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1. Name nf Prnpftrty
historic name Cohasset Central Cemetery

other names/site number.

2. Location

Street & number North Main Street and Joy Place * not for publication
city or town Cohasset _ e Vvicinity
state Massachusetts .code_MA_ county Norfolk .code 021 zip code Q2Q25

Statft/FpriPral AfAPnrv nprtification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this ~'nomination
» request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
"meets  does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

e nationally « statewide H"locally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title  Brona Simon Date
Massachusetts Historical Commission, Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property « meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.;

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

nonal Park Servicfi Cfirtification
I, he”by certify that this property is: Date oi Action
entered in the National Register
* See continuation sheet.
» determined eligible for the
National Register
» See continuation sheet.
« determined not eligible for the
National Register
* removed from the
National Register
« other (explain):



Cohasset Central Cemetery
Name of Property

5. Classification

Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)

private
* public-local
e public-State
epublic-Federal

(Check only one box)

<building(s)
district

1" site

+ structure
eobject

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions

(Enter categories from instructions)

FUNERARY- cemetery

7. Descriptinn
Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

MA

Narrative Description

Norfolk County, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources In the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
_Q n .building
sites
structures
0 objects
25 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

FUNFRARY- cemetery

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation granite

walls bdcK
roof asphalt shingle
other. _NzA

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

SEE ATTACHED
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7. Narrative Description

Active for dmog three centuries and containing ebout 500 gravestones, Cohassat Centrd Cemetery (MHCH# 804) issited
on abluff, abutting and overlooking Little Harbor to the north. The rolling glaciated terrain of the 4.286-acre cameery
dopesdown from North Main Street and is dotted with mature trees. Its borders are North Main Street to the south, Joy
Race (formerly known as "the road to the Burying Ground") and private property to the west, and privately owned land
to the eedt that connectsto the residence & 94 North Main . Cohasset isacoastd community on the South Shore of
Massachusetts

The Cohassst Town Common [NR] lies lessthan VA mile eest of the cemeatery dong North Main Street. Large, well-
maintained housssbuilt in the early 1700sto the early 1900s including one of the oldest houssesin Cohasset (1713),
characterize North Main Street inthe vicinity of the Common. Joy Flace, abutting the cemetery, features two early housss
(1765 and 1808).

The cemeaeay isfenced on three Sdeswith the fourth (north sde) abutting Little Harbor. The main entrance (at Terrace
Drive, map # 20) condggts of an ornate iron gate flanked by two dressed, square, granite postswith pyramidal tops ad
supported by quarter-round granite blocks. Smaler, smilar pods linked by metd bars border the cemetery dong North
Main Street. A wrought- iron gatewith brasscemetery sign, reading "Cohassst Centra Cemetery,” centersthis area
Granite podts linked by chain border Joy Place. Until removed in August 2000, a cyclone fence ran the length of the
border dong Joy Place. Eleven missing granite pogts were found unusad on the property and chain was attached to rings
imbedded in those granite podisto recregte the originad fencing. A network of contiguous curvilinear paths (Terrace
Drive, Seedde Avenue, Central Avenue, and Westerly Avenue) windsthrough the northern section of the cemetery.

The cemeatery hes three principal sections that were acquired a different times and reflect changing burial practices and
funerary art. The newest section inthe north (acquired 1867-1873) islowland that reechesto the water's edge a Little
Harbor. Tothe south isthe Old Burying Ground (1705, expanded 1787) situated on abluff with aclear view of Little
Harbor and opposte 20 Joy Place. In the southern section of the cemetery (acquired 1825), the terrain rollsdown from
the Old Burying Ground to a pair of granite retaining wallsframing a path known as Garden Way (map # 4), which was
formerly usad to provide heerse access. The retaining wall dong the north side of Garden Way is gpproximatdy two feet
high; the one to the south is significantly higher and contains approximately seventeen seeled granite-framed in-ground
vaults principally congtructed into the retaining wall bordering Garden Way. From the retaining wall, the land risssup a
gentle dope inthe southernmogt section of the cemetery. A variety of trees and manicured shrubs are interspersed
throughout and dong the borders.

