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Ownership of Property
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Cateqqry of Property
(Check only one box)

1
_ private | building(s)
X_ public-local | * X_district
_ Ppublic-State ~ _ site
_ public-Federal __ structure
_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC: Single Dwelling

GOVERNMENT: Public Works

RELIGION: Ceremonial site

AGRICULTURE: Agricultural field

INDUSTRY: Waterworks: Processing site
LANDSCAPE: Park; Forest: Unoccupied Land: Natural
feature

FUNNERARY: Grave

RECREATION: Outdoor recreation

7. Description
Architectural Classification

(Enter categories from instructions)

(unknown) N/A

Narrative Description

Essex, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
05 01 building
25 00 sites
21 06 structures
00 00 objects
51 07 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

0

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

SOCIAL: Meeting hall

GOVERNMENT: Public Works

FUNERARY: Graves

RECREATION: Sports facility: outdoor recreation
INDUSTRY: Waterwork

LANDSCAPE: Parking lot: Park: Garden: Forest:

Unoccupied land: Natural Feature

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation Stone, Brick, Concrete

walls Stone, Wood, Concrete
roof Stone, Asphalt
other
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7. DESCRIPTION

The Lynn Woods Historic Didtrict is a recregtiond area in the northem section of the City of Lynn,
Massachusetts an indudtria center located in Essex County, north of Boston between the towns of Saugus
and Lynnfield. The digtrict is centered between Waden Pond and Breed's Pond, the primary water
reservoirs for Lynn, with boundaries extending from Birch Pond and Walnut Sirest on the southwest.
Parkland Avenue and Breed's Pond on the southeedt. Greet WWoods Road and Bow Ridge to the northeest
and the Saugus and Lynnfield town lines on the northwest.

The district comprises approximately 2,200 acres of woodland, parkland, swampland and rockland within
Lynn marked by two parald granite ridges rising to 285 feet (640 meters) a Burill Hill and 286 feet a
Mt. Hermon with the water reservoir of Waden Pond st between. Lynn Woods was part of the origina
17th-century town common land and remained undeveloped woodland through the 18th and early
19th-centuries. Beginning in 1850 the district was devdoped for recregtional use around Dungeon Rock
and municipa water gorage around Breed's Pond. In 1882 sections of the Lynn Woods were purchased
by the Trugtees of the Free Public Forest and in 1839 the southem section of 1,600 acres was purchesd
by the City of Lynn as apublic forest and water reservoir badn with an additional 600 acres annexed to
the north of the origina tract in 1892, creating a public reservation of approximately 2,200 acres a
present. The period of significance encompessss the Lynn Woods Irom the Plantation Period through the
Early Modem Period with the mogt significant development as public parkland during the Late Industrial
Period between 1890 and 1915.

Thedistrict contains 58 resources not previoudy listed on the National Regider: 6 buildings, 27 dructures
and 25 dtes of which 51 are congdered significant contributing resources to the integrity of the Lynn
Woods digtrict. These resources are all nonresidentid, the majority are dtes and sructures that form the
historic character of the district as notable open goace in the Boston metropolitan region.

Alterations to the district during the period of significancefrom the 17th-century to the mid-20th century
congg of landscgpe improvements by the Lynn Park Department, and Water Department from 1890 to
the terminal date of historic significancein 1946. Several structures and buildings of the Colonial, Federd
and Early Industrid periods were removed or dtered after 1890 and new park buildingsand dructures
were located within agenerd landscaped plan. Snce 1946, 2 buildings and 5 structures have been located
within thedistrict.

Buildings

Since the establishment of Lynn Woods as a public park in 1890, no private resdential buildings have
been permitted within the district boundaries. The only exception was for the Pak Commissoner, The
John Morrissey House, 220 Pennybrook Road (MAP# 29; MHC# 207) of 1921, is a fiilly formed

Craftaman Style Bungalow with origina gained shingles and cobblestone porch piers that matched rustic

(Continued)
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landscaping of Lynn Woods, now a park office structure. The other building of note isthe Happy Valley
Club House, Gannon Municipal Golf Course (MAP# 33; MHC# 206) of 1933-1934. It designed by the
Lynn staff of the Works Progress Administration (WPA) in Rudtic Craftsman Style with English Tudor
geble detals, of three dories with arched gone basament and upper gory shingle siding, similar to
National Park buildings of the period. A rdaed Gardener's Cottage (MAP# 33A) ds0 shows smilar
Rugtic Style of WPA design.

Structures

The Lynn Woods contains a number of gructures and dtesthat contribute to the historic character of the
district. The earliest dructures are likely the Dungeon Pagure Wall (MAP# 5, MHC 925) and the Middle
Pesgture Wall crossing Pennybrook Road and Dungeon Road in the South Section. Both are probably of
early 18th-century date, based obvioudy on the 1706 common land division, and likely derived from an
origina 17-century rangeway division that established the northeest-southwest angle of orientation. A third
common division line gopears as the Lynnfield Boundary Wall (MAP# 7) from the Lynn town line of
1786, ad likely from the earlier 17th-century land survey. All three walls show smilar field done
congruction of three-four coursestypical of New England donewall form. The Middle Pesture Wall is
the best preserved as a continuous construction, while the Dungeon Pagtiure Wall was largelyfl oodedby
Breed's Pond with segments visible only a the eestem (Glen Avenue) and westem (Thistle Street) district
boundaries. Of similar period and congtruction are the Wolf Pits, North Ox Pasture Road (MAP# 8), likely
of mid-18th-century date or possibly earlier, with two sone-lined cellar holes of narrow plan, apparently
congructed to trap predators in the Ox Pedure grazing field. The two pits were resored in 1892 with
granite cgp dones and iron pipe railings, still intact. A matching st of Wolf Pits, & Breed's Pond (MAP#
9) isreported in the reservoir ste, uncovered with drainage, undocumented snce World Wer |. Thestone
culvert a Penny Bridge, & Pennybrook Road (MAP# 12) isreported of 18th-century date, possibly eerlier
by tradition, and rebuilt in 1902 with cut granite dab sones and perhgpsagain during the WPA renovation
of cal935.

The mog notable gtructure within the disfrict is the Dungeon Rock Tunnel, on Dungeon Rock Road
(MAP# 20; MHC# 926) condructed from 1852-1880 as aspiral shaft descending 135 feet into the granite
bedrock and cut by chisd with dynamite by the Marble Family in ssarch of the Firate Vede Tresaure of
17th-century legend. The Dungeon Rock Tunnel retains its mid-19th century character as a mining shaft
with origina iron lamp gandardsand cut done gairs, likely of the inifial construction phese (1852-1860)
with talus debris outsde the tunne entrance on Dungeon Rock.

Severd Water Department buildingsremain from the initial reservoir sysem development. Original Pump
Housesare found & Wdden Pond, Great Woods Road (MAP# 27) of ca 1888 and & Birch Pond, Wanut
Srest (MAP# 26) of cal880, both brick sructures with date hip roofs of modet Quean Anne-Pand
Brick Style. A later Pump House a& Breed's Pond, Dungeon Avenue of 1911 replaced an earlier facility,
with concrete baseand brick construction. It linked Truss Bridgeto Breed's Pond Dam (MAP# 26A), of
1915, with asingle span intact, possibly rebuih from the original 1878 structure. Within the district severd

(Continued)
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dructures remain from the Park Department developments after the First World War through the WPA
Depresson period. These include the Sted Tower on Mt. Gilead (MAP# 43) of 1929 retaining only the
frame and concrete bese postsfrom the original 70 foot structure. The Stone Tower on Burrill Hill (MAP#
35) of 1936 in Rustic Style of reinforced concrete and granite boulders to the height of 48 feet, now in
deteriorated condition. It was built under WPA staff design as a matching landmark to High Rock Tower
(NRDIS 10/11/1979) in Cenfral Lynn. Similar in style are the Gate Podsa Grest Woods Road (MAP#
31; MHC# 925) and the Gate Postsat Pennybrook Road, (MAP# 32) both conica designs WPA cal935
A Picnic Grove and Banddand (MAP# 36) were built neer Pennybrook Gate ca1940 with concrete floor
and wooden railingsin WPA style, now abandoned.

