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Exterior: The first Town Hall/Opera House in the city of Sumter was
constructed in 1872. The building was destroyed by fire twenty years
later but was replaced by a new Town Hall/Opera House in 1893 built on
the original site. An early description of the existing structure was
recorded in the Charleston News and Courier on December 20, 1895: The
Town Hall /Opera House ™is built of brick, with a strikingly handsome
front of Cumberland buff stone, Ashler finish, laid with dark red cement,
and is four stories high. A large arched entrance and plate glass
windows add to the front of the building which is 58 x 132 feet...The
tall clock tower is 100 feet high...The building is owned by the City

and was built at a cost of $35,000.00." The outside stone and marble
used in the construction of the existing building were imported from
France. The clock tower, accessible only by ladder from the fourth
floor, gives the entire building a height of 100 feet. The tower is made
of brick and Cumberland buff stone. The four-faced clock is operated

by weights, and the bell, cast in 1894, is still in use. The architecture

of the Town Hall/Opera House is Richardsonian Romanesquege

Interior: In 1936 remodeling of the structure occurred. The first
floor, including the stage, became a movie theatre, and the second
floor, formerly used as the opera house,was converted to office space.
Several rooms, including the recorder's court, were added to the rear
of the building as well as several first floor offices. Today the third
floor houses a commercial concern while the fourth floor or attic

has been closed off. Among the items stored in the attic are old stage
equipment-for opera productions, furniture, and the original door to
the "buzzard's roost." The latter was the local name assigned to the
area of the opera house which contained the cheapest seats - those
furthest from the stage. e T
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Architectr're:  Dr. Harold Cooledge, Architectural Historian of Clemson
University evaluates Richardsonian Romanesque architecture, of which
the Sumter Town Hall/Opera House is an example: " Most of the ...
Southern examples of this period have been obliterated. They were

rare to begin with; Richardson's period of greatest influence came
when the South had very little money to spare for good architecture.
Then our sectional bias for what is mistakenly called 'Colonial' has
...until recently made post-bellum architecture a blind spot for the
majority of conservationists."

The Sumter Town Hall/Opera House is one of the most outstanding
structures of downtown Sumter. The clock tower serves as a focal point
for the entire area. Restoration of the Town Hall is a major part of
Sumter's plans to convert North Main Street into a downtown mall.

Music: The original Town Hall/Opera House became known as the "Music
HaTl", and the existing structure was sometimes referred to as the
"Academy of Music." Many singers, including Sumter's Clara Louise
Kellogg, performed in the Opera House which at one time seated 1,000
people. \

Political: The Town Hall offices represent the first permanent home of
city government in Sumter. In 1912 this city became one of the first
municipalities in the United States to permanently adopt the council-
manager form of government, and the Town Hall continued its role as a
center’ for political activity. -

Theatre: Sumter's first theatre was located on the second floor of the
Town Hall. Built before the age of motion pictures, this structure
housed many of the traveling road-shows that toured the country in

the late nineteenth century.

One of the few remaining examples of Richardsonian Romanesque architectgre
the Sumter Town Hall/Opera House has served as a center of both entertain-

ment and political service for the citizens of the Sumter area.
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