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Property Nane: Ross Tavern

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below.

S| GNI FI CANCE

The Ross Tavern retains integrity of materials, design and workmanship in
the First Period features of the two 17th century buildingsi t
incorporates. These enbody distinctive characteristics of form and
construction under Criterion C The evidence for exterior embellishment
of the Ross Tavern i s anong the nmost significant surviving expressions cf
First Period architecture i n New England. The cyma mol ded overhanging
girt, the crease nmolded coverboard, the crease nolded dentils and the red
point are prime expressions of what Cumm ngs identified as the
"distinctly elegant regional school"” of architecture which developed in

| pswich at the end of the 17th century.

EXTER CR DESCRI PTI ON
The Ross Tavern i s, initsmin body, 5 bays widée and one room deep,

There isawing to the right hand side and alarge el lto the rear. The
house i s conposed of two earlier houses noved on to the site and restored
by Daniel S Wendell. The main body of the hous€ was dismantled and

nmoved from an earlier Ipswichsite abutting the Choate Bridge. The
left-hand rooms and chimey bay comprised the original part of that'
structure. That single cell building was probably noved onto the Choate
Bridge site between 1734 and 1736 and enlarged at that time by the

addition of the right-hand rooms. |n the 19th century the building
became known as the Ross Tavern. The rear ell, originally the
Collins-Lord house on High Street (just south of 33 High Street), was

al so dismantled and noved by Wendell. In 1940, a kitchen wing vias added
to the right-hand side of the two reconstructed and restored 17th century
houses and a small lean-to was built next to the ell at the left rear.

The house was restored to a high style First Period appearance by Danie
Wendel |l on the basis of very specific physical evidence. The clapboarded
exterior has gables on the front and rear facades (restored from evidence
of mrtises inthe plate), and a deep two story entrance porch originally
was proven by mortises on the outer face of the framng). All the gables
have nol ded verge boards (unweathered ends of the purlins on the exterior
indicated an original verge board). There are elaborately embellished
ovAr-hangs at the second story on three sides and i n each of the gables.
The second story overhang had been closed in for a nunmber of years before
the house was dismantled. Welidell found three cyma nmolded overhanging
airts, mtered at the corners (the posts above have a right angled tenon
which helps to hold the mitered ends together). The girts are supported
from beneath at the centers by the projecting rounded ends ox the T
shaped summer beans of the |eft-hand room At the corners, the
A

L) ts (restored on the basis or
lit the airts, but with

ind
extends~above"the' girts (several original pieces of this cover board
survive; one original piece of girt with cover board attached is m
SPNEA s architec-ural museunm). Halfway up the cover board was positionea
a board crease molded on the edge and cut into dentils (a single piece of
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board with dentils survived i na reused position i nthehouse, but the
pattern of weathering and a faint remainder of redpaint on the |lower
cover board made i t clear where t hedentiled board should be placed).
Square blocks with incised patera-like designs are placed every 2 feet or
so i nthedentil course. The designs areconjectural, but paint and nail
hol e evidence on thecover board indicated thepresence originally of
square blocks i nthese location. The final element i ntheassenblage of
trim at theoverhang i sat thetop. The molding profile i s conjectural,
but  t hepattern of weathering on t heboard below t hemol ding suggested to
Wendell t heanount that t hemolding above nust have projected. The
nearly identical trim of theoverhang i nthegables was derived after

simlar reasoning.

The pilastered central chimey dates from 1940. Fenestrationonthe
original part of theRoss Tavern i sl|eaded glass casements, three part

wi ndows on thefirst and second floors; two-part windows on t heporch and
in thegables. The windows on thesecond floor were restored to their
original central locations based on evidence of mortises i nstuds. n
the first floor only theleft-hand nmost wi ndow on t he facade coul d be
located from physical evidence, but since posts runup t hecenter of the
wall, either thew ndows were originally off-center, or there were two
wi ndows. The entrance door i sa simply framed vertical board door.

The rear ell, originally theCollins-Lord house, retainsits
plainly-finished overhang on therear wall. Q1 thefirst floor, the ell
has casement wi ndows with rectangul ar panes, |eaded glass and fixed
transoms above. The presence of transoms was indicated by a fragment of
stud or janb Wendell found while dismantling theHigh Street house.

