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A good example of the balloon framing technique coming into increasing 
popular use after 1850 in VJakefield, t h i s I t a l i a n a t e house preserves 
much of i t s o r i g i n a l d e t a i l i n g . I t retains i n t e g r i t y of location, 
design, s e t t i n g , materials, workmanship, f e l l i n g and association 
and meets C r i t e r i o n C of the NRHP on the loCal l e v e l . 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the ocanmunity. 

The I t a l i a n a t e style increased i t s proportions considerably over the 
Greek Revival as balloon framing replaced the mortise and tenon framing 
system. This 2h story I t a l i a n a t e is a good example of the increase. I t 
has a cross gabled dormer on a gabled roof, corner p i l a s t e r s below a 
wide f r i e z e , high granite foundations. The house has three bays across 
i t s east facade with two 1 story bays and an entry on the f i r s t f loor 
behind a la t e r Colonial Revival portico addition. Paired brackets at 
the eaves and on the bays are I t a l i a n a t e as are the Eastlake incised 
designs, but heralding the Queen Anne style i s the shingled gable. 

HISTQEIICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role cwners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the developmeit of the comnunity. 

'Among the early s e t t l e r s to Wakefield were the Hopkins whose homestead 
and farm were located i n the northwestern section of town. The farm 
seems to have remained within the family which continued to farm i t s . 
land int o the 1920s. This house replaced the o r i g i n a l homestead in 
the 1850s and as la t e as 1906 i t was surrounded by open farmland which 
was f i n a l l y sold o f f and developed in the 1940s and 50s, one of the 
late developments on the west side. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES ' 
Eaton, Chester. Proceedings of the 250th Anniversary, Reading, 1896 
Directories of 1923-1926." 
Maps of 1857 (E. Hopkins), 1906 (land of E.S. Hopkins). 
250th Anniversary p.213 
Photo "Residence of E. Sumner Hopkins" 
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