The oldest part of the cemetery contains graves of some of Cohasset's earliest settlers. Markers are st insmdl rowsad
include many arch- and square-top sones mede of gray date and facing west to witness the rising sun on the Day of
Judgment. Many different motifs can be found among the sones including winged cherubs and winged skulls. Of

(continued)
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particular interest among these old dates are those attributed to the first and second North River carvers (photo #1, map
#5) and the father and son workshop of Jacob Vinal, S. (photo #2, magp # 23)) and his son, Jacob Vinal, X. (photo #3,
mep #7). The oldest gravedite in the cemetery, that of Margaret Tower (photo #6, mgp # 11), isdated 1705. It is believed,
however, that the heedstone was erected severd years after har degth, 0 while Margaret Tower's isthe cemetery's first
grave, the first gravestone isthat of Sarah Pratt (photo#1, map #5), who died in 1706.

While date was dmost universd for 18" -ocantury gravestones, in the 19" century marble and granite emerged as
fashionable materids. Particularly common was adark gray granite quarried in Quincy, Massachusetts, known as
"Quincy granite." Mot of these gravestones, which are found in the southern section of the cemetery, typically include
urns, obelisks, pointed-arch-top sones, scrolls, and atuary. While some markers are in rows, on the whole they are
aranged inalessorderly fashion than the 18" century markers. A smal number condst of amonument to a single
family surrounded by stone curbing, stone podts, or cadt iron fences, many of which are fabricated into a branch motif
(photo #14). Some of the Victorian cadt iron fencing enclosing gravesites and family plotsisinnesd of conservation, as
ae someof the marble markers.

A good example of amarble and granite marker isthe Jenkins family monument (photo #13, mgp #18), etched asfollows:
"Samud B. Jenkins, died 1876 a age 37, Addine B. Jenkins, died 1880 & age 59, and Samud L. Jenkins, died 1886 &
ae 74." Reding on asguare granite base, a souare marble shaft istopped by a marble Satue of an anguished femde
figure. Gazing to the heavenswith her heed cocked dightly to one side, she isdressed incdlassicd attirewith one hand to
her breast and the other holding an anchor. The ca 1877 marble and granite gravestone of Eliza Chadbourne (map# 21)
features apointed arch on top emblazoned with a shalow relief sprig of ivy, and asmal inscribed pand st between two
sylized Corinthian pilagters. Severd children's sones display the common Victorian-era motif of kneeling lambs (photo
#11,map# 22).

Markers in the northernmost section of the cemetery, the lagt section to be acquired, vary in materids and styles, but are
primarily marble or granite with classica motifs. One exception isa smulated sone marker mede of hollow meta
bdonging to members of the Tower family (map#19). In generd, the graves in the north section of the cemetery are not
aranged in any particular order; someare in short rows, athers in dugters, and others sand adone. Newer grave markers
include smple granite soneswith amooth and rock-faced finishes, dating from the late 19" century to the present day.
The graves of severd nationally known actors who summered in Cohasset are located here. These include William
Hanlon; Lawrence P. Barrett (1838-1891; Map # 16), whose marker isa large, unfinished sone standing approximeately
4/2 feet high engraved with his name and those of two others, and Henry W. Stuart (1836-1903), whase simple, flat,
rectangular gone marker bears his fage name, Stuart Robson (map # 17).

Of gpecific note isthe Cdtic Cross monument (MHC #935; photo #15, mgp # 14), dedicated in 1914, which sands
eighteen feet high on alow hill in the north. It condsts of an intricately carved crossresting on athree-part bese al mede
of granite. The marker features the seds of the Ancient Order of Hibernians (clagped hands, harp, rising sun, ivy ad

(continued)
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shamrocks) and the L.A.A.O.H. (dasped hands, harp, ivy and shamrocks). The inscription recounts the tragic degth of
ninety-nine Irish emigrantswho perished aboard the Brig . John on October 7, 1849, of which forty-five unidentified
victims are buried here. Thisimpressive monument isthe gpex of the cemetery, emotionaly and physically, stuated &s it
is on aknoll, which isfurther defined by acolumbariawall. Theview from the memoria swegps acrassa panorama of
markers and beyond to Little Harbor and the seg, which has dominated so much of Cohasset's padt.

In addition to its gravestones, the cemetery contains areceiving tomb built circa 1873 (MHC  #936; mgp # 15).
Refurbished in 1970, it isnow usad as the caretaker's shed for sorage of landscaping and maintenance equipment. The
one-gory, rectangular brick structure hes rock-faced gray granite corner quoins, lintels, sills, and foundation. Iron
cregting runs adong the ridge of the gable roof, and courses of sepped brick form a continuous cornice around the
building. Roofing materid is agphdt shingle. Openings include two windows with the &6 sseh and alarge, wood-pand
double door. The single-room interior still contains the six original compartments ussd to hold the casketsfor the
deoessad pending burial, especidly during the winter months when graves could not be easily dug.  Thetomb is located

on the cemetery's western edgejust south of the main entrance, approximately opposite 24 Joy PFlace, from which it is
accesd.

