 
cc: 
Hon. John F. X. Davorea, Eccretary of the Cocnonwealth, Chalrcian, 

MasoachuDctts Historical Corrulaaion, Boston, Maasnchuisetta 02133 

Duplicate l e t t e r sent to: Hon. Ecluard W. Brook© 
Ualted C^ates Senate 
Washln£;ton, D. C. 

;,..'i;»̂ .f~.f~. 

~ZiZ'' 

..^AAf^i.!^ '••-f-A:.AP!ihi^x}"Ai;.^:.. 

i 
-I 
id. 
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'^4 
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fi-operties added to the rational r . . . . ^ 
-î Tixonai Register of Historleai P I -

Tltz-his^ Lace :!ou3« 
Trinity Church Gloucester, Massachusetts 

Loctoa, I,to«cach«^.tt3 
V,orcester, I-Iasoachusetts 

.r f i: 



/ ^> . ( / j; 7u 

'••Y'Y'Y 'cP'/Z/r/ 
- • ' i / / - . ' A"'.,. >:A. '--v • J 

Telesram Photc by RICHARD F. OV/ENS 

The view from the Russell Street side of Elm Park. 

p a 

es rmiecmn to tim rsri? 
Worcester's Elm Park, said t(i 

be the first land set aside for' 
a" public park in the United: 
States, was placed on the na-j 
tional Register of Histoiical 
.Places July 1, officials of the 
National Park Service in Wash­
ington said yesterday. 

This listing will protect thcj 
nrca from highway and urban' 
renewal project, or any projects; 
financed by federal funds or li­
censed by the government in 
Washington, Park Service offi­
cials said. 

The city's acquisition of Elm 
Park in 1G55 "was tlie first pur­

chase of land for z public park 
in the United States," according 
to a plaque located near the 
Russell Street entrance. Claims 
that the park was actually the 
first public park in the country 
have been challenged by cham­
pions of Central Park in iS'ew 
York and the Boston Common. 

T II 0 N a t i 0 n a 1 Georaphie 
Magazine has ranked IJostoa 
Co.mmon the oldest, saying it 
was__sct aside for pu'/.c pasture 
inflDC4)According to tlie Amcri-
cart-Antiquarian Society, Cen­
tral Park wasn't established un­
til 1858. 

I After tlie Elm Park area was 
!deeded to Worcester in 18.34, the; 
I parks was designed and devel-l 
loped by Edward Winslow Lin-1 
'coir., Worcester's commissioner: 
of shade trees, in 1874, accord­
ing to information supplied by 
Massachusetts when it nomi­
nated the park for federal pro­
tection earlier this year. 

Expanded In 1838 
Tlie park was expanded with 

tlio inclusion of GO acres of Ncvv-
jton Hill land in 18S3. Doherly 
High School was built on New­
ton Hill in lecent years, opening 
in 196i5. 



2. Photo (3x3- or 3x5'I 
St:;[)le 10 left side oi f-'.^im 
photo i;amber 

1. Town Wo7-cester 

Name of -irea (if any) ^ A L r ark 

3. General dare or period 1854 , 1888 

4. ]? -irea uniiorni (e.>rplain): 

in style? n/a^ 

in condition ? Y^^ 

in t>-pe of ownership? y^s 

in use ? yes 

5. Map. Use space below to draw a general map of the area involved. Indicate any historic 
properties for which individual reports are completed on Forms B tl iru F, using corres­
ponding numbers. Show street names (including route numbers, i f any) and indicate north. 
Indicate -.nth an "x- existing houses not inventoried on Form B. 

Tiiis area is Lis ted i n the National 
to the nomination form 

"Register of H i s t o r i c Places; please r e f e r 

DO NOT WRITE IN THIS SPACE 
USGS Quadrant 

MHC Photo no. 

6. Recorded by Richard Hale 

Organization Mass. Histoorical Commission 

Date 1970 

(over) 

^ - i - . : ' ^ 14 65 







Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000304 