Sites

Numerous dtes of historic period date remain within the disfrict, many of undocumented origin and age
Most notable of the early Stes are Tomlin's Swamp, on Pennybrook Road (MAP# 1) and Hemlock Grove,
on Dungeon Road (MAP# 2), both climax vegetation of Post-Pleistocene age, likely 7000-5,000 B.P. that
gopeaxr relatively undigurbed dnce the Plantation-Colonia Period. The Hemlock Grove (MAP# 2)
regenarated in place on a Segp north dope typical of surviving communities and was reported by name
in the 1890 Park Commissioners report, indicating likely ancient age of the grove as possble virgin forest.
Similarly, Tomlin'sSvamp (MAP# 1), named after a Plantation Period family, isthe only large wetland
remaining within Lynn Woods not developed as awater reservoir, retaining natural swamp vegetation.
Three other smaller wetlands presarve natural setting; Ramsdell's Svamp (MAP# 1A) and Long Svamp
(MAP# IB) in the South Section and Meeting House Svamp (MAP# 1C) in the North Section, all

modified by later landscape trails.

The highway sysgem of the Plantation and Colonia Periods remain in gengd aignment through the
digtrict as the Ox Paamre Road (MAP# 11), Pennybrook Road (MAP# 12) and the Great Woods Road
(MAP# 13), likely of 17th-century date based upon Contact Period native trail s between Nahant Bay, the
Saugus River and Suntag Pond (now Lynnfield). Only short segments of these roads gppear to follow
Plantation-Colonid period aignments, with the North Section of the Ox Pasture Road (MAP# 11) likely
the mog authentic in terms of grading and contour, while the Greet Woods Road (MAP# 13) ad
Pennybrook Road (MAP# 12) were rebuilt after 1890 and possibly again cal935 in WPA style. A short
section of Fox Rock Road (MAPH# 24) from Penny Bridge to Dungeon Road, gopearsto date from the
early 19th-century Industrial Period and possibly of 18th-century origin, retaining the gopearance as a
wegon cartway, apparently untouched from pos-1890 park improvements. Of potentia historic vaue is
the Frog Rock Trail to Weetamo Cliff (MAP# 24), aboulder-lined pathway that gppearsto date from the
early Exploring Circle period 1850-1860. A rdated done waled dignment a& Wedamo Cliff Shelter
(MAP# 4) ds0 gopears as an Exploring Circle camp dte of mid-19th century date. Of original park period
aignment isUndercliff Path (MAP# 23) between Tomlin's Svamp (MAP# 1) and Hemlock Ridge (MAP#
2) which remains intact from the initial 1892 Lynn Woods plan, and perhgps from the Exploring Circle
period of the 1850s

Severd former house Stes remain within the district, mog leveled to foundation grede after the Park

(Continued)
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Commission Plan of 1892. The mogt noteble of these is the Jackson Cottege Site, a& Waycross Road
(MAP# 16) likely of early 19th-century date and possbly of mid-18th century origin, a free-stone
foundation that gppears of two-room, center-chimney plan, and an adjacent level berm, likely of abam
or stable. The neighboring Shoeshop Site, a Waycross Road (MAP# 18) isa small cdllarhole of a likely
ten-foot shoe making shop, typical of Lynn, and possibly of mid-19th century date. Two other reported
house dtes were known from late 19th-century Park Department reports have yet to be located. These
include the Reney House Site, @ Pennybrook Road (MAP# 15) and the Last Dwelling Site, a Great
Woods Road (MHCH# 18), both likely of late 18th or early 19th-century date. Most obvious to public view,
is the Marble House Site, & Dungeon Rock (MAP# 21) of 1852, known from historic photographs as a
two-room, two-story, center-chimney plan, with visible foundation and sone geps to the Dungeon Rock
Tunnd (MAP# 20). An adjacent grave dte of Edward Marble, & Dungeon Rock (MAP# 21 A) of 1880,
is located near the Marble House site location. Of rdated period significance is Union Rock, on Dungeon
Road (MAP# 19) a dglacial eratic boulder with inscribed initials of Lynn Spiritualists, a religious-socia
landmark of mid-19th century date. A park period Structure of later date isthe BassettCamp Site (MAP#
22) of ca 1880, reported on Mt. Gilead, as yet to be directly located. A recent dte of park landscegpeis
the Rose Garden, a Pennybrook Gate (MAP# 30) originally developed in formal terrace plan by John
Morrisey as Park Commissioner ca 1920-1922 and recently restored with amemoria plague (1994).Two
important dtes within the Lynn Woods District were devedoped during the WPA period park of
deveopment. Thexe includethe initial desgnsfor the Gannon Municipal Golf Course, & Happy Valley
(MAP# 33D) of 1930-1931, originally of nine holes with ardated winter ski-tow and toboggan dide, ad
the Amphithester, a Pennybrook Gate (MAP# 37) of 1941, an earthen embankment st in anattira dope.

Losses

The Lynn Woods hes suffered obvious deterioration from lack of maintenance snce the Ssoond World
Wa. While much of the loss hes been to the naturd landscape, the existing dructures have been deferred
from repair and renovation. Mogt obvious are the observation towers a Burrill Hill and Mt. Gillead where
gructurd decay is now threatening fijture stability. The same problem is dso evident with the Morrissey
House a the Pennybrook Gate, now used for sorage and office goace The exceptions are the Gannon
Municipal Golf Course and the Happy Valley Club House which have receved mantenance and repair,
preserving character. Of the historic period gmctures, mog are ground-level sone dignments that have
aurvived intact, despite deferred attention. These include the obvious examples a the Dungeon Rock
Tunnd, Wesgtamo Cliff Shelter, Penny Bridge and the Wolf Fits. The historic period house Stes have dso
remained relatively intact as the Jackson Cottage Site and the Shoeshop Site, both as stable foundations
without recent repair. The immediate loss hes been to the integrity of the road and trail system which have
both been widened, loosing their origina historic period character, or logt integrity through lack of
maintenance. Most serioudy affected are roads and trails in the South Section, especially. Grest Woods
Road and access trails to Mt. Gilead and Burrill Hill, while in the north section, the Ox Pasture Road hes
been passable only to Meeting House Swamp. Illegal use of district es a dump Ste was a serious threst
to landscegpe integrity until the formation of the Friends of Lynn Woods in 1985. Within the lagt decade
mog obvious dumping activities have bean curtailed, dthough some auto bodies are till on gste in the
North Section Ox Pasture. Recent arson fires have threstened the Hemlock Grove in the South Section

(Continued)
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and an ongoing hemlock fiingusblight in New England poses continuous danger to the remaining frees
on Hemlock Ridge.

