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Located in a rural area near Ripley, the site comnsists of six structures
and their immediate grounds constituting the settlement area of the former
farmstead. Though deteriorated by disuse, the site still offers an excellent
illustration of frontier adaptation and homestead growth. Dominated visually
by the large-block Hopkins Sandstone House, the site includes two other sandstone
structures - a smaller structure resembling the large house and the original
sandstone house now in a state of ruin. Two wooden structures stand on the
site - a grainery and a chicken shed, both used now for hay storage. A large
cellar also remains intact, covered by a brick entry. Abandonment of the farm-
stead and overgrazing have left a portion of the site overgrown in evergreens.
However, a large pear tree and a fenced pen area still give a feel for the
human occupation.

The Hopkins Sandstone House (1 on map), built in 1899 by John and Tom
Hopkins, is 30' square and of coarse cut sandstone block construction extending
12' in height to the roof. The roof is hipped, an indication of Midwestern
folk-architecture, is gabled on the north and south sides, and has a central
chimney. Internally, the ground floor consists of four rooms with a central
stairway leading to a single attic room. This is a common American house design,
reaching back to Colonial floor plans. The block is very well laid.

The smaller sandstone utility house (2 on map) is 12' wide by 15' long
with a span roof. It resembles the Hopkins House in that it is constructed
in the same manner with coarse cut sandstone blocks. .

Located next to the utility house and behind the Hopkins House is a large
cellar (3 on map). The entry of ‘the cellar consists of a 4' wide by 9' 1ong
brick stairway shelter with a span roof.

60' west of the Hopkins House is a small two-story grainery (4 on map).
Constructed of wood, the grainery is 10' wide and 12' long.

25' southwest of the sandstone utility house is an old chicken shed (5 on map).
The chicken shed is of wood construction, 8' wide by 20' long.

In the southwest corner of the site is the first sandstone house built
on the homestead (6 on map). 9' wide by 15' long, this house was constructed
of flat sandstone rocks with sand and clay chinking. Though in a state of ruin,
the end walls and part of the sidewall remain standing.

- 1000' to the south of the site in an intermittent stream bed are two fire
pits from which mortar ash was created for constructing the Hopkins House and
the utility house. 10' deep and 6' in diameter, these pits were filled with
alternating layers of hardwood and limestone which was burned, producing a strong
ash mortar for cementing the sandstone blocks together.
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The site of the Hopkins Sandstone House and Farmstead is a
example of settlement adaptation by white settlers homesteading

Lands of Indian Territory opened by the run of April 22, 1889.

settlement of the district caused living in makeshift dwellings
' permanent homes could be established.

rare and unique
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In the case of this farmstead site, the

abundance of local sandstone was utilized to construct the first permanent

structure, a crude, but efficient, sandstone fragment house.

At a later date,

great sandstone blocks held together by a mortar ash derived from burning ‘

local limestone and hardwood.

i the more substantial Hopkins House and utility house were constructed of
\
|
]

Two wells, livestock pens, a cellar, a

grainery, a chicken house, and a‘'surviving pear tree lend the site a feeling

for its days as a productive homestead.

The durability of the sandstone houses are a vivid reminder of settlement

and adaptation to the environment of the western Oklahoma frontier. ~The

| introduction of a midwestern house type in the form of the Hopkins House is
also an excellent reminder of the cultural heterogeneity of Oklahoma's settlement

history.

Since abandonment of the farmstead, overgrazing has produced a thick
growth of evergreens around the property which once was relatively treeless.
The close proximity of an oil well also indicates a change in land use from

the farmstead's early days.

However, neither of these factors has seriously

detracted from the integrity of the site as a representative of settlement
and adaptation in the Oklahoma frontier.
and archeological research would likely produce considerable information

on the daily affairs of the area's early white settlers and on the nature of

the agricultural adaptation.

The site is disturbed only minimally,
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