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1. Name

historic Lacour's Fish and Ice Company Building

and/or common Same

2. Location

S 9 B33

uK?
street & number r-Hj gfiy/dy 1 U/A for publication
city, town Simmesport \i/A vicinity of
1

state LA code 22 mW Avoyelles code 009
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use

district public occupied agriculture museum
_ X building(s) __X- private X unoccupied commercial park

structure both work in progress educational private residence

site Public Acquisition Al\ccessible ) entertainment religious

object WA. in process yes; restricted government scientific

N/A being considered yes; unrestricted industrial transportation
no military _X_other: Vacant

4. Owner of Property
name ilrs, Foster Lacour (318) 941-2684
street & number P* 0< Box 134
city, town Simmesport NA vicinity of state LA 71369
5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. AvoyeIIeS Parish Courthouse
street & number Main Street (no specific address)
city, town Marksville state LA 71351
6. Representation in Existing Surveys
titte LA Historic Sites Survey has this property been determined eligible?
date 1983 federal state county local

depository for survey records LA State Historic Preservation Office

Baton Rouge

city, town State



7. Description

Condition Check one Check one
. deteriorated ___unaltered ~ original site
_ . ruins X. altered ___moved date J/IA
- X.. fair .unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

Lacour's Fish and Ice Company Building (1927) is a single story brick galleried
structure located next to the Texas and Pacific railroad line on the north side
of the small town of Simmesport. The building has been altered very little over
the years, and hence it retains its historical integrity.

The English bond brick structure has %alleried loading docks on two sides.
The main front is distinguished by brick pilasters which protrude above the roof-
line and terminate in pediment shaped granite caps, In addition, the slight parapet
Is trimmed with a granite cornice, The rear and sides of the building are plain.

The plan consists of an engine room, an ice storage room, and a fish processing/
storage room. Only the engine room has windows. The purpose of the engine room
was to cool and pump the ammonia refrigerant through a network, of pipes which forms
the ceilings in the other two rooms, The pipes also form the shelves in a special
boxed fish'storage area located in th.e fish processing/storage room. The interior
wall surfaces are coated with two inches of cork, most of wh.ich remains in place.
Virtually all of the original doors and doorways remain intact, as do the ice
chute and the original ice crushing mactiine.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 architecture education military social/
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian
1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater
1900- communications ~  industry ' politics/government transportation
invention other (specify)
Specific dates 1927 Builder/Architect Builders: Murphy Lacour and Louisiana

statement of Significance (in one paragraph) Ice and Utilities Co.

Criterion A

~ The Lacour Fish and Ice Company Building is locally significant in the area
of industry because it was the center of a major industry in Simmesport in the
late 1920's and early 1930's,*

The present structure was built in 1927 for Murphy L. Lacour, who is rightly
regarded as the founder of Simmesport's still thriving commercial fishing indusiry.
Lacour had agreed to lease the property from its owner, Louisiana Ice and Utilities
Company, upon the construction of a building which would serve as a fish packing,
stora e_and_shlprz)lng famhta/ for hIS_fIShIn% business. This coincided with the
completion in 1928 of the Edenborn railroad bridge overthe Atchafalaya. This, along
with a railroad spur to the rear of the building, provided Lacour with the necessary
transportation facilities.

~ During the period under consideration (the late 1920's and early 1930's),
agriculture and commercial fishing were the two major industries in what was then
a town with only a population of around 600, Of these two employers, the commercial
fishing industry was dominated by Lacour, who operated the only fish packing plant
in the town at the time.

The importance of Lacour's enterprise is evident if one looks at the volume
handled and the destinations of the shipments. The only extant shipping lists date
from the fall of 1934, but it is safe to assume that such a volume did not materialize
overnight and that it can be projected backward to the period under consideration
Clate 1920's and earl 1930'5[)). In addition, Lacour noted in interviews later in
his life that he was handling a_comparable volume from the beginning. The shipping
lists reveal that Lacour was shipping on peak days anywhere from around 20,000 to
50,000 pounds of fish to such places as New York, St.” Louis, Little Rock, and
Kansas City, Although employment records do not exist, interviews with Lacour,
his relatives, and men who worked with him indicate that he employed around twenty-
five people, which does not take into consideration the fishermen’ from whom he
obtained his fish. He had a fleet of several boats which plied the various rivers
buying fish to bring back to the plant.

