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NATTOW. REG STER (R TER A STATENENT (i f appl i cabl e)

e T MJ eai MMD [ AG aCr™H cTiettlng
The Everett. Avehue/ Sheffield Road Historic District possesse® ih*g™lty-'of Tocatlin',' design,
workmanship, feeling andassociations. Bordering the Mystic Lakes, i tis significant as

W nchester's finest turn-of-the-century neighborhood, surpassing even the slightly earlier
Védgenere area (Area A). Architectural quality inthe area i s extremely high with fine
representations of the Colonial Revival, Medieval Revival and Neo-Rationalist styles, many
of which were designed by local architects F. Patterson Smth or Dexter Blaikie. Develop-
ment of this area at the turn-of-the-century cul m nates Wnchester's grow ng reputation as
a fashionable suburb attracting weal thy Boston businessnen. | t neets criteria Aand C of
the National Register of Historic Places.

AHTEOURL. SGNHCGANE  Descri be mportant architectural features and eval uateinterns of
other areas within the conmunity. . C oL oaiw -ul o,

The Everett Avenue/ SheffieldRoad Historic District waps the northern and eastern shores'

of the upper Mystic Lakes andi s ot herwi se bounded by Sheffield Read (W, Church Street (N)

and Bacon Street (E). Although the area wasnot [aid out as a formal subdivision, it is

extremely cohesive interms of scale, set back, style and general elaboration of its houses.

Boundaries are clearly defined by the Mystic Lake and surrounding areas of smaller scale,

nmodern houses. This i s especially true onshort roads like Niles Lane and Edgewater Pl ace

that lead down to the |ake at the western edge of the district andonthe eastern side of >

Bacon Street. Roads inthe area are wide and gently winding with Everett Avenue follo\iin80S9”

the shore of the Mystic Lake. Mature shade trees andthe grassed oval formed by Sheffield Bs-tfi

Road and Sheffield Road West enhance the quality of the district which has been called the idftt.'M

most desireable residential area i ntown. "Proximty to the Wdgemere Railroad Station hasol TOVor

al so enhanced- the attractions of the district. Only 20o0f 129properties are defined as « r9d*.J

intrusions, and are nodern houses that do not neet the National Register cut-off date. " -YIfs
(GON) '

HSTARCL SGNHCANE Explain historical inportance of area axd howthe area relates to the

devel opnent of other areas of the conmunity.

The Everett Avenue/ SheffieldRoad Historic District stands onthe farm ands granted t o
Increase Nowell inthe 17th century onthe shores of the upper Mystic Lake. Everett Avenue
is nanmed for Edward Everett who purchased the Nowell land in 1858 and built a mansion house
that was denmolished i nthe md-20th century. Everett whowas a US Senator, mnister to
Great Britian, candidate for Vice-President, orator at Gettysburg, Governor of Massachusetts,
and President of Harvard University, wasWnchester's most'illustrious resident. Part of N
Everett Avenue was laid out inthe 19th century, but onanillustrated map of 1898 only

two houses appear there; by 1916 there were 33 on Everett Avenue alone. | n Decenber of b
1914 the Wnchester Star reported, "Substantial, commodious housesinthis jhysicaHy attractive
location onlake front property make this area desireable and a symbol of success". Mny
prom nent families of the town have lived inthe area over the years, andi nthe 1950e,

the Governor of Massachusetts, John Vol pe, chose to build his home onEverett Avenue.

The nost outstanding devel oper i nthe area was Phineas Nickerson whohad been a captain on e »
the steanship line from NewYork to Nova Scotia. After hisretirement in 1894, he noved to .
W nchester and built a hone i nthe Wdgenere area (Area A). He bought land i n both Vdge-

mere and this area as a pastime and built houses often i nconjunction with [ocal architect.
Dexter Blaikie. Blaikie was oneof three builder/architect brothers, originally fromNova
Scotia, who cane to Wnchester fromnearby Somerville about 1890. W/ liam and Edw n Bl aikie

mai ntained anarchitectural office in Boston and designed the Wnchester Savings Bank ( NK
6/19/79) i n 1892 aswell as many houses i n Wnchester and surroundi ngtowns such as Lanbridge

Bl BLI OERAPHY and/ or REFHEEBENCES and Sonervil [ evAr, (A - AN AL AN

Chaprman, Henry Smith. History of Wnchester, Mss. V" TrpprS?: | *m. " Qv M QAUS ZSU
W nchester ARoUxv”~i AAnter resources, historic maps, town directories, tax recoras. o JAN
W nchester Star. Decenber, iv -, ' -Mch 14, 1932, .
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Architectural Significance (cont)
Individual Buildings are described bel ow