Objectsin the cemetery that are outsde the period of significanceincludetwo rubblestone and date columbaria builtin
the 1980s The vaults and the columbaria are discreetly integrated into the contour of the land and do not affect the
cemetery's visud integrity. While al cametery plotsfor full burials have bean sold, some are as yet unused. Since new
sesae for cremated remains only, it is anticipated that the generd characteridtics of the cemetery will not change
significantly in the coming years. The cemetery's overall gppearance reveds that it hes been well maintained, and
dthough afew dements (such as ahandful of heedstonesand even fewer iron fences) are innesd of repair, the vest
magjority of its resources are in excellent condition.

Archaeological Description

While no ancient Native American sites are located in the cametery, it ispossble that Stesare present. Four Steshave
bemn recorded in the generd area(within one mile). Environmenta attributesof the cemetery and surrounding locde
represant locationa criteria (dope, soil drainage, proximity to wetlands) that are favorablefor ancient Native American
sttlement. Soil types in the area are excessively drained and formed in glaciad outwash. Topography in the cemetery is
characterized by rolling terrain with level to moderately doping land surfaces generdly doping down from North Main
Strest. The cemetery is Situated on abluff overlooking Little Harbor and the Atlantic Oceen to the north and a freshwater
wetlands and streem to the west. The overdl proximity of the cemetery to both a marine and upland/fresh water rdated
ecosydem indicates awide variety of floraand faunawould have been available for Native American subsstence and
sttlement activities. Given the above information and impacts assodiated with the excavation of over 500 graves on the
relatively smal parcd (4.286 acres), a moderate potentid exigs for locating ancient Native American resources on the

cametery property.

(continued)
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8. Statfiment nf Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria

(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

N A Property is associated with events that have made

a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

< B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

Kl C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and

distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

« D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is;

« A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

« B removed from its original location.

« C a hirthplace or grave.

KID a cemetery.

« E areconstructed building, object, or structure.

« Facommemorative property.

+ G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance

within the past 50 years.
Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographir.al References

Norfolk County. MA
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

COMMUNITY PI ANNING AND DFVFI nPMFENT
ART

ROCIAlI HISTORY

Period of Significance
1705-195?

Significant Dates
N/A

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

MA
Cultural Affiliation
MA

Architect/Builder

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

epreliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

epreviously listed in the National Register

« previously determined eligible by the National
Register

edesignated a National Historic Landmark

erecorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

erecorded by Historic American Engineering

Primary location of additional data:

Estate Historic Preservation Office
eother State agency
« Federal agency
ALocal government
e University
KIOther
Name of repository;

Cohasset Central Cemetery, Cohasset Historical Society
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8 Satement of Significance

Cohasxt Centrd Cemetery contains the oldest burying ground in the town of Cohassst, with graves dating from 1706 to
the present. From dateto marble, then to granite and now often back to date, its markers are witness to the passage of
time, to changing fortune, cusom and style, all tempered by the individual tegtesof those who placed them here.

The peaceful setting and its accessibility to the Town Village draw visitors, recreationd wakers, and reseerchers through
al seasons The viga of Little Harbor and the Atlantic Ocean beyond gpeeksto the seefaring history of Cohasst.

The cemetery isdligible for the National Register under Criterion A and C at thelocal level, and fulfills Criteria
Consideration D for cemeteries with distinctive design features. Cohasset Central Cemetery retains integrity of location,
setting, materials, design, workmanship, feeling, and association. The demographics of those buried in the cemetery
reflect Cohasset's historical development. They include late 17" century settlers, members of prominent 18""" and 19"™
century seafaring families, Portuguese and Irish immigrants, military veterans from the Revolutionary, Civil, and two
World Wars, and wealthy 19""" and 20""century summer residents, including several well-known actors. The cemeteryis
also significant astheburial site of the victims of the shipwreck of the brig . John, which sank off the shore of Cohasset
in 1849. In addition, Cohasset Central Cemetery issignificant for its excellent collection of gravestone art. Well-
represented isthework by the Scituate school of stone carvers: thefirst and second North River carvers(1700-1778) and
the Vinals, father and son (c.1715-1781). In addition to stones from these carvers, the cemetery contains several
children's stones from the Ebenezer Soule, Jr. (1758-1773) workshop of Plympton. The cemetery's funerary art also
includes other 18" century slate stones with winged cherub and winged skull motifs; 19" century marble stones with
willow and urn, obelisks, scralls, statuary and pointed arch forms; and 20" century granite monuments ranging from
simple stones to the elaborate Celtic Cross commemorating the victims of the wreck of the &. John.

