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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Ted Smallwood's store and trading post is located on the easterr 
portion at the southernmost tip of Chokoloskee Island in Collier 
County, Florida. The Island is surrounded by Chokoloskee Bay, 
and is separated from the Gulf of Mexico by the Ten Thousand 
Islands, just south of the Florida Everglades. The one-story, 
board and batten structure is rectangular in plan, and is 
raised on wooden pilings. When built in 1917 by C.S. "Ted" 
Smallwood, the structure was a few feet above ground level; 
however, a storm in 1925 flooded the floor of the building, 
and it was in this year that Smallwood elevated the building to 
its present height. A six-foot space under the entire structure 
is perhaps the main reason the building has withstood the many 
years of hurricane and wind damage. The building is of simple I 
construction design, and has a gabled roof covered in corrugated 
tin. The north and south sides of the structure are also I 
covered with corrugated tin. The single entry on the main (east) 
facade extends through to the west portion of the structure 
which faces Chokoloskee Bay. An open veranda at the rear of the| 
building spans Its width, and a portion of it extends out over 
the Bay. The upper one-fourth of the building is covered with 
corrugated tin. A steep, wooden stair leads up to the entrance 
which consists of a heavy wooden door. Two pair of windows 
flank this entry; those on the left (south) side were boarded.

In addition to a meager inventory of some modern-day merchandise! 
for sale to the local residents, the store contains a vast 
collection of memorabilia dating back to the early part of the 
decade. Unsold merchandise which has accumulated over the years 
is found on nearly every shelf and counter. Among the relics 
are tools, cooking implements, photographs, posters, and display 
of shells and artifacts. A set of Howe Scales, dated 1898, 
Smallwood first opened his trading post, rests on the old wooden 
counter. The porch still contains an old gasoline pump used 
when Smallwood's was the center of an active trading post and 
fishing center.

Scattered around the grounds of the building are the rusted 
remains of boat ways which were used to haul boats up from the 
Bay.

The Chokoloskee Post Office is also contained in Smallwood's 
Store, as it has been since the pioneer 
appointed postmaster in 1906.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

C.S. "Ted" Smallwood came to Chokoloskee Island as a permanent 
settler in 1897, and was one of the largest landholders in I 
the area, having owned 35 1/2 acres. The Post Office at 
Chokoloskee was established November 27, 1891. As a pioneer, 
Smallwood started his trading post in his home which was 
located only a few yards from the water which surrounds the 
Island. In the same year, 1906, he became postmaster—a post 
held by him for ^S^years until his daughter, Thelma, succeeded 
him. The post office was also operated from his home. The j 
Smallwood trading post became trading headquarters for the 
region, although the Storter interests at Everglades were 
also prospering and rivaled Smallwood's business.

In 1917, Smallwood built the general store that still serves 
as postoffice and store for the residents of Chokoloskee 
Island. The structure has weathered South Florida hurricanes 
during the 56 years of its existence, and appears relatively 
unchanged during all this time. The fact that the structure 
has withstood the elements of time and weather could be 
attributed to Smallwood's ingenuity when, in 19-25, he raised 
the building on pilings in order to prevent flooding. He is 
also responsible for discovering one of three artesian wells 
on the Island.

Smallwood was a seafarer who sailed along Florida's east 
coast and was a frequent visitor from Key West in 1894, prior 
to the advent of the railroad. He was born in Lake City, and 
went to sea from Punta Gorda at the age of ten. In 1918, he 
recognized the need for easy access to his island enterprises 
and dredged a channel from the deep water to his dock at 
store front—a move which proved a considerable commercial 
advantage, as well as opening up that side of the Island to 
increased trade. Fish houses which formerly were located 
farther back on the Island, were relocated to either side of 
his trading post; a boatways was erected to haul boats from 
the Bay; and the water's edge settlement became a center of 
activity for several years.

Included among the significant facts associated with Chokoloskee 
Island is its use as a military base for expeditionary forces 
during the final days of the Seminole Indian wars.—————————
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