The earliest houses i nthe area are designed in the Colonial Revival style with a progres-
sive trend toward nmore academic use of stylistic elements. The earliest house inthe area
is the hone of artist J. Foxcroft Cole, 8 Everett Avenue, cl 880, which stands near Bacon
Street. | tis2"stories withasymetrical facade whose second story overhangs the/second. v
The central bay of this three bay house i s enphasized by a cross gable and contains an
entry detailed with sidelights and semi-circular fan fronted by a Tuscan porch. Flanking
w ndows at both stories contain 81 sash. The house i s sheathed with shiplap. Sonmewhat
later, and freer inits interpretation of the style i sthe Oren Sanborn House, 12 Sheffield
Road, cl 898, designed by the Blaikie/Nickerson team | tisa shingled foursquare house en-
closed by a hiproof with dormers and exposed rafter ends. |t snost interesting feature i s
its balustraded verandah with paired Tuscan columms supporting broad segmental arches; the
verandah term natesin a porte-cochere at the southern end. Another early Colonial Revival
style house inthe area i s the Lucia L. Clark House, 9 Sheffield Road, cl 898, also built by
the Blaikie/Nickerson team | tis a large rectangular plan house rising 2" stories to a
hip roof with modillion cornice. | tisshingle clad and detailed with with w de w ndow
heads adopted by Col onial Revival architects fromhigh style Federal period design; nany of
the windows contain |ozenge pane sash. The facade i s domnated by a |arge, bal ustraded
Tuscan porch. Dormers with paired wi ndows and broken scroll pedinments break the front slope
of the roof. Another house inthe sane vein i s the Steven Hilton House, 3 Stratford Road,
cl901. I tisalarge shingled 2j story house enclosed by a deeply overhanging hip roof with
exposed joist ends. Porches are cut into the second story in Shingle style fashion, and a
verandah with bal ustrade and paired Tuscan colums extends across the facade toterm nate

in a bow at the easternend. The two finest exanples of the Colonial Revival style inthe
district are both designed by F. Patterson Smith, a Wnchester resident and partner inthe
Boston firm of Warren & Smith. Smith was a graduate of Harvard, and later Dean of the

School of Design. Constructed of brick laid up i nFlemsh bond, the house i s articulated

by quoins and beltcoursesand features facade gables flanking an entry with balustraded
porch. Wndows contain multi-pane double-hung sash and are headed by splayed Federal lintels,
with keystones at the first story. The Everett D Chadw ck House, 24 Everett Avenue, 1908
is the other fine Colonial Revival style house inthe area designed by F. Patterson Smnith

for his lawyer friend. The Chadw ck House, still owned by the same famly, i s a nore ec-
lectic exanple of the style, combining stucco wall surfaces with brick trim including quoins,
beltcourse, w ndow surrounds, enframent of the central bay, and chimey trim | tisa

three bay, foursquare house with a projecting garage wing to the north. | tis enclosed by

a hip roof and focused on a pedinented central pavillion defined by quoins. The central bay

contains an arched entry and a bal ustraded French door at the second story. Flanking w ndows
are paired and contain multi-pane sash. Several exanples of the Tudor Revival style exist
in the district.. The npst el aborateis the Florence B Martin House, 23 Sheffield Road, cl911,
Designed by the Blaikie/Nickerson team this 2" story stucco clad house has an overhanging
second story and i s enclosed by a jerkin-headedroof. |tssymmetrical facade i s framed by
jerkin-headed cross gables that contain paire'd windows. Supported on brackets, triple win-
dows are located below at the first story. Between the projecting cross gables i s a balus-
traded porch with banked w ndows above. A sunporch wing extends fromthe south elevation.
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Architectural Significance (cont)

A much sinpler exanple of the Tudor Revival style is the Dexter Blaikie House, 45 Everett
Avenue. c¢l893, built by the prolific architect for himself. Built on an irregular plan, it
conbines a brick first story with a half-timbered second story and shingled dormers. |t
is enclosed by a clipped gable roof. Wndows, which are sonetines banked, contain casenent
sash. The WIlliam G Russell House, 15 Everett Avenue, ¢l 909, was designed for this Bos-
ton provision dealer by local architect Robert Coit in a transitional Tudor Revival/Neo-

Rationalist style. Itis a 2 story house enclosed by a gable roof with exposed rafter
ends. |tis stuccoed with sone half-timbering at the second story and shingled at the
first. Its symmetrical three bay facade is organized around a half-timbered central gable.