Located near the town common and village center, the cemetery was established in the first years of the 18" century to
Frvethe Conahassat areaof Hingham, which became Cohasset. The Conahaset lands were surveyed and divided up
among qualified landowners in 1670, after which sattlement began. In 1717, the Generd Court of the Province of
Massachusetts Bay st Cohassat of f as the second parish and sscond precinct of Hingham. The change in neme from
Coneghasst to Cohessat dates from that time.

Originally located on common land and adminigtered by the town, the "center burying ground” was laid out neer the man
road from Conahasset to Hingham, today's North Main Street. The "road to the burying ground” is now Joy Flace, which
runs aong the western boundary of the cametery. The stret wias renamed in the first half of the 19" century for Captain
Joseph Joy, whose 1808 house stood a the beginning of the lane. The cemeatery sarved the largest population center in
the newly settled ares, which extended from the boundary a North Scituate to the shore a Jerusdlem Road. This
represented the extent of the first and ssoond divisionsof land in Conahassat. Three other cemeteries were laid out in
Cohasxt inthe 18" century. They include Beechwood Cemetery, which isstill active, in the village of Beechwood;
Green Gate Cemetery in North Cohasset, which was active until the 1960s and Cedar Street Cemetery, which sarved a
group of familieson Hull Street and North Main Street until 1867.

(continued)
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The earliest burid inthe Cohasset Centrd Cametery isthat of Margaret (Hardin) Tower (d. 1705), who with her husband,
Ibrook, was among the first settlers of Cohasset. Although Margaret Tower was the first buria in the cametery, the
oldest gravestone in the cemetery isthat of Sarah Pratt, who died in 1706, Margaret Tower's gonewas placed on her
grave verd years later. Members of Cohasset's founding families buried here includethe first minister to the Parish &
Conahasst, Rev. Nehemiah Hobart, and hiswife, who died in 1736 and 1741 respectively. Thethird minister in
Cohas=, Rev. John Browne, who was a prominent advocate of liberty during the Revolution, aso was buried in
Cohasxt Centra Cemetery upon his degth in 1791. The names of other founding families such as Tower, Pratt, Lincoln,
Bates Bedl, Whitcom, and Hobart grace many early gravestones in the burial ground. Mordecai Lincoln (d. 1808), son of
Issec Lincoln and grandson of Mordecai of North Scituate who hed operated mills and asmal iron workson Turtle
Idand, d=0 isburied here.

The earliest gravestones in Cohasset Centrd Cametery are primarily medefrom gray date. Many carry degth's heed
motifs (photos #1-5), which dually symbolized the inevitability of desth (skull) and the immortality achieved through
religious redemption (wings). Wdl-represented inthe cemetery isthe work by the Scituate schoaol of sone carvers: the
first and sscond North River carvers (1700-1778) and the father and son workshop of Jacob Vinal S. and J. (1715
1781). Inadditionto these local workshops, the cemetery contains children's sones from the Ebenezer Soule, J.
workshop of Plympton (1758-1773), bearing their sgnature "Medusa' heedswith wild, wavy hair, as seen onthe Job
Nichols Marker (Map#24).

The gravestone images cut by these carvers were the first and purest form of folk art that originated in the American
colonies, and they provide a unique sensibility of the period, itsbelief sygem and style progression. For example, the
death's heed executed by the first and second North River carvers remained their symbol for over fifty years, unaffected
by stylistic change taking place in the surrounding burial grounds.

Their materid and tools limited the artistic efforts of the carvers. The datethey quarried originated from abed in the
western part of what was then Scituate, but is now Hanover. It was geologicaly mature with a dense, hard texture and
was extremely difficult to cut with the poor ged tools available. To avoid splitting the sone, the North River carvers
devised acutting method that produced atriangular notch inthe date. These smdl notcheswere aranged into Starburds,
borders, and winged skulls, atechnique that continued to distinguish their work, even after a softer date was employed.
For example, the gravestone of the Reverend Nehemiah Hobart (photo #5, map #12) displays an intricate border of
Catherine whed's and sand dollars, the latter anod to nearby loca oceanic life.

