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S t y l e F i r s t P e r i o d 

Architect Unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric clapboards 

n 

Outbuildings Barn; s m a l l b u i l d i n g s re-

e r e c t e d from a n o t h e r I p s w i c h s i t e 

Major Alterations (with dates) 2 houses 
moved f r o m o t h e r I p s w i c h s i t e s ana 
i o i n e d t o t a v e r n : 1930s 

T f'P I 
Condition Good 

M o v e d F rom l o t n e x t t o s o u t h e r l y 
a b u t t m e n t o r C n o a t e ~" 

b r i d g e , I p s w i c h Date 1940 

Acreaoe 
pa r t o f 

31.8 acres pa rce l 
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SIGNIFICANCE 
The Ross Tavern r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y of m a t e r i a l s , design and workmanship i n 
the F i r s t Period features of the two 17th century b u i l d i n g s i t 
incorporates. These embody d i s t i n c t i v e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of form and 
c o n s t r u c t i o n under C r i t e r i o n C. The evidence f o r e x t e r i o r embellishment 
of the Ross Tavern i s among the most s i g n i f i c a n t s u r v i v i n g expressions cf 
F i r s t Period a r c h i t e c t u r e i n New England. The cyma molded overhanging 
g i r t , the crease molded coverboard, the crease molded d e n t i l s and the red 
p o i n t are prime expressions of what Cummings i d e n t i f i e d as the 
" d i s t i n c t l y elegant r e g i o n a l school" of a r c h i t e c t u r e which developed i n 
Ipswich at the end of the 17th century. 

EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION 
The Ross Tavern i s , i n i t s main body, 5 bays wid 
There i s a wing t o the r i g h t hand side and a l a r 
house i s composed of two e a r l i e r houses moved on 
by Daniel S. Wendell. The main body of the hous 
moved from an e a r l i e r Ipswich s i t e a b u t t i n g the 
l e f t - h a n d rooms and chimney bay comprised the or 
s t r u c t u r e . That s i n g l e c e l l b u i l d i n g was probab 
Bridge s i t e between 1734 and 1736 and enlarged a 
a d d i t i o n of the r i g h t - h a n d rooms. I n the 19th c 
became known as the Ross Tavern. The rear e l l , 
C o l l i n s - L o r d house on High Street ( j u s t south of 
also dismantled and moved by Wendell. I n 1940, 
to the right-hand side of the two reconstructed 
houses and a small lean-to was b u i l t next to the 

e and one room deep, 
ge e l l to the rear. The 
t o the s i t e and r e s t o r e d 

e was dismantled and 
Choate Bridge. The 
i g i n a l p a r t of that' 
l y moved onto the Choate 
t t h a t time by the 
entury the b u i l d i n g 
o r i g i n a l l y the 
33 High S t r e e t ) , was 

a k i t c h e n wing v/as added 
and r e s t o r e d 17th century 
e l l at the l e f t rear. 

The house was r e s t o r e d t o a high s t y l e F i r s t Period appearance by Daniel 
Wendell on the basis of very s p e c i f i c p h y s i c a l evidence. The clapboarded 
e x t e r i o r has gables on the f r o n t and rear facades ( r e s t o r e d from evidence 
ofmortises i n the p l a t e ) , and a deep two s t o r y entrance porch o r i g i n a l l y 
was proven by mortises on the outer face of the fr a m i n g ) . A l l the gables 
have molded verge boards (unweathered ends of the p u r l i n s on the e x t e r i o r 
i n d i c a t e d an o r i g i n a l verge board). There are e l a b o r a t e l y embellished 
ov^r-hangs at the second s t o r y on three sides and i n each of the gables. 
The second s t o r y overhang had been closed i n f o r a number of years before 
the house was dismantled. Welidell found three cyma molded overhanging 
a i r t s , mitered a t the corners (the posts above have a r i g h t angled tenon 
which helps to h o l d the mitered ends t o g e t h e r ) . The g i r t s are supported 
from beneath at the centers by the p r o j e c t i n g rounded ends ox the T 
shaped summer beams of the l e f t - h a n d room. At the corners, the _ 

