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1. Name 

historic 'Thomas^\^Shepard House ( p r e f e r r e d - t ^ ' 

and/or common lartwell-Lee Farm 

2. Location 
street & number Eas t H i l l R»«uJ not for publication 

: i ty,town New M a r l b o r o u g h KIA vicinity of 

state Massachusetts code county Berkshire code 

3. Classif ication 
Category Ownersh ip Status Present Use 

district public X occupied X_ agriculture museum 
X building(s) X private unoccupied commercial park 

structure both X work in progress educational X- private residence 
site Publ ic Acqu is i t ion Access ib le entertainment religious 
object in process X yes: restricted government scientific 

being considered yes: unrestricted Industrial transportation 
no military other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name W i l l i a m & Mary Ann Ros t o n 

street & number Eas t H i l l Road 
Vil lage of Southf ie ld , Ma. 01259  

city, town ^ev; Marl borough M/A vicinity of state Massachusetts 

S. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. S o u t h e r n B e r k s h i r e R e g i s t r y o f Deeds 

street & number 334 Main S t r e e t 

: i ty,town G r e a t B a r r i n g t o n state M a s s a c h u s e t t s 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
Inventory of the Historic Assets of 

title tne Commonwealth #91 has this property been determined eligible? yes no 

date J u l y 2 5 , 1979 federal X 
state county local 

depository for survey records Massachusetts Historical Commission 

city, town B o s t o n state M a s s a c h u s e t t s 



7 . D e s c r i p t i o n Thomas Shepard House, New Marlborough, MA 

Condition Check one Check one 
. excellent deteriorate 
. good ruins 
. fair unexposed 

excellent deteriorated unaltered X-original site ., 
good ruins Jl altered moved date ' 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The Thomas Shepard House (1798) is located in the southeastern section of New Marlborough, 
a rural town in the Berkshire Mountains of western Massachusetts. Set back on a gentle 
rise of land behind a low stone wall, the building faces south on East Hill Road over­
looking Thousand Acre Swamp. Woodruff Mountain lies to the north and rises gradually 
behind the house. 

The property contains approximately 13.55acres of land on both sides of East Hill Road and 
is transversed by stone walls related to its agricultural history. Land south of the 
house, across the road, is open and used for pasture. Located in this section is a well 
and the original 18th century house or barn site with a small 19th century family burial 
plot placed behind them. 

Unusual for such a rural community that was not settled Until the mid-l700s', the Shepard 
House is a well detailed late 18th century Georgian style farmhouse. Standing 2% stories, 
i t is rectangular in plan with a 20th'century two-story el 1 and garage extending from 
the rear of thfe original structure.' Of timber frame construction, the building rises 
from a dry lain rubble foundation to a cedar shingled hip roof that is pierced by two 
prominent off-set chimneys. The exterior is covered with beaded clapboards and is trimmed 
by narrow cornerboards and a molded cornice with dentils. Windows throughout the original 
portion of the building contain 12/12 sash with those on the f i r s t floor highlighted by 
pulvinated friezes and molded caps. Fenestration on the 20th century wing consists of 
windows with 6/6 sash. 

The south and orimary, five-bay symmetrical facade is dominated by a handsome fully 
developed Georgian entry. Centrally located beneath a modified Palladlan window, i t 
is surrounded by 3/4 length sidelights of 6/6 sash and is capped by a heavy entablature 
with a double pulvinated frieze and'dentiTltid cornice. 

The east and west elevations•form the sides of the building and are'similar in format 
with four symmetrically arranged windows on each face. The east facade, however, also 
contains an entry with an entablature similar in design, but somewhat simpler than that of 
the south elevation. 

Extending from the northern end of the house is a two story ell with a porch and garage. 
This wing was constructed in 1934 when the building underwent a major renovation. This 
part of the property, due to its recent date of construction, is considered a non-contri­
bution component since i t post-dates the Federal Period. 

In plan the Shepard House consists of four rooms per floor set around a short, center, 
front hall on the f i r s t floor and a ful l length front to back hall on the second floor. 
Although the building has been remodelled three times in its history, the original layout 
as well as manyof its original interior features remains. The primary interior change to 
the house has •involved shifting the placement of the main stairway. Over the years, i t 
has been in three locations along the center hallway. In 1983 as part of the building's 
restoration, the stairs were relocated, according to structural evidence, back to their 
original position 2/3 of the way to the rear of the building. 