The Vinal family of done carvers, consisting of father Jacob and son Jacob, . were prolific and carved up to four
hundred sones in the northern Plymouth County areaas well as Cohassst and Braintree. Jacob Vinal, the father,
probably learned to cut sone from the first North River carver, since much of their decorative work (hammered
darburds, flowersand border designs) was similar. Vina was unique, however, inintroducing smiles into his carved
images of spirit skulls. This motif was in contrast to the gloomy skull caricatures employed by the North River carver.
Ore example of aVina smiling skull can be ssen on the Aaron Pratt gravestone (photo #2, mep # 23).

(continued)
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Ore symbol that gppearsto have been carved only in the year 1741 was that of the heart-mouth (photo #3, map #7) on the
Vinal spirit skulls, asymboal that temporarily replaced the usud danting teeth. It hes been suggested that this symbal
shift represents a specific sentiment tied to the religiousrevivals of the period. Cohassat hes three of the thirteen known
heart-mouths in the region. They are found only on children's gravestones, and in Cohasset they beong to the Stetson
family. Of the five Stetson children's stones, three of them bear the heart-mouth: Ezekid (d. 1732), John (d. 1740) and
Lydia (d. 1741).

The style progression that is present on the gravestone carvings in Cohasset Centra Cemetery hes been connected to the
ideologies manifested in Puritan Massachusettsin the 17 and 18" centuries. It has bean theorized that the decline of
deeth heed images coincides with the decline of orthodox Puritanism, which was influenced by the religious reviva
movement of the 18* century known as the Greet Awakening. The exclusivity of the predegtination doctrine was cast
adde and anew doctrine offered salvation for all. New images which reflected rdease of the spirit in the form of
cherubim with humean faces, began to gppear on gravestones. Heshy facial images began to replace the skeletd
caricatures that hed been the only symbal alowed. These human faces and cherubim can be ssen inthe Cohesset Centrd
Cemetery, as adgpted by Jacob Vinal, J. and other unknown carvers.

The Great Awakening of the 1740s and the promotion of the ideathat salvation was availableto all, not just an dect few
& Puritan doctrine held, ultimately resulted inasecularization of funerary art in New England. Cohassat Centrd
Cemetery's gonesreflect the loosening of religious gtrictures and an abandonment of religious iconography in sone
motifs. By the time of the American Revolution, classica ornament such as urns, swags, and willows assodiated with the
democradies of Greece and Rome became popular. White marble dso began to supercede gray date as the preferred
gravestone materid, though classcd motifsadso gopear on many gray date gones in Cohassat Centra Cemetery. As
degth became associated more with gentle rest than the doorway to judgment, Americans increasingly began calling
burying grounds by the term "cemetery" or dormitory.

While little is known about the identity of the North River Carvers, the Vina family of Scituate iswell documented.
Jeoob Vinal (1670-1736) and Jacob Jr. (1700-1788) were the principa gravestone suppliers for Scituate, Cohassst, ad
Hingham for about eighty years. Jacob, S. took up gravestone carving when he was about forty yearsold, sharing a
quarry with the first North River carver. Credited with about 100 sones carved over the lagt three decades of hislife, he
died awedthy man, suggesting that he was active in more endeavorsthan gravestone carving. Jecob Vinal, J., who hed
assiged his father, continued to carve date markers into his later years, producing some 200 to 300 gravestones and
expanding the range of his business into Braintree and Marshfield. Upon his death, he transferred his date quarry to his
son Jacob, who did not take up carving, ending the gravestone-carving era of the Vinal family.

The community of Cohasset grew steadily over the course of the 18" century, more than doubling its population

by the Revolutionary War. Conahassat colony became the second precinct of Hingham in 1717 and was incorporated as
the Town of Cohassst in 1770. The community was quickly moving from aprimarily agricultural economy to one besed
on maritime pursuits such as commercid fishing and shipping. Asthe population of Cohasset grew and the first
generation of settlers began to pass away, the town of Cohassat saw the nead to make an official survey of the "center
burying ground" and plan for its expanson. In 1787, acommittee mede up of resdents Samud Bates, Descon Abel

(continued)
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Kent, Micah Nichols, and Josgph Bed was organized to carry out these duties. The committee documented the burying
ground with acrude mgp and carried out aland swap with an adjacent owner to increese the sze of the burying ground

and draighten the line of the "road to the burying ground” from North Main Street (Joy Place). The commiittee records
the burying ground as being one acre, 134 rods in 1787. Nearly 35 yearslater, in 1825, Cohasst Central Cametery wes
expanded again when Samud and Joanna Bates desded the town VA of an acre of land between the burying ground ad

North Main Street to increese usegble goace.

