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DESCRIPTION
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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Sout h Lancast er Engi ne House stands on Main Street, inthe center of South Lan-

caster, onone-half acre of land. |Immediately to the south, separated from the fire-
house by atall hedge, is atriangular shaped green, Sanuel Vérd Park, formed by the
intersection of Main Street and Bolton Road. Across the street from the engine housel

IS the canpus of Atlantic Union College.

The fire station is twostorieshigh with ahipped roof. The facade i s three bays w de
and the side elevations are three bays deep. The wal |l surface is clapboard with corner-
boards except for a continuous shi n?l ed belt inaninbricated pattern, between the
first and second floors. The belt Tlares out slightly at its bottomwhere it neets
abuilt-up molding. The com ce is supported by slender, curving brackets set close
together. Fenestration is paired sash windows with two |ights over one, except for

the center bays of the facade and el evations. Qnthe first floor of the facade

are two bays with new overhead doors. The center bay of the second floor has three
round arched w ndows. The bay extends above the cornice toform abase for the

bel | tower. The roof of the bay curves inward and is topped by an open four-sided

bel' | housi n?. The housing is topped by a curving hipped roof. Qnthe side el evations,
the second Tloor center bay extends beyond the cornice line to create a shed roof
dorner. [t has four large, two-light-over-one, sash w ndows. Above these w ndows

are four scgjare w ndows. Cornerboards and hori zontal band nol dings are used to set of f

the center bays.

the first floor interior consists of alarge open area for two engi nes andwork space.
To the rear are tworoons and the stairs tothe second floor. The second floori s
3n open hal | .
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CA. Woodruff

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The South Lancaster Engine House was built by the town in 1888, andis significant
as theearliest fire stationinthe areastill beingused foritsoriginal purpose.

Little i s known of the Fire Departnent before 1887. At Town Meeting of 1829, 13

fire wards were chosen. By 1848 aFire Departnment Organi zation was forned. For a
forty-year period, between 1838 and 1877, the only Fire Departnent expense was i n
1848 when $49. 75 was spent for fire hooks and | adders. | n 1877, however, acommttee
recommended t he purchase of a "Halls Inproved Fire Engine," the formation of an

engi ne conpany, that areservoir be built between the Bulfinch Church and Town Hal |,
and that aplace bebuilt for safe keeping of the newengi ne.

At the Town Meeting of June 18, 1887, it was decided that $3,500 woul d be expended

to build astationforthe Fire Departnent in South Lancaster. Three persons were
nomnated to the building comttee, John E Thayer, Henry F. Hosner, and Carter J.
Lewis. Construction began i n 1887, andwas conpleted i n March of 1888. Expenditures
were $45 for the architect M. CA Wodruff, $2,000 for the construction toM. C

H Harris, and $1,445 to HF. tbsner for finish work. Since the building was conpl et ed.
It has been i ncontinuous use as afire station. The only change has been the re-

pl acenent of the original sw ngingdoors w th overhead doors.

Sone t ownspeopl e renenber when there used t o be an engi ne on one side and two hor se-
or nan-drawn wagons on t he other, one of which was asleigh. There was, too, a bell
m t he tower that had anost frightening sound.
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PAUL GUZZI

June 28, 1976

M. Charles Herrington, Registrar
Nat i onal Register

National Park Service

Departnent of the Interior

Viashi ngton, DC 20240

Dear Charl es:

Encl osed please find National Register nomnation forns for thefollowng
four properties:

1. Lancaster, South Lancaster Engi ne House

2. Lexington, Snonds Tavem

3. Haverhill, Wshington Street Shoe District
4. Northanpton, The Minse

These properties have been voted eligible by the Massachusetts Historical
Gomm ssion (State Review Board) and have been signed by the State Historic
Preservation Officer, Elizabeth Reed Anadon.