Original significant interior features which remain include a cupboard and fireplace mantel 
and surround in the west parlor, and the fireplace, beehive oven, hearth wall panelling 
and cupboard in the kitchen. 
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The Shepard House has recent ly undergone a major c e r t i f i e d r ehab i l i t a t i on fo l lowing the 
Secretary of I n t e r i o r ' s Standards. This project involved restor ing the bui ld ing to i t s 
Federal period appearance by removing Greek Revival and Colonial Revival a l te ra t ions made 
in 1837 and 1934. Features removed or a l tered from these periods include the 19th century 
gable roof , and the early 20th century bay window, 6/6 stock sash and Colonial Revival 
ornamentation on the f ron t ent ry . Reconstruction of arch i tec tura l elements involved re­
building the f a i l i n g Greek Revival period gable roof to i t s o r ig ina l hipped form, restor ing 
the main side entry , the modified Palladian window, and the pulvinated f r i ezes . I t also 
included replacement of window sash with 12/12 panes and re locat ing the main stairway to 
i t s o r ig ina l pos i t ion on the f i r s t f l o o r . 

Restoration of the bui ld ing to i t s ea r l i es t appearance was chosen fo r the primary 
s igni f icance of th is period to the house's h istory and because a l te ra t ions made in 1837 
and 1934 were causing s t ructura l i n s t a b i l i t y to the property. 



8 > S i g n i f i c a n c e Thomas shepard House, New Marlborough, MA 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 

_X_ 1700-1799 
1800-1899 
1900-

Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric community planning 

X archeology-historic 
X agriculture 
)( architecture 

art 
commerce 
communications 

conservation 
economics 
education 
engineering 

j ( exploration/settlement 
industry 

; invention 

landscape architecture, 
law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 

: politics/government 

religion 
science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 

. other (specify) 

Specif ic dates 1798 Bui lder /Archi tect c .ap ta in .Inhn C o l l a r 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The Thomas Shepard House retains integrity of location, design, setting, materials, 
workmanship and association. Constructed in 1798 by John Collar, a prominent local builder, 
the structure stands as an excellent example of a late 18th century farmhouse with locally 
sophistricated Georgian detail. Historically, i t is notable for its association with two 
families, the Shepards and Hartwells, who were important in the early development of New 
Marlborough and who,in particular, helped to establish the town's f i r s t Baptist Congrega­
tion. The major period of significance for the house has been defined as the Federal 
period due to its elaborate and documented builder's design and because its major histor­
ical association (familial-and Baptist linked) derive from that period: The Thomas 
Shepard House thus meets Criteria A, b-, and C of the National Ftegister of Historic Places. 

New Marlborough is a community located in the uplands of western Massachusetts. I t was 
not settled until the mid-18th century as indicated by its incorporation as a town in 
1759. The Shepard family consisting of four brothers, Jonathan, Daniel , Nathaniel, and 
Thomas, were early settlers in the community. They moved to the area from Bellingham, 
MA at varying times between 1754-1768. The purpose for their relocation most likely 
combined economic reasons with religious concerns. The brothers quickly became prosperous 
farmers as atte.s|;ed by esta,t,e inventories .taken^at their deaths in the latq l;8th and 
early 19th centuries, they were also heavily involved in reTigious atctivity in nearby 
Stockbridge and particularly in Ashfield where another brother resided. Although only 
peripherally involved in the community's ^arly deveTo-pment with'two. brothers serving as 
Collector of School Taxes, the family, along with the Hartwells, is generally recognized 
for the leadership they provided in establishing a Baptist.corrgiregation in New Marlborough 
early in the 19th century. 

Thomas Shepard, the original owner of the nominated property, bought sixty acres of 
land on both sides of East Hill Road from his brother, Nathaniel in 1768. His f i r s t 
home, which no longer stands, was located on the southern portion of the property. 
Today an early well and family burial plot s t i l l remains in this southern section, 
however, the exact location of the original house has not yet been determined. In 1798 
the present Shepard House, lying on the north side of East Hill Road, was constructed 
by a local builder, John Collar with the building's date of construction incised on one 
of the structure's supporting beams. 

