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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Idaho Power Substation at Twin Falls is a one story painted concrete building
in the Mission style with a two story tower. The red tile roofed structure is
five bays wide with a half story stuccoed wall extending from the left side. The
wall is capped with tile continuing the Spanish mission motif.

The two story tower to the immediate right of center is the building's most
obyious feature. Its Baroque false gables and casement windows with round
arches further convey the Spanish motif, as does the wrought iron balcony over
the inset entry's rather formal entablature. The rectangular balcony window
has a concrete frame which is characterized by its use of the ogee and curve.
A11 other windows are round arched.

The bay to the right of the tower is the same height as the extended left wall
and gives the asymmetric building a sense of balance.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Idaho Power Substation in Twin Falls is anunusual industrial example of the
Mission style. The power company, in an attempt to beautify/humanize its sub-
station employed the Victorian concept of inspiration via stylistic association.

The style was a popular one in Twin Falls County as may be noted in the Ramona
Theater, Buhl City Hall, Justamere Inn and the various land company hotels
erected in the towns created as a result of the Carey Act Irrigation projects.
The association of this style with the southwestern part of the United States
made it seem appropriate when Idaho began reclamation of its arid region.

Wayland and Fennell were a major Boise based architectural firm of the period
who designed several major buildings in the Twin Falls area, including most of
the Tand companies' hotels.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

This property includes the Idaho Power-substation building and wall.
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