Fishing, shipbuilding, sat making, and other maritime trades pegked in Cohaset between 1845 and 1855, whenthe
fishing industry done employed 400 men and 44 vessds. As Cohasset's maritime economy grew in the mid-19" century,
the names of seafaring families such as Lothrop, Larry, Show, Bailey, and Tilden began gppearing on sonesin Cohesst
Centrd Cemetery. Severd gravestones reed smply "Losta Sed' and mark empty graves. Portuguese names dso begen
to gppear on gonesin the 19* century, reflecting the rising immigration of that group to the area between 1845 and 1875.
Severd Civil War veterans and men killed inaction are buried in Cohassat Centrd Cemetery. Most prominent among
them isLevi B. Gaylord, whowon the Congressond Medd of Honor for heroic action a Fort Sedman, VA. He is
Cohas=t's only known Congressiona Medd of Honor recipient. The memorid stones of many of thetown'sleading
citizens in the 19* century, such as clergymen, doctors, merchants, ship owners, farmers, fishermen, and craftsmen, d<o
appear in Cohasxt Centrd Cemetery. Deacon Abel Kent, who surveyed the burying ground in 1787, died & age 93 in
1859 and isburied here, as isthe Rev. Josgph Osgood, who was the minister of the First Parish for over fifty yearsand a
leading citizen in Cohasst'scivic life. Osgood helped to establish the first centrd school system, and the dementary
schoal of this sysem bears his name. Osgood dso was instrumenta in establishing the Town'sfirst public library. His
interest in education and knowledge was carried over to his leedership on the first Committee on Town History, which
goonsored Bigelow's Narrative Histories and Davenport's Genedogies. The Rev. Osgood died in 1898.

Cohas=t's picturesque, rocky coadtline hes attracted summer tourists since the mid-1820s. By the late-19* century,
Cohast was popular as a ummer resort destination, particularly for wedthy busnessmen and their families from
Bogton. The Sears Codmans, and Appletons, to name afew, were regular summer visitors by 1872. These part-time
resdents built cottages and large summer homes with oceaen viewsdong Jerusdlem Road and Atlantic Avenue. Some
aummer visitors eventualy became year-round residents and are buried in Cohasst Centrd Cemetery. The wel-known
Boston Brahmin names of Seaver, Richardson, Sears, and Howe all gppear on gones in the cemetery.  Clarence Barron,
the founder of the Boston News Bureau, Barron's magazine, National Financial Weskly, and one-time owner of the Wall
Street Journal, was along-time summer resident of Cohassat and aloca philanthropist. Histwo granddaughters, Jesse
Bancroft Cox and Jane Bancroft Cook are buried in Cohasset Centra Cemetery.

A large number of nationally known actors and theater persondities dso summered in Cohast in the late 19* century.
The locations of their residences, clustered near Cohassat Harbor, were known varioudy as Actors Row and Brass
Button Avenue. Two recognized thespians, tragedian Lawrence P. Barrett (d. 1891) and comedic actor Henry W. Stuart
(d. 1903) are buried in Cohasset Centrd Cametery adlong with members of their families. Stuart's grave carries his dege
name Stuart Robson, and is located with Barrett's in the northern section of the cemetery, near the water's edge.
William Hanlon, amember of the Hanlon Brothers pantomime theater company and an acknowledged pioneer of
vaudeville, isaso buried in Cohasset Centrd Cametery. Hanlon formed histheater company with his five brothers upon

(continued)
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emigrating to the U.S. from England, where they had performed acrobatic and aerid shows. By the timethey moved to
Cohast, where they kept a practice studio, the Hanlon Brothers were working as producers and directors. William lived
on Jerusdlem Road, and his brother Edward lived on Sohier Street.

In 1867, the Town of Cohasset turned Cohasset Centra Cemetery over to a private association of townspeople. That
sare year, Edward Everett Tower conveyed aparcd of land north of the original burying ground, bringing the acreege of
the cemetery up to the road line of North Main Street. Another gift of land came in 1873, when Cohasset resident
Chales S Baes donated atract of land inthe northwest portion of the cemetery. The addition of this acreage brought
the cametery to its present 4.286-acre form. Charles Bates dso donated funds to congtruct the brick receiving tomb (now
acaretaker's building; mgp #15). A hearseroad cdled Garden Way  (map #4) was cut into the southern valley of
Cohasxt Centrd Cemetery ca. 1873, gtretching eadt to west from Joy Place to near the water's edge.