Archaeological Description

The Lynn Woods Historic District is located in an areawhere sevard prehigtoric dtes have been
documented and where a high potential exigs for the recovery of additional stes. At present, four
known prehigtoric dtes are located within the proposed district with another twelve stes in the generd
aea (within one mile). The Mount Gilead dte (19-ES-622), wes reported as a Native American buria
on Mount Gilead in the 19th Century by Newhall (1897). The Weetamoo (19-ES-670) and Frebresk
(19-ES-671) Rockshdter Steswere discovered in the northwest portion of Lynn Woods during the
1985 archaeologica survey of the Woods (Jones 1993). The Breed's Pond Wes Shore Site (19-ES-
672 was d0 discovered during the 1985 survey on a peninsula on the westem shore of Breed's Pond.
Most known site in the area are located dong tributary sreams, brooks, rivers and reated wetlands of
the Saugus River which drains southerly to the coest west of the district. Other Stes have aso been
located on high hills, often some digance from wetlands. The physical characterigics of thedistrict
ae favorable for sometypes prehigoric dte locations. Lynn Woods is located within the Boston
Basin, a coagd lowland which, inthis locae contains a saries of low rounded hills. While dopes in
excessof 15% are common in the areq, particularly near rock, outcrops severd level to moderatdy
doping aress ae a0 present. Soil drainage in the areais dso mixed with lower aress containing
poorly drained organic soils and higher devations well drained and extremdy strong types .
Numerous rock, outcrops and boulders are present throughout the woods.  1n the southem portion of
the Woods, bedrock types contain volcanic materids which baong to the Lynn volcanic series, a lithic
source preferred by many prehistoric people for tool production. Drainage in Lynn Woods hes been
dtered for congruction of a public water supply sysgem for Lynn, however, saverd naturally drained
aess still remain. Severd extengve wetlands are present in the Woods including Mesting-House
Swvamp in the north and Tomlin's Svamp in the South. Beaver Brook which drained Blood Svamp
was dammed in the late 19th century to form Breed's Pond. About the sametime. Birch Pond was
formed from Birch Brook and Waden Pond from Penny Brook. Each of these wetlands gppear to be
part of the Saugus River drainage.  Given the above information, the presence of prehistoric
achaeologicd dtesis documented inthe district and a high potentia exigs that additional steswill be
formed. Patems of known dte distribution and types in the region combined with locational
charecterigics (dope, drainage, proximity to wetlands) of the district indicate amdler, specid purpose
and probably temporary type dtes ae expected inthe area These dtes may included buria stes,
quarries and dteswhich focus on the exploration of floral forma resources and in the area

Similar Ste prediction and expectations to those notes above were obtained in a 1985 archaeologica
aurvey of Lynn Woods (Jones 1993) which later developed into a doctorate study of park landscapes
& ameans of cultural expresson (Jones 1994). The archaeologicad survey of Lynn \Woods was
conducted as part of the proposed Olmsted Historic Landscape Rehabilitation Program. That survey
was conducted a the reconnaissance level. The survey included documentary research and subsurface

(Continued)



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB ApprovalNo. 1024-0018
(8-«6)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet

Lynn Woods Higtoric District
Lynn (Essex County), Massachusetts
Section number z Page 6

testing. It was designed to identify all known and expected locations of significant prehistoric and
historic archaeologicd resources The survey sdected atota of eight aress for subsurface testing on
the badstopographica of and locational criteria. Particular emphasis was placed on sdecting "arees’
for testing that were level and well-drained, protected by a rock windbreek or overhang and werein
close proximity to awater source (Jones 1993:67). Tedting in these aress recovered atotal of three
dtesinthe eight aress sHected for testing. Each of the Stes recovered were smal dtes representing
the exploitation of a variety of prehigtoric micro-environments in Lynn \Woods (Jones 1993:68). The
Weatamoo Rockshdter (19-ES-670) was located just west of Wedtamoo Cliff, northwest of Meseting-
House Swvamp. The Ste congds of a protected overhang containing lithic flakes but no diagnostic
artifacts or features . Another overhang, the Firebresk Rockshdter (19-ES-671) was located inthe
northwest section of Lynn Woods. That Ste was dso small, contained lithic flakes and again lacked
diagnostic artifacts and features. The third Ste located was the Breed's Pond (West Shore) Ste located
on aleve peninsula which extends out into Breed's Pond. This Ste was dso small, contained lithic
artifacts and lacked diagnodtic artifacts or festures. Each of the above Steswas reported to represant
temporary dtes of short term duration usad for uniting and gathering activities, the discovery of these
dteswas sen as a poditive indicator toward the potentia for locating other dtes in Lynn Woods.
Specidly, the survey noted the potential for Stes in aress surrounding Blood Swamp and Bennett's
Swamp, both of which are now inundated, possible preserving intact Stes below the reservoirs. The
aurvey aso concluded that the recovery the Weatamoo and Firebresk Rockshelters, indicates that every
rock overhang or wind bregk inthe Woods is a potentia prehistoric site (Jones 1993:68). The
archaeologica survey of Lynn Woods dso predicted the potential for prehistoric quarry dteswithin
the boundaries of Lynn Woods. Each of the prehistoric dtesfound in the Woods contained chipping
debris made from lithic sourceswhich belong to the Lynn Volcanic series, a type commonly
represented & other dtesin the region. The survey identified two larger outcrops of Lynn Volcanics
in the Woods, Lantern Rock and another immediately south of Lantern Rock. Smdler outcrops of
Lynn volcanics were d0 reported inthe Lynn Woods locale. While evidence that these outcrops
were not quarries was not recovered during the survey, the presence of dites containing artifacts mede
from Lynn volcanics in dose proximity to the sources indicated the potential for quarry dtesto exist
in the Woods. The 1985 survey of Lynn Woods (Jones 1993) dso concluded that the context of there
dtes survives intact and that they have integrity.

Given the above information, the sze of the digtrict (gpproximately 2,200 arees) and the generd lack
of higtoric period development in the ares, the presence of prehistoric dtes hes bean documented and a
high potential exigs there addition dteswill be found. Environmenta potential in the areacombined
with known locational characteridtics of archaeologica dtes and sysematic archaeologica survey of
the Woods hes indicted known sites and the potential for additional dtesin a variety of micro-
environments with the proposad district.

A high potential dso exigs for the recovery of significant historic archaeologica resources within the
digtrict. Colonia period land use in Lynn Woods began inthe 17th century when the area was st
adde as common land for the settlement.  Land use of the area was limited to exploration of timber
resources and pagturage with mogt of the Woods remaining undeveloped woodland throughout the 18th

(Continued)
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and early 19th centuries. Historic period resources dating to the 17th century period are not known,
however, they may exist. Portions of the Ox Pasture, Penny Brook and Great \Woods Road may date
to the 17th century when they were laid out on routes besad upon Contact Period Native trails between
Nahant Bay, the Saugus River and Suntag Pond (now Lynnfield). Stratigrgphies evidence may survive
which represents early modification to their woods and this 17th century grades Locd tradition dso
notes the potential for pirate treesure and the hideout of pirate Thomas Ved in the Dungeon Rock
aea Loca traditions goesks of atreasure depodted by four pirates in the rocky portion of Lynn
Woods. Three of the four pirates were eventualy captured, tried and hanged. The fourth pirate,
Thomas Ved lived inthe naturad cave where the treesure was hid, periodically mending ghoes for
local townspeople in order to buy supplies. In 1658 severe earthquiakes shook the areg, caving in a
portion of the treesure cave entombing Vea and the treesure, giving the area its name Dungeon Rock.
Should the tale by tme, the cave, treasure, Vedl's remains and occupationa debris from his Say in the
cave may exist.

The earlies documented historic archaeologica resource in the district datesto the 18th century as
common lands in Lynn were increasingly divided and increased but limited land use of the Lynn
Woods area occurred. At leest three sone walls in the Woods date to this period. Both the Dungeon
and Middle pagture walls may dateto the early 18th century, basaed on the 1706 common land
division, possibly derived from the origina 17th century rangeway division that edablished the
northeest-southwest  orientation of the walls. Mogt of the Middle pasture wall is preserved, however,
the Dungeon Pedure wall hes largely been flooded by Breed's Pond. The Lynnfield Boundary wall
results from the Lynnfield town line of 1786 and the third common division line and dso may dateto
an earlier 17th century land survey. Two matching setsof wolf pits gpparently constmcted to trap
predators in grazing fields dso survive inthe woods. One st of wolf pits is now submerged under
Breed's Pond and have not bean ssen since the pond was drained & the time of World War I. The
soond st of wolf pits dso datesto mid 18th century or earlier, located off the North Pagture Pond.
Both pits condst of done lined cdlar type holes of narrow plan. The pits were restored in 1892 with
cgpgonesand iron pipe railings, still intact. Archaeological testing of the esdt pit during the 1985
urvey (Jones 1993) weas successful in determining details of the pits constmction, however, no
fiinctional evidence or information pertaining to its date of constmction wes recovered. This
information may survive in the remaining pits which were not tested or inthe wolf pit which was
sampled but not completdy excavated. Basd portions of the sone culvert and boulders features a
Penny Bridge on Pennybrook Road may dso survive dating to the 18th century or earlier by tradition.
Portions of the bridge were rebuilt in 1902 with a cut granite dab sone and possble again by the
WPA inca 1935.