^ • • " ' t s ( r e s t o r e d on the basis or 
Iif the a i r t s , but w i t h 

ind 
extends~above"the'girts (several o r i g i n a l pieces of t h i s cover board 
s u r v i v e ; one o r i g i n a l piece of g i r t w i t h cover board attached i s m 
SPNEA's a r c h i t e c - u r a l museum). Halfway up the cover board was p o s i t i o n e a 
a board crease molded on the edge and cut i n t o d e n t i l s (a s i n g l e piece of 
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board w i t h d e n t i l s survived i n a reused p o s i t i o n i n the house, but the 
p a t t e r n of weathering and a f a i n t remainder of red pa i n t on the lower 
cover board made i t c l e a r where the d e n t i l e d board should be placed). 
Square blocks w i t h i n c i s e d p a t e r a - l i k e designs are placed every 2 feet or 
so i n the d e n t i l course. The designs are c o n j e c t u r a l , but pa i n t and n a i l 
hole evidence on the cover board i n d i c a t e d the presence o r i g i n a l l y of 
square blocks i n these l o c a t i o n . The f i n a l element i n the assemblage of 
t r i m a t the overhang i s at the top. The molding p r o f i l e i s c o n j e c t u r a l , 
but the p a t t e r n of weathering on the board below the molding suggested to 
Wendell the amount t h a t the molding above must have p r o j e c t e d . The 
nearly i d e n t i c a l t r i m of the overhang i n the gables was derived a f t e r 
s i m i l a r reasoning. 

The p i l a s t e r e d c e n t r a l chimney dates from 1940. Fene s t r a t i o n on the 
o r i g i n a l p art of the Ross Tavern i s leaded glass casements, three part 
windows on the f i r s t and second f l o o r s ; two-part windows on the porch and 
i n the gables. The windows on the second f l o o r were r e s t o r e d to t h e i r 
o r i g i n a l c e n t r a l l o c a t i o n s based on evidence of mortises i n studs. On 
the f i r s t f l o o r o n l y the l e f t - h a n d most window on the facade could be 
located from p h y s i c a l evidence, but since posts run up the center of the 
w a l l , e i t h e r the windows were o r i g i n a l l y o f f - c e n t e r , or there were two 
windows. The entrance door i s a simply framed v e r t i c a l board door. 

The rear e l l , o r i g i n a l l y the C o l l i n s - L o r d house, r e t a i n s i t s 
p l a i n l y - f i n i s h e d overhang on the rear w a l l . On the f i r s t f l o o r , the e l l 
has casement windows w i t h rectangular panes, leaded glass and f i x e d 
transoms above. The presence of transoms was i n d i c a t e d by a fragment of 
stud or jamb Wendell found while d i s m a n t l i n g the High St r e e t house. 

MAJOR FIRST PERIOD FEATURES 
F i r s t Period f e a t u r e s are v i s i b l e i n the l e f t - h a n d room and chamber and 
i n the rear e l l . 

The l e f t - h a n d room e x h i b i t s two unusual framing f e a t u r e s : T shaped 
summer beams and two sets of j o i s t s at r i g h t angles to each other. The 
summer beam.s, T shaped i n order t o provide support f o r the overhanging 
g i r t s on 3 sides, have f l a t chamfers and lamb's tongue stops at the outer 
w a l l s and where the summer bea'ms j o i n . (Wendell t h i n k s o r i g i n a l l y the 
summer beams may have had quarter-round chamfers as does the summer t i e 
beam u p s t a i r s , but t h a t Ralph Burnham who restored the house i n the 1920s 
may have shaved o f f the quarter-round). The summer beams are supported 
by posts w i t h bevel-molded heads. J o i s t s i n the room are s l i g h t l y 
chamfered and are spaced 21 inches on centers. The second set of j o i s t s 
i n the inner bay, needed t o provide a s t r u c t u r e onto which to n a i l f l o o r 
boards, are shallower than the primary j o i s t s and are halved over the 
primary j o i s t s . As a f u r t h e r refinement t o secure the fl o o r b o a r d s , the 
inner edge of the overhanging g i r t s are rabbetted to receive the edges of 
floorboards'. The shadow-molded sheathing on the f i r e p l a c e w a l l was 
r e p l i c a t e d from fragments found elsewhere i n the house. 

