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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Monkton Town Hall stands in the center of the Village of Monkton
Ridge. It is a one-story wood-frame gable-roofed building which stands

on a rubblestone foundation. The Greek Revival style structure is

three bays wide and three deep (32' x 45'). A heavy entablature runs
around the perimeter of the building's slate roof, and partially returns
across the gable elevation. Doric corner pilasters support the entabla-
ture and frame the front gable elevation, which contains a central six-
paneled door flanked by severe Doric pilasters and capped with a peaked
entablature on which is mounted an early globe light. The flanking windows,
as well as those on the side elevations, are 12/12 with peaked heads on
the frames. A triangular opening in the front gable peak is filled with a
sunburst louver pattern.

The interior consists of a single meeting room containing a raised platform
at the rear. Two heavy wooden columns near the entrance are deeply
chamfered into an octagonal form,; smaller columns stand at the rear in
front of the stage. The plaster walls have a matchstick paneled dado,
while the ceiling is covered with acoustical tile. The wall surrounding
the entrance projects slightly into the room to accomodate the wide
exterior entrance reveal.

The Town Hall was originally constructed with a square cupola, blown down
in a hurricane earlier in the persent century. Evidence of its former
existence is given by the heavy chamfered posts, near the entrance, needed
to support the cupola's weight.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Monkton Town Hall's simple statement of the Greek Revival style stands as

a significant example of rural New England civic architecture of the mid-nineteenth
century. The utilitarian design and ornament of the building, along with its
prominent location in the village of Monkton Ridge, indicate the importance
thrifty Vermonters placed upon their intensely democratic institution of town
government.

The present one room town hall was built in 1859 by residents of Monkton Ridge
village and presented as a gift to the town after the old town hall in Monkton
Boro (the ridge village's peremnial rival for the role of town center) was found
to be in need of repair as well as too small to house the assembled residents of
the town.

Built primarily as the town meeting place, in recent years the structure has housed
Monkton's Town Office.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

- The property nomlnated is approximately 35' x 50' in size. It is bounded
on the north and west by the Monkton Ridge Cemetery and on the south by
the Leon Bushey residence.
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