Most smctural remains in the district resun from 18th and 19th century resdence and shopswhich
were documented and demolished in the late 19th century during Park development. Foundation
remains are extant for the Jackson Cottege sSite, & Waycross Road. That dte may date from themid
18th to early 19th century. A nearby bam may dso contain the remains from ardated bam or gable
Stmcturd remains may aso survive from the late 18th/early 19th century Reney House Ste &
Pennybrook Roed and the Last Dwelling Ste & Great Woods Road. The precise locations for these

(Continued)
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dtes is currently unknown, however, their generd locations are documented in Park records.

Stmctural remains from outbuildings may survive for these dtes as well as occupationd related
features (trash pits, parvis, well) which should dso survive rdated to the Jackson Cottage Site. The
mog notable 19th century smcturd remains which survives in the district isthe Marble House ste
(1852) a Dungeon Rock. This dte includes a complex of resources & the bese a series of done geps,
which lead to the Dungeon Rock tunnel. Foundation remans ae visiblea the ste which aso
contains the grave of Edward Marble, the man responsible for the Dungeon Rock tunnel. Marbleand
later his son who excavated the dairs and tunnd from 1852-1830 were spiritualists who excavated the
tunnel in search of Vedl's pirate treesure under his spiritual guidance. A tdus dope of blasted and
chisded rock exists immediately outsde the tunnel. Outbuilding remains and occupationd related
features should ds0 exig in the vicinity of the house dte. A done foundation, possibly the stefor
hotel is aso resent near the Marble Home ste. The one commercid ste in the district includes the
shoe shop dite a Waycross Road, not far from the Jackson Cottage dite. This Ste includes, asmall
cdlar hole, the probable remains of aten-foot shoe making shop, typical of Lynn inthe mid 19th
century. Occupationd related festures including probable trash aress rdated to shoe making should
dso exig a this gte. During the mid 19th cenmry, spirituaists dso meade their presence knownin
Lynn Woods a Union Rock, a large glacier boulder into which they inscribed their inifials. Shet
refiise pattems may exis in the area around the rock related to the activities of spirituaists a the rock.

During the midto late 19th century, Lynn Woods was dso used for outdoor recreation, first by the
exploring circle from ca 1850-1860 then during the park period inca 1880. During the Exploring
Circle Period, potential archaeologica resources include campsites and trails. Some resourcesfrom
this period undoubtedly remain unknown, however, others have bean identified. The Frog Rock Trail
to Weetamoo Cliff includes a boulder lined pathway relaed to the gonewall a the Weatamoo Cliff
shdlter, an Exploringcircle camp dte of mid 19th century date. Landscape modifications, including
dratigraphic evidence, and feature remains may exist in these areas from activities carried on and by
the Exploring Circle & the camps ad trails. Archaeologica survivas from Bassst Camp, a camp
built on Mount Gilead in ca 1883 by Will Basstt should dso survive, however, the camp hes not
been documented in the field. The camp is noted on an 1892 map of the area and shown including a
wooden stmcture on an 1893 photograph.  Archaeologica survey and testing should be able to locate
the camp including survival from the wooden smcture and occupational related festures.
Archaeological survivals from three gone smctures endosed by a saries of done walls have aso bean
idenfified eest of Dog Hill near Breed's Pond (Jones 1993-69). The dmctures include sone cdllar
holes and portable occupational rdated features. While the dmctures probably dateto the late 18th or
19h century, their function is currently unknown. Archaeologica remains relaed to the devdopment
of apublic water supply sysem during the sscond half of the 19th century should d<0 exist in the
Woods. Stmctural remains from gate house no longer extemd may survive as well as gratigraphic
evidence of dammed aress and possble piping or the remains of water conveyance systems.

(end of section 7)
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

X_A Property is associated with events that have
made a significant contribution to the broad
patterns of our history.

X_B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

x_D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
F a commemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

Essex, MA
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

ARCHEOLOGY: PREHISTORIC: HISTORIC
NON-ABORIGINAL

CONSERVATION
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Period of Significance

Mid 17th-century - Early 20th century

Significant Dates
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Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

Olmsted, Frederick Law
Cultural Affiliation

Spiritualist Movement

Architect/Builder
N/A

see Continuation Sheets
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X_Other
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property 2,200

UTM References See continuation sheet.
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

X See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description see Continuation Sheet

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification see Continuation Sheet
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)
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Continuation Sheets

Maps
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Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.
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Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)
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street & number City Hall/ 400 Parkland Avenue telephone 617-598-4000/596-2400

city or town Lynn state MA _ zip codeOl 901/01905
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8 STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Lynn Woods Historic District in Lynn, Massachusdtsis an extensve woodland of 2200 acres
(3.75 sguare miles) that retains its historic integrity as public forestland dnce the 17th-century. The
district contains a variety of prehistoric and historic resourcesthat preserve Plantation and Colonia
Period dteswith Federd and Early Industrial Period dructures in the context of a LateIndustrial
Period landscape plan and Early Modem Period recregtion features. The large dze of such public
parkland adjacent to the urban indugtria center of Lynn and its location within the Boston
metropolitan beltway define the district as a unique area of historic and symbolic significance in the
devdlopment of public park sysemsin the United States.

The Lynn Woods is characterized by two distinct arees The North Section from Waden Pond to
Bow Ridge is a granite rock structure of the Northem Boundary Fault with large glacia erratics and a
lowland plain of the Ox Pedure and Meeting House Swvamp. The South Section from Walden Pond to
Breed's Pond is a mixed metamorphic and granite sructure with large glacia eratics and lowlands a
Tomlin's Svamp drained by Pennybrook to the Saugus River. Two parald ridges follow the
northwest-southeast  fault sysem through Walden Pond reservoir to moderate devation with scenic
views, inthe North Section & Mt. Hermon (286 feet) and Mt. Spicket (216 feet) and in the South
Section a Burrill Hill (285 feet) and Mt. Gilead (272 feet) with athird parallel ridge on the Saugus
boundary with Cedar Hill (228 feet) and Mt. Moriah (212 feet). The district retains significant aress of
post-glacid landscapethat define the natural character of Lynn Woods as a unique public park
reservation with notable granite boulders as Dungeon Rock (MAP# 20 MHC# 926) of historic
significance and Pog-Flestocene plant communities of original climax vegetation a Tomlin's Swamp
(MAP# 1) and Hemlock Ridge (MAP# 2). It isthis naturd landscape of post-glacia ege that provides
the context of higtoric period dtes and gmctures within the district as a preserve of recregtiond
resources within the urban boundaries of Lynn.

The nominated district retains integrity of location, landscape design, setting and character that fulfills
Criteria A, B and D and Ciriteria Condgderation C of the National Regider of Historic Places a the
loca and regiond level.