Murphy Lacour oversaw operations' at his fish packing plant until the early
1960's, after which time various family members took charge. The structure was

used as a fish packing plant until the late 1970's.

~The continuing importance of commercial fishing in Simmesport's economy is
evident in the numerous fish packing plants (all modern) which exist today and
the nets lying in backyards. It is estimated that the industry brings in about
two million dollars annually, The Lacour Fish and Ice Company Building is an
important visual link with the beginnings of this ongoing business.

* This is the only period being considered because of the National Register 50
year cutoff for significance.



9. Major Bibliographical References

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property_ @ 1/4th of an acre
Quadrangle name__Simmesport, LA Quadrangle scale__ 1 :24000

UT M References
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Verbal boundary description and justification

Please refer to attached sketch map.

List ali states and counties for properties overiapping state or county boundaries

state [\j/A code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitte National Register Staff ASSISTED BY WAYNE COCO, P. 0. Box 111,

«Nimmp<;pnrt3 | A 71 Q417N??Q?
Division of Historic Preservation (318) 941-2080
organization State of Louisiana July IDBB
street & number P. 0. Box 44247 telephone (504) 342-6682
city or town Baton Rouge state LA 70804

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state X local
As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-

665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

Robert B. DeBlieux
title State Historic Preservation Officer date  August 2, 1983

RjriPS ussoniy
| hereby certify that this (Hoperty is (mrliKted in the National Register

Martlfwlil Tegletor
of the Natioroat

Attert! date
Chief Reg”ration
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National Register of Historic Places
Memo to File

Correspondence

The Correspondence consists of communications from (and possibly to) the nominating authority, notes
from the staff of the National Register of Historic Places, and/or other material the National Register of
Historic Places received associated with the property.

Correspondence may also include information from other sources, drafts of the nomination, letters of
support or objection, memorandums, and ephemera which document the efforts to recognize the
property.



WASO Form - 177 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
("R June 1984) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Lacour*s Fish and Ice Company Buildinp;
Avoyelles Parish
LOUISIANA

resubmission

1
1 nomination by person or local government Entered
n by p g national
1 owner objection
im appeal
Substantive Review: 1 sample [JIrequest 1 appeal
Reviewer's comments:
Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below
substantive reasons discussed below
1. Name
2. Location
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? Q yes 1 no

7. Description

Condition Check one
1 excellent | | deteriorated 1 unaltered
1 good [ lruins [ altered
1 fair 1 unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

1 summary paragraph
1 completeness

1 clarity

[ alterations/integrity
| | dates

| | boundary selection

In

Working No. AUG

Fed. Reg. Date:

9 1983

A4

Bale Bie' S =

Action:

tie

RETURN

7%//\/\

1 REJECT

O NR decision

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline

Date

. see continuation sheet

Present Use

Check one
1 original site

1 moved

date



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

CD summary paragraph

1 completeness

1 clarity

ED applicable criteria

[ justification of areas checked

1 relating significance to the resource

ED context

ED relationship of integrity to significance
ED justification of exception

ED other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date
13. Other

ED Maps
ED Photographs
ED Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed. Date Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet



Of |C0u iatana DIVISION OF Archaeology

KATHLEEN BYRD. DIRECTOR

Department of culture, recreation and Tourism
Division of the arts

OFFICE OF CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT Atbert B. Head, Director

Division of historic preservation

Robert b. Deblieux

Da\ed C. Treen Assistant secretary
overnor

ANN Reiley Jones, director

Folklife Program

MRS. L@&EEP&?\(H' Fox August 2I 1983 Nicholas R. Spitzer,

PROGRAM Manager

Chief of Registration

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

1100 L Street N. W.

Washington, 0. C. 20240

Dear Sir:

Enclosed please find the completed and signed nomination
form for Lacour's Fish and Ice Compan?; Building, Avoyelles
Parish, along with maps and photographs,

Please be advised that this property is slated for
renovations under the 25% ITC provision of the Economic
Recovery Act of 1981,

If any additional information is required, please contact

our office.