Thomas Shepard lived in his new house only eleven years. In 1809 he moved to Denmark, 
New York in order to be with his sons, all of whom had recently .settled in tliat com.munity. 
Upon moving Shepard sold his home to his niece's h'jsband. Elder Jps^e HartwelT.- The two 
families had been closely aligned in religious activities for a number of years in 
nearby Ashfield. Hartwell's move to New Marlborough and subsequent purchase of the 
Shepard property can be linked to the establishment of a Baptist society in the town 
during this period. Since a church was not butlt until 1847, i t is likely that religious 
gatherings were held in the large upper hall of the Shepard House. The Hartwell family 
remained owners of the property through the end of the 19th century. Since that time 
there have been six subsequent owners. 
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10. Geographical Data 
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Verbal boundary description and justification The nominatec| property contains approximately 
acres of land surrounding the Shepard House on the north and south sides of East H i l l 
Road. The land includes only a small port ion of the s ix ty acre parcel that made up 
Thomas Shepard's o r ig ina l land holdings. Since the present property bounds contain over 

List a l l s ta tes and coun t ies for proper t ies over lapping s ta te or county boundar ies (Con't) 

state 
N/A 

code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
Kathryn Kubie, and James N. Parr ish, H is tor ic Preservation Planner, with 

name/title Carol & MaryAnn Roston 

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date March 1984 

street & number 294 Washington Street telephone ('617) 727^8470 

city or town Boston state Massachusetts 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state X local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer .for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to th-a criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature / ^ ^ ' f / U < ^ < , ' ^ ^ ^ ^ > ^ r z / u / ^ ^ 
State His tor ic Preservation Of f icer ^ / 

title Massachusetts Historical Commission date y/rlS/SY 

For NPS use only 
I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register 

date J> -3./-S^</ 
ieper of the National Register 

Attest: date 

Chief of Registration 
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The construction and design of the Shepard House has been attributed to John Collar 
(1730-1826) a local carpenter active in the second half of the 18th century. He is the 
best known builder of this period in the New Marlborough area. He, his son, and grandson 
were responsible for the construction of many of the early houses in the communities 
of Southeast Berkshire County. His own house and that of his son's, John Collar, Jr. 
s t i l l survive on the Canaan Valley Road in New Marlborough as well as the Nathaniel 
Turner House ca. 1790 and Isaac Harmon House ca. 1800. The Captain John Brewer House 
(MHC 40) located in the nearby Town of Monterey, although not confirmed to date, may 
also be an extant construction of his. 

Located within a relatively undisturbed historical setting, the Thomas Shepard House may 
Dotentiallv provide information important to our understanding of the past through an 
associated archaeological component. Careful research guided archaeological examination 
of the 18th century well and building foundation as well as of yet undefined resources 
(e.g., privy deposits or cultural material scatters) may be useful in addressing a variety 
of anthropological, archaeological, and historical concerns. These may include, but are 
not limited to, farm configuration, owner status, trade and exchange, and rural lifeways 
as they changed through time from the late-18th to late-20th centuries. 

The present owners have recently completed a rehabilitation of this property following 
the Secretary of Interior's Standards. The project involved meticulous restoration based 
on research and physical documentation which returned the building to its original 
Federal period appearance. 
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100 acres which do not have demonstrable historical associations and since the outline 
of the original 1768 property is not known, the boundary lines for the nomination 
have been drawn arbitrarily to incorporate a parcel of land surrounding the house which 
historically is known to be associated with the Federal Period, the period of signifi­
cance for the property. 

For exact boundary demarcation, please refer to attached map. 
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see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .teclinical corrections cited below 
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1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. D e s c r i p t i o n 

Condit ion 

excellent 

good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

• summary paragraph 
rH completeness 
• clarity 
I I alterations/Integrity 
I I dates 
I I boundary selection 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

• summary paragraph 
cn completeness ' 
CD clarity 
CD applicable criteria 
CD justification of areas checked 
CD relating significance to the resource 
• context 
CD relationship of integrity to significance 
CD justification of exception 
CD other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

CD Maps 
CD Photographs 
CD Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed Date Phone: 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 


