Thelae 19 and early 20* centuries brought significant economic changeto the town of Cohasst as fishing and other
maritime indugtries died out in the 1880s The community retained a diverse economy of agriculture, Summer tourism,
various trades, and some manufacturing. The period between 1850 and 1915 dso saw amajor influx of Azorean
Portuguese, Irish, and Italian immigrants into the town. The remains of forty-fivelrish immigrants killed in the wreck of
the brig & John are buried in Cohassat Centra Cemetery in acommon grave beow thetop of the north hill. Thebrig,
which was carrying famine refugees from the Irish counties of Galway and Clare, was bound for Boston in October of
1849 when a sorm blew the vessd of f course as it gpproached Massachusetts Bay. The ship anchored neer Minot's
Lighthouse outsde Cohasset Harbor to ride out the storm, but the anchors failed to hold. The ship ran aground on
aubmerged ledge and broke into two pieces. Out of 120 passangarsand crew, only twenty-one survived the wreck.
Writer Henry David Thoreau visited Cohasset after reading of the wreck in the Boston newspaper. Thoreau later
recounted the story of the S John in the first chapter of his book. Cgog Cnd.  The Rev. Josgph Oggood of the Cohasst
Unitarian Church initially performed services, but thiswas not acogptable to the Catholic Church, which dispatched
Father John Roddan of . Mary's Parish in West Quincy to perform another service. Thisburia represanted thefirst
Catholic presence inthe Town of Cohassat. Though buried and memoridizedin 1849, it was not until 1914 that the
gravesite wes officially commemorated with amarker. That year, the Ancient Order of Hibernians erected an 18-foot
Cdltic crossto commemorate the death of al ninety-ninelrish citizens eboard the & John. The Cdltic Crass beers the
sedsof the Ancient Order of Hibernians and its Ladies Auxiliary. It reeds

This Cross was erected and dedicated May 30, 1914 by the A.O.H. and L.A.A.O.H. of Massachusetts
to mark the final resting place of about forty five Irish emigrants from atota company of ninety nine
who lost their lives on Grampus Ledge, off Cohasset, October 7, 1849 in the wreck of the brig S.
John from Galway, Irdland. R.I.P.

As the 20* century progressed, many World War | and World War |1 veterans were aso buried in Cohasset Centrd
Cemeteary. Their graves are marked by flag Sandsgiven by the American Legion Pogt and Veterans of Foreign Wars
Cohasxt chapters. More recently, prizewinning sculptor and farmer Richardson White was buried here upon hisdegth in
1993,  The White Family hes resided in Cohasset on their Jerusdem Road farm, caled Holly Hill, since the 1840s Mr.

(continued)
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White's artistic subject matter focused primarily on horses. Hiswork "Greaet Horsg" is part of the collection of the
Musaum of Fine Arts, Boston, and his "Rearing Thoroughbred” is ingtaled outsde the Massachusetts Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to Animas in Jamaica Plain, Massachustts.

The board of the Cohasset Central Camelery continues to manage and maintain the cemetery.  Alongsidethe "Old
Sates' and the marble or granite sonesof earlier times are two 20* 'century columbaria. One of the first on the South
Shore, the Cumner Columbarium (Map #25) was condructed in 1982. Named after aformer president of the cemetery
asociation, it gandsaong Joy Place A larger facility, the Tower Columbarium (Map #26) was added in 1988. Itis
named for aformer treasurer of the Cemetery and direct descendant of the first person to be buried in Cohasset Centrd
Cemetery. This additional goace hes provided for the futureof this Colonia Burying Ground whose roots go back
beyond the town itself but whose eyesare still upon the future.

Archaeologica Significance

Since pattems of ancient Native American settlement in Cohasset are poorly understood, any surviving sites could be
significant. Ancient dites inthis areamay contribute important information on the social, cultural and economic
relationship between Native populations in Cohasset areaand Native core sattlement areesto the north in the Boston
Harbor locae and south in the North River and Plymouth Harbor area. Ancient stesinthe cemetery locde may contain
information that documentsthe effects of seesleve rise through time and how Native sattlement and subsstence were
influenced by changes inthe marine and upland baesed ecosystemsthat characterize the surrounding area During the
period of ancient Native American settlement in the northeest, the Cohassat Centrd Cemetery locde was transformed
from an inland/upland location with adjacent freshwater wetlands to acoadd areaincluding those same characteridtics.