Plantation Period (1620-1700)

The Lynn Woods Historic District derives its historic significance from its origins as common land of
17th century Lynn. Early use as awoodland for timber resources is noted in New England's Progpect
by Lynn settler William Wood in 1634 and wes likely used for charcod lumber by the Saugusiron
Works (National Historic Site) in adjacent Saugus(MA) from itsinitial operation in 1643 to its
closure in 1670. Later 19th century oral history described atressure hoard of Pirate Thomas Ved a
Dungeon Rock (MAP# 20; MHC# 926) rdated to the New England Earthqueke of 1658. Of later
significance in location of the district bounderies, a probable rangeway survey of cal650 esablished
the dignment of property lines and dong a northeast-southwest  trend that forms the eestem district
line dong Bow Ridge. Also likely of the Plantation Period origin are the major roadway dignments

(Continued)
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from Contact Period (1500-1620) native trails from Nahant Bay to the Saugus River and Santaug
Pond (Lynnfield MA). Thexe include the Ox Pagture Road (MAP# 11), Pennybrook Road (MAP#
12), and the Grest Woods Road (MAP# 12) with place names for significant topographic festures as
Tomlin's Svamp (MAP# 1) Ramsddl's Svamp (MAP# |A) and Long Svamp (MAP# I1B) inthe
South Section and Meeting House Svamp (MAP# 1C)in the North Section.

Colonial Period (1700-1775)

Significant festures of the Colonia Period are bassd upon the formal definition of the district as public
common land in 1706 by the Town of Lynn. Sulbxssquent developments within the period include field
divisons of Lynn Woods into three sections, digned by the Dungeon Pagtiure Wall (MAP# 5; MHC#
925) and the Middle Paegture Wall (MAP# 6) in the South Section and likely the Lynnfield Boundary
Wall (MAP# 7) in the North Section, all with freestone constmction, of probable early 18th-century
date based on a presumed rangeway survey of call650. Of the three, the Dungeon Pesture Wall
aurvives only in sections, with the center segment flooded by Breed's Pond after 1880, as the Middle
Pasture Wall wes dismantled eest of Breed's Pond for the Gannon Municipa Golf Course (MAP#
33D) in 1933, ad the Lynnfield Boundary Wall extends eedt of the digtrict limits defined by the town
line of 1782 with gateways a the Ox Pedure Road (MAP# 11). A unique stmcture of presumed
Colonia Period age are the Wolf Fits (MAP# 8#) inthe North Section Ox Padture, likely of
mid-18th-century date with twofreestonecdlar holes of narrow Sze presumed to trap predators of
grazing cattle in the Ox Padure, with a matching sgt of Wolf Fits (MAP# 9) reported flooded under
Breed's Pond, inthe former Dungeon Pagture No other examples are known inthe Bogtion areg,
defining the Wolf Fits in Lynn Woods as unique examples of Coloniad period constmction. Also of
Colonia age, isthe Penny Bridge (MAP# 10) over Pany Brook in the South Section, of likely
18th-century constmction, reportedly built as a public ftinded cartway for timber cutting in the Lynn
Woods, and later rebuilt in 1902 under the Park Commission plan.

Federal Period (1775-1830)

Devdopment of the Lynn Woods from the Colonial to the Federa Period continued peripheral uses of
public land with timber cutting, sone quarrying and isolated house dtes. Of these severd  surviving
cdlarholes in the South Section mark locations extant & the time of the Pak Commission in 1890 and
removed in the subsequent landscape plan. These include the well-marked Jackson Cottage Site
(MAP# 16) neer Waycross Road with adjacent bam berm, the nearby Shoeshop Site (MAP# 18),
perhgps of later mid-19th-century date, and severd other reported house dtes in the south section that
have not yet bean located, while no house Stes are reported in the north section Ox Pagture. Of likely
Federd period age isthe Fox Rock Road (MAP# 24), awell pressrved cartway over the highlands
from Penny Bridge (MAP# 10) to presumed quarry and timber dtes neer Mt. Gilead, gpparently extant
before the Park Commission plan of 1892.

(Continued)
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Eariy Industrial Period (1830-1870)

Significant recrestional development of the district is marked by Stes of the Early Industrial Period
that prefigured the later definition of Lynn Woods as a public park. Mogt notable was the activity of
the Lynn Exploring Circle, formed in 1850 under direction of Cryus M. Tracey (1824-1892) who
published Studies of Essex Flora (1858) describing the naturd setting of Lynn Woods es en area of
dtractive recregtion within reech of the indudtrial city. Apparently, portions of original Exploring
Circle nature trails survive in the north section of 19th century date, mog likely with the boulder lined
Frog Rock Trail (MAP# 25) to the camp Ste smctures & Wedtamo Cliff Shdter (MAP# 4), both of
which predate the Park Commission Plan of 1892. The significant dte of the period is Dungeon Rock
Tunnd (MAP# 20; MHC# 926) and the rdlated Marble House Site (MAP# 21) both developed in
1852-1860 by the Hiram Marble Family as atourist enterprise in regponse to the Spiritulalist
Movement in Lynn and the 17th-century Thomas Ved treesure hoard a Dungeon Rock described by
A Alonzo Lewis(1829) from an 18th-century ord tradition. A spird mining shaft of 136 feet was dug

by dynamite and remains intact with iron fixtures of the period and talus debris. The adjacent Marble
House (MAP# 21) foundations are ds0 extant with done dgpsto Dungeon Rock (MAP# 20) and the
vecant Grave of Edwin Marble (MAP# 21A) with ardated Spirituaist Ste a Union Rock (MAP# 19)
inscribed with 19th-century initials. These Stes provided attractions for recregtional expeditions into
Lynn Woods along Dungeon Road, now flooded by Breed's Pond from Dungeon Avenue a Walnut
Street.

Late Industrial Period (1870-1915)

The present historic character of Lynn Woods was established during the late 19th-century with the
formation of the Tmdees of the Free Public Forest in 1831 and the Lynn Park Commission in 1889,
credting the public parkland of the digtrict in 1892. The formative development was besad on the Lynn
Water Department reservoirs, crested from the Dungeon Pediure a& Breed's Pond in 1878 from an
existing millpond and & Birch Pond on Wanut Strest by 1880. Between 1882 and 1839 the threat of
water reservoir expandon with the digtrict, prompted the Tmgees of the Free Public Forest under
Cyms Tracey to purchese large tracts & Dungeon Rock (MAP# 20; MHC# 926) and Tomlin's Svamp
(MAP# 1) under authorization of the MassachusattsPark Act (1882). At the sametime, efforts were
meade through the Tmstees under Philip Chesein 1887 to establish a public forest within thedistrict.
This effort proved successfiil and an ordinance weas passad by the Lynn City Council in November
18338 forming the Lynn Pak Commisson. An immediate effort was underway in June 1839 to
purchase private lots and the Tmdaees tracts within Lynn Woods comprising the South Section of 996
acres. To asx=ss the park potential of the Lynn Woods, a consulting survey by the noted Boston-based
landscagpe architect, Frederick Law Olmsted was undertaken in November 1839. Olmsted
recommended that the Lynn Woods be devdoped in its natural date as "regged and wild forest” rather
than aformal landscaped park. The Olmsted concept of a naturd forest proved to be theguiding
devdopment theme for Lynn Woods, with an additional purchase of 600 acres in the North Section
Ox Pediure. In 1892 a detailed topographic plan of the full 2200 acre district was made by Park
Engineer, John T. McClintock. The plan embodied the Olmsted conoepts and projected a circuit

(Continued)
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sysem of carriage roads in the South Section from Great Woods Road (MAP# 13) to Mt. Gilead
(MAP# 34), Tomlin'sSvamp (MAP# 1) to Hemlock Ridge (MAP# 2) and Dungeon Rock (MAP#
20; MHC# 926) with an exit by Dungeon Avenue around Breed's Pond. Noted Stes as Penny Bridge
(MAP# 10) and the Wolf Pits (MAP# 8) were restored to Colonia Period form, while Federd and
Early Industrial Period houses auch as Jackson Cottage (MAP# 16#), were demolished in an effort to
recregte a Colonial Period landscgpe within the district. At the sametime walking trailswere laid out
around major natural feetures, possibly adopting existing paths of the Exploring Circle such as
Undercliff Path (MAP# 23) and Frog Rock Trail (MAP# 25). In addition, dreet railway routes were
extended from central Lynn to the Grest Woods Gate (MAP# 31; MHC 925) and Pennybrook Gate
(MAP# 32) after 1892, fiilfilling the plan of the Olmgted report for public acoess by city workersto
the open goace of recregtiona parkland on the edge of Lynn.

