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| ¢ ATIONAL REG STER CRITERI A STATIJIEM (if applicable)
I The Loren Tow e Estate possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials, work-
N raanship, feeling and associations. | ti ssignificant as thebest preserved and nost el a-
$ borate of several estate houses that were developed on t hecrest of Centre Street i n the
[ early 20th century (seeN Al and 2). Designed by well-known Boston architect, Arthur
Bowditch i n 1920, i ti sa magnificent exanple of theJacobethan Revival style with lavish
imported interior finishes. Itsquality i sgreatly enhanced by its O nsted Brothersde-
signed | andscape and numerous remaini ng dependencies. The house also incorporates a dis-
tingui shed Maginnis and Wl sh designed chapel/school wing associatedwith its post-1926
history as the Sacred Heart School. The Loren Tow e Estate neets criterion Cof the NI

[

ARCH | ECTURAL SI GNI FI CANCE Describe inportant architectural features and evaluate i nterns of
other buildings within thecommunity.

5 General Features of theEstate o !

The Tow e Estate i slocated on a hilltop at the SN corner of R chnond Road and Centre Street
in an area that was developed with several large estates during thelate 19th and early 20th
centuries. A 1920s promotional brochure described this part of Centre Street as an ancient
Col oni al highway as well as a broad street lined with great elns and fine estates with
sweeping views of thedistant Charles River. Set well back fromCentre Street at the end
of acircular drive, theToule Estate originally included a mansion house, several depen-
dencies (service building, large E-plan greenhouse, garage and two cottages) tothenorth
rear, and formally landscaped grounds tothesouth and west. Al | of these elements remain
except thegreen house whose site i smarked by a foundation and by its rear shed which was
constructed of brick rather than iron and glass. Later additions totheestate include a
3i story chapel and 2j story school wing added t ot henorth side of t henansion housei n
1926, a large modern one story wing attached totheearlier addition by a glazed wal kway i n
v
H ST AMSFOTRAERNGE® Bl ! P (0% el s bl B5ed?s B0 S7! 670088 'Y a1y s A 8'row t e
building relates to the devel opnent of the ccsnaunity.
Loren Towle never lived in the magnificent house which he created at 785 Centre Street. Begun in

st . 1 920. it was inccmDlete 9t the time of his succsn neath in 1924 and fiao to c¢s sold to settle the estate.
Towie, a phenomenally successful real estate investor, served as Dirsctor of internmional Trust Co, oo
*Boston; Director of the Boston Chamber of Commerce: Director of the Boston Real Estate Exchange;
Alderman, Newton nass 1910-1911, President of the Newton ImDrovement Association 1912, and
was a memoer of the Bostonian Society, Daihousie Lodge. Hunneweil Club of Newton and the Newton Golf
riuh  The house and outbuildings were dssicned hv BostDn architect, Arthur W. Bowditch, -vio was

, resDonsiDie ror numerous commisons such as ine ma -oum nuiiQing, 2?-* ssv:-snington street, Doston.

Olmsted Brothers designeo the ground and garcens and the greennouse was by Lord and Burnnam.

Developer Henn'J.O"neara purchased the 49 acre estate in 1924, subdividing the western end of the

property.aiongCabotStreetintohouselots. The mansion house and outbuildings, with 17 acres, was A
aquired bv Sxred Heart School, one of the oidesi preparatory schools for young women m the Boston

area in exchange for four Back Bay townhouses, which they h” outgrown. Architects Maginnis and vV,
Walsh designed the chapel and school wing which were added immediatly and the school opened on the

Newton campus in the summer of 1926. A 300 seat auditorum/gymnasium was built in 1960. A

designed by Maginnis. Walsh & Kennedy. The firm of Maginnis and Walsh was nationally famous for its
designs of Roman Catholic churches and institutions. Its most notable local examples are the buildings
of Boston College on its Commonwealth Avenue campus.

ai BLI CGRAPHY and/ or REFERENCES !

