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NRIS Reference Number: 89001654 Date Listed: 7/2/9%92
Lake Carlos State Park . . . etc. Hist. Dist., Douglas Co., MN
Property Name County State

Minnesota State Park CCC/WPA/Rustic Style MPS
Multiple Name ’

This property is listed in the Natlonal Reg1ster of Historic
Places in accordance with the attached nomination documentation
subject to the following exceptions, exclusions, or amendments,
notwithstanding the National Park Service certification included
in the nomination documentation.
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Amended Items in Nomination:

The UTMs included another resource nominated separately and
needed changing. Points A and B remain the same, but the correct

UTM for point C is now:
Zone: 15 Easting: 318 300 Northing: 50 95 580

This information was provided by Susan Roth of the SHPO staff.

DISTRIBUTION:
National Register property file
Nominating Authority (without nomination attachment)
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Reglstratlon Form REGISTER

This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations of eligibility for individual properties or districts. See instructions in Guidelines
for Completing National Register Forms (National Register Bulletin 16). Complete each item by marking *“x’’ in the anpropriate box or by entering
the requested information. If an item does not apply to the property being documented, enter ‘“N/A" for ““not applicable.” For functions, styles, materials,
and areas of significance, enter only the categories and subcategories listed in the instructions. For additional space use continuation sheets

(Form 10-800a). Type all entries.

1. Name of Property
historic name Lake Carlos State Park WPA/Rustic Style Historic District

other names/site number Lake Carlos State Park

MAY L0 e =

2. Location

street & number 0ff Minnesota Highway 29 [__!not for publication N/ A
city, town Carlos Township Carlos [X]vicinity
state Minnesota code MN county Douglas code 041 zip code 56319
3. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
[ private [ building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
] public-local [X] district 2 1 buildings
m public-State D site . sites
D pubiic-Federal D structure 1 " structures

[] object __cbjects

3 1 Total

Name of related multiple pro Number of contributing resources previously

llsth
Minnesota State Bark CLC/WPA/Rustlc Style listed in the National Register __Q
Historic Resogurces
4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this
___] nominaticn D request for determjpation of flity, meets the dgcumentation standards for registering properties in the

National Register of Historic,Places eets ional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In my opinion, the property meet oe National)Register criteria. [Isee continuation heet/ q
T
¥

Lo
Signature of certifying official  IanCR. étewar\t\ Deputy State Historic Date {

Preservation Officer

State or Federal agency and bureau Minnesota Historical Society

In my opinion, the property El meets [_|does not meet the National Register criteria. DSee continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
(l%ereby, certify that this property is:
entered in the National Register. 9 J/
See continuation sheet. % 4'6/'-9/ 7 / f *
Ddetermined eligible for the National : 77
Register. [ See continuation sheet.

[l determined not eligible for the
National Register.

{___] removed from the National Register.
[:l other, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions)
RECREATION/Qutdoor Recreation

LANDSCAPE/State Park

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
RECREATION/Outdoor Recreation

LANDSCAPE/State Park

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(enter categories from instructions)

Other: NPS Rustic Architecture

Materials (enter categories from .instructions)

foundation Stone
walls Stone

Wood
roof Asphalt
other

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

See Continuation Sheets

[X] see continuation sheet




8. Statement of Significance

Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

[Inationally [X | statewide [Tiocally
Applicable National Register Criteria X JA [ B8 X]c¢ []b

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [ JA [ 18 [Jc [Jpo [JE I

Significant Dates
1938

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance
Architecture 1938-1942
Recreation
Government

Cultural Affiliation

N/A
Significant Person Architect/Builder
N/A National Park Service

State of Minnesota

Works Proaress Administration

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

See Continuation Sheets

[X]see continuation sheet



9. Major Bibliographical References

Department of Natural Resources. Working Drawings and Specifications for
Buildings at Lake Carlos State Park. Bureau of Engineering. St. Paul,

Minnesota
State of Minnesota. Minnesota State Park, Parkway and Recreational Area

Study. 1938.

["]see continuation sheet
Previous documentation on file (NPS):

Dpreliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) - Primary location of additional data:
has been requested [ state historic preservation office
[ previously listed in the National Register . [:] Other State agency
[“Ipreviously determined eiigible by the National Register []Federal agency
Ddesignated a National Historic Landmark D Local government
D recorded by Historic American Buildings O University
Survey # : [Jother
[:]recorded by Historic American Engineering " Specify repository:
Record #

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of property _14 Acres

UTM References ~

ALD]| [318/100 (50096170 B [1,5 (31,8840 (509561670
Zone  Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

cl5 | [311,8)0,7,0§ |50]9,5340 3 I I T T I O A

[]see continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
The boundary for the Lake Carlos State Park WPA/Rustic Style Historic
District is shown as the heavy, cross-hatched line on the accompanying
map entitled, "Lake Carlos State Park." The boundary is defined by Lake
Carlos to the east, the inside edge of the park road to the west, and a
stream to the north, and a stream to the '

south. E] See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

The boundary includes the buildings that have been historically associatgd
with the property and that maintain historic integrity. The bouqdary defines
an area of the park developed by the Works Progress Administration.