The creation of Lynn Woods Historic District as a public parkland inthe late 19th-century was an
significant innovation of regiona landscagpe planning which parallded the more notable public park
projects in neighboring Boston. While Frederick Law Olmsted had propossd dements of the Boston
pak sysgem for the Bogton Park Commissionin 1876, Cyras Tracy and the Exploring Circle hed
dready recognized the naturd recregtiona atractions of Lynn Woods and had marked nature trails
within the district during the 1850s which laid the foundation for later landscgpe planning. The
pess=ge of the Massachusatts Park Act in 1882, likewise pardldled locd Lynn deve opments with the
cregtion of the Trastees of the Free Public Forest in 1881 under Tracy's guidance. In this light, the
Lynn Woods district was dready formulated as public forest land when the Lynn Park Commission
wes cregted in 1889. Thus, the formation of Lynn Woods as a parkland for both public recregtion and
water reservoir dorage during 1890-1892 preceded the establishment of the Metropolitan Park
Commisson-MPC (now Metropolitan District Commission-MDC) for grester Bogton in 1893.
Although efforts were made by the Metropolitan Park Commissionin 1899 to incorporate the Lynn
Woods District within the regional recregtional and water sysem, the Lynn Park Commission ressted
the Bogon-based Commission. As aresult, Lynn Woods remained independent of the Metropolitan
Park Commission, both as arecreationd district and a public water sysem.

Further development of the Lynn Woods district wes directed to expansgon of the water reservoir
sydem before the First World War. Both Waden Pond and Breed's Pond were raised to higher
capacity by earthen damsin 1915 with new Pump House (MAP# 28) and Tmss Bridge a Breed's
Pond (MAP# 28A), flooding access by the Ox Pesture Road (MAP# 11) to the North Section and by
Dungeon Avenue to the South Section. Ingead, Pennybrook Gate (MAP# 32) became the primary
southem entrance to the district.

Eariy Modern Period (1915-1946)
Development of the district after the First World War through the Grest Depresson dtered the
landscape plan of Lynn Woods from a naturd woodland to aformal public park under direction of

John Morrissey as Park Commissioner. Initial changes were first made a the Pennybrook Gate (MAP#
32; MHC# None) with the Morrissey House, 220 Pennbrook Road (MAP# 29; MHC# 207) in 1921, a

(Continued)
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Craftaman Style Bungadow and the cregtion of the Rose Garden (MAP# 30; MHC# None) in formal
plan during ca 1920-1922. A sscond focus cantered on the Grest Woods Gate (MAP# 31; MHC# 925)
with the congmction of a ski tow and toboggan dide on Horehound Hill in 1924 (now abandoned)
and the creation of the Gannon Municipal Golf Course inthe Burrill Fines during 1931-1933 under the
Works Progress Administration (WPA) with federd fiinding. A large Rudtic Style Club House a
Heppy Valey (MAP# 33; MHC# 206) was congmcted with WPA design during 1933-1934 with
adjacent Gardener's House (MAP# 33A) and expandon of the golf links to Breed's Pond, removing
the eedam section of the Middle Pedure Wall (MAP# 6). Further development of the obsarvation
summits in the South Section was mede with the Sted Tower on Mt. Gilead (MAP# 34) in 1929 ad
the Stone Tower on Burrill Hill (MAP# 35) in 1936 of Rustic Style by WPA design. Matching sone
gate pogts were do built a the Great Woods Gate (MAP# 31; MHC# 925) and a& Pennybrook Gate
(MAP# 32) ds0 in Rugic Style by WPA design, cal935. Rdaed projects of the WPA period include
the congraction of a Picnic Grove and Bandsand (MAP# 36) and Amphitheater (MAP# 37) near
Pennybrook Gate just before the outbresk of World War 11. Improvement of the park circulation
sydem was dso  made during the WPA period with likely grading of Pennybrook Road (MAP# 12)
and Great Woods Road (MAP# 20; MHC# 926). These were the final efforts made in landscape
dedign of the digtrict before the outbregk of the Seoond World War in 1941. Thereefter, Lynn Woods
suffered from differed maintenance inthe poswar period (sse 7-Losxs).

Historic Resource Survey

Within the lagt decade there has been congderable effort and survey and reconnaissance of Lynn
Woods to gtahilize the deterioration of the postwar period. In 1983, the Massachusatts Department of
Environmental Management (DEM) included Lynn Woods in its Olmsted Historic Landscape
Preservation Program, adong with deven other municipa parks associated with the firm of Frederick
Lav Olmged, in Massachusatts  1n 1985, Bogon University Public Archaeology Laboratory
conducted a Reconnaissance Survey of Lynn Woods, sponsored by DEM'sOlmsted Program, in
consultation with the Lynn Planning Department.  The survey report was written by Dondd W. Jones.
The Olmgted Program aso produced an Historic Landscepe Report for Lynn Woods, which
documented the park's origina use gopearance and planning and dedign intent and assded the
integrity of its historic features. This report was written by landscgpe historians, Elizabeth Hope
Cushing and Keith Morgan. Further responsbility for the restoration of the district was underteken by
the Friends of Lynn Woods in 1989, a private, non-profit associaion that provided volunteer support
for ongoing maintenance within the district. A ssoond survey of Lynn Woods was conducted in 1992
by the Lynn Depatment of Community Development through the Massachusatts Historic Commission
(MHC) for historic period resources within the district that provided the bessfor the present (1995)
National Regiger nomination. In addition the Lynn Water and Sevar Commission provides ongoing
maintenance of the water reservoir sysgamswithin the district in conjunction with the Department of
Public Workswhich provides sarvices of a Pak Ranger for the Lynn Woods district.

(Continued)
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Archaeological Sgnificance

Since pattems of prehistoric settlement in Lynn are poorly undersiood. Any survey Stes could be
significant. Until recently, few prehigtoric dteswere recorded in the town, possibly the result of
Lynn's long history of historic development, the lack of agriculture and generd absence of collector
activity. During the 1980's ressarch efforts by the Massachusatts Historical Commission Prehigtoric
Survey Team and an archaeologica survey of Lynn Woods conducted by the office of Public
Archaeology & Bogton University for the Massachusatts Department of Environmental Management
have recorded some stes. These reaults, however, are not representative for the town aswhole
dthough the latter sudy (Jones 1993) did product results representative to Lynn Woods. Sysematic
intrastate sudies are d<o lacking in the town often resulting in little more than locationa information
for dtes Prehigtoric dtesin Lynn Woods have the potentid to help better underdand the role and
importance of samdler, short term or temporary campstes through time. The 1985 survey of the
Woods (Jones 1993) identified severd dtes of this type located in avariety of micro environments
(Jones 1993:68). Prehigoric dtesin Lynn Woods have the potential to contribute information on the
relationship of these amdler dtesto larger settlements probably located dong major rivers or & the
coad. Prehigtoric dtesinthis area can hdp identify important changes in native subgtance through
time as well as how Native populations were organized, possbly on a ssesond bads Anintensve
testing of the area may recover diagnodtic artifacts and features which can provide tempord and
fiinctional, attributes for these dtes enabling researchers to identify changes in exploitative pattems in
the Woods through time. The presence of prehistoric artifacts in the Woods made from Lynn
Volcanic sources and the location of Lynn volcanics outcrops in the Woods indicates a variety of
potential research types relating to lithic technologies. Prehigtoric dtes in this area may contain
information which indicates the importance of local lithic sources and, whether or not specidized tool
production occurred & dtes near potential quarry locations. The presence of possible prehigtoric
quarries inthe area d0 indicates the potentia to identify the entire production sequence for different
diagnogtic and functional types through time from quarried raw materia to finished artifact types. The
recognized regiona importance of Lynn volcanic sources may d<o indicate a potential for trade
through the area. The presance of prehigtoric burials in the woods and the generd areacan d0
indicate the potential to recover information of Native American mortuary practices and the native