A oriel window occupies the central bay at the second story, and beneath is the'entry with
wel | detailed pergola porch. Triple windows with multi-pane sash flank the entry. A per-
gola porch is appended to the south elevation. Qe of the finest Neo-Rationalist or
Craftsman style houses in the area is the George B Smith House, 32 Everett Avenue, cl 908,
possibly built by Phineas Nickerson for the nmanager of the Suffolk Brewing Gonpany. It is
a large 2i story stuccoed house of irregular plan that is enclosed by a gable roof with ex-
posed rafter ends; at the north end the roof slopes down to one story height and contains

a large gabled dormer. Adjacent, the roof assumes an el egant curve echoing the curve of

the three w ndows banked beneath. The roof extends down in a shed fromthis element toin-
corporate the entry which is also curved. Banked w ndows occupy the remainder of the facade.
The complexity of this house's plan and massing together with the combination of snooth
stucco wall surfaces and banked windows with small pane sash, make i t an outstanding exanple
of the English influenced Craftsman style. Another interesting exanple of the style with

M ssion overtones is the Edward 0. Teague House, 3 Sheffield West, c¢l912, believed to have
been designed by Robert Coit. It is a 2i story stucco clad house enclosed by a gable roof
with exposed rafter and joist ends. The symmetrical three bay facade is organized around

a projecting central pavilion with dianond-shaped insets in the gable field. Three w ndows
are located at the second story. The entry below is protected by a porch with highly un-
usual battered piers as supports. Three part w ndows flank the entry. A chimmey rising
along the south elevation is detailed with the sane di anond-shaped insets as the facade
gable. Another unusual exanple of the style with Spanish overtones seen in itsred tile
hip roof extended on elaborate brackets is the EL Davis House, 34 Everett Avenue, cl915.
It is a symmetrical 2" story house flanked by projecting one story wings. The facade is
focused on an arched entry with pergola porch. e of the nmpbst interesting small-scale
houses in the area i s the Ernest Dudley Chase House, 3 Lakeview Terrace, 1916, built for a

| eading creator of greeting cards and Vice-President of Rust-Craft Publishing. l'tis a one
story house built on a Y-plan with short arns angled forward on either side of the entry
recessed behind Tuscan colums. This front portion of the house is constructed of uncoursed
fieldstone and is enclosed by a rough slate roof with exposed rafter ends, creating a rustic
appearance. Behind, the stemof the Y assunes a two story height as the land slopes down
to the shore of the Mystic Lake; i tis largely glazed to take advantage of its picturesque
position. A nmore typical bungalow is the Buckley/Fitch House. 11 Sheffield Wst, cl910.

It is a small, one story house enclosed by a gently sloping gable roof whose front slope®
contains a large gabled dormer with decorative braces and a small window of ventilator size.
The entry belowis fronted by a porch whose roof echoes the dormer. The house has unfor-
tunately been altered by vinyl siding and picture w ndows.
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Historical Significance (cont)

Ni ckerson and Dexter Blaikie built many fine stucco houses i nthe Neo-Rationalist or
Craftsman style, while the houses Blaikiebuilt without Nickerson tend t o be Shingle style
and Queen Anne. Sone 24 houses, mainly on Everett Avenue and Sheffield Road, are attri-
butable to Nickerson. Blaikie's houses, including hi sown, appear on Everett Avenue,
Lakevi ew Road and Sheffield Road f or t he nost part. Together, these men are largelyre-
sponsible foraremrkably wealthy residential area i nan assortment of turn-of-the-century
styles, which still retains itsquality after eighty years.

Boundary Justification

The boundaries r f the Everett/Sheffield Historic District were drawn t o include the con-
centration of [ £'ge, high-style, turn-of-the-cnetury houses on the shores of the Wystic 'A
Lakes. @n the southeastern edge at Mystic Valley Parkway and Bacon Street boundaries were
drawn t oexclude later Colonial Revival style houses. Mdern houses onthe northeast side
of Bacon Street are excluded as are similiar houses on Niles Lane at the southwest edge of
the district. Sheffield Street and Sheffield Wst were selected as the northwestern
boundary, because houses beyond that are substantiallysinmpler i n execution.
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