]:]See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitie Rolf T. Anderson
organization ___N/A date April 13, 1992
street & number __ 212 West 3bth Street telephone 612-824-7807

city or-town Minneapolis state_Minnesota zip code 09408
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DESCRIPTION

The Lake Carlos State Park WPA/Rustic Style Historic District consists of
two buildings and one structure located along the northwest shore of Lake
Carlos in the public use area of the park. The park is situated on the
north end of Lake Carlos, east of the town of Carlos and to the north of
Alexandria. One non-contributing building is also included. Architects
for the park buildings were from the Central Design Office of the National
Park Service and the State of Minnesota.

Department of Natural Resources building identification numbers are placed
after the name of each building.

1. Structure: Water Tower 1-296 Builder: WPA
Architect: National Park Service Date: 1938-39

The Water Tower and Pump House consists of a 14'6" square section for the
Water Tower and an adjacent 11'6" x 10' one story section for the Pump
House. The tower is constructed with split stone which rises to a height
of 7'10" and is followed by a 10' frame section with vertical boards and
battens. The tower is capped by a hip roof which adds an additional 4' to

the building. Louvered openings are placed just under the eaves on both
the north and south facades. The entrance is sheltered by a canopy which
is supported by timber brackets. The pump house is also constructed with
split stone but is covered by a shed roof. The original casement windows

have been infilled.

2. Building: Sanitation Building 1-294 Builder: WPA
Architect: State of Minnesota Date: 1940

The Sanitation Building is a 28' x 18' structure covered with a gable
.roof. Split stone walls rise to a height of 3 1/2' with rough 10"
horizontal siding employed above the stonework. Board and batten siding
is utilized in the gable ends. Four-light casement windows which hinge at
the bottom are organized in pairs on all four sides of the building. The
stonework on the south (lake) facade extends beyond the end walls to
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form entrance screens. The screens are completed with vertical boards
which rest on the low stone walls. Lookouts project from the gables. The"
building's original wooden shingles have been replaced with asphalt and
new fixtures and skylights were added during a 1963 remodeling.

3. Building: Bath House 1-297 Builder: WPA
Architect: 0. Newstron Date: 1941-42

The Bath House is a standard design utilized in many state parks with
overall dimensions of 82'2" x 22'6". It consists of a split stone gable
roofed central section containing a concession, restrooms, and storage
areas flanked on either side by loggias which allow circulation through
the building. Partially enclosed changing wings were originally
constructed on either side of the building and could be accessed from the
loggias. The wings consisted of a low stone wall followed by 1" x 10"
rough siding "sawed irregular from native logs." The walls were completed
with a stone cap. The women's changing area, located on the west facade.
was 2'8" longer than the corresponding men's wing and also contained
individual changing booths. Foot showers were originally located in a
small indentation on both end walls.

A 7' counter for the concession was located on the lake facade. It was
sheltered by a canopy supported by timber brackets and could also be
closed with wooden shutters.

The changing wings have been removed, although the low stone walls remain
intact, and in 1974 a vending wing with a steel roll-up type door was
added to the east end of the building. Restrooms were added and now fill

the entire space once occupied by the concession space. Skylights were

also added.

4. Building: Shelter 1-295 Builder: Unknown
Architect: DNR ‘ ' Date: 1968

The Shelter is a 40'2" x 24'2" building constructed with 4" x 8" cedar

timber walls. Two 7'2" openings are placed on both the north and south
facades and one opening is placed on the east facade. The building is

covered with a gable roof. The Shelter is non-contributing.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Lake Carlos State Park WPA/Rustic Style Historic District is
historically significant for its association with the social, political,
and economic impact of the Great Depression and the subsequent development
of the various Federal Relief Programs such as the Works Progress
Administration which was responsible for its construction. The park
buildings are also historically significant for their association with the
development of the Minnesota state park system. The park was considered
an important link in the state park system by providing a recreational
facility located in one of the state's summer resort centers in west
central Minnesota. The park attracted a large local population as well as
tourists coming from other states. .

The Lake Carlos State Park WPA/Rustic Style Historic District is
architecturally significant for its examples of Rustic Style split stone
construction featuring irreplaceable labor intensive methods and finely
crafted detailing. These buildings are characterized by nonintrusive and
environmentally sensitive designs based on National Park Service design
philosophy and master planning.

Lake Carlos State Park was established in 1938 with funds appropriated by
the State Legislature in 1937. The park is one of fourteen established

between 1937 and 1938.
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