spiritual landscape

Historic archaeologica remains described above have the potentia to provide detailed information on
the socid, cultural and economic changesthat have characterized a peripherd  aeato Lynn'smain
sttlement which has retained it's integrity as publicly forested land dnce the 17th century.
Individualy, the district's resources can provide information on the changing land use of the areafrom
the prehistoric period through the 20th century. 1n sum, the districts dements are tied together

through the exploitation of a peripherd settlement area of marginal economic importance.  Seventeenth
century resources ae difficult to identify inthe district, however, contact period trails many of which
later became roadways are present in sevard aress of the didtrict.  The identification and testing of
original portions of Ox Pedure, Penny Brook and Great Woods Roads may provide information road
building technologies inthe 17th and 18th centuries. Similar testing can aso recover details of

(Continued)
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constmction for Penny Bridge which probably datesto the 18th century or earlier. Archaeological
urvey and testing, possibly focusing on remote sending techniques can d<o be usd to continue the
sarch for Thomas Ved, his cave and the reported pirate treesure. This research may, however,
smply continue a local tradition that hes perdsted for nearly 300 years. Further documentary research
and mapping of the district's done walls can contribute information on 18th and possble 17th century
land divisionsin the town, particularly the town's common lands. This information may dso be
useful in clarifying land use changes in the Woods including changesfrom the districts use primarily
for timber resourcesto pasturage. Information can dso be obtained from features identified as Wolf
Pits in the Woods. The 1935 archaeologica survey indicated that information relating to pit
constmction was present but that functional information and data relating to dates of constmction were
lacking. Further testing of these features may produce this lacking information. Archaeologica
urvey and testing of the severd house dtes in the Woods can d 0 recover information on a number
of relevant topics. Since the generd locations of the Reney House Ste and the Last Dwelling Stes are
indicated in Park records, archaeologicad survey and testing of these aress can identify their exact
locations and the extent to which they survive as archaeological resources. Similar testing can a0
hdp to more fiilly definethe lay-out of the Jackson Cottage dSte including the location of related out
buildings and occupationa rdated features. Anaysisof archaeologicd survivals from each of these
dtes can hdp further our understanding of 18th and 19th century settlement in a margina or
peripheral area of Lynn and the kinds of people that could live inthese arees Similar information can
a0 be obtained for the Marblefamily and the Marble House ste neer Dungeon Rock. The andlyss
of the house dte, outbuildingsand occupationd related festures can hdp us better understand how
these people lived, how they supported themsdves and, what drove them as spiritualists to perase such
a god for along period of time. Important information can o be obtained from smcturd remains
and features a the Shoe Shop gte on Waycross Road.  Archaeological survivals may be present which
indicate details of technology for shoe manufacture and, the individuals involved inthat trade. In
particular, information may be presant which indicates why this activity occurred in such a peripherd
aeato mog other production which occurred in more settled aress of Lynn.  Archaeological survivals
may a0 exist which can contribute information on socid or socio-religions groups in Lynn and their
use of the Woods. The Marble House dte and nearby Union Rock may contain information which
can help us better undersand the Spirituaist movement and the types of people involved with the
group and why they ussd the Woods. Similar information can eso be obtained for the Exploring
Circle, a socio-environmenta group which used the Woods for camping and other out door activities
in the 19th century. These activities gopear to have bean continued in the Woods during its Park
period d0 inthe late 19th century. Further documentary resserch combined with Archaeological
urvey and testing can dso hdp identify the function and dates of constmction for the gone smctures
a Dog Hill.

The 1985 reconnaissance survey of Lynn Woods (Jones 1993) and dissartation which resulted in part
from that sudy (Jones 1994) produced additiona information which contributes directly to the
significance of prehistoric and historic archaeologica resources in Lynn woods historic district.
Surface survey and subsurfece testing of prehistoric and historic Stes in the district indicate both types
of dtessurvive intact with integrity. Among those dteswhich could be located, all know prehistoric

(Continued)
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dtesin the district with the exception of the Mount Gileed buria were tesed and found to contain
intact cultural depodts. Only one higtoric Site, a Sngle Wolf Pit was tested, however, this Ste was
d= foundto contain intact information relating to details of constmction. The remaining historic dtes
which were identified inthe field contained surface remains which were mgpped. The verification of
these resources and lack of historic land use a their locations following demolition can be interpreted
& supportive information for their integrity and that they remain as intact resources. Another
important factor which can be attributed to the 1985 archaeologica survey of Lynn Woods (Jones
1993) was the concept of cultural landscape features and their critical contribution to the historical
integrity of the Woods (Jones 1993:71). While not containing physical remains, these resources were
viewed &s reflections of the higtory of Lynn Woods (Jones 1994:71) and important cultural resources
When viewed with archaeologica dtes, these cultural landscape features contribute to the overdl
National Regiger significance of the district. Jones (1993:72) reports that while each of the dtes in
the Woods represants a particulars period of land use in Lynn and individually may be of limited
significance, when viewed within the entire inventory of cultural resources inthe park individua dtes
represent critical components of land use changes in the Woods over saverd thousand yesrs Asa
result, the survey concdudes that while individual resources may lack distinction or significance, the
entire park should be condged a significant cultural resource. Following the 1985 archaeologica
aurvey, dissartation research by Donad George Jones (Jones 1994) continued ressaerch which focused
on the Lynn Woods 19th century park landscgpe as a means of cultural expresson (Jones 1994:291).
Jones used the cultural landscepe modd to identify *...the important and continuous role that upland
resources played as margina or periphera land” (Jones 1994:292). Jonescultural landscgpe modd
supports the National Register significance of Stesin Lynn Woods by noting that while margina arees
havefrequentlybeen overlooked in archaeologica/historical reseerch due to the low divinity and low
visibility of cultura remains "The cultural landscgpe of Lynn Wood, however, demondrated that an
aea generdly presumed to have bean peripherd to the center of human activity can be arich source
of information about pagt human socigties. Employing different scdles of andyss showed that the
words played avital role in human lifeways from the prehistoric period through the creations of the
park (Jones 1994: 292-293) Jonesresearch (1993, 1994) hes taken naturd and culttiral feetures within
the Lynn Woods area and integrated them into a cultural landscape spanning thousands of years. The
use of this modd enhancesthe National Register significance of the Lynn Woods Historic District and
provides a mechanism with which potentially insignificant resources together are clearly significant by
contributing to thewhole.

(end of section 8)
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
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Verbal Boundary Description

Lynn Woods Higtoric District
Lynn (Essex County), Massachusetts

MAP 1-READING SHEET

MAP 2-SALEM SHEET

MAP 3-LYNN SHEET
MAP 4-BOSTON NORTH

1024-0018

The boundaries of the Lynn Woods Historic District are outlined on the attached magp of Lynn Woods.
The 2,200 acre didtrict is located between the Saugustown line on the west. Walnut Strest and Parkland
Avenue on the south. Grest Woods Road and Bow Ridge on the eedt and the Lynnfield town line on the
north. The district extends 2.7 miles from the Lynnfield lineto Parkland Avenue & its longest dimension
and 13 miles in breadth from the Saugus line to Grest Woods Road for an area of gpproximately 35
guare miles. The boundaries of the digtrict were established during 1889-1892 by the Lynn Pak
Commission. The westem boundary followsthe Saugus town line of 1815 in near straight angle,whilethe
southem boundary adligns dong Walnut Street,Dungeon and Parkland Avenue with en exception around

(Continued)
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the Pennybrook Road and B Stret residentiad arees as established by 1892. The eestem boundary follows
the adignment of Colonia period rangeway lots in a sep-angle configuration from Great Woods Road
dong the crest of Bow Ridgewith exception of St. Mary's Cemeatery on Lynnfield Stregt, while the north
boundary follows the straight edge of the Lynnfield town line of 1782. The district exdudes the Water
and Sewver Commission section of the Lynn Woods south of Parkland Avenue as a noncontributing area
to the historic character of the nomination.