Sincerely,

Robert B. DeBlieux

State Historic Preservation Officer
RBD/JF/bc
Enclosure

mMsmm

P. 0. BOX 44247 BATON ROUGE. LOUISIANA 70804 (504) 342-6682 AND UNO 421 -6682



National Register of Historic Places

Note to the record

Correspondence related to removal



State of Lonisiana

JAY DARDENNE PAM BREAUX
LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR OFFICE OF THE LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR ASSISTANT SECRETARY

DEPARTMENT OF CULTURE, RECREATION & TOURISM
OFFICE OF CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT
DIVISION OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION

February 9, 2015

James Gabbert

National Register of Historic Places
1201 “Eye” Street NW
Washington, D.C., 20005

RE: Delisting of LaCour’s Fish and Ice Company Building, Avoyelles Parish, LA

Dear Mr. Gabbert:

The purpose of this letter is to notify you of our intent to delist the above property from the National Register of Historic
Places. Originally listed on the Register on 9/8/1983, the above property was demolished sometime after that as current
satellite images of the listed site show new construction. Per 36 CFR 60, Sec. 60.15 (a)(1), we are requesting that the
above property be officially delisted based on the fact that the property has ceased to meet the criteria for listing in the
National Register because the qualities which caused it to be originally listed have been destroyed. To support this claim,
we have included in this submission current maps and satellite images showing the new construction as well as an email
from the parish tax assessor stating the building has been torn down.

We have notified the property owner and the chief elected official and have included copies of those letters with this
submission. We received no comment from either. We did receive an email response confirming the owner of the
property.

If you have any questions concerning our request, please contact our National Register Coordinator, Jessica Richardson
via email at jrichardson@crt.la.gov or by phone at 225-219-4595.

Singerely,

i %A&%@, ,,,,,,,,,, |

Pam Breaux
State Historic Preservation Officer

PD:JR/jgr
Enclosure

RO, BoX 44247 BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 70804-4247 PHONE (225) 342-8160 FAX (225) 2120765 WWW.CRT.STATE.LA,US
AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER




State of Louisiana

JAY DARDENNE PAM BREAUX
LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR OFFICE OF THE LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR ASSISTANT SECRETARY

DEPARTMENT OF CULTURE, RECREATION & TOURISM
OFFICE OF CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT
DIVISION OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION

January 5, 2015

Donald Lacour
PO Box 134
Simmesport, LA 71369

RE: Delisting of LaCour’s Fish and Ice Company Building, Avoyelles Parish, LA

Dear Mr. Lacour:

The purpose of this letter is to notify you of our intent to petition for the removal of the ahove referenced property from
the National Register of Historic Places, a process knawn as delisting. This step is important as we strive to maintain an
accurate record of properties in our state that are listed in the Register, still extant, and maintain integrity per National
Register Criteria.

Our research shows you to be the owner of the land where LaCour’s Fish and lce Company Building stood, which was
listed on the National Register on 9/8/1983. According to the Federal National Register regulations [36 CFR 6-.15 (a)(1)],
a property may be delisted if it has ceased to meet the criteria for listing on the National Register because the qualities
which caused it to be originally listed have been lost or destroyed. Per guidance from a former Review Committee
member who was familiar with the property and recent satellite images (see attached) of the property’s address, it is
understood that the building has been demolished. Because the building, and its qualities that caused it to have been
listed, are destroyed, this property will be proposed for removal from the National Register. The final delisting decision
will be made by the Keeper of the National Register at the National Park Service.

The regulations [36 CFR 60.15 (g)] also require that the property’s owner and the chief elected official be given an
opportunity to comment on the proposed action. If you choose to comment, please respond via letter by February 9,
2015 to the following address:

Pam Breaux

State Historic Preservation Officer
Louisiana Division of Historic Preservation
PO Box 44247

Baton Rouge, LA 70804

If you have questions concerning the delisting petition or any other National Register issue, please contact National
Register Coordinator, Jessica Richardson, by email at jrichardson@crt.la.gov, or by phone at 225-219-4595.