MAICR FI RST PERI OD FEATURES
First Period features arevisible i ntheleft-hand room and chanber and

in therear ell.

The left-hand room exhibits two unusual framing features: T shaped
sunmer beans and two sets of joists at right angles toeach other. The
sunmer beams, T shaped i norder t oprovide support for t he overhanging
girts on 3 sides, have flat chamfers and |lamb's tongue stops at theouter
wal l's and where t he sunmer bea ns join. (Wendel | thinks originally the
sunmer beans nmay have had quarter-round chanfers as does thesummer ti e
beam upstairs, but that Ralph Burnham who restored t hehouse i nthe 1920s
may have shaved of f t hequarter-round). The summer beans ar e supported
by posts with bevel-mol ded heads. Joists i ntheroomare slightly
chanfered and ar e spaced 21 inches on centers. The second set of joists
in theinner bay, needed t oprovide a structure onto which tonail floor
boards, areshallower than theprimary joists and are halved over the
primary joists. As a further refinement tosecure thefloorboards, the
inner edge of t heoverhanging girts arerabbetted toreceive t he edges of
floorboards'. The shadow nol ded sheathing on thefireplace wall was
replicated from fragments found elsewhere i nthe house.
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0N QQPRNE IANNA mmer ti uarter-ro hamfers,
f]Ia collars and lamb's tongue stops el'he sout}a"lS qnaﬁcl)w in tH tt?er
retains an original jamb of plain, rectangular deslgn

The rear ell, now 27 feet long by 18 feet wide, was originallya double
cell, central chimey house. Currently the el |l i s conposed of one |arge

roomwith crossed sumrer beans. Clearly there have been alterations to
the original structure including the removal of the central chimey. At
the junction of the two crossed summer beans, the flat chamfered |onger
sunmer beam i s finished with a triangular stop and two pips. A smal
house on the property is the frame of another Ipswich building, of
probable First-Period provenance, which Wendell dismantled, noved to this
site and reerected. Wendell believes the building nmay have been
clapboarded only on it supper portion and gable ends for the frame |ower
aown i s weathered. Wendell speculates that the building my have had
plaster infill between the framng nenbers where i twas not clapboarded
Tne frame of the building has the unusual feature of purlins which are
cambered upward inthe mddle so that where they are attached to the-

m ddle rafter i nthe two bay building, they nmore effectively resist the

downward thrust of the rafters.

H STORI CAL | NFORVATI ON
The. house i s associated with the early 20th century storation novenent,
|

re
as tne subject of a very careful restoration by a highly conmpetent ama-
teur architectural historian. The restoration brought to light many
distinctive features of the houses, several of which are uniaue extant
exanples of their formin Nw England. The crossed joist and the girts
rabbetted for floor boards fall within that category. Rabbetted girts
were known i n English buildings of the period, however. The evidence for
transoms found by Wendell in the Collins-Lord house provided one of two
known exanples of First Period transom wi ndow evidence for ALC

Unfortunately, we do not know the identity of the wealthy client who
comm ssioned the elaborately decorated Ross Tavern. The hous| L~Lst
mentioned m a deed of 1736 on a site near the Choate BridgS bit Alt
SecSnd' sJtAnrrrmrnt A el sewhere by an unknown party and/ovek "o the

Lord' sJ?" "' ""AnnA AUAAA . 1675-1700 by Robert Collins or Robert

Sgg§°’)N£gS""" Cumm ngs, Massachusetts and it sFir*t pPw -~ Houses
. . e
AP T L&l [ % curmi ngs, SR AMRA! HOOSEE! bt M lBSRRAGANEEL Bad' 7 11%%5: 1Fon
Bel knap Press of Har var d University "ress 1979 127
., pp. 74, 75, 77 126, 127, 129,136, 137, 148,'iSO, 153, 162, 154.

Note: HABS drawi ngs are not €--*-Irplv anr~iir-zi-=
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BOUNDARY DESCRI PTI ON

The Ross Tavern i ssituated at thetopof a hill 5, 3 32 acre parcel
on which there are several other buildings. The 1ayern was npved
to this location i nthetwentieth century andi s . historically

related totheother buildings on thehill, thus, ; ;
of 100" by 100' has been drawn around thedwellinga line of convenience

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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