Boundary Justification

The boundaries of the Lynn Wood Higtoric Disgtrict were drawn to include the original sections of Lynn
Woods as defined by the Lynn Pak Commissioners between 1889 and 1892. The district includes
numerous dtes and gmctures of 18th and 19th century significancewith prehistoric and possible 17th
century dte potential and severd 20th century buildings of contributing significance to the historic
integrity of the district as a public woodland park in an urban setting.

(end)
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Photographs (Black/White, 8x10 and 3x5)

1 Hemlock Ridge & Glen Dagyer
Looking esst-south

2. Ox Pagture Road (18th-19th cent.)
North section
Looking south

3. Middle Pasture Wall (18th cent.)
At Dungeon Road
Looking north-east

4. Frog Rock Trail (mid-19th cent.)
Near Mesting House Swvamp
Looking south

5. Dungeon Rock Stairway (c.1855)
Looking north-east

6. Breed's Pond Pump House (1915)
From Parkland Avenue
Looking north-west

7. Happy Valley Club House and Cottage (1933-35)
Gannon Municipa Golf Course
Looking esst-north

8. Grest Woods (Eagem) Gate (c.1935).
Grest Woods Road
Looking west-north

9.*Wolf PFits (18th cent.)
Ox Pegture-North Section
Looking north

10.* Jackson Cottage Site (19th cent.)
Waycross Pah
Looking eest

11.*Dungeon Rock Door (c.1855)
Looking north

(Continued)
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12 *Waden Pond Gatehouse (1910)
From Ox Pegture Road
Looking south

13.*John Morrissey House (1921)
102 Pennybrook Road
Looking west

*  Prints 3x5 Colored Sides

1. Hemlock Ridge from Dungeon Road
Looking eest

2. Dungeon Pegture Wall (eest section)
From Breed's Pond
Looking eest

3. Pennybrook Road from Pennybridge
Looking south

4. Penny Bridge from Pennybrook
Looking eest

5. Dungeon Rock Stairs
Looking north-east

6. Happy Vdley Club House
Gannon Municipal Golf Course
Looking eest

7. Wdaden Pond Gatehouse

From Ox Pagture Road
Looking west

(end)
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LYNN WOODSHISTORIC DISTRICT
LYNN (ESSEX COUNTY), MASSACHUSETTS DISTRICT DATA SHEET

MAP# MHC# HISTORIC NAME LOCATION DATE

1 Tomlin's Svamp South Pre Hist.
A Ramsddl's Svamp South Pre Hist.
IB Long Swamp South Pre Hist.
IC Meeting House Swamp North Pre Hist.

2 Hemlock Ridge South Pre Hist.

3 FHrebresk Shelter North Pre Hist.

4 Wedtamno Cliff Shelter North PH/19th c.
5 925 Dungeon Pagture Wall South El 8h c.

6 Middle Pesture Wall South El8th c.

7 Lynnfield Boundary Wall North El8th c.

8 Wolf Pits North El8th c.

9 Wolf Pits (flooded)* South El8th c.
10 Penny Bridge South El 8th/1902
n Ox Padure Road North PH-19th c.
12 Pennybrook Road South PH-1th c.
13 Great Woods Road South PH-19th c.
14 Dog Hill Stmctures South 18th-19th c.
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LYNN WOODS HISTORIC DISTRICT
LYNN (ESSEX COUNTY), MASSACHUSETTS DISTRICT DATA SHEET

MAP# MHC# HISTORIC NAME LOCATION DATE STATUS RESOURCE
15 Reney House Site* South 18th-19th c. C S
16 Jackson Cottege Site South 18th-19th c. C S
17 Lagt Dwelling Site* South 18th-19th c. C S
18 Shoeshop Site South E19th c. C S
19 Union Rock South MI9th c. C S
20 926 Dungeon Rock Tunnel South 1852-1880 C ST
21 Marble House Site South 1855-1857 C S
21A Marble Grave Site South 1830 C S
2 Basstt Camp Site* South C1870-1885 C S
23 Under Cliff Path South MI9th c. C S
24 Fox Rock Road South ElSth c. C S
25 Frog Rock Trall North M19thc. C S
26 Birch Pond Gate House South 1884-1835 C ST
26A Birch Pond Dam South 1834-1885 C ST
27 Waden Pond Gate Ho/Catwk. South 1910 C ST
27A Waden Pond Dam South 1906 C ST
27B Waden Pond Heed House South 1902 C ST
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MAP#

28A

28B

29A

31

32A

33B

33D

MHCH#

207

LYNN (ESSEX COUNTY), MASSACHUSETTS

HISTORIC NAME

Breads Pond Gate House
Breeds Pond Tmss Bridge
Bresds Pond Dam
Morrissey House

Storage garage

Rose Garden

Grest Woods Gate
Pennybrook Gate

Saugus Road Gate

Happy Valey Club House
Happy Valey gardnr. house
Happy Valley garage

H.V. concesson gand
Gannon Muni. Golf Course
Mt. Giliad Sted Tower

Burrill Stone Tower

LYIVN WOODSHISTORIC DISTRICT

LOCATION
South
South
South
South
South
South
South
South
South
South
South
South
South
South
South

South
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DATE
1911
1915 [18787
cl910
1921
cl925
c1920-1922
Cl935
C19%5
C19%5
1933-1934
C1933-1934
C1933/1970
c1980
1931-1933
1929

1936

STATUS

O O o o o o O O O O O O

P
@]

0

RESOURCE

ST

ST
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vs)

v}

9 9 ¢ 9



MAP#  MHC#

5 8 8 8 9 4

=

42

* Ste Not Located

Total Resources

buildings
dtes
amctures
objects
Tota

LYNN (ESSEX COUNTY), MASSACHUSETTS

HISTORIC NAME

Picnic Pavilion
Amphitheater

Camp Kiwanis office
Camp Kiwanis pool
Flynn Basebdl Field
Frey Pumping Station
Mt. Spicket standpipe

Bow Ridge sandpipe

Contributing

HoRHN -

LYNN WOODS HISTORIC DISTRICT

LOCATION

South

South

South

South

South

South

North

North

Noncontributing

~N O o O
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DATE

cl940

1940-1941

cl970

cl960

1954-1955

1988-1989

1972

1958

STATUS

NC

NC

NC

NC

NC

NC

RESOURCE
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The Commonwealth of M assachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
M assachusetts Historical Commission

July 24, 1996

Carol Shull RECEMED 2280

Keegper

Nationa Regiger of Historic Flaces
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

P. O. Box 37127

Washington, D. C. 20013-7127

Dear Ms. Shull:
Enclosed pleese find the following nomination form:

Lynn Woods Historic District (Essex County), Massachusetts, 01938

The nomination has been voted digible by the State Review Board and has been sgned by
the State Historic Preservation Officer. Owners were notified of pending State Review Board
consgderation 30-75 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity to comment.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Friedberg 0
National Regider Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

endosure

cc. Carl Greenler, Chairperson, Lynn Historicd Commisson, 3 City Hall Square, Lynn, MA

01901

Calvin Young, Dept. of Community Devdopment, 3 City hall Square, Lynn, MA 01901

Arthur Krim, 36 Highland Avenue, Cambridge, MA 02139

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 « (617) 727-8470

Fax: (617) 727-5128 TDD: 1-800-392-6090