" (vears—

F.O. Box 44247 BATON ROUGE, L.OUISIANA 70804-4247 PHONE (225) 842-8160 FAX (225) 219-0765 WWW.CRT.STATE.LA.US
AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER




State of Lonisiana

JAY DARDENNE PAM BREAUX
LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR OFFICE OF THE LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR ASSISTANT SECRETARY

DEPARTMENT OF CULTURE, RECREATION & TOQURISM
OFFICE OF CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT
DIvISION OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION

January 5, 2015

The Honorable Eric Rusk
PO Box 145
Simmesport, LA 71369-0145

RE: Delisting of LaCour’s Fish and Ice Company Building, Avoyelles Parish, LA

Dear Mayor Rusk:

The purpose of this letter is to notify you of our intent to petition for the removal of the above referenced property from
the National Register of Historic Places, a process known as delisting. This step is important as we strive to maintain an
accurate record of properties in our state that are listed in the Register, still extant, and maintain integrity per National
Register Criteria.

According to the Federal National Register regulations [36 CFR 6-.15 (a)(1)}], a property may be delisted if it has ceased to
meet the criteria for listing on the National Register because the qualities which caused it to be originally listed have
been lost or destroyed. LaCour’s Fish and Ice Company Building was listed on 9/8/1983, and per guidance from a former
Review Committee member who was familiar with the property and recent satellite images (see attached) of the
property’s address, it is understood that the building has been demolished. Because the building, and its qualities that
caused it to have been listed, are destroyed, this property will be proposed for removal from the National Register. The
final delisting decision will be made by the Keeper of the National Register at the National Park Service.

The regulations [36 CFR 60.15 (g)] also require that the property’s owner and the chief elected official be given an
opportunity to comment on the proposed action. if you choose to comment, please respond via letter by February 9,
2015 to the following address:

Pam Breaux

State Historic Preservation Officer
Louisiana Division of Historic Preservation
PO Box 44247

Baton Rouge, LA 70804

If you have guestions concerning the delisting petition or any other National Register issue, please contact National
Register Coordinator, Jessica Richardson, by email at jrichardson@crt.la.gov, or by phone at 225-219-4595,

Sincerely,
in ém/uz/

F.O. BoXx 44247 BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 70804-4247 FPHONE (225) 342-B160 FAX (225) 219-0765 WWW,CRT.STATE.LA.US
AN EQUAL OPFPORTUNITY EMPLOYER




Jessica G. Richardson

L R M

From: Emeric Dupuy <assessor@kricket.net>

Sent: Tuesday, January 06, 2015 8:52 AM

To: Jessica G. Richardson

Subject: RE: Property Owner Information - Former LaCour's Fish and Ice Company Building
Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

Ms. Richardson
You are correct in that the ole ice house has been torn down and a home now exist there. The owner is Donald Lacour,
a decendent of Mr. Lacour. Donald’s address is P O Box 134, Simmesport, La. 71369

From: Jessica G. Richardson [mailto:jrichardson@crt.la.gov]

Sent: Monday, January 05, 2015 2:50 PM

To: assessor@kricket.net

Subject: Property Owner Information - Former LaCour's Fish and Ice Company Building

Dear Mr. Dupuy,

I am working on letters notifying property owners about removal of historic properties from the National Register of
Historic Places. From what | can tell, the former LaCour’s Fish and Ice Company Building, on Hwy 1 in Simmesport, has
been demolished. | need to notify the owner of that piece of land that we are officially delisting the property. Do you
happen to have a name and address for the property owner? Normally, I'd search online, but didn’t see that option.

Any help is greatly appreciated!
Thanks,
Jessica

Jessica G. Richardson, MSHP

National Register Coordinator

Louisiana Division of Historic Preservation
P.O. Box 44247

Baton Rouge, LA 70804

225-219-4595
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