-2-
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J'i'J^'oo??^*"^^''^ summer t i e beam has qua r t e r - round chamfers, 
f l a t c o l l a r s and lamb's tongue s tops . The south window i n the chamber 
r e t a i n s an o r i g i n a l jamb of p l a i n , r ec tangu la r desi gn, 

The rear e l l , now 27 f e e t long by 18 fe e t wide, was o r i g i n a l l y a double 
c e l l , c e n t r a l chimney house. C u r r e n t l y the e l l i s composed of one large 
room w i t h crossed summer beams. C l e a r l y there have been a l t e r a t i o n s to 
the o r i g i n a l s t r u c t u r e i n c l u d i n g the removal of the c e n t r a l chimney. At 
the j u n c t i o n of the two crossed summer beams, the f l a t chamfered longer 
summer beam i s f i n i s h e d w i t h a t r i a n g u l a r stop and two pips. A small 
house on the p r o p e r t y i s the frame of another Ipswich b u i l d i n g , of 
probable F i r s t - P e r i o d provenance, which Wendell dismantled, moved to t h i s 
s i t e and reerected. Wendell believes the b u i l d i n g may have been 
clapboarded only on i t s upper p o r t i o n and gable ends f o r the frame lower 
aown i s weathered. Wendell speculates that the b u i l d i n g may have had 
p l a s t e r i n f i l l between the framing members where i t was not clapboarded 
Tne frame of the b u i l d i n g has the unusual f e a t u r e of p u r l i n s which are 
cambered upward i n the middle so t h a t where they are attached t o the-
middle r a f t e r i n the two bay b u i l d i n g , they more e f f e c t i v e l y r e s i s t the 
downward t h r u s t of the r a f t e r s . 

HISTORICAL INFORMATION 
The.house i s associated w i t h the e a r l y 20th century r e s t o r a t i o n movement, 
as tne subject of a very c a r e f u l r e s t o r a t i o n by a h i g h l y competent ama­
teur a r c h i t e c t u r a l h i s t o r i a n . The r e s t o r a t i o n brought to l i g h t many 
d i s t i n c t i v e f eatures of the houses, several of which are uniaue extant 
examples of t h e i r form i n New England. The crossed j o i s t and the g i r t s 
rabbetted f o r f l o o r boards f a l l w i t h i n t h a t category. Rabbetted g i r t s 
were known i n English b u i l d i n g s of the p e r i o d , however. The evidence f o r 
transom.s found by Wendell i n the C o l l i n s - L o r d house provided one of two 
known examples of F i r s t Period transom window evidence f o r ALC. 

Unfortunately, we do not know the i d e n t i t y of the wealthy c l i e n t who 
commissioned the e l a b o r a t e l y decorated Ross Tavern. The h o u s l L ^ L s t 
mentioned m a deed of 1736 on a s i t e near the Choate BridgS b i t A l t 
SecSnd'sJt^^""'"""'"^ elsewhere by an unknown p a r t y a n d / o v e k ^o the 

Lord'sJ?'"'""^""^ ^"^^^ - 1675-1700 by Robert C o l l i n s or Robert 

Sgg§??N£gS^^^ Cummings, Massachusetts and i t s F i r ^ t P̂ .̂-̂ ^ Houses 

A b b o T J o S S i r ? c o l o n i a l Society m Massachusetts 5i?i56-;57 
Abbott Lowell Cummings, Framed Houses of Massachu^^ttc Bav 1625-17?^ 

Belknap Press of Harvard U n i v e r s i t y ^ress 1979 127 

, pp. 74, 75, 77 126, 127, 129,136, 137, 148,'iSO, 153, 162, 154. 

Note: HABS drawings are not e'--*--!rp1v anr~iir-=,i-= ;̂  
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BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

The Ross Tavern i s s i t u a t e d a t the top of a h i l l 
on which t h e r e are s e v e r a l o t h e r b u i l d i n g s . The 
to t h i s l o c a t i o n i n the t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y and i s 
r e l a t e d t o the o t h e r b u i l d i n g s on the h i l l , t h u s , 
of 100' by 100' has been drawn around the d w e l l i n g 

on a 32 acre p a r c e l 
Tavern was moved 
not h i s t o r i c a l l y 
a l i n e of convenience 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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