Building Records: 785 Centre Street, Meridlth and Grew Brochure for the Towle
Estate, Publicity material from Newton Country Day School of the Sacred Heart.
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Architectural Siginificance (cont) . .

the rear of the mansion house and directly south of the original outbuildings.

Al'l of the original buildings are designed in the Jacobethan Revival style, popular for
|arge estates at the turn-of-the-century, and are constructed of light buff colored Ronman
brick with Indiana [imestone trim Vernmont slate roofs, and dressed Deer Isle granite
under pinnings. Despite their venerable appearance, the buildings were designed to incor-
porate nodern features such as fireproof construction, central heating, electricity, their
oamn pressurized water system and connection with the city sewerage system

Mansi on House

The original portion of the house is rectangular in plan and rises 2* stories froma high
baserment to a gable roof. This basic mass is enlivened by asymmetrically placed wall dor-
mers, clustered chimmeys and strong cross gables which appear on both the front (E) and
rear (W elevations. The generous use of |imestone trim provides articulationfor major
features and also adds to the building's architectural interest. Consistent uses include
a nmolded water table, a string course above the second story, coping, finials, and rusti-
cated window trim, in some cases with heavy tracery. Limestone is used nost freely on the
cross gables, especially the central one which includes a porte cochere fashioned entirely
of carved limestone including escutcheons enblazoned with the letter T (the letter T is
also worked into the massive Tiffany stained glass window above the entry). The rear or
garden elevation (W is simlar in massing and detail to the facade, and it is set off hy

"broad terraces with carved balustrades and broad sweeping steps of limestone." The 1920s
promotional brochure that provided this quote also provides detailed information about the
interior spaces and finishes including plans and photographs. |t states that the house was

fireproof throughout with reinforced concrete floors, steel girders and terra cotta block
partions, and that despite its size and magnificance, large wi ndows admtting copious
anounts of sunlight, and perfectly proportioned roons resulted in a "throughly honelike

and liveable house." Electrical fixtures were fashioned by Edward F Cal dwell G of Nw
York, and interior woodwork and painting were done by noted Cambridge furniture makers,
lrving & Casson. The namin stairhall, which one entered from the porte cochere, is finished

with English oak as is the gallery or corridor which runs laterally along the front of the
building. The conservatory at the south end is finished with a marble nmosaic floor, Aneri-
can wal nut paneling and bookcases, and a Convent Senna marble fireplace. The library is
finished with African raahogony paneling and a fireplace of Sevanto marble. The Dbilliard
roomis paneled in teak with a wide frieze of caen stone spanning the distance to the ceil-
ing. The dining roomis paneled fromfloor to ceilingin Honduras rmahogony, while the
breakfast roomis paneled with French wal nut.

Qut bui | di ngs

Behind thfe main . house are one mobdern outbuilding and six original dependencies. The
original structures conplenment the mansion house in style and materials, and proceeding
from south to north, include the following: A one story gable roof service building with
central cross gable above a large double-leaf door (the original central heating plant

and water storage tanks were located in the basenment), a 1" story shed with cross gable
that was originally attached to the rear of a large elaborate greenhouse fashioned by Lord
& Burnham a one story garage with central cross gable which is simlar to the service
building, a tw story single-famly house with double cross gable, and a two story two-
famly house with triple cross gable. The latter tw A"structures face north onto R chnond Rl

Staple to Inventory form at bott(m
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Architectural Siginificance (cont)

Landscape

According t othe 1920s promotional brochure, "Southeast of the house i sthe roSe garden
with its trefoil coping of Indiana |imestone; directly south, approached fromthe terrace,
is a sunken garden, andt othe southwest a rockery. The grounds were laid out by Mssrs.
O nsted Brothers, the fanous |andscape architects." Although plantings have not been con-
sistnetly maintained, coping andterraces remain aswell as anallee of trees extending

the north-south axis of the house between the rose garden andt hesunken garden.

See attached plans of main house and grounds, and xerox photographs of main house and
grounds- fromMeridith & Gew brochure. .

*MI.

Staple to Inventory form at bOttcm
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