Sincerely yours,

Patricia L. Vésl owski
Survey Di rector

R\ v
Encl osur es



ENTR ES | NTHE NATI ONAL REd STER
STATE MBSAC SEI TS

Date Entered

Nane Location
Tremont MJail Factory District \Vir ahar a
Pyiaouth County
Sout h Lancaster Engi ne House Sout h Lancast er
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Al'so Notified

Hon. El7ard M Kennedy State Historic Preservation Officer
Hon. Ev/ard W Brooke IIrs. Eliaabeth H Anmadon

Hon* Gerry E Studds EKccutive Director

Hon. Robert F, Drinan, Jr. Massachusetta Historical Coinal ssion
Hon. Margaret M ileckler 294 \al iington Btreet

Regional Director” North Bost on, "l asaachusetts 02108

Atlantic Region

880 Mrott/row 11/ 3/ 76 INT: 2950- 75



South Lancester Engine,..state Secretary
- .Charman. of the™ Commissorii®-* Builtly theTowti f Lancaster

Lancaster, nominated for

nin theNational Register " has 'been™'informed by’ Gary/
toric Places by the® Eyerhardt,- Director of
Historical- .Nationa. Pak", Service in the still being used for its original

chusetts

5d0n, has been accepted,”. United States Departrneht of the  purposev

Inenginepouse

‘auirrf

JdntMor, AMS\I'N 42,0

is significant as the

the ealiest fire statioii in the area”™*doors. A/

:EOOWX\

‘Little I s' known of the Fire
.Department before B At town

"\?meeting™of 89 thirteen, fu-e

1

[

J wards were 'chosen. By 1848 a
, Fire Department OrganizatiAn
wasformed. Fora 4 year period,
between 1838 and 1877, the only
Fire Department expensewas in
1848 when $4975 was spent for
fire hooks and ladders. In 1877,
however, a committed recom-
mended the purchase of a "Halls
Improved Fire Engine/' the
formation of an engine company,
ad  that a reservoir he built
between the Bulfinch Church and
Town Hall. It aso recommended
that a place be built for safe-
keeping of the hew engine” «

At thetown meetingd June 13

-1887> it was decided-jthat'$3,500"deep

would be expended to build a

station for the Fire*Department  « o

in South Lancaster* Three per-
os"'were nominated to the
building committee, John E.
Jhayer,'Henry F. Hosme and
Cater J.' Lewis. Congtruction

in® and wascompleted
in March of 1883 Expenditures
were $45 for the architect, Mr.
CA.  Woodruff, £00Q for the
construction to Mr. CH.' Harris
ad  $1445 to H.F. Hosne for
finish work. Since the building
was completed, it has been in
continuous uxe as a fire station.

LS4 S ]

"The

only has been' the
replacement;'of the original-
swinging doors with overheed
'_/\'/'I'A'II\'

Some townspeople remember
when there usad to be an engine
m onesdeandtw horse-or::man
drawn wagons on the other, one
o whichwasa deigh. There wes*
o, abdl inthe tower that had a
mog frightening sound.' : . <~

e firehouse sands on one”'
haf acred landm Main Street in
the center of South Lancaster.'
Immediately to the South,
separated'from thefire station by
a tal hedge, it is triangular
shaped green’, * Samud Ward |,
Park, formed by theintersection
o Main street and Bolton Road.
Acrossthe street from the engine
house, is the campus of Atlantic
Union College- *

Te fire station is two stories'
high with a hipped roof. The
facade isthree bays wide and the
dde devations ae_three bays .
.. The'fitst floor, interior.*
condgts of alarge open area for
engines'ad  work space To |
the rear are two rooms and the «
stairs to the second floor. The;
soond floor Is an open hall.

Elizabeth Reed. Amadon,
Executive Secretary of the ;
M assachusetts. Historical j
Comniissori, praised the efforts|j
medely theLancaster Historica ;
Commisson and said the loca
members played an important |
part in the decisoh lo have the «
Engine House placed in the
Nationd Regiger of Higtoric
Paces. .
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