Higtoric archaeologica resources described above have the potentia to contribute important socid, cultural and
economic information on the Town of Cohasset and its population as it evolved from an agricultural settlement inthe 17*
century to amaritime-based community inthe 18 and 19" centuries. Additional historica research combined with
archaeologicd testing may help recongtruct the evolution, boundaries and interna configuration of graves inthe cametery
& itevolved from an 18* century public burial ground to a 19* century private cemetery. Unmarked gravesmay
contribute important information relating to individualsand their larger socid grouping within the town. Unmerked
graves, intentionally unmarked or originally identified with markers that deteriorated long ago, may contribute important
information on the overal trestment of paupersand other indigent persons by the town and local population. Artifacts,
skdetd remains and mortuary treatment of paupers may contribute information on the physical condition and pathologies
of Cohas=t's lessfortunate citizenry. Unmarked graves resulting from lost gravestones and associated with the town's
more affluent citizens can dso contribute important information on the physical condition and pathologies that effected
townspeople in agricultural and maritimetrades. Detailed analyss of mortuary contexts, artifact and skeetd remansin
all unmarked graves may contribute information on the socia, cultural and economic gatus of individuals and groups
within the overal Cohasset community. Comparatively and as awhole, unmarked graves and known burials in the
cametery can contribute important information on the population of an 18* and 19* century seecoast community
soecidized in maritimetrades. The location of unmarked graves can d<o hep accuratdy establish the overall boundaries

(continued)
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of the cemetery through time and subdivisionswith the cemetery. Cemetery boundaries may have been undear by late in
the 18* century as indicated by the town's authorization to survey the Buria Ground boundaries late inthe 1700's. This
factor combined with ca. 1850 and ca 1875 datesfor cemetery fences and the common practice of burying paupers ad
unknown persons in a periphera areaor outside the cemeatery boundary may indicate the potentid for inaccurate
boundaries in saverd aressthat changed through time. Historical research and post-hole distributions obtained through
archaeologica testing can d<o identify the location of earlier fences and boundary markers that may have existed.
Artifactsrecovered through archaeologica survey and testing associated with memoria sarvices for individuals and
groups of graves may dso contribute important information on Cohasset's population and ethnic immigrants beginning
late in the 19* century. The massgrave assodiated with 45 Irish immigrantsmay contain awedth of information relaing
to the overal hedth and physical characterigtics of Irish immigrantsin the mid-nineteenth century. Gravestones and their
assodaed at and inscriptions identified with extant sones and those found archaeol ogically may dso contribute
important social, cultural and economic information on the Cohassat population over 300 years.

(end)
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John Stetson merker
Ezekid Stetson marker
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Cad iron fencing

Cad iron fencing
Margaret Tower marker
Hobart Family graves
Josgph Osgood marker
Cdtic Cross

Receiving tomb
Lawrence Barrett marker
Stuart Robeson marker
Jenkins Family monument
Tower monument

Granite pog and chain fence

Eliza Chadbourne marker

marker
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fence
fence
marker
markers
marker
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dructure
marker
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marker
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marker

Victorian era children markeramarkars

Aaron Pratt marker
Job Nichols
Cumner Columbarium

Tower Columbarium

marker
marker
wals
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Material Dae
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marble ca 1850
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dae 1741
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dae various
marble 1898
granite 1914
brick 1873
granite 1891
granite 1903
marble 1876-1886
metd ca 1875

granite, metd ca 1850
granite, marbleca. 1877

marble 1862-1865

dae 1735/6

dae 1796

granite, date, concrete
1982

granite, date, concrete
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The Commonwealth of Massachustts

William Frands Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusdtts Historical Commission

November 5, 2002

Ms. Carol Shull

National Regigter of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

Nationa Park Service

Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400

1849 C Street, NW

Washington, DC 20240

Dear Ms. Shull:
Endosad pleasefind the following nomination form:

Cohast Central Cemetery, N. Main Street, Cohasset (Norfolk), MA

The nomination hes been voted eligible by the State Review Board and hes been sgned by the
Stiate Historic Presarvation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending State
Review Board consderation 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to comment.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg
National Regigter Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

enclosure

cC. Am Montague, Canesst Cantrdl Carday
Elinor Campbd|, Cohesstt Centrdl Cargay
Geden Sdue
David Wadsworth, Cohesst Higtorical Sodety
Thomes Cdlahan, Boad of SHedmen
Nod Ripley, Cohesst Higoricd Commisson
Alfred Moore ., Hanning Director

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax: (617) 727-5128
www. state. ma. us'sec/mhc



