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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (ff Imoﬁm) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
It is the one remaining building of several built as the Pony Express
Station and later used as a stage change station, etc. It was located
on the Raymond and Sally Gardner Ranch, site of the original station,
in Ruby Valley, approximately 60 miles southeast of Elko, its present
site.

The structure is a log building with a stone fireplace. The only
difference in appearance and construction fs-that the original sod
on the roof was not put on the building after reconstruction on its
present site,

It is 11 by 18 feet, random log construction, 2x4 plate added under
roof for safety and better joining of the walls and roof, stone
fireplace. Two posts inside support the roof, Hitching rails in
front of building are built of cabin material, a demolished sister
to the existing struction.

The building is an exact duplication or reconstruction of the original
building. Logs and rocks were numbered, chartedgithen put back into
the same position when reconstructed.

Several logs are stored in the building for replacement in the event
such a happening occurs. Logs are from a sister building.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The nominated structure is the only remaining building of the Ruby Valley

Pony Express Station, used betweén April, 1860 to October, 1861, for that
purpose. Before and after that period, it was used as a stage and freight
stop and change station.

As far as can be determined, there are only two Pony Express buildings
remaining in Nevada; this is one of them. The other is in central
Nevada.

The station building was moved to this site for preservation and
exhibition. There was absolutely no public access when it was on the
private ranch in Ruby Valley and deterioration was allowed to run
‘rampant. Removal of the structure to its present site assured its
preservation and public exposure for future generations.

The move and reconstruction was done by the Northeastern Nevada Historical
Society, parent of the Northeastern Nevada Museum, a private noneprofit
corporation recelving 50-60% of its operating funds from Elko County
through a state law allowing support by county commissioners of non-profit
museuns,

The building was moved in the summer of 1969fduring the Pany Express

Centennial. Since that date it has remainéd in perfect, arrested
condition.
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NAME AND TITLE

Howard Hickson, Museum Director

ORGANIZATION
Northeastern Nevada Museum

DATE

December 13,1974

STREET AND NUMBER:

1515 Idaho Street (Mailing: P.O. Box 503)

CITY OR TOWN:

Elko

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the c~it‘eria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
level of significance of this nomination is:
National State Local

The recommended

STATE
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Title

Date ""30"—\q

CODE

32

Nevada 89801

1 hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

LA tuaedoeaso,

Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
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