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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Thomas Amis was an important figure in the settlement of the 
Hawkins County section of East Tennessee. As an early settler, 
he built one of the first stone houses in the area. The house 
has always remained in the Amis famil^^and is presently inhabited 
by the sixth generation. As a result, both the house and its 
contents serve as important historical and cultural documents in 
a study of upper East Tennessee.

Originally from a French Hugfe'unot background in North Carolina, 
Amis moved to Tennessee circa 1781-1782. He had acquired acreage 
through a land grant, and by adding to his holdings, .owned several 
large tracts by the time of his death in the late eighteenth 
century. Amis developed his business interests and built his 
house simultaneously. He owned and operated a store, blacksmith T s 
shop, distillery, saw and grist mills, and tavern. The land on 
which Rogersville was established originally belonged to Amis. One 
of Amis T fourteen children married Joseph Rogers, the founder of 
Rogersville who worked in Amis T store when first arriving in the 
area. The land on which Rogersville was developed was supposedly 
a present from Amis to the newly-married couple.

Amis had served as a Captain and Commissary of the North Carolina 
troops during the Revolutionary War, and had been elected to the 
Provisional Congress of Carolina held in Halifax in 1776. In 
1788-89, he represented Hawkins County in the North Carolina 
Assembly, at which time he presented the bill for the establishment 
of a town at "Hawkins Courthouse," as Rogersville was first called.

Traditional history has stated that Amis hired a Pennsylvania 
stonemason, Thomas Harlan, to build his house. Although there are 
family papers and records in the house, it was impossible to check 
them for this information.

The home of this early settler is important as one of the earliest 
examples of Tennessee architecture extant.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Amis House is located outside Rogersville in an area which has 
remained agricultural. It is an interesting stone and clapboard 
house exhibiting numerous additions and alterations on the surface. 
To properly document its history would require an extensive archi­ 
tectural study for this structure which has been adapted to the 
lives of six generations of the Amis family since its construction 
in the early 1780 T s.

Its present appearance consists of the first floor built of undressel 
and very irregular stone, and the second story and back wing built 
of clapboard. According to the family, the full second story was 
built in 4JB4j>; until that time, the house was a story and a half. 
Across the front is a jloublejpprch with one end enclosed to shelter 
a stairway. The roof is pitched with a deep overhang covering the 
second story of the front porch. The sjingle interior chimney on 
the main section denotes the division cTf^fhe two rooms on the first 
floor. Windows vary in size and number of panes.

Numerous appendages are attached to the house. There is a thatched 
portico protecting the cellar entrance. The board and batten 
wellhouse appears to be built on an older stone foundation. The 
rear porch on the main section was adapted for use as a kitchen by 
the present owner. ^

It was possible to see^pnly the first floor which consists of two 
rooms, including the parlor, in the main section. Both rooms have 
separate entrances off the front porch. The back wing, also con­ 
taining" two rooms designated the dining room and the kitchen, is 
reached through an enclosed porch. All four downstairs rooms have 
fireplaces as well as enclosed stairways leading to the second floor 
rooms. Woodwork is very simple.

There are several outbuildings of an early date including a smoke­ 
house and a log corn crib. The